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The ePortfolio process and student learning

In Freshman Inquiry, ePortfolios serve several functions, for both students SOURCE OF DATA

and UNST. The ePortfolios promote students’ development and un- Freshman Inquiry
derstanding of themselves as learners and scholars. As Reflection is an
important educational tool, ePortfolios allows students to examine their
learning over time and make connections with UNST goals. Finally, On-line survey administered during
h 1 ic d . h h fstud > the last two weeks of the academic
these electronic documents give the program a snapshot of students year in mentor sessions,
learning in the first year of the program, and provide information that

can help adapt and improve the curriculum over time.

End-of-year Survey

Spring 2009 (N = 841)

In an effort to understand the way ePortfolios are taught across FRINQ, Spring 2010 (N = 1,031)
and how those practices are related to student learning, a series of ques-
tions were added to the Spring 2009 end-of-year survey, and repeated in
Spring 2010. Students were asked when they began their portfolio, and
what activities they did each term to support their work. We also asked
students how much they agreed (1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly

agree) with statements
about how the ePortfolio
had contributed to mak-
ing connections between
course content, them- 3.50
selves as learners, and
UNST goals. We found
that students who re-
ported starting portfolio
activities fall term re-
ported more learning
than those who began
in Winter or Spring

2009 FRINQ Students' Reported Learning by Start Term: Brainstorming

N/A | Spring |[Winter N/A | Spring |Winter N/A | Spring Winter

Course Connections Self as Learner UNST Goals

terms. For example...

100 Portfolio Start Term by Year (26 of

Change in Practice &5 students reporting)

We shared this data with o = 2009
FRINQ faculty and our Sl
practice has changed. a0
More students in 2010 23.0 >4
than in 2009 report that 20

.1746

Fall Winter Spring

they started their portfo-
lios during fall term.
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ePortfolio Support Activities

We also asked students about what

Connection to Self as Learner

Coe . 5.00
activities they did to support the
development of their ePortfolios, | *%° | 207 300 318 303 344
and related these activities to 300 | 250 o267 gl @St T
their own learning, Across both | ,
2009 and 2010, the most fre- oo = Did Activity
quently reported activity was a ' e s s e . = Did Not Do Activity

. . QO A x
formal reflective assignment. s & & &
.. N s¥ & ° 22 &
The activity reported least fre- o\*& §e’° ® & <&
. N & &
qu(?ntly was presenting the port- @ro\‘é\\ esﬂ"& &
folio to their classmates. & «©
For each activity, students who re- Connections to Course Topics

ported that they had done the ac- | 50
tivity reported higher learnin

tyrep & 5 400 1 307 3.14 3.13 3.20
than students who had not done ves 02 T T oep 286
that activity. The differences in 0
reported learning were the great- | 29
est when students had an oppor- | 1.0 = Dl Actvity

H Did not do activity

tunity to revise their ePortfolio, & & & @
. & & & &8 &
and receive feedback from faculty R S
™
or mentoft. \o~>“° e@*“ & @ a&@
o . o . \\$ \Q'be}- Q‘z‘?
Implications for Action: Starting & L
. «©
the ePortfolio process early and
allowing time for a revision and
teedback process helps students Connection to UNST Goals
learn more as they are creating 5.00
their ePortfolios. w00 | 332 330 338 240 3as
3.00 2.95 3.05 2.87 3.15
3.00
2.00
Assessment Brief Assembled by: 1.00 B Did Activity
Rowanna L. Carpenter, Ph.D. & & & «© & = Did Not Do Activity
A & & & &
Cootrdinator of Assessment \\k@ ,,a,\‘?v " © on 5&""
& ® Y o
phone: 503-725-3445 & @,‘o“q’ PO S
& fg(" Q"\e'
catpenterr@pdx.edu 0‘(@ Q&&"
A




	Assessment Brief: The ePortfolio Process and Student Learning
	Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
	Citation Details

	  The ePortfolio process and student learning 

	Fall 2010

	SOURCE of DATA

	Change in Practice

	UNST Assessment Brief

	Portland State University

	UNST Assessment Brief

	ePortfolio Support Activities


