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The Printed Books of Hours by Thielman Kerver: A Comparison between Two
Copies at Mt. Angel Abbey and Portland State University
Chase Shephard

The differences between the Kerver Books of Hours that are kept at Portland State

University and at Mt. Angel Abbey: https://www.mountangelabbey.org/ms0078/ reflect a

number of important points of difference.

These two Kerver incunabula seem to follow the general layout of most Books of Hours,
which is: I. Calendar, 11. Gospel Lessons, I11. Hours of the Virgin, IV. Hours of the Cross and
Hours of the Holy Spirit, V. Obsecro Te & O Intemerata, V1. Penitential Psalms & Litany, VII.
Suffrages (of the saints), and V1II. Office of the Dead. Looking at the first few pages of the two,
both have general liturgical calendars for religious feast days, and both have borders surrounding

the text, though this is where the similarities seem to end between the two.

In the Mount Angel incunabulum, we see that it begins with a general layout of the books
of hours and even includes the year it was printed. This is followed by an almanac and then the
liturgical calendar. Whereas in the Kerver incunabulum at Portland State University this same
section seems to cover more pages of text block than that of its Mount Angel counterpart. It is
then followed up by a more detailed almanac that has an image on the upper part of the page, and
text on the lower part of the page that seems to tell some general day to day information in it. It
was then followed by different charts and tables, such as a list of liturgical feasts and the lunar
calendar. The presence of the lunar calendar was probably for the calculating of the Solemnity of

Easter as well as to keep track of the progression of the year.

Some very interesting differences appear in the texts at the bottom of the liturgical

calendars. The text in the Mt. Angel Abbey Kerver appear to be little quatrains in French rhyme,


https://www.mountangelabbey.org/ms0078/

most of them talking about wine. Each quatrain has as many syllables as there are days in a
month, and that helps one remember the main saints’ days because of the common first syllable
(in red in the Mt Angel Kerver incunabulum).! Therefore, these poems are here to help the reader
remember the main saints of the calendar. This text not is found in the Portland State
incunabulum. The text block at the bottom
of the Portland State Kerver liturgical
calendar in the beginning of the
incunabulum, but not in the Mount Angel
Kerver, is different in terms in that it

appears to be medical advice.

Imagery offers another key feature to
these incunabula, dividing sections in a text,
by separating different feasts and hours of
prayer. This use of imagery as a text divider
can be found in both Kerver incunabula.
The full-page image marking the feast of the
' Visitation (folio h.2 of the Portland State

Kerver incunabulum and folio d.1 of the Mt.

Angel Kerver incunabulum) presents both

the similarities and the differences of the
incunabula. In the Mount Angel Kerver incunabula some key features include that the scene is

during the night hours, there are angels present, the halo is around the Blessed Virgin Mary’s

L] ettre écrite aux auteurs du Mercure de France", ...



head, it takes up only a portion of the page and is followed by a short block of text, Elizabeth is

kneeling, and the Blessed Virgin Mary is more dressed like a nun.

These features differ from the Portland State Kerver incunabulum in which we see that
the scene is set during the during the day, the absence of angels, a halo above the Blessed Virgin
Mary’s head (versus around), that it takes up the entire page, Elizabeth is standing, and the
Blessed Virgin Mary is in different attire. Also, though we do not know who the artist was for
the engravings in the Mt. Angel Kerver incunabulum, the artists who did the engravings in the
Portland State incunabulum was the Master of the Tres Petites Heures d’Anne de Bretagne and

Jean Pichore.

Because of Thielman Kerver printing these two incunabula from different years of his
occupational journey as a printer, some framing and layout options that are different from each
other. For instance, in the beginning of the Mount Angel incunabulum there seems to be a
lengthy prayer at the end of the liturgical calendar, whereas in the Portland State incunabulum

this is not present.

Another thing to note is that there are some feast days located in the liturgical calendar in
the Portland State Kerver that are specific for the Northern Spanish region of Catalan but absent
in the Mount Angel Kerver. Since these saints are connected with Catalonia, perhaps the book
was geared for that market. This hypothesis is further supported by the unusual inclusion of the

excerpt in Spanish from the Book of Revelations/Apocalypse according to St. John, on folio t.3v.

Another difference is the framing used around some of the images, such as in the image

for the Tree of Jesse. Yet another difference is that in the Mount Angel Kerver is that one of the



later owners was perhaps practicing writing their signature on some of the folios. The Portland

State Kerver does not contain any practice signatures within it.

These two incunabula printed by Kerver show how he grew as a printer. This can be seen
in both the Portland State Kerver incunabulum which dates from 1507 as well as the Mount

Angel Kerver incunabulum which dates from 1520.



Bibliography

Baker, Katherine Eve. "Painting and the Luxury Arts in Paris, 1490-1515: Objects and Their
Urban Contexts.” Accessed April 20, 2018. doi:10.18130/v34v4p.

"Book of Hours (Use of Rome)." Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. March 19, 2018. Accessed April
20, 2018. http://www.mfa.org/collections/object/book-of-hours-use-of-rome-
53362.

"Book of Hours. Use of Rome." Book of Hours. Use of Rome. - SMU. Accessed April 20, 2018.
https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Seller
s2016/BooksofHours/BookofHoursUseofRome.

Dubois, Anne. "The Donne Hours: A Codicological Puzzle." Journal of Historians of
Netherlandish Art 6, no. 1 (2014). Accessed April 20, 2018.
d0i:10.5092/jhna.2014.6.1.2.

Frangis Mercure. “Obtenir la Version Papier de ce Livre.” 1746.
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWIQC&pg=PR7-1A22&Ipg=PR7-
1A22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gplImtKz
pA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-
LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-

QO0I3SbAhUHBY MKHfYLAPAQG6AEIJzAA#V=0nepage&q=%22remis%20sont%
20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false

Freeman, Margaret Beam.” The Unicorn Tapestries.” New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art,
Distributed by E.P. Dutton and, 1976.

Renouard, Philippe, and Brigitte Moreau.” Inventaire Chronologique Des éditions Parisiennes
Du XVle Siecle. 1, 1501-1510: D'apres Les Manuscrits De Philippe Renouard /
Brigitte Moreau; [publ. Par Le] Service Des Travaux Historiques De La Ville De
Paris; [avant-propos Par Henry De Surirey De Saint-Remy].” Paris: Impr.
Municipale, 1972. July 22, 2010. Accessed April 20, 2018.
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5839131f/f13.item.r=kerver.

Steyn, F. C. "The Early Printed Books of Hours in the Grey Collection in Cape Town: Evidence
of an Information Revolution.” The Journal for Transdisciplinary Research in
Southern Africa 10, no. 1 (2014): 273-91. Accessed April 20, 2018.
doi:10.4102/td.v10i1.24.

Thielman Kerver Book of Hours. Accessed April 28, 2018.
http://www.medievalbooksofhours.com/inventory/boh_068

"Vassar College Digital Library." Thielman Kerver | Vassar College Digital Library. Accessed
April 20, 2018. https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/node/41

"What Are Incunabula?" [E 37 [E] £ [} 3EAE—National Diet Library. 2004. Accessed May 16,
2018. http://www.ndl.go.jp/incunabula/e/chapterl/index.html



http://www.mfa.org/collections/object/book-of-hours-use-of-rome-53362
http://www.mfa.org/collections/object/book-of-hours-use-of-rome-53362
https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Sellers2016/BooksofHours/BookofHoursUseofRome
https://www.smu.edu/Bridwell/SpecialCollectionsandArchives/Exhibitions/Sellers2016/BooksofHours/BookofHoursUseofRome
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=yYwZpBsIWlQC&pg=PR7-IA22&lpg=PR7-IA22&dq=%22remis+sont+francoys+en+vigueur%22&source=bl&ots=gpIImtKzpA&sig=E3k9-GTQJp0Kf2z-LHIbaNMLZ3M&hl=fr&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjXqO-Q0I3bAhUH6YMKHfYLApAQ6AEIJzAA#v=onepage&q=%22remis%20sont%20francoys%20en%20vigueur%22&f=false
http://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k5839131f/f13.item.r=kerver
http://www.medievalbooksofhours.com/inventory/boh_068
https://digitallibrary.vassar.edu/node/41
http://www.ndl.go.jp/incunabula/e/chapter1/index.html

	08, Comparison of Two Books of Hours Printed by Thielman Kerver
	Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1535563181.pdf.TRncX

