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information write or call Katie Yoakum at the 
Research and Training Center, Regional Re
search Institute, Portland State University, P.O. 
Box 751, Portland, Oregon 97207-0751, (503) 
464-4040. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL STUDY 

As we noted in the Spring/Summer 1987 issue of 
Focal Point, Jane Knitzer, author of Unclaimed 
Children, and her colleagues at Bank Street Col
lege are conducting a national study of how 
well schools respond to children with emotional 
and behavioral difficulties. She received a 
number of replies to her request for information 
about individual programs and/or school 
districts that are particularly responsive to the 
needs of troubled children and their families 
and would welcome further information. If you 
know of such programs or school districts, or 
wish to share other perspectives on the issue, she 
would welcome hearing from you. Contact her 
at: Bank Street College of Education, 610 West 
112th Street, New York City, New York 10025, 
(212) 663-7200. 

FALL CASSP PROJECT DIRECTORS' 
MEETING 

Washington, D.C. was the site of the September 
1987 Child and Adolescent Service System Pro
gram (CASSP) Project Directors' meeting. The 
meeting opened with a welcome from Ira Lourie, 
M.D., Director of CASSP, at the National 
Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). The 
audience included CASSP project directors and 
staff, CASSP consultants, State Mental Health 
Representatives for Children and Youth, and 
other children's mental health professionals. 

The highlight of the meeting was a one day 
focus on minority concerns. Participants ex
plored methods of refining and incorporating 
minority goals and objectives into each state's 
overall CASSP plan. Several panelists discussed 
minority specific projects underway in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Alaska. Participants 
worked in small groups to discuss treatment is
sues regarding Appalachian, Asian, Black, 
Hispanic, and Native American children and 
youth. Luncheon speaker Earl Braxton, Ph.D., 
of Three Rivers Youth Training and De
velopment Center in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, 
discussed Cross Cultural Training Issues. 

An ad hoc committee composed of persons 
concerned with strengthening and sustaining 
CASSP efforts on behalf of minority children 
and families was formed during the meeting. 
Committee members emphasized the need to 
make minority issues integral to all CASSP 
activities. They urged that future efforts take 
full advantage of the leadership and wisdom 
CASSP has cultivated with respect to mental 
health treatment of minority children and 
youth. 

PARTNERS FOR A CHANGE 

Families and Professionals: Partners for a 
Change was the title of a conference held in 
Washington, D.C. September 15-17, 1987. Spon
sored by the National Alliance for the Mentally 
III (NAMI) and the Virginia Treatment Center 
for Children, this meeting was the first national 
meeting designed specifically for parents whose 
minor children have serious mental or emotional 
disorders and for professionals from the child
serving system. 

Assembled participants were addressed by 
Madeleine Will, Assistant Secretary, Office of 
Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, 
U.S. Department of Education. Mrs. Will 
identif ied major areas that need the attention of 
parents and professionals working together: 

• Interagency and intersystem collaboration 
on behalf of emotionally disabled children 
and their families; 

• Parental involvement in planning, imple
menting and evaluating services for their 
children; and 

• Appropriate educational programs and re
lated services. 

Awards were presented to a number of 
groups and individuals "that have enabled and 
empowered parents and families of mentally ill 
children and adolescents through training, spe
cial programs, or other initiatives." Jeannie C. 
Baliles, Virginia'S First Lady, presented awards 
to: 

• John P. Baker, Parents and Children Coping 
Together, Inc. 

• Dana Baldridge & Bruce Moran, Positive 
Reflection 

• Richard Donner, Topeka, Kansas 
• Glenda Fine, Parents Involved Network 

continued on last page 
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Research and Training Center Resource Materials 


D Annotated Bibliography. Parents ofEmotionally Ilandi
capped Children: Needs. Resources. and Relationships with 
Professionals. Covers relationships between professionals 
and parents, parent self-help, support and advocacy groups, 
parent participation, parents' problems and guidelines. 
$3.00 per copy. 

D Annotated Bibliography. Youth in Transition: Resources 
for Program Development and Direct Service Intervention. 
Transition needs of adolescents: educational and vocational 
issues, programs and curriculum, research overviews, inter
personal issues, skills training. One copy free while sup
plies last. 

D Child Advocacy Annotated Bibliography. Includes selected 
articles, books, anthology entries and conference papers 
written since 1970, presented in a manner useful to readers 
who do not have access to the cited sources. $7.00 per 
copy. 

D Families as Allies Conference Proceedings: Parent
Professional Collaboration Toward Improving Services for 
Seriously Emotionally Ilandicapped Children and Their 
Families. Held in April 1986 and attended by delegations 
from thirteen western states. Includes: agenda, presentation 
transcriptions, biographical sketches, recommendations, 
worksheets, and evaluations. One copy free while supplies 
last. 

D Gathering and Sharing: An Exploratory Study of Service 
Delivery to Emotionally Handicapped Indian Children. 
Findings from Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, covering 
current services, successes, service delivery barriers, exem
plary programs and innovations. $2.00 per copy. 

D 	Glossary ofAcronyms. Laws. and Termsfor Parents of 
Children with Emotional Handicaps . Glossary is excerpted 
from the Taking Charge parents' handbook. Approximately 
150 acronyms, laws, and words and phrases commonly en
countered by parents of children with emotional handicaps 
are explained. $1.00. 

D 	Making the System Work: An Advocacy Workshop for 
Parents. A trainers' guide for a one-day workshop des igned 

to introduce the purpose of advocacy, identify sources of 
power and the chain of command in agencies and school 
systems, and practice advocacy techniques. $5.00. 

D The Multnomah County CAPS Project: An Effort to 
Coordinate Service Delivery for Children and Youth Con
sidered Seriously Emotionally Disturbed. A process evalua
tion of an interagency collaborative effort is reported. The 
planning process is documented and recommendations are 
offered. $3 .00 per copy. 

D National Directory ofOrganizations Serving Parents of 
Seriously Emotionally Handicapped Children and Youth. 
The U.S . organizations included provide one or more of the 
following services: education and information, parent train
ing, case and systems level advocacy, support groups, 
direct assistance such as respite care, transportation and 
child care. $5.00 per copy. 

D Parents' Voices: A Few Speakfor Many (videotape). Three 
parents of children with emotional handicaps discuss their 
experiences related to seeking help for their children (45 
minutes). A trainers' guide is available to assist in present
ing the videotape. Free brochure describes the videotape and 
trainers' guide and provides purchase or rental information. 

D Taking Charge : A Handbookfor Parents Whose Children 
Have Emotional Handicaps. This self-teaching workbook 
for parents addresses topics such as parents' feelings about 
themselves and their children, labels and diagnoses, types 
of professionals and treatments, and legal issues. Single 
copies free to parents of children with emotional handicaps 
while supplies last. All others, $7.00 per copy. 

o Working Together: The Parent/Professional Partnership. A 
trainers' guide for a one-day workshop for a combined 
parent/professional audience. Designed to identify percep
tions parents and professionals have of each other and 
obstacles to cooperation; as well as discover the match 
between parent needs and professional roles, and practice 
effective listening techniques and team decision making. 
$5.00. 

ORDER FORM AND MAILING LIST Research and Training Center 

D Please send me the publications indicated above. $ enclosed as appropriate. 


D Add me to your mailing list. D Take me off your mailing list. 


D Change my address as noted below. 


D List my organization in the national directory. (The Research and Training Center will contact you.) 


NAME ____________________________________________________ 
CHECKS PAYABLE TO: Regional Research 

ORGANUATION______________________________________________ Institute for Human Services 
MAIL TO: Resource Services Coordinator, Research 

STREETADDRESS____________________________________________ and Training Center, Regional Research Institute for 
Human Services, Portland State University, 

CITYISTA TElZIP______________________________________________ 
P.O. Box 751, Portland, Oregon 97207-0751. 
(503) 464-4040TELEPHONE ________________________________________________ 
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NOTES & COMMENTS continued from page 10 

• 	Barbara Friesen, Families as Allies Project 
• 	Carol Howe, Alliance for Mentally III 


Children and Adolescents (AMICA) 

• 	Barbara Huff, Families Together, Inc. 
• Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Navarette 
• 	PACER Center, Inc. 
• 	Rebecca Viers, Albuquerque Support Group 

for Parents of Behaviorally Different 
Children 

Mrs. Baliles was presented with a special 
leadership award for her efforts in the State of 
Virginia to improve services for children with 
emotional disa bili ties. 

In closing, Laurie Flynn of NAMI urged 
participants to put their new knowledge and 
skills into practice on behalf of children who 
are handicapped by serious mental and 
emotional problems. 

CROSS-CULTURAL SKILLS IN INDIAN 
CHILD WELFARE 

As a part of the Portland Research and Training 
Center's new minority men tal health ini tia tive, 
we alert our readers to the availability of a 
monograph for non-Indian social service 
providers working with Indian children and 
families. Cross-Cultural Skills in Indian Child 
Welfare: A Guide for the Non-Indian is available 
for $12.50 through the following: Northwest 
Indian Child Welfare Institute, Regional 
Research Institute, Portland State University, 
P.O. Box 751, Portland, OR 97207, (503)464-3038 . 

P.O. Box 751 
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 

• 	experiences parenting a child with 
emotional handicaps; 

• 	interactions involving or concerning 
their children with friends, family 
and professionals; 

• 	frustrations and successes in seeking 
and obtaining services; or 

• 	expectations and hopes for their 

children's future. 


Paren ts should include their names, ad
dresses and telephone numbers; however, 
their contributions may be published 
anonymously if they so desire. 

NEXT ISSUE: FOCUS ON FAMILIES 

The Spring 1988 issue of Focal Point will 
f eature information a bou t the needs and 
interests of families whose children have 
emotional disabilities. A new column 
containing contributions by parents will 
be introduced. We will also include pre
liminary results from our Parent Survey, 
articles on family support, and additional 
respi te care resources. 
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PARENT COLUMN 

We will be inaugurating a new parent 
column in the Spring 1988 issue of Focal 
Point. Parents are invited to submit con
tributions, not exceeding 250 words in 
length, describing (for example) their: 


