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"dis|orientation" probes how we construct online identity and represent bodily desire by linking our haptic expectations as we touch—and 
push—the fantasy images of advertising to realities of the sexual underground. As with “phonesex,” the lingering mouse touch reveals 
sexualized images from the advertising world, specifically the overly sexualized images of Abercrombie & Fitch poster boys. But pushing the 
images takes us to postings inspired by Craigslist advertisements from men who are self-identified as straight but who are seeking man-to-
man bodily contact. In this piece, I invite meditation on the nature of the “closet” vis-à-vis multiple identificatory practices and positions. 
The closet, in this case, is simultaneously the repository of A&F; clothing, the perennial favorite of fratboys and straight college kids; the 
homo-eroticized advertising used to appeal to such kids; the pervasiveness of homo-erotic behavior masked under the label “straight;” and 
the continued larger cultural failure to honor the homo-erotic while still using it to sell merchandise. Dominant culture constructs the 
homo-erotic as the secret, tempting desire that must still be hidden behind the façade of the “straight.” I find it curious how the digital 
world provides access to linking different pieces of our fractured sexual landscape. 

Fair Use Statement 

All images in "phonesex" were taken by and are owned by the creator. Images in "dis|orientation" fall under fair use as they are remixed 
from popular media to create artwork as social commentary. Statements were inspired by Craigslist postings so that they reflect the 
intention but not the specificities of any particular post; all original postings that inspired my “posts” have since expired. The artist makes 
no material profit from either artwork. 

Creator Biography 

Jonathan Alexander is a professor of English and Campus Writing Director at the University of California, Irvine. His books 
include Literacy, Sexuality, Pedagogy: Theory and Practice for Composition Studies, Digital Youth: Emerging Literacies on the 
World Wide Web, Finding Out: An Introduction to LGBT Studies (with Deb Meem and Michelle Gibson), Argument Now, a 
Brief Rhetoric (with Margaret Barber), Role Play: Distance Learning and the Teaching of Writing (edited with Marcia Dickson), 
and Bisexuality and Transgenderism: InterSEXions of the Others (edited with Karen Yescavage).  
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