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explanation and without veering into academic language, we
can discuss how each part of a learning ecosystem is impacted
by other parts and in turn impacts those other parts.
Additionally, the metaphor of the learning ecosystem has
become well accepted within the employment sector as a way to
think about how instructional design fits within the work

setting. As academics thoughtfully using the language of the
employment sector, we can bring a critical perspective without

having to “swim upstream” by introducing unfamiliar language.

Finally, by sticking with the metaphor of the learning ecosystem,
we acknowledge the work that has come before us. The articles
and papers we refer to in this blog include the working learner,
and often put the working learner in the center of the
ecosystem. We take a slightly different approach in that we are
seeing the working learner as one of the many parts of a
complex ecosystem while using an analytic lens to bring the
working learner into a clear focus. Our hope is that doing so will
help us build a better understanding of just what their role is in

the ecosystem while capturing the complexities of that system.

_ on December 26, 2020 at 1:.04 pm

This article made me think of the ideas of Fritjof
Capra in his book ‘ The Turning Point’. He said in 1982
that narrowly focusing on one discipline causes
people to miss the connections with the whole. One
area that he mentioned in this respect is medical
science

Yes, we need cures but prevention is more



important. Is it the case that when something is
complex, it's hard to get people to see the
importance of it ? Climate change is the most
important example of people not seeing the whole
picture. So how can we communicate the

importance of the connections between things ?

I o~ /ol 8,2021 at 3:43 pm

Really great point; this is very complex. Thanks for
responding. | hope that you check out our blog posts
that show how we are digging into the work of
understanding working learners in these complex

ecosystems.

_ on June 29, 2021 at 12:47 am

Extremely well written, and a great intro to the focus
on the working learner — almost my favorite part of
the discussion. But recently | am very interested in
the role of employers and how the working learner is
impacted by what the employer does/doesn’t do to
support the potential learners and create “bridges”
for the learner to access the learning.
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