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FEASHLIGHT

USING BIZUP'S BEAM TO ILLUMINATE THE RHETORIC OF RESEARCH




THE CLASSIC QUESTION

'WHAT IS A PRIMARY SOURCE?
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RESEARCH ASSIGNMEN [

1. Three academic books

2. Five peer reviewed journal articles
3. no more than two websites

4. no Wikipedia!
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INFUHMATIUN SOURCES AS

- CONTAINERS






A BIGGER ISSUE

WHAT DO WRITERS DO WITH SOURCES?
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JOSEPH BIZUP



BIZUP'S BEAM

® Present Information, Establish
Facts

Background

e Explicate, Interpret, Analyze

Exhibit

e Affirm, Dispute, Refine, Extend

Argument

e Critical lens; key terms, theory,
style, perspective, discourse

Method
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PARTNER IN BEAM




" OK. | GUESS | AM DOING THIS.



STEP 1

SELECT ARTICLE




STEP 2

FLAG TEXT

W=

es Na 1€ potential to shape public opinion. Overall, this study helps to
evaluate the level of le

gitimization for Wikipedia.

Framing of Wikipedia
(" McCombs (2005) defined five stages of agenda-setting theory: (1) issue agenda- )
setting, (2) attribute agenda-setting, (3) psychology of agenda-setting effects, (4) sources
- of the media agenda, and (5) conseq

uences of agenda-setting. This study explores two of -
these areas: how attributes in media coverage frame the online encyclopedia Wikipedia,
and how the media use it as a source,

gal

According to Gamson (1989), fra ming theory helps to analyze how certain attributes

of information are emphasized over others, It is important to understand how the media
frame an issue when there are a variety of options to present the information. The
selection of specific facts and their interpretation have the potential to shape public
opinion and influence the public's agenda (Mahon and Wartick, 2003). When journalists
choose a frame for an issue, they make a consequential decision that will influence the

story, but also its reader's perception of

the issue (McCombs and Shaw, 1993). Wanta et al.
(2004) stressed that the public learns th
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STEP 3

FLAG CITATIONS

GANS, HERBERT J. (2003) Democracy and the News, New York: Oxford University Press.
-GILES, JIM (2005) “Internet Encyclopedias Go Head to Head", Nature 438, pp. 900-1.
GOLDMAN, JIM (2008) “Steve Jobs' Macworld Speech Leaked or Big Hoax?", CNBC, http://

www.c:nbc.com;‘id,r’z2664083!Steveﬁjobs_MacworId_Speech_Leaked_Or_Big_Huax,

accessed 26 March 2008.

-GUENTHEROTH, HORST and SCHOENERT, ULF (2007) “Wikipedia: Wissen fuer alle”, Stern, http://
www.stern.de/digital/online/wikipedia-wissen-fuer-alle-606048.html, accessed 26 March

2008.
HALAVAIS, ALEXANDER and LACKAFF, DEREK (2008) “An Analysis of Topical Coverage of Wikipedia”,

Journal of Computer-mediated Communication 13(2), pp. 429-40.
HENNINGER, DANIEL (2007) “Bong Hits 4 Jesus—explained”, The Wall Street Journal, http://

www.wsj.com, accessed 25 March 2008.
HOVLAND, CARL I. and WEISS, WALTER (1951) “The Influence of Source Credibility on Communication

Effectiveness”, Public Opinion Quarterly 15, pp. 635-50.
IBELEMA, MINEABERE and POWELL, LARRY (2001) “Cable Television News Viewed as Most Credible”
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APPLICATION OF BEAM

1. Distribute flagged articles

2. Student volunteer reads abstract
3. Independent analysis

4. Groups of three discuss

5. Groups report out



HOW IT WENT

 Students engaged
 Students reticent

e Aha moment



OUTCOMES

19 research consultations
Quality of papers increased
A professorieonverted

An effective inroads established



REFLECTION

e BEAM for reading ANDwriting
e BEAM for practicing rihetorical criticism

* Application for other disciplines?



OTHER LIBRARIES USING BEAM

Bard High School Early College - Manhattan
Brookdale Community College
California State University Maritime
The George Washington University
High Point University
lllinois Wesleyan University
St. Olaf College
Portland State University
University of Baltimore
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Wisconsin Milwaukee
Westminster College
Worcester State University
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QUES TIONS?
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