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New Census Data Show Poverty on the Rise in Oregon and Nationwide

Jack Byerly and Jason Jurjevich
Population Research Center
February 2013

The U.S. Census Bureau’s latest Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE), released in December 2012, show an increase in poverty in Oregon and
nationwide from 2010 to 2011. During this petiod, the nation’s poverty rate rose from 15.3 percent ( /- 0.1 percent) to 15.9 percent ( /- 0.1 percent), while the rate
in Oregon rose sharply from 15.8 percent ( /- 0.3 percent) to 17.3 percent ( /- 0.4 percent)[1]. Both the national and state increases are statistically significant. In

2011, Oregon had the sixteenth highest rate of poverty (tied with Oklahoma) among the fifty states and the District of Columbia (see Figure 1).

The new data also estimate the median household income for 2011. Among Oregon households, the median income stood at $46,876 (/- $676), compared to the
national median income of $50,502 ( /- $73).

Figure 1: Percentage of Americans Living At or Below the Poverty Level, by U.S. State (2011)
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2011 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)
Oregon Counties

The 2010 and 2011 SAIPE data for Oregon counties are summarized in Table 1. Three counties experienced statistically significant increases in poverty rates from
2010 to 2011: Washington, Klamath, and Jackson. The only county with a statistically significant decrease was Malheur County, which dropped from 39.5 percent in
2010 ( /- 3.6 percent) to 24.5 percent in 2011 (/- 4.6 percent). Despite this sharp drop, however, roughly 1 in 4 Malheur County residents stll live at or below the
poverty level — the highest of any county in Oregon. Table 2 shows median household income in Oregon counties for 2010 and 2011. The only Oregon county to
experience a statistically significant change in median household income for this period was Multnomah County, which saw median household income fall from
$49,534 (/- $1,451) to $46,989 ( /- $1,444) (all values are 2011 dollars).

Multnomah County, at 19.4 percent ( /- 1.2 percent) in 2011, continues to experience a higher poverty rate than its Portland metro area neighbors. Washington
County experienced a statistically significant online casino australia increase in poverty rates, rising from 9.7 percent ( /- 1.3 percent) in 2010 to 12.6 percent ( /- 1.2
percent) in 2011. Clackamas County had one of the state’s lowest poverty rates in 2011, at 11.0 percent ( /- 1.3 percent). Across the Columbia River in Clark County,
Washington, the 2011 poverty rate was 13.7 percent ( /- 1.3 percent).

About SAIPE

The Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE) are produced annually by the U.S. Census Bureau. Combining data from the decennial census and the
ongoing American Community Survey, as well as administrative records such as summaries of federal income tax returns and participation counts for programs such
as SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly known as Food Stamps), the Bureau estimates poverty rates and household income for school

districts, counties, states, and the nation.

Table 1: Percentage Living in Poverty by Oregon County
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010 and 2011 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)

Table 2: Median Household Income by Oregon County
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“Reparted in inflation adjusted 2011 dollars based on the Consumer Price Index [CPI)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau’s 2010 and 2011 Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates (SAIPE)

[1] All comparisons and margins of error are reported at the 90% confidence level.

Special thanks to Risa Proebl, Charles Rynerson and Lisa Y arbrough.
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