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Subject: Re: [SCHOLCOMM] ACRL-STS scholarly communications program at Annual  
Date: Thu, 7 Jul 2016 16:26:21 

[...] 
 
FWIW, I’m not surprised to hear about the harsh reaction to ResearchGate 
and Academia.edu. My impression is that in libraries, we tend to see those 
two services as a threat to our IRs (boo!) whereas we tend to see Sci-Hub as 
a threat to commercial publishing (yay!).  
 



Institutional repositories exist 
primarily to serve as green open 
access archives. 

Assumption: FALSE 
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For most of the past seven years I had thought I was 
working to promote open access to academic 
scholarship and creative works [...] But I find now 
that these efforts failed to meet the standards 
of [...] open access advocates [...] 



There is no one right purpose or use 
for an IR, and no one, definitive 
measure of success. 

Fact: TRUE 



“IR pluralism in a world of open access gospel” 



Common questions: 
 
• What are the best containers/platforms? 
• Should we host or not host? 
• What are the best ways to make content visible and discoverable? 
• What is the role of IRs in providing “green” open access to work 

published elsewhere? 
• What should go in (and what should be kept out)? 
• What is the role of IRs in being publishing platforms for original 

and unique institutional publications? 
• What measures of success matter? Which measurements matter 

to whom? 
• How are access and use measured—downloads, altmetrics, and 

so on? 
• What is the impact of an institutional repository? 
 

Callicott, B. B., Scherer, D., & Wesolek, A. (2016). Making institutional repositories work. West Lafayette: Purdue University Press. 



Varied answers: 
 
• The nature/mission of your institution and library 
 
• The characteristics/needs of your community 
 
• The unique opportunities presented by the confluence of : 

• Your institution 
• Your faculty/students 
• Your local content/collections 
• Your library staff – strengths/interests/networks 

 
 

 



Illustration of Humpty Dumpty from Through the Looking Glass, by John Tenniel, 1871. 

“When I use a word,” 
Humpty Dumpty said in 
rather a scornful tone, 
“it means just what I 
choose it to mean—
neither more nor less.” 

Lewis Carroll; quoted in: Royster, P., (2012). Up from Under the “Open Access” Bus. Journal of 
Librarianship and Scholarly Communication. 1(2), eP1045. 



INSTITUTIONAL REPOSITORY 
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