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OUTLINE OF CITY CLUB REMARKS

A. Curient plans for the stretch of I-5 between the Marquam Bridge
and the Fremont Bridge are rnot right for Portland. These plans don’t
get the freeway off the East Bank of the river; they don”t recognhize
the coming investments at the new convention center and at the new
OMSI site; they don’t significantly improve the safety and
converiience of Interstate or local travel.

B. Riverfront For People is convinced that we can get more for our
money.

C. be balicuwe Toc M T Dlub dossd that the Willamette River is
fundamental to Fortland; that FPortland has been, and must again be, &
City of the River. #As we grew bexond the confines of the present
downtown and as the channels of interstate commerce changed from
wzater to rail to interstate highwayr, the river became an cbstacle--to
be ocvercome by ferries and eventually by bridges. It was less and
less our lifeline of commerce and more and more a divider.,

That divicsion continues to this day and, in our opinion, cannot be
cyercome until the East Bank of the Willamette River enjors the same
attention and level of public and private investment as the West
Bz,

D. The City Club agrees, as your Goale for the City and »your
visionary ‘Riverwalk” publication make clear.

F. Riverfront For Feople was formed because no local public or
private incstitution ({with the single exception of the City Club) was
diligently pursuing that vision. When the Central City Flan cast the
vision but then failed to take the #1350 million freeway plans to
task, Ron Buel started calling around. @&nd here we are. #And here

we 1l stay until your vision and ocurs gets official recognition.

G, Riverfront for Feople likes an altermative that isn’t being

discussed any more, & plan affecticnately called alternative 2. That
plan was a real vision—--praomicsing the best service to the interstate
traveler and offering Portland 43 acres of riverfront land for public

A

anc porivate development.

But in the spirit of working together we agreed with the City Council
Study Committee to a compromise alternative which provided only 21
acres of riverfront land, about half of what Portland could get, and
173 less than the 37 acres which alreadyr exist on the West Bank.

Still, Riverfront for Feople agreed that the balance of benefits
represented by the recommendation of the City Council Study Committee



had the best chance of gaining consensus from the rest of Portland
and a fair chance of gaining a majority vote in the City Council.

Early returne on that judgement are encouraging. The City Planning
Commission, after review of the Committee’s recommendation and a
pubdtic hearing, unanimously affirmed the recommendation and called on
the City Council to begin engineering and other technical studies in
preparatiaon for building a new freeway along the Water Avenue-First
Avenue alignment.

Rivec oot for Deop o cppoa-te the Study Committee’s Plan. We
suppoart the Planning Commission’s recommendation to the City Council,

Now we are being asked to accept an eleventh-hour vision that
pravides only S acres of riverfront land. I1“11 bet that some of »ou
hawve that much land in your back yard. But that‘e not all. This
vision will cost ue $72 million deollare!

I ask you, am I crazy or doee that sound to you like no vision at
all!

In fact, »you begin to wonder. Why should all this money be spent to
get so little? If we can‘t get a truly visionary plan going, let‘s
do nothing at all. That at least would leave options open for the
next generation. You can be sure that Portland will eventually get
ite riverfront back. Now is the best (certainly the cheapest) time
to make that happen. But if now doesn’t have the votes, let’s don’t
make it harder for our children by pouring money into schemes which
will juset have to be bought and torn down to makKe way for their
vision.,

H. RFF agrees that we have =zcme hard work ahead of us to get the
money we need to realize the Committee‘s plan. But there is more
than just hope:

1. Gt has oldained fonly recentliy?) an interpretation from the
Federal Highway folkKs that Portland will not lTose the #3534 million in
federal funds already authorized. This means we can take the time we
need to make the Committee’s plan work.

2. additional money is required for any of the alternatives under
consideration. The Committee’s plan will require some %38 million
more. That is & lot of moner, but it'e not an insane amount of
money. It’s less than the cost of orne downtown coffice building. MNow
I ask you, isn“t that precicus little to invest in the future of
Portland?

3. this region has a congressiconal delegation that has
successfully found federal funde for many projects in the past and
woulc do eo again--if the people of the City agree that freeing the



East Bank of the river is a desirable and important project, as we
think they will,

4. we made & serious mistake 25 yeare ago with our deciszion to
place the freeway on the riverfront because it was “too expensive’ to
dec il e, Do we want to make that came mistake again? No.

I. In summary, we think that freeing the East Bank of the Willamette
River i€ an important and desirable goal for the City and the Region;
we Know that many others agreej we are convinced that we can get the
maney; and we hope the City will either go for the vision or leave
the decision for the next generation.

J. We will not have another chance to move the freeway in the lives
of all of »ou here, or in the lives of your children. The right
path is clear, if difficult., @And we're down to the nmitty gritty.
It's now or a lot tater. Let’s make the right decision. Let‘s
decide now to move that freeway off the Eacst Bank. Then let‘s all
get together and find the moner to make the right decision work for
the oo le ool thi T ettt '
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