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Claire Golden

But Why Would You Quit?
after Jamaica Kincaid

Shoulders down. Follow the music. Smile, the audience doesn't want to see
you in pain. Point your feet.” " in your stomach; I don’ty  tto see what
you ate for lunch. You really ight up when you're dancing! Don't smile so
much. You're not flexible enough. First pointe shoe fitting, right? Shoulders
down. There aren’t enough roles for everyone, so don't be disappointed if
you aren’t selected. You're in intermediate ballet and should have your splits
by now. You can't wear glasses onstage; you're going to have to get contacts.
Beautiful performance today. Your arches are just average, nothing excep-
tional. Just power through, only two we¢  left in the summer intensive. You
make basic pliés something beautiful to watch. Don't get frustrated; you're
just not naturally flexible. Developpé front on 5, 6, 7, 8. Don't cry; you have
to develop a thick skin to make it in the ballet world. You really can’t touch
your toes?

Auditions are next week for The Nutcracker. Stand up straight. Pointe shoes
hurt; just deal with it. Sweetie, you can’'t dance 15 days in a row, you need

to take a day off classes so you can recover. Wow, you bled through your

toe pad? Tombe, pas de bourré¢e, glissade, grand jeté. Shoulders down! Who
told you that your arches were average? You have beautiful feet! Today were
taking photographs for the academy brochure; please line up and do an
arabesque. Congratulations on being cast in Sleeping Beauty. You have beau-
tiful stage presence. Class, you all need to have your splits by now. You're the
kind of dancer I'd want to watch. Don't lean on the barre. Your pointe shoe
ribbons are coming loose. Nice over-split. Don’t be sad, maybe next year
you'll get the role. Jump higher! If your calves hurt that much, you should
see someone; you can't dance through it this time. Leg higher; you are lucky
to be naturally flexible, so you need to make the most of it. Wow, you're so
lucky, I can't stretch my leg that high.

You have Achilles tendonitis; here is an extensive list of exercises to rehabil-
itate. Everyone reaches the end of their natural ability eventually; you've hit
your plateau. You're too tall to audition for the role of Clara. Never wear flip-
flops, they're bad for dancers’ feet. Your shoulders are up again. Not every-
one’s body is cut out for ballet; some body types are better suited for other
styles of dance. Don’t slouch. Wait, you're not doing the summer intensive?
Look how skinny that girl is! I've noticed you're struggling in class lately, so
I'm paying more attention to the other students. Here is the regulation leo-
tard; no exceptions. No cover-u  may 2worninclass.D lep 1ettes
now, everyone. You cut your hair? You can't have short hair in the ballet
world; it has to go in a bun. What do you mean, you're quitting il
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Dortland State Writers,
Artists and11hi ° s!

Don't forget to follow us on Facebook and Instagram.
We'll be posting work from the most recent submission
period, interesting literary even you can check out
around Portland, and you can keep up to date with what
Pathos is up to.

P: 7 » 7 'tMag

Thanks again and we look forward to reading your
submissions this winter!

Cheers,

pathos
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