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Preface
This manual presents a concise but abbreviated statement of one

objective TAT scoping system and i£s predictive efficiency. 1t is designed
to facilitate application of this approach to TAT scoring, ‘Although the
rationale upon which this method is predicated derives from certain specific
assumptions regarding personality, the Elinical use of these categories does
not demand any particular theoretical persuasion. The author recognizes two
kinds of validity germane to projectivé instruments: (a) validityl, pre~
diction of clindcal diagnosis; (b) vélidityz, prediction of personality
characteristics, This manual deals only with validiﬁyl° As the méterial
contained herein is stiil largely in tenﬁétive form, the author will welcome
suggestions, ammendations,'eléborations, criticism, This manual owes its
" existence to many individuals who helped ¢ollect the data, score the pro~'
tocols, apply statistical techniques, and type the various manuscripts,

Their combined efforts have made this manual possible,



.
Introduction
Clinical use of the TAT has been largely restricted to content analysis
\'by the plethora of cumbersome scoring systems currently available, That

scoring systems should be simple, objective, employ stimulus properties of .

the TAT cards, and be related to personality theory, is becoming empirically

"evident, That TAT scoring can be a eclerical procedure znd interpretation a
clinical skill is conjruent with the new Jook in projertive testing., The
use of objective scoring does not imply abandonment of content analysis but
is merely a formal aid to this process, .
Rationale

Discussion of the approach to personality theory which antedated the
rationale for TAT scoring is not appropriate here (3). However, there are at
least three aspects of test behavior to be considered in devising objective
scoring systems (6): (a) approach to the situation (reflected, for example,
in the manner standard test directions are followed); (b) normality of
responses (abstractions of structural and content material included By
specified percentages of "normal" $s); (c) rarity of responses (those in-
frequent résponses in a "normal" population which appeaf_with significantly
higher frequency in psychopathological conditions), ‘

' Scoring Categories

These three aspects of test behavior have been objectified as Perceptual

Organigation, Perceptual Range, and Perceptual Personalization,rgspectively.
1, Perceptual Organization (FPO)

Degerintion

This category reflects the 8's ability to follow the standard directions

to "tell a story," Seven possible components are included: (a) card des-



2
criptions (b) present behavior; (c) past events; (d) future events; (e)

feeling; (f) thought; (g) outcome,

PO Scoring Directions

, You are scoring to see how closeély the subject followed the original
test directions, Score sheets are provided (Appendix A) which are used to
record PO, FR and PP, The score sheet contains a list of the seven com~
ponents (abbreviated as CD, PB, PZ, FE, F, T, O respectively) and spaces to
record presence or absence of each component for each card used, Columns
have been labeled for cards 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and space is left for any other
cards which may have been administered, Fach PO component present in stury
is scored by placing a plus (+) in the appropriate space on the score shest.
A minus (~) is scored for components not included, Wo score is given for
frequency of appearance on each card, '

Any of these components which appear after the first question by the
examiner (additional scores) should be entered on the sheet and the entry
circled,

A1l stories given by the subject may be scored., The total PO score is the
sum of scores to the five stories.from cards 2, 3, 4, 6, 7. Note that space
is also provided for tallyirg frequency (f) of comporents for all cards,
Circled PO comnonenis should not be added in obtaining the total PO score.
Enter total sccre in box libsled T; enter total additional scores in box
labeled T add,

a, Card Descrintion (CD)

Physical description of two or more things or persons actually present
in the picture. It may be a listing such as, "This is a man, a woman, a tree,
etc,” It may serve to introduce the story, "The boy is on the floor",.,,"The
woman who is by the tree is,..,’ In these cases there is never any action;
merely description. If the word "picture" is used, then only one person or
thing need follow, "This is a picture of a boy,". CD may occur anywhere in the
story.

b. Present Behavior (FB)

Any activity or behavior that occurs in the present or is in the process
of occurring within the picture. For example (card 2), "The man is plowing
the field," Activity which oceurs outside of the frame~of-reference of the
picture is scored Past Events or Future Events,

c. Past Events (FE)

Things, events, situations which have taken place in the past, i.e.,
before the time of the scene pictured on the card and described in the story.
These may be in the immediate or the remote past and must be specified and
definite things, events, or situationg,
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d, Future Events (FE)

Things, events, situations vhich will take place or do take place in the
future, i.e,, after the time of the scene pictured on the card and described
in the story, These may be in the immediate or remote future and must be

specific and definite things, events, or situations,

8. Peeling (F)

Any expression of feeling or emotion on the part of the characters
present in the story, This includes affect, i.e., sad, mad, in love, and
desire, i,e., wishing and wanting (but not need), '

f. Thought (T)

Any expression of thought, memory, dream or allied mental state present
in the story. This includes decision, belief, realization, knowing, praying,
figuring, etc. :

g. Outcome (0)

The inclusion of a specific statement which indicates the ending,
denouement, finale, or conclusion of the story, This may consist in behavior,
feeling, thought or even, rarely, be present by implication in future events.
If this does occur, both outcome and future events are scored, Usually
appears at or near the end of the story, i,e,, the last sentence or phrase,

2. Perceptual Range (PR)
Description

Empirical evidence has been used to establish critsria as to content a
group of "pormall Ss will include in their TAT stories a given peytentage .
of the time (11), Three sevarate stimulus properties were chosen for each
card on the basis of inclusion by approximately 90 pér cent or more of this

Tnormal' group,

MR Scoring Directions

You are scoring to see how closely the subject adheres to norms for
various aspects of the stories, The 15 stimulus properties for males are:
Card 2 {a) family: young girl, woman, activity specified; adult male; (b)
fields or farm; (c) books or school; Card 3 (d) figure, sex and age specified;
(e) emotions noted; (f) activity specified; Card 4 (g) males emotions noted,
activity specifiedy (h) womang activity specified; (1) conflict. or’ céopsrations
Card 6 '(j) man; emotions noted, activity specified; (k) woman; emotions riobedj
{1) personality reforrent; Card 7 (m) older male, activity speoified, relabtion-
ship specified; (n) male, emotions noteds (o} personality referrenty -The 15
stimulus properties for women are:! A



~ly

Card 2 (a) family: young girl, activity specified; woman; adult male; (b)
fields or farmj (c) books or schook; Card 3 (d) female; le) emotions noted;
activity specified; (f) story: death, murder, illness, frustrationj Curd 4

z) male; emotions noted; activity specified; (h) woman; activity specified;
(1) conflict or cooperation; Card 6 (j) male, activity indicated; (k) female,
emotions noted; (1) relationship indicated; Card 7 (m) adult female, activity
specified, emotions noted; (n) child, female, emotions .noted; (o) relation-
ship specified, You have been provided with criteria lists on a score sheet
(M or F).(Appendix A), All jtems included in each criterion must be mentioned
for score to be earned, No score is given for indefinite or ambiguous state-
ments,” For example, in Card 2 (male), if the "family," the "young girl," the
"woman," and' the "adult male" are mentioned, no score is- given because the
Uactivity" of the "woman" is not specified,

Road each story once, then go tack and look for each particular_item in
each criterion; finally, check off complete criteria on the score sheet, plus
(+) for those present; minus (~) for those not included in story.

To obtain the total PR score, add the plus scores obtained for each story,
and enter in box labeled T, . :

3. Perceptual Personaligation (FP)
" Description

Some expression, words, and phrases used in the story are incongruous
and have no obvious reference to the story that S is trying to relate. These
inclusions are clearly neither stimulus reproductions nor additions to the
stimulus, PP are deviations from the relatively consistent, organized, co~
herent protocol-~product, the ?&T story.. These deviations, in order to be
scored, must be extreme., They may refer to things labeled performance
adequacy, comments, parenthetical remarks, qualifications, picture criti;isms,

adventitious descriptions, vagueness, evasion, or direct personal reference,

PP Scoring Directions

As you read each story you will note that certain words and phrases do not
seem to belong with the rest of the story,., They do not add anything to the
ideas and events in the story, These words and phrases include all questions
and remarks concerning the way the subject feels about his performance, the
picture, and himself, They may refer to things which have been called "adequacy
of performance," "gqualification," Ypicture criticisms," "vagueness and evasion,"
and "personal reference," o

Examples of these "out of plaée“ words and phrasss follow:
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Questionsgy "Is that a boy or a girl?" "What'!s that supposed to be?"

Adeguacy of performance: "I can't figure that one out,"

Qualifications: "Wait a minutes..," "It's not really that at all,”

’ficture criticismt "This picture is silly," "There is no point to
this at all," ’

Parenthetical comments: "That!s about all on that," "There is not
much connected with it.®

Adventitious descrivtive comments: Any remarks just thrown in without
apparent connection to the rest of the story, These remarks often pertain to
physical descrivtion of the picture, or the people in it,

Vagueness and evasion: '"or....or;! "either,...or," "more or less,'
"or something,” "..e...4,..whatever it is,"

Personal reference: Any reference to "I¥, Any inclusion of personal
information which is identified as such by the subject.,

List the words and phrases by number for each ‘card scored on the
appropriate score sheet (M or F),

Iist each word or phrase to be scored separately
One point is given for each word or phrase listed.

The PP score is the total number of points for all cards scored, Enter
the total PP score in the box labeled T,

Card Selection

Five TAT cards were selected to compose the basic life situations: Cards
2, 3BM, 4, 6BM, and 7BM for males; cards 2, 3GF, 4, 6§F, and 7GF for females,
The use of short~form TAT sets has been experimentaily evaluated by comparing
FO scores for short-form seés with the total set of cards (7)., The inclusion’
of particular cards was found to be of less importance than the actual number
of cards seleéted. AT sets of as few as‘five cards, when scored for PO,
provide data which is roughly equivalent to that from the entire series, PO
scores from the short-form set. for women correlated.,91l with scores from the

entire set,

Table 1 presents 6orrelations of PO scores for each card with the scores
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Table 1

Product-moment Correlations of PO Scores for

Bach Card with PO Score -fér All’Cards..

(67 Normal Female Ss)

Card

O B 3 oW W N

N i =~
8 L BB K& FELK B S

Mean r

.73
NaA
o Th
W7k
75
17
.70
.70
72
78
W71
+60
.63
.63
65
6l

.70 (Z transformation)
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for the entire set with Z transformations to provide a ﬁean correlation,

Table 2 presents the product-moment intercorrelations of PO scores for
normal female Ss, These data indicate that the stimulus-values of the selected
TAT cards (in. terms of N of PO items) are approximately equivalent,

Table 3 summarizes the product-moment intercorrelations of scoring
categories PO, PR, PP, for three diagnostic groups in the male sample (2)e
Significaﬁt relationships obtain between all three categories, PO and PP
are in#ersel& related éuch that high scores on PO tend to occur with iow
scores on PP, To a considerably lesser degree FR and Pé are also inversely
related, These figures raise the question of overlap between PO and FR
espécially, and to a lesser extent.between PO and PP, Further research must
explore the significance of these interrelationships, ‘Thé assumptiopsrcon—
cerning personality which led to this TAT manuzl are thoroughly congruent with
such gssociations among scoring categories, |

Subjeets

The Ss on whom this manualiis hqsed were from validation and cross-
vdlidation samples (L, 8, 9, 10), The validation samplé contained 300 Ss, 150
males and 150 females, with 100 normals, 100 neurotics, 100 psychotics. The
cr&ss~validation sample contained 90 male Ss, 30 normals, 30 neurotics, 30
psychotics, The normal male Ss were college students with no history of
psychiatric illness; the normal feméle §§‘were student nurses with MMPL T
scores all below 70, The neurotic and psychotic male 5s were chosen in terms
of previously determined criteria: (a) hospitalized; (b) diagnostic agreement
between psychiatrist and psychologist; (c) independent diagnostic formulations;
(d) diagnosis: ‘neurosig or schizophrenia, The neurctic and psychotic female
Ss were chosen in £erms of these same criteria with one exception; out patient

clinic neurotics were used, The males in the cross-validation sample were
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Table 2
Product-moment Intercorrelations
Between PO Scores on Five Cards

(67 Normal Female Ss)
~Card 3 L 6 7

'062 ‘Ll'o '050 .53

2

3 6L 5T .58
b 5857
6 .60

Note,~-All figures are significant

at <i01l level of confidence,

8



Table 3
Product-moment Intercorre.btions of
Categories PO, FR, PP for Three

Groups in the Male Sample

Cai:egory ' R PP
PO
Group:
Normal «25 - o L0

Neurotic = 43%¢ -, 32

Psychotic  ,53%% -, LON#

334
Group:
" Normal ~.18
Neurotic- o1
Psychotisc | ~o 3L

#3ignificant at the .05 level
of confidence,
**Significant at the ,01 level

of confidence,.
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chosen in terms of these same criteria with one excention; outpatient clinic
neurotics were used, All Ss were between the ages of 20 and 40, with I.Q,
scores of averags or better,
Reliability

Two kinds of scorer reliability were used (5, 6): (a) scoring category
reliability; (b) reliability of the items composing the categories, Scorer
reliability was determined by means of percent of agreement, Both kinds of
scorer reliability were galculated for all three groups, witg various scorers,
psychologists and clerks, From the male validation sample 75 stéries, 25
from each group, were randomly drawn, coded, and scored for reliability, The
same process were used for 150 stories froam the female sample and 75 stories
from the fale crosssvaliddtion sample, In all the reliability tables the
figures reported for the male.validation sample represent the average per cent
of agreeﬁent for three scorers; the figures for the male cross-validation
sample gnd the female sample represent the percent of agreement for two
8COTers.

Table 4 summarizes the per cent of agreeﬁent figures for scdring categery
reliability. The highest figures obtained for the male validation sample are
reported., The reliability for PO ranges from 88 to 94 per cent of agreement;
PR from 86 to 91 per cent; and PP from 75 to 86 per cent, The increase in
reliability for the female and male cross-validation samples is attributable tos
(a) additional practice in scoring; (b) formalization of scoring criteria on an
easily used score sheet, It should be noted that}although'the PR criteria
differ for male and female Ss that the reliability of scoring is almost iden-
tical,

The reliability of scoring separate RO and PR items is presented in Tables

5 and 6, The mean reliability figures (scoring category reliability) differ in



Table 4
Scoring Category Reliability (per cent of
agreement) for Male Validaﬁion,
Male Cross-validation (C), and

Female Validation Samples

Sample Category
PO MR PP
Male 88 86 86

Male (C) 93 89 175
Femalé 9, 91 76



Table 5

PO Item Reliability (per cent of agreement)

for Male Validation, Male Cross-validation

{C), and Female Validation Samples

Item

Ca?d Deseription
Present Behavior
Past Events
Future Events
Feoling

Thought

Qutcome

Mean

Male
.91‘
89
90
89
89
8l
92

89

Samﬁie
Male (C)
91
91
91

- 97
90
89
99

93

Female
AR
9L

9
93
95
96
96

9k



Table 6
PR Item Reliability (per cent of agreement)
for Male Validation, Male Cross-validation

(C), and Female Validation Samples

Item Sample
" Male Male (C) Female

1 &6 9 87
2 86 93 100
3 100 . 100 87
A 93 100 100
5 86 87 . 93
6 71 87 83
7 82 87 93
8 95 87 93
9 93 80 90
10 60 93 93,
11 g2 80 87
12 62 87 87
13 8 80 80
A 69 87 97
156 93 100

Mean 80 89 9L



‘ .Table 7
PP Category Reiiability (pﬁzr cent of agreement)

by Sexds and Diagnastic Gioup

" o
Nomal Nelbrétie = Foyohdbic:
Ma}e 88 8l 76
Male (C) 82 73 Th

Female 78 7 76
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gsome instances for the male sample from those reported in Table /4 because the
component entries are th@mselves mean agreements of three scorers, No con-
sistent or large dif?erences appear bétween males or feémalés and there were

no significant differences in scoring the three diagnostic groups, Thus, the
reliability figures fo} each diagnostic group are omitted, The reliability of
scoring separate FO items (on all samples) ranged from 89 to 97 per cent éf
agreement; FR from 60 to 100 per cent of agreement, -

Table 7 presents the'reliability of scoring PP for males, females, and
diagnostic groups. The lowered PP figures reflect ambiguity in the scoring
directions, i.es, the absence of specified criteria to look for in the stories,
PP reliability figures are reported by diagnostic group because ambiguity in-
creases with -bizarreness present in the TAT story. The selection of just what
to score becgmes difficult as little in the protocol relates to the continuity
of the story.

Validity

Table 8 presents the means, ranges and standard deviations for each
category from all diagnostic groups on all sa%ples. Validity was estimated by
a nonparametric, median, chi~square analysis (Tables 9, 10, 11). The statis-~
tical fact of significant differentes between diagnostic groups does not
indicate the predictive efficiency of a scoring system. For this reaéon pre-
diction scores were developed by using as criteria (cut-off scores) the normal-
neurotic and neurotic-psychotic nedians for each sample (Table 12). The
relatively small differeqces between male and female samples permit use of
combined medians obtained from the tétal sample.rather than separate cut-off
scores for each sex, These combined medians (rounded for convenient clinical
application) are 23 and 15 for PO; 11 and 7 for FR; 2 and 6 for PP, PO and

PR scores above the normal-neurotic medians were given 0; scores between the



Means, Standard Deviations(SD) and Ranges for Male (M),

Table 8

Male Cross~validation (C) and Female (F) Validation

Sam>les of Normal, Neurotic, and Psychotic

Category

Group:
Normal
Neurotic
Psychotic

PR

Group:

Normal

Neurotic .

Psychotic
PP
Group®
Normal
Neurotic

Psychotic

- 20,8

Groups on Each Scoring Category

Mean

M C

26,6 26,5
18,5

13,2 10.8

12,1 13.4

9.8 8,8

b9 5.2

1.0 o3

5¢9
12,1

3.8
5.0

F

27:5
18,5

845

14,2
9.7
Seb

o2
6.1
8.5

M

3.7
L2

l\"ol

1.8
2.2

5.8

»5
2.7

9.1

SD
C

2.6
342
2.9

1.3
1.5
1,6

1,3

b3

6.0

3.9
Le3

2.9

1,0
1,7

1.9

11
6,0
6.6

M

19-32
12-29
6-24

8~15
b~15

0~12

0-6
0-17

1-43

Range

22-31
1124

11~15
5-11
1-9

0~6

0-29

. 0=40

16~35
10-25

5-18

11-15
5-12
1~11

0-13
0-30

0-29

~16~



Table 9

Sumary of Median Test Results on PO, PR,

PP Scores of Male Validation Sample

Category
PO
Group:
Normal
Neurotic
Normal
Psyehotie
Neurotic
Paychotic
R
. Groups
Normal
Neurotic

Normal

Psychotic

Neurotic
Psychotic
PP’
Group?
Normal
Neurotic
Normal
Psychotic
Neurotic

Psychotic

Combined Above

Median Median

37,0

. 24,50
13,0
L6.5

20,25
3.5
LO,8

16,94
. 9,2
355

llo 19 :

14,5
46,8

8,90
3?2
L2,7
7468 ’
763
12,6

1.90
37.4
Te7

2,83
42,3
C17.9

737
32,1

X2

23,0

7349

39.9

17.6

76,0

5061

2446

47.9

8al

<,001
<001

<001
=001

<001

=<,001
<001

<01
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Table 10
Summary of Median Test Results on PO, PR,

PP Seores of Female Validation Sample

Combined Above

Category Median  Median X2 P

PO
Grouia:
Normal L35
- 22,50 47,7 <,001
Neurotic 9.0
Normal 49,5
16,50 9,1 <,00L
Psychotic 1.0
Neurotic L7 <
12,10 59.3 »001
Psychotic 6.2
R
Groups
Normal 48,2
. 11,90 49.5 <,001
Neurotic 14,1
Normal . 50,0 /
Psychotic 1,0
. Neurotic . Ll—l} » 3
7.68 33.9 <,001
Psychotic 15,8 .
PP '
Group:
1,50 62,6 ,001
Neurctic 46,0
N omal 7 . l R
1,30 - 58,8 <,001
Psychotic L5.4
Neurotic 23.8
6. 81{» 103 ——n—_—_—

Psycho‘oic 29.5



Table 11
Swmmary of Median Test Results on PO, PR, PP

Scores of Male Cross~validation Sample

Combined Above

Category Median Median X° p

PO
Group:
Normal 29,0
23,00 52,3 <,00L
Neurotic 1.0
Normal 30,0
21,50 58,0 <,001
Psychotic o5
Neurotic ~ 28,0
14.00 45,1 =,00L
Psychotic 2,0
h3:h
Group:
Normal i 29,8 < -
11,07 58,0 7,001
Neurctic 3
iﬂormal 30: 0
9050 R 5601 (:‘-001
Psychotic 1.0
Neurotic 29,0
7,00 39.7 <.,00L
Psychotic L8 ‘
PP
Group:
"Normal ' 8.2 .
1.95 ) 2L,6 <,001
Neurctic 27,1
Normal 6,2
2,60 30.4 =,001
PS}’Gh otic : 27 . l&
Neurotic 15,0
l&o 33 3 6 e—

Psychotic 18,0



Table 12
Normal-neurotic and Neurotic-psychotic Medians for'Hale -Validation,
Male Cross~Validation (C), Female Validation;. Total
Male, and Total Male and Female Samples for

TAT Scoring Categories PO, FR, PP

Category . Median

lormal~neurotic Neurotic~psychotic

FO
Sample:
Male 2h5 - 16,9
Male {C) . 23.0 14.0
Feiale ' 22.5 12,1
Total Male 23.8 16.3
Total M & F 23, 1.7
R
Sample:
Male 1.2 - : 747
Male (C) 1.1 ‘ 7,0
Feiiale 11,9 T
Total Male 11,1 T3
Total M & F 1.4 Te5
PP '
Sample:
Male 1: 9 Tk
Male (C) 1.9 Le3
Female l; 5 6?8
Total Male 1.9 6.2

Total M & F 1.8 A
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normal-neurotic and ne&rotic~psychotic medians were given l; and scores below
the neurotic-psychotic mediéns were given 2, FP scores below the normal~
neuro£ic median were given O; scores between the normal-neurotic median and
the neurotic~psychotic median were given 1; and scores above the néﬁrgtic-
psychotic median were given 2, Table 13 presents the percentages of Ss male .
(validation plus cro§s~validation samples) and female, in each diagnostic group
;eceiving scores of O, l; 2, This table can be used directly to evaluate the
probability that a particular scored TAT record (when translated into .prediction
scores) will fall into the normal, neurotib, or psychotic group, Thls table
constitutes preliminary norms for these three TAT scoring categories.

Past TAT research (1) has indicated that length (mumber of words) may be
related to objective sporing, The question of whether the median test differ-
ences were a result of length was raised in the male validation §tudy. That is,
would the groups have been alike in PO‘scores had their protocols been of
equivalent length? The assumptions necessary for covarience adjustments are
not satisfied and a crude test which provides a correction for regression and
takes trend intq account was used, A graphical procedure waé employed analogoﬁs
to the median test except that a kind of average regression line or "sliding
dividing line" was used in lieu of the median, Regression liﬁes were plotted
for the three groups for PO on length, a line of split (sliding dividing line)
was made for each pair of groups, the number of cases above and below were
counted; and chi-square applied, No .appreciable differerices in PO were found.
A less rigorous method would be to plot PO against length for the total sample,
draw a line fitting the medians of the columrBand compare by chi~square the
proportion of the cases in each group falling above the line of medians.

Product-moment correlations weré calculated between scoring categories and

length for the male and female samples (Table 14)., The magnitude of the PO~



Table 13
Peraentage of Ss in Each Group Receiving

Scores of 0, 1, 2 on Each Category

Group . Category

PO PR PP
Normal
Score:
0 82 8, 87
1 18 16 12
2 0 0 1
Neurotie
Scores N
0 7 1 26
1 68 81 40
2 15 5 34
Psychotic
Scores
0 1 1 13
1 16 29 42



Table 14
Produi:t-mcment Correlations between Categories FO, PR,
PPy and Length: for:Twy Sanples; .Male and Female,
Each of Three Groups, 50 §;s in Each Group

Length Category
FO 334 FP
Male
Group:
Normal o223 A5 16
Neurotic  .528t ,12 .11
Psychotic ,30% -,02 .21
Female
Group:
Normal - o55% 10 -,00
Neurotic o3 S50 O

Psychotic  JA2#%F 20  39%¢

#Significant at the .05 level of
confidence,
®Significant at the ,01 level of

confiderice,
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length correlations for the male and female samples do not-differ to any great
extent, ' The marked similarity of the respective distributions indicates that
the influence of lengbth on median test differences for the female sample is
not important, nge PR~length and PP-length correlations are significant for -
the female sample, However, neither correlation for the normal group approaches
significance, This suggests that length does not influence the scofing cate~
gories per sg but may be related to psychopathology. Again the magnitude of
the obtained correlafions.in comparison with the magnitude of the chi~square
differences between groups provides e?idencg against any appreciable constant
effect on either PR or PP prediction scdres, .

Although consensus of experts has not considered intelligence to be
related to TAT scores, product-moment correlations were calculatea between
scoring categories and intelligence as estimated by Wechsler~Bellevue, Form I,

1.0, scores {Table 15), The correlations between PO and PR scores and intelli-
gence scores for neurotics were significant at <05 and & ,05 levels of cone
fidence respectively, None of the correlations for the normal or psychotic
groups were significant, It is suggested that I.Q. scores and these TAT
scoring categoriés are not related per se but that those neurotics with higher
intelligence tend to be more in contact and thus obtain better TAT scores,
T Scores

Several problems are inYolved in use of Table 13 as preliminary nomms for
these TAT scoring categories, The cemplexity of the clerical process, the absence
of uniform procedure, and the use of unequal score units makes mandatory a mére
communicable method of presenting normative data, For these reééons conversion
to T-score equivalents was undertaken,

T-scores assume a standard group of §§f Althougﬁ the total numbef of §§

remains relatively small (N-390) and may not be representative of "normal" or


http:correlations.in

Table 15
Product-moment Sorrelations between
PO, PR, PP and Intelligence Test

Scores for Three Female Groups

Intelligencé' Category
FO R PP
Group: . |
Normal ‘(N=50) 02 ~,04 .06

Neurotic (N=34) .34¢ .31 .05
Psychotic (N=40) .22 W23 .00

#3ignificant at the .05 level of

confidence,
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clinical populations over a broad range of situations, the advantages of T-
scorés are recognized, Primarily, however, the opportunity for maximizing
differences between groups by use of combined scores was obtained, Thus, these
scéres when normalized become units common to psychological measurement and
their meaning is enhanced,

Table 16 presents the T-score equivalents for each TAT scoring category.
Table 17 contains T-score percentages of norﬁal, neurotic, and psychotic samples
for each scoring category, It will he noted that Tablés 13 and 17 present
highly similar percentage figures, differing onyy as a function of choiece
of cut-off points, However, when T~scores are added to provide the combinations
for PO and PR, PO and PP, IR and FP, and PO, FR, PP, striking differences occur
in the predictive efficiency of the scoring categories, Tables 18, 19, 20, 21
provide this informat on. When PO and FT T-scores are combined (Table 18), 79
per cent of normai Ss fall between scores of 112 and 145; 88 percent of neurotic
Ss fall between 89 and 111; and 83 per cent of psychotic Ss fall between 49 and
88, Combinations of PO and PP (Table 19) and PR and Pt (Table 20) do not pro-
vide any increments to prediction. When all three scoring categories are com-
bined (Table 21); 88 per cent of normal Ss obtain oqmbined T-scores of 166-to
203; 81 per cent of neurotic Ss obtain écores between 134-165; and 79 per cent
of psychotic Ss obtain scores between 70 and 133,

It is suggested that scores from sach category be transformed into T-score
equivalents (Table 16); these T-scores added, and Table 21 be used directly to
evaluate the probability of accurate diagnostic placement of a given individual

Discussion
This manual has presented TAT scoring categories which may be reliably

scnred by naive scorers and which provide "correct” prediction of a signifi-



T Scores for Categories PO, FR, PP .

T Score

78

67
65
62
59
58
56
55
23
52
51
50
49
A7
46
L5
43

L0
39
38
37
35
33
32
30
28
26
25
2L
19

Table 16

Category -
PO R PP
35-37
32-34
15
29-31
14
26-28
13 02
12
23~25
11
20-22
10
35
17-19 ¢
8
14-16
7 6-8
1-13 6
9-11.
5
12-14,
8~10
L 15-17
18-20
3
57 2123
2 2426
27-29
1 30-35
36-38
39-41
0 42-44,

. -27-

&1



Table 17
T Score Percentages of Normal, Neurotic and

Psychotic '§.s for Each Scoring Cétegory

T Score  Normal Neurotic  Psychotic

PO PR PP PO PR PP PO FR PP

5 5*?8 88 84 8;7 2, 14 25 2 1 13
Lbesh 12 16 8 65 71 22 18 12 23
19-45 O 0 5 11 15 53 80 87 64



Table 18
T Score Percentages 6f Normal, Neurotic and Psychotic
S8 for Scoring Categories PO and IR Combined

T Score Normal Neurotic Psychotic

n2-145 19 6 0
89-111 21 88 17
49~88 0 6 83

Table 19
T Score Percentages off Normal, Neurctic and Psychotic
Ss for Scoring Categories PO and PP Combined

T Score Normal Neurotic Psychotic’

109-136 92 18 2
89-108 8 62 27
49-88 0 . 20 71

Table 20

T Score Percentages of Normal, Neurotic and Psychotic
S8 for Scoring Categorles FR and PP Combined ’

T Score Nomnal Neurotie Psychotic

108~125 92 14 4 1
91-107 8 65 23
38-90 0 21 76

Table 21

T Score Percentages of Normal, Neuvotie and Psychotic
Ss for Scoring Categories PO, PR, PP Combined
* . T Score Normal Neurotic Psychotic
166-203 88 9 1
134165 12 81 20
70~-133 0 10 79



=30m
cant percentage of three diagnostic groups, However, the information actually
obtained by this scoring sysfem goes considerably beyond prediction of clinical
diagnosis, The scores of an 3 are believed to represent "degree of psychiatric
illness," Thus, any expectation of 106 per cent distinction between groups
would not be supported,

Mental illness, as tapped by this system, consists in deviations from
normative TAT behavior and represents changes in subjectivé, internalized
meaning systems called "reality", Certain concomitants of mental iliness are
emphasized by this system: (a) awareness of reality is diminished; (b) ex-
perience can be organized with difficulty if at all; (c) the desire to give
an acceptable account of oneself diminishes, These appear as attributes
of a léss of psychic energy necessary for optimal individual function,

The manual can be considered an enterprise preliminary to the major

responsibility of any projective technique, i.e., validityz.
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Appendix A

Score sheet, male

Score sheet, female



Perceptual Organization {PO), Perceptual Range (ER),

Name
RO
Camponent Card
Tok.
2 3 L 6 7 F .
CD
FB
FE
FE
b 4 J
. |
)
0
Total N
Total Add‘
Sum T

O,

pe

TAT Score Sheet: Male

Age

——————

FR

Criteria

Perceptual Personalization (PP)

PP
(1isb by card #).

Family: .young girl, waman,
activity specified; adult male,

Fields or- farm.
Books or school,

Figure, sex and age specified.

Emotions noted.
Activity specified,

Male; emotions noted, activiﬁy
specified,
Woman; activity specifisd,

.Conflict or cooperation,

Man; emotions noted, activity
specified.

Woman; emotions noted,
Personality referrent,

Older male, activity specified,

relationship specified.

Male, emotions noted.
Personality referrent.

St

3=

Scorer



Name
FO
Component Card
. Tot.
2 L 6 7 F
CD
FB |
PE
FE
b 4
T
0 d
Total N
Total Add.

Sun T

TAT Score Sheet: Femalei

O

Age

————————

FR

Criteria

Family: young girl, activity
specified; woman; adult male,
Fields or farm.
Books or school.

Female,

Emotions noted; activity spec,
Story: death, murder, illness,
frustration,

Male; emotions noted; activity
specified.

sioman; activity specified.
Conflict or cooperation,

HMale, activity indicated,
Female, emotions noted,
Relationship indicated.

Aduit female, activity syece,
emotions noted.

Child, female, emotions noted.
Relationship specified.

‘Perceptual Organization (PO), Perceptual Range (FR), Perceptual Personali

zation (PP)

PP

(List by card i)

PR —

Scorer
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