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If You Teach It, They Will Come

One of the things that help define Portland is its reputation as a center for alternative educa-
tional experiences — the kind of programs that you just cannot find anywhere else. People
from around the country (and around the globe!) are attracted to the Metroscape for these
programs, and when they leave, they take something of Portland with them. The programs
help to create what could be considered Portland’s “sphere of influence,” something that
cannot always be measured strictly in demographic or economic terms. Three of them can
be used as examples: the National College of Naturopathic Medicine (NCNM), Western
States Chiropractic College (WSCC), and Lewis & Clark Law School (with its national
reputation in environmental law).

Maps of alumni residences can provide some idea of a program’s influence. Figures 9,
10, and 11 show the distribution of North American alumni of the three institutions listed
above. Figure 12 shows their distribution of international alumni. From the maps it is
easy to see that Metroscape educational programs have an influence on life far beyond our
boundaries. Western states appear to hold the most attraction for graduates, and Canadians
are a surprisingly large component of alumni from the NCNM and WSCC. In fact, WSCC
may have the largest international reach of any college its size in the Northwest. One of
the great challenges all of these programs face, according to alumni directors, is getting
graduates to leave after spending several years in the Metroscape. Not that alumni directors
do not like their graduates, but it would be a problem if, for example, all the newly minted
chiropractors from WSCC set up practices in Portland. Luckily for all those spines out-
side of Oregon, 41 states and provinces have a higher percentage of living WSCC alumni
(from 1926-2004) than recent students (from 2002-2004). In other words, we seem to be
a net exporter of chiropractors to California, Arizona, Florida, Hawaii, Massachusetts, and
many other states. The same, however, cannot be said of lawyers. There are 41 states with
a lower percentage of living Lewis & Clark Law School alumni (from 1929-2004) than
recent students (from 1999-2004). The greatest disparities are (on the negative side) in
California (-7.1%) and Utah (-2.5%) and (on the plus side) in Oregon (+22.9%) and Wash-
Source: Lewis & Clark Data ington (+1.0%). Is it that there are more jobs in Oregon, or is it the scenery? Given the
state’s beautiful landscape and conflicting land use policies, perhaps it is both.
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