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Background image: "Symmetrical ripples in biogenic, aragonitic sand (shallow subtidal 
sefaloor just offshore from Sand Dollar Beach, nw San Salvador Island, eastern 
Bahamas) 2" by James St. John, CC BY 2.0

 Ensure that digital collections have clear rights 
statements

 Promote interoperability within Alliance institutions 
metadata records developed from diverse repositories

 Facilitate access to digital content by end users 

Why apply rights statements?



https://www.orbiscascade.org/dublin-core-best-practices/

https://www.orbiscascade.org/dublin-core-best-practices/


Image: "holding hands" by joe 
robertson, CC BY-NC-ND 2.0



Supporting Documentation

Rights in Digital Collections: Applying 

Standardized and Free-Text Rights Statements

https://www.orbiscascade.org/rights-in-digital-collections

Rights Statements Decision Matrix

https://www.orbiscascade.org/rights-statements-decision-
matrix

Background image: “Sand Dollar Under Sand”, by Florida Fish and 
Wildlife/FWC photo by Alicia Wellman, CC BY-ND 2.0

https://www.orbiscascade.org/rights-in-digital-collections
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STATEMENT PAIRS

STANDARDIZED STATEMENT 

• Choose one:

– Creative Commons

License

– RightsStatements.org

Statement

FREE-TEXT STATEMENT

• Choose your own:

– Copyright ownership, 

how item can be used, 

and contact information

Rights statement pairs should 

complement, NOT contradict each other.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
http://rightsstatements.org/page/1.0/?language=en
















RightsStatements.Org Rights Statement Selection Tool, by PA Digital, with an Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International license (CC BY-SA 4.0).

https://padigital.org/for-contributors/rights-resources/
https://padigital.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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