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WORLD EXPERIENCE AND CURRENT EVENTS

UCKYCTBA N HOBUHM Of CBETOT

NPEAU3BULUTE HA EMAHLIMMUPAKETO
HA NNYTETO CO NOCEBHU NOTPEBU BO
HUIEPUJA 3A NPUAOHEC BO
HALMOHAIHWUOT PA3BOJ

JoHax E/TEBEKE!
labpuen COJE?

1 CBeTcky jasuum 1 nuTepatypa, [pxaseH YHuBepanTeT
Moptnana, CAL

2 Koney Ha Mapanckute Octposu, Mayypo,
Penybnuka MapLiancku OcTposm

[Ipumeno: 15.05.2016
Ipudareno: 19.07.2016

Pesume

BoBex: OBoj Tpya Tu pasrieqyBa Mpalramara
IITO BJIMjaaT Ha EMaHIMITHPAHETO HA JIyFeTo CO
noceOHN ToTpedu Bo Hurepwja Taka mro THE
MOXe Ja OMIaT mMpOMyKTUBHU U Ja IPUIOHECAT
3a pa3Boj Ha Hauujata. [Ipamamara Ha KOW ce
ocBpHyBaMme ce: L1ITo ce 3Hae 3a CTENEHOT 10 KOj
CcC eMaluNHpaHd JyreTo CO WHBATUIHOCT Haa
MpUAOHECaT BO HAIIMOHAIHMOT pa3Boj Ha Hurepu-
ja? Co kakBH IpPEIU3BUIM CE€ COOUYyBaaT JIMIIaTa
CO MHBAJIMAHOCT BO Hurepuja B0 HUBHHOT 00U
Ia TMpUAoHecaT BO HAIMOHAITHUOT pa3Boj? Kowu
C¢ UMIUIMKALUUTE HA OBHE MPEIM3BHIU BO OJ-
HOC Ha CTPaTeTHHUTE KOW MOXE Ja ro mojodpar
EMaHIUIIAPAKHETO Ha JINIATa CO HHBAJTHIHOCT 32
[la ce OJICCHW HUBHHUOT MPHUAOHEC BO HAIIMOHAI-
HUOT Pa3Boj?

Metoa: OBoj TpyA ce OCBpHYBa Ha OBHE Ipailia-
Ba CO TpErie] Ha JOCTAITHU HCTPaXyBama Ha
TeMara ITo ce ogHecyBaar Ha (1) 3akoHOTaBHU-
TE OBJIACTYBama 3a 00e30eayBame Ha YCIIyTH 32
muna co moceOHU moTpedbu Bo 3emjara, (2) du-
HAHCUPAIHETO Ha yCIyTH OJ CTpaHa Ha BIA/ATa,
(3) mpucranot 10 00pa3oBaHUE U CIUYHU YCIy-
TH KOHMILUTO ke UM 00e30e1aT MOXKHOCT Ha JIMLa-
Ta cO MoceOHU MOTpedu Aa I'M pa3BHjaT CBOUTE
MOTEHIUjalTd ¥ J1a OMIaT CIIOCOOHM J1a IPUIOHE-
caT BO HAI[MOHAIHHOT Pa3Boj Kako paOOTHUIIH,
aJIMAHHCTPATOPH MU pabOTOIaBIIH.
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Abstract

Introduction: This paper reviews issues
affecting the empowerment of people with
disabilities in Nigeria so they can be
productive and contribute to the development
of the nation. The questions of concern are:
What is known about the extent people with
disabilities are empowered to contribute to
national development in Nigeria? What
challenges do people with disabilities in
Nigeria encounter in their attempt to
contribute to national development? What are
the implications of these challenges regarding
strategies  that could enhance the
empowerment of people with disabilities to
facilitate their contribution to national
development?

Method: This paper addresses these questions
by reviewing available research on issues
pertaining to (1) legislative mandates on
provision of services to individuals with
disabilities in the country, (2) funding for
services by the government, (3) accessing
education and related services, which can
ensure that people with disabilities are able to
develop their potential and be able to
contribute to national development as workers,
administrators or employers of labour.
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VKYCTBA W HOBUHM Of] CBETOT

Pesynraru: JlocranHute n0Ka3u IOKaXKyBaaT
JIeKa JIMIara co mompedeHocT Bo Hurepuja ce
COOUYyBaaT €O MPEIW3BHLIM BO TIPHCTANOT 10
OCHOBHHUTE YCIYTH INTO MOXE Ja TO Mmojoopar
HUBHHOT TPUAOHEC BO HAIMOHAIHHOT pPa3Boj
nmopagu (haKTOpUTe Kako IITO € OTCYCTBOTO Ha
3aKOHOJIABCTBO 32 3aIITHTA HA HUBHUTE MpaBa 3a
JIoOMBamke HAa TUE YCIYTH, HECOOJABETHOTO (hu-
HaHCHpAamE Ha YCIYTH, OTCYCTBOTO HA e(heKTHB-
HU TIPOTPaMU 3a BKJIyYyBam€, HEIOCTATOKOT Ha
COOJIBETHH YCTaHOBH, MIEPCOHAI U PECYPCH.
Ipenyio3u u 3akiay4ok: [loTTukHyBame Ha He-
KOHM CTpaTernd Kou OW MO’Kele J1a MpOM3BeaaT
nonoOpu pe3yiTaTd W MoJ0o0pyBamke Ha MOXK-
HOCTHTE 3a JHMIA CO WHBATUIHOCT Ja Oujar
EMaHIUIIAPaHH, Taka IITO W THE Ia MOXaT aa
MpHUOHECAT BO HAIIMOHAIHUOT Pa3Boj, KaKo IITO
ce JIOHECYBamETO U CIPOBENYBAmHETO HAa HAIMO-
HATHOTO 3aKOHOJABCTBO 3a JIHIA CO HHTENEK-
TyaJHa IIOIPEYCHOCT, KOPHUCTCHETO CTPATETHH
0a3upaHu Ha 3aeHULUTE BO 00e30eqyBame Ha
YCIYTH M 3TOJIEMEHH aKTHBHOCTH CO OpTaHH3a-
IIUH 32 TIO/IPIIKA Ha JUIATa CO HHBAINANTET.

Knyunu 360posu: Huecepuja, 3emju 6o pazeoj,
qUYA €O UHBANUOHOCH, eMaHyunayuja, ooes-
bedysamwe ycnyeu, HAYUOHALEH pa3eoj, pexabu-
JUMAYUJA HA IOKATIHU HUBOQ.

BoBeg

EmanmumumpameTo e mporec Ha 3rojeMyBamke Ha
KamanuTeToT Ha TOSAMHIM WIM TPYmu Ja ce
HarpaBat U300pH U Ja ce TPAHCPOPMHUPAAT OBHE
n300pHu BO CaKaHUTE aKTHBHOCTH U PE3yJITaTH.
Emannumnupanute nuna uMmaar cinoboma 3a
u3bop u aejcteyBame (1). OBa, 3a BO3BpaT UM
O0BO3MOXKYBa MOJOOPO Na BIHjaaT Bp3 TEKOT Ha
HUBHHOT JKMBOT W OMJIYKHTC KOW BIIHjaaT Bp3
HUB. OJ] aKTUBHOCTUTE CO KOU C€ MOTTHKHYBaaT
JIyreTO CO MHBAJIHMIHOCT CE OUEKyBa Ja TU 3roJie-
MaT HUBHHATE MOXKHOCTH 32 pa3Boj, Ja TU IIOJ0-
OpaT pesysiTaTuTe 01 pa3BojoT | Jia TO MoaoopaT
KBaJIUTETOT HAa HUBHUOT XUBOT (1). EManuumnu-
pameTo Ha Jyfero npeky o0e30enyBarme Ha KBa-
JUTETHO 00pa30BaHUE Ke TH MOATOTBU Ja NMaat
KapuepH, J1a OCTBapyBaaT MPUXOAH U Ja Harpe-
nyBaat Bo mosunuute (2). MoxxHocTa Aa pabo-
TaT UM OBO3MOXKYBa Ja TH KOPHUCTAT CBOUTE
3HaeHmha W BEIITHHH 3a JOOPOTO Ha HUBHHTE Ce-
MEjCTBa U OMIITECTBOTO BO LieNuHA. THE ce BO
cocroj0a 1a uM 00e36eaT nmoxobdap craHzapa Ha
JKHBECHHC 32 HUBHUATE CEME)CTBA M MOAIPIIKA HA
Pa3BojoT Ha HUBHUTE 3acTHHIH (2).

ITpucranot 10 0oOpa3oBaHKe U NOBP3aHU yCIyTU
€ O] CYIITHHCKO 3HAYCHHE 32 3ajaKHYBAETO HA

Findings: Available evidence indicates that
people with disabilities in Nigeria encounter
challenges in accessing essential services that
could enhance their contribution to national
development due to factors such as the
absence of legislation protecting their rights
to receive these services, inadequate funding
of services, absence of effective inclusion
programmes, and lack of facilities, personnel,
and resources.

Suggestions and conclusion: The author
recommended some strategies that could
produce better outcomes and enhance the
opportunities for people with disabilities to be
empowered so that they can contribute their
quota to national development. These
strategies include: enacting and implementing
a national disability legislation, utilisation of
community-based strategies in the provision
of services, and increased advocacy activities
by disability organisations.

Keywords: Nigeria, developing countries,
people with disabilities, empowerment, service
provision, national development, community-
based rehabilitation

Introduction

Empowerment has been described as the
process of enhancing the capacity of
individuals or groups to make choices and to
transform those choices into desired actions
and outcomes (1). It is argued that
empowered people have freedom of choice
and action. This in turn enables them to better
influence the course of their lives and the
decisions which affect them. Clearly,
empowerment is a cross-cutting issue. From
education and health care to governance and
economic policy, activities which seek to
empower people with disabilities are
expected to increase their development
opportunities, enhance development
outcomes and improve their quality of life
(1). It has been argued that empowering
people by providing quality education will
prepare them to have careers, hold jobs, earn
incomes, and advance in positions.
Opportunities to work enable them to utilize
their knowledge and skills for the good of
their families and the society at large. They
live independently and productively by
earning income. They are able to provide
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IyreTo cO WHBAJIMAHOCT 3a Ja NpHAOHEcaT
e(eKTUBHO BO HAIIMOHAIHUOT pa3Boj (2). Bo
0BOj TPy, criopea nedpununujata Ha KoHnpeHu-
jata Ha OOenuMHETHTE HAIWHU 3a IpaBaTa Ha JIU-
nata co uHBanuaHOCT (UN-CRPD), ,uHBanum-
HOCTOT® c€ OJIHECYBa Ha OHHME KOM MMaat JI0JIrO-
POYHU (PU3UYKU, MCHTATHYU, HHTEICKTYaTHU ITH
CCTWJIHM HapyllyBamba KOW MOXE Oa ro IOIpe-
4aT HUBHOTO IEIOCHO M €(PEeKTHBHO yYECTBO BO
OMIITECTBOTO HA €JHAKBA OCHOBA CO JPYTHUTE
(3).

HanmonanHHOT pa3Boj ce omHeCyBa Ha CHOCO0-
HOCTa Ha HaIujara Jia To MoJ0o0pH >KUBOTOT Ha
cBouTe rparanu. MepkuTe 3a Momo0pyBame MO-
Ke a OMmaT MaTepHjaliHH, Kako IITO ce 3rolie-
MyBalke HA IPHUXOIUTE W OpPYTO AOMAITHHOT
MIPOM3BO/I, WM COIMjaHU, KaKO IITO CE MPHUJIO0-
OMBKHTE BO OJHOC Ha MHCMEHOCTa, 00pa3oBa-
HHUETO, 3IPAaBCTBCHUTE YCIYyTH U IPOBH3HjA 32
JnoMyBame (4). HallmoHaTHUOT pa3Boj BKIy4yBa
HaMaJyBame WIN CMTUMHUHAINjAa HA CHPOMAIITH-
jaTta, HeeHAKBOCTAa M HEBPaOOTEHOCTa BO KOH-
TEKCT Ha pacTeykaTa eKOHOMHja, CO el Ja Ce
moJ00py KBAIMTETOT Ha JKUBOTOT Ha IIYreTo.
3Hauy, 3a cekoja 3eMja, ako CHpoMallTHjaTa, He-
€HAKBOCTa W HEBPaOOTEHOCTA MajHaje Of BH-
COKO HHBO, TOAa 3HAYM OJIPEICHO HHUBO HA Pa3Boj
Ha Taa 3emja (4, 5).

O6enunerute Hamum ro cozmane Mupekcor 3a
pa3Boj Ha yoBekoT (MPY) 3a na ro n3Mepar pas-
BOjOT Ha YOBEKOT W BO 3EMjUTE BO pa3Boj M BO
pa3BUEHHUTE 3eMju, Ha roguinHo HuUBO. MPY ru
BKIIy4dyBa JeMOTpa)CKUTE, COLUJjaTHUTE U CKO-
HOMCKHUTE (DaKTOpH, KaKoO M TOJDKMHATA Ha JKH-
BOTOT, CTalKaTa Ha IMHCMEHOCT W KyIOBHATa
MOK 1O T7aBa Ha xuten (6). I'paranute npumao-
HEeCcyBaaT 3a HaI[MOHAJHHOT Pa3Boj, KOTa THE ce
BO MOXHOCT na paboTtaT, Ia ympaByBaaT co
IpeTnpHjaTujara, 1a 3apaboTyBaaTt, Aa TH H3Jp-
JKyBaaT CBOUTE CEMEjCTBA M 3aCTHUIU, BO LICIIHU-
Ha, Ha TIpUMEp, CO IUIaKamke TaHOUHW IPEKy Toa
IITO K& cTaHaT pabOTOMaBIM W Ke MpHIOHEcAT
3a HAPEIOKOT Ha OMIITECTBOTO HA Pa3HU HAUYU-
HU.

Cmopen Dube, numata co WHBATUIHOCT MOXKAT
Jla paboTaT BO pa3IM4YHA 00JacTH, 1a 00e30enat
JUIEPCTBO W aKTHBHO Ja MpHUIOHECAT BO pas-
JUYHHA ACTIeKTH Ha HAIMOHAIHHOT Pa3BOj HCTO
Kako rparanute 0e3 WHBAJUIHOCT, aKO IMOCTOjaT
yCIIyTH ¥ 00pa3oBaHKe KOU K& UM OBO3MOXKAT Jia
ce 37100MjaT co 3Haewa M BELITHHU O]l CYIITHH-
CKO 3HAYCHE 3a Ja IPHUIOHECAT 3a HAIMOHAJ-
HUOT pa3Boj (7). OTramy ciieyBaaT mpaniamara:

better standards of living for their families
and support the development of their
communities by paying taxes, for example
2).

Access to education and related services is
crucial to empowering people with
disabilities to effectively contribute to
national development (2). In this paper, the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Disabled (UN CRPD) definition of
‘disability’, which refers to those who have
long-term physical, mental, intellectual or
sensory impairments which may hinder their
full and effective participation in society on
an equal basis with others, is adopted (3).
National development refers to the ability of
a nation to improve the lives of its
citizens. Measures of improvement may be
material, such as increase incomes and in the
gross domestic product, or social, such as
gains in literacy, schooling, healthcare
services, and provision of housing (4). In a
wider context, national development is
redefined to include reduction or elimination
of poverty, inequality and unemployment
within the context of growing economy in
order to improve the quality of people’s lives.
That is, for any country, if poverty, inequality
and unemployment have all declined from
high levels, then that implies some level of
development for that country (4, 5).

The United Nations has devised a Human
Development Index (HDI) to measure
national human development of both
developing and developed countries on
annual basis. The HDI comprises
demographic, social and economic factors
such as life expectancy, literacy rate, and per
capita purchasing power (6). Citizens in each
country contribute to national development
when they are able to work, operate
businesses, earn income, support their
families, and communities at large, for
example, by paying taxes, becoming
employers, and contributing to the progress
of the society in some ways.

According to Dube, people with disabilities
can work in various fields, provide leadership
and contribute actively to various aspects of
national development just like citizens
without disabilities, if there are services and
education to enable them acquire the
knowledge and skills essential for
contributing to national development (7).
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IITo ce 3Hae 3a CTEMEHOT 10 KOj JIyIe€TO CO WH-
BaIMIAHOCT C€ EMAHIIUIIMPAHH Ja MPHIOHECaT 32
HaIIMOHAJIHUOT pa3Boj Bo Hurepuja? Co kakBu
MPEAM3BHIN JINIATA CO MHBAMUAHOCT Bo Hwre-
pHja ce coouyBaaT BO HUBHHOT OOUJ Ja TPUI0-
Hecar 3a HallMOHAJHUOT pa3Boj? Kou ce umrmiu-
KaI[MHUTE OF OBHE MPEIU3BHIU BO BPCKA CO CTpa-
TETUUTE KOW OM MOJKEIe 1a TO 3ajaKHAT EMaHIIU-
MHUPamEeTO Ha JIUIATa CO MHBAIMIHOCT M /1 TO
0JICCHAT HUBHHUOT NPUAOHEC 3a HAIIMOHATTHUOT
pa3Boj? OBoj Tpyn ce oOMIyBa Ja OJrOBOPH HA
OBHE TIpalllarba CO pas3riieyBambe Ha JOCErar-
HHUTE UCTpaxyBama. [Ipex ga mpomomknume, He-
OIMMXOJICH € KyC Mperjiiel Ha 3eMjara, Kako H UH-
(dbopmMaru 3a TUIaTa co HHBAJIMIHOCT.

Hueepuja u nuyama co noce6Hu nompebu
Hurepwuja, 3emja Bo 3amajgna Adpuka co mporie-
HeTa MomyJanuja moseke oa 177 MUIHOHH Jiyre,
€ HajHaceleHaTa 3eMja co AQpHUKaHIM BO CBETOT
(8). Kako mTo ce omHecyBa U Ha APYTH 3€MjH BO
pa3Boj, JIMaTa co MoceOHN NoTpedr MpeTCTaBy-
BaaT 3HAYUTENICH JIeN O] HACEIICHUETO KaKo pe-
3yJTaT Ha HEaleKBaTHOCTA BO MCXpaHaTa, 3[paB-
CTBCHATA 3allITUTA, COIMjAIHUTE YCIyTH, KOH-
(GIIUKTHTE, KaKO M TOPAJX BIHMjaHUETO HA TPH-
pomuuTte katactpodu (9—12). Banuaen nmonuc Ha
JHIa CO WHBATUIHOCT HE OWMI CIIPOBEAEH BO
OBaa 3eMja yIITE O] HEJ3SUHOTO 0CaMOCTO]jyBambe
on Benuka Bputanmja Bo 1960 roamna. Cenak,
Ceerckara 37paBcTBeHa opraHuzandja U Caert-
ckara Oanka (12) mpolieHyBaaTr jJeKa HHBAJHI-
HOCT ce TI0jaByBa Kaj HajMaJKy 15 MpOLeHTH of
CBETCKaTa MomyJanija. Moxe ma ce mpeTnocTa-
BU Nleka BO Hurepmja mma OKoXly TeT IO IIecT
MWJIHOHH Jyf'e cO MHBaNMUAHOCT. Jlumara co mo-
ceOHu motpebu Bo Hurepmja mmaaT KamanuTeT
JIa TpHUIOHECAaT 3HAYWTEIHO 32 HAIMOHATHHOT
pa3BoOj aKo ce eMaHIMITUpaaT IpeKy o0e30emy-
Bame COOJBETHO 00pa3oBaHUE U CIMYHH YCIYTH
MoTpeOHU 3a Pa3BOj Ha HUBHUOT IOTEHIIH]jall.
Kora ke Omaar coomBETHO OmMpeMEeHH, THE MO-
JKat a paboTar BO Pa3iHyHH MMOJUHA, 13 TIOHY-
JIaT TUAEPCTBO, aKTUBHO Ja YYEeCTBYBaaT BO pas3-
JMYHYA ACTIEKTH HA HAIMOHAJIHHUOT Pa3Boj W aa
mpUAoHecaT 3a IOCTHTHYBamkbe Ha IICTHUTE Ha
onpxiuB pasBoj (SDGs).

Ha 25 cenremBpu 2015 ronuna, moseke ox 190
CBETCKH JIUAEpPH ce cobpaa BO CEIMIITETO Ha
OO0eauHETHTE HALUU U ce€ 00Bp3aa Ha CIIPOBEIY-
Bame Ha 17 1enn Ha OJIpXKIIMB pa3Boj BO HACOKa

Thus the questions are: What is known about
the extent people with disabilities are
empowered to contribute to national
development in Nigeria? What challenges do
people with disabilities in Nigeria encounter
in their attempt to contribute to national
development? What are the implications of
these challenges regarding strategies that
could enhance the empowerment of people
with disabilities to facilitate their contribution
to national development? This paper attempts
to address these questions by reviewing
research. Before proceeding, a brief overview
of the country and information about people
with disabilities is pertinent.

Nigeria and People with Disabilities

Nigeria, a country in West Africa with an
estimated population of over 177 million
people, is the most populous nation in Africa.
(8). (Look for appropriate reference) As
pertains to other developing countries,
individuals with disabilities constitute a
significant portion of the population due to
inadequacies in nutrition, health care, social
services, conflicts, and the impacts of natural
disasters (9,10). It has been suggested that 80
percent of people with disabilities in the
world live in Nigeria and other developing
countries (11,12). Reliable data on the
population of people with disabilities in
Nigeria is lacking. No valid census on people
with disabilities has been conducted in the
country since independence from Britain in
1960. However, according to World Health
Organisation and the World Bank (12)
estimates that disabilities occur in at least 15
percent of the world’s population (i.e. one
billion people) , it can be assumed that there
are several millions of people with disabilities
in Nigeria.

Like other segments of the population, people
with disabilities in Nigeria have the capacity
to contribute meaningfully to national
development if they are empowered through
education and related services necessary.
When properly equipped, they can work in
various fields, offer leadership roles, actively
participate in various aspects of national
development, and contribute to achieve the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

On September 25, 2015, over 190 world
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Ha UCKOPCHYBAKE HA EKCTPEMHATA CHPOMAIITH-
ja, Ha 6op0a MPOTHB HEeTHAKBOCTUTE U JUCKPH-
muHanmjara (13).

Llemute Ha OXpKIWB pa3Boj OapaaT eMaHIIUITH-
pame Ha JIMIara co MHBAIUAHOCT U APYTH Map-
THHAIM3UPAHK TPYITU J1a PHIOHECAT 3a JIUUCH U
HaIlMOHAJICH pa3Boj. OBa ¢ Taka OWACJKH CEKOj
UMa yJora BO MOCTHTHYBAImETO Ha ILIEIUTE Ha
HONPOCHEPUTETEH U IpaBefieH cBeT A0 2030 ro-
nuHa (14).

CTemneHoT 10 KOj CeKoja 3eMja € BO cocTojOa Ja
mpe3eMe JIejCTBHja CO KOU C€ MPOMOBHpPA €THAK-
BOCTA, TPUCTAIOT A0 YCIYTU W MPHIOHECOT BO
HAIIMOHAHUOT Pa3B0oj Of CTpaHa Ha MaprUHAIH-
3WpaHUTE TPYIH, KaKO IITO Ce JIUIATa CO WHBA-
JUIHOCT, € UHIUKATOP KOj K& ce KOPHCTH 3a Jia
Ce TPOLICHH HATIPEIOKOT BO CIIPOBEIYBAHETO HA
SDG Bo csetor (13).

Bo mommpok KOHTEKCT, €MaHIUIHPAmETO Ha
JyreTo co moceOHu moTpedbu Tpeba na ce riena
HE caMO BO OJHOC Ha OJIECHYBamh-CTO HA HUBHOTO
YYECTBO BO HAIMOHAITHHOT Pa3Boj, TYKY, HCTO
Taka, ¥ Kako CTpaTerja la UM Ce OBO3MOXKH Ja
y)KMBaaT BO HUBHOTO IIPaBO HA €IHAKBH MOXK-
HOCTH, Y4€CTBO U n30opu. EMaHImmupamero Ha
JMIATa IO WHBATUIHOCT MOXKE Ja Ce CBEIC ClI-
HOCTaBHO Ha TOa Jia ce MoJoOpH HHWBHATA CIIO-
COOHOCT Ja CTaHAT OHa INTO cakaaT na OujmaT u
Ja OMmaT akTepu BO Pa3BOjoOT IITO cakaaT Ja Cce
MOCTUTHE W OHA IITO TOj pa3Boj Oapa. Ox rope-
HaBEJICHOTO, OYHTIICAHO € KA MOCTOU JHPEKT-
Ha BpCKa MOMErYy eMaHIMIIUPAETO U CIOCO0-
HOCTa Jla Ce TMPHUIOHECE BO HAIMOHATHUOT pas-
B0j. Vic mpeTmocraByBa JeKa JIHIATa CO IIOT-
PEUCHOCT cakaaT He3aBHCEH U MPOTYyKTHBEH JKHU-
BOT BO KOj ke MPUIOHECYBaaT UCTO KAaKO U OHHE
JIUIAa KOM HeMaat nHBamuAHOCT (15).
OcBpHYBajkH ce Ha 25-TOUIIHUHATA O] aMepH-
KaHCKHOT 3aKOH 3a JIMIA CO WHBAJIHIHOCT,
Dollar HamomeHyBa Jieka OcBeH 00e30eayBame-
TO Ha CTPYKTYpHHU Oapuepu 3a mpucram a0 00-
jekTH U 00e30emyBambe Ha CMECTYBambe CO IIeI
Jia ce 00e30eau ycrex Bo 00pa3oBaHUETO 3a Jy-
FeT0 CO MHBAIUIHOCT, 3aKOHOAABCTBOTO € BaXK-
HO, OHMIejkH TOa IeNIM KOH YpHUBamke Ha CTEpeo-
TUTIUTe, 00e30eMyBame €IMHAKBOCT M IpaBell-
HOCT W CO3JIaBarbé MOXXHOCTH 32 OTBOpamE Ha
OMIITECTBOTO CO IEJI J]a C€ OBO3MOXKH IIEJIOCCH
MIPUCTAII, YIECTBO M IPUIOHEC OJ] CTPaHa Ha JIH-

leaders gathering at the United Nations
committed to the implementation of 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
aimed at eradicating extreme poverty,
fighting inequalities, discriminations, etc.
(13).

It is clear in the 2015 Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) document that the
empowerment of people with disabilities and
other marginalised groups to contribute to
national development is one important key to
unlocking, accelerating, and sustaining
national and international developments. This
is so because everyone has a role in the
achievement of the goals of more prosperous,
equitable, and sustainable world by 2030
(14).

The extent each country is able to take
actions that promote equality, access to
services, and contribution to national
development by marginalised groups such as
people with disabilities is an indicator that
will be wused to assess progress in
implementing the SDGs worldwide (13).

In a wider context, empowering people with
disabilities must be seen not only in terms of
facilitating their participation in national
development, but also as a strategy to enable
them to enjoy their right to equal opportunity,
participation, and choices as well as
contributing in moving the country and world
forward in all spheres. Thus empowering
people with disabilities can be put simply as
improving their capacity to be who they wish
to be and to be the actors in development that
they desire to be and which that development
demands. From the foregoing, it is apparent
that there is a direct relationship between
empowerment and ability to contribute to
national development.  Vic posited that
people with disabilities desire independent,
contributing, and productive living just like
those without disabilities (15).

Reflecting on 25 years of the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Dollar noted that apart from
ensuring structural barriers to accessing
buildings were modified or removed and
providing the necessary accommodations to
ensure success in education for those with
disabilities, the legislation is important
because it aimed at dispelling stereotypes,
ensuring parity and fairness, and creating
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naTta co uHBAIMAHOCT (16). OBa ykaxkyBa Ha Toa
JIeKa JIM[aTa co TMOMPEYeHOCT MMaaT kenda Jia
ce eaynupaar, ia ce 37001jaT co 3HacHkha U Belll-
TUHH 3a 100po IIaTeHu padOTHH MecTa, Aa JO-
OujaT BpaboTyBama, Ja ce M3ApPXKyBaaT CaMUTE
cebe U CBOMTE CEMEjCTBa, M Ja MpHIOHEcaT 3a
HaIpeIoKOT BO Pa3BOjOT Ha HAILWjaTa.

JlokasuTe mokakyBaaT JeKa TypH W BO 3amal-
HHUTE 3eMju, Ha npumep, Bo CAJl, HemocenyBa-
BETO AUIUIOMA 32 3aBPIICHO CPEIHO YUMIIUINTE-
TO MOJKE HETaTHBHO [1a BIIMjac Ha KUBOTHTE Ha
noeaunimre. OBUE WA MOXKE Ja He OUaaT BO
cocrojba maa nobujar pabora 3a Koja ce Taka ro-
IUIITHA IJIaTa HaJ CTalmKaTa Ha CHPOMAIITHja OJf
OKoNy nBaHaeceT wijanu gojiapu (17). TaxBute
JUIa HEMa Jla ce€ BO MOKHOCT Jla TIPUJIOHEcaT 3a
Pa3BojoT Ha HalWjaTa CO TUIAKamke JAHOIH, TIOC-
TaByBamhe¢ HOBU OW3HHCH W CTaHyBajkH paboToO-
JIABIIM HA TPYIOT. MOXKe J1a ce Kaxe JeKa eMaH-
UMHAPAKETO Ha JTyTeTO CO MHBATHIHOCT MOXKE
Jla ce IOCTHTHE TPEeKy 00e30eIyBamkhe MOKHOCTH
Ja ce eAylHpaar W Ja A0OWjaT MPYrd CIHYHU
YCIYTH KOU Ke T NMOJATOTBHU Jla 6apaaT BpaboTy-
Bame, 1a Ce M3IPXKyBaaT ceOecH W HUBHUTE Ce-
MejcTBa M Ja HpUAOHEeCaT BO HAIMOHATHHUOT
pa3Boj co Miakame JaHOIM, CTaHyBajku paboTo-
JmaBy W Taka Hatamy (18). JlokyMeHTUTe Kako
mro ¢ Konsennujata Ha OH 3a murma co nuBamm-
JUTET, HAarJlacyBaar Jieka 3a Jia oune ceomndarcH
MPUAOHECOT BO HAIIMOHATHUOT Pa3Boj, HA JIMIA-
Ta CO MHBAIMAHOCT Mopa Ja WM ce 00e30enu
MIPUCTAI 0 YCIYTH, Taka IITO THE K& MOXKAT aK-
TUBHO Ja y4YecTBYyBaaT M Ja MpHUAOHecaT co
ceoute kBoTH (3). CIIMYHO Ha OBa, BHU3WjaTa Ha
pa3BojoT Ha cBeTCKO HUBO Ha LlemmTe 3a Mue-
HUYMCKH pa3Boj o O6enunerure Haun (MI'/])
T'H TIPUKaXXyBa MpOOIEMHUTE KOM CE OJHECYyBaat
Ha JIAIATa CO TOTMPEUYCHOCT U OCTAHATUTE Map-
THHAIM3UPAHU TPYMH Ha paboT Ha Er3uCTeH-
uujata (19). Bo 2012 roguna MI'/] [Tanen-muc-
KycHjaTa 3a HampeJOoKOT Ha AdpHka TM TOBHKA
Hurepuja u npyru adhpuKkaHCKH BIACTH 1A TIpe-
3eMaT aKTUBHOCTH KOM ke UM 00e30emar u Ha
HAQjCUPOMAITHATE W HajpaHIIMBUTE TPYITH, KaKO
JHIATa CO IMOIMPEUYCHOCT Ja J00HjaT MOKHOCTH
3a pa3BOj Ha HUBHUTE TAICHTHU CO IEJ J1a TPUJIO-
HecaT KOH 3a0p3yBameTO Ha HAIIMOHAIHUOT pas-
B0j (20).

opportunities and opening up the society to

enable full access, participation, and
contribution by individuals with disabilities
(16). This suggests that people with

disabilities desire to be educated to the

maximum of their abilities, acquire
knowledge and  skills for  gainful
employment, obtain and advance in
employment, support themselves, their

families, and contribute to progress in the
development of the nation.

It has been argued that even in Western
countries, for example, the United States, not
having a high school diploma can negatively
impact the lives of individuals. These
individuals, according to Breslow may be
unable to obtain a job that pays an annual
salary of above the poverty rate of
approximately twelve thousand dollars (17).
Such individuals may be unable to contribute
to the development of the nation, for
example, by paying taxes. It can be argued
that empowering people with disabilities by
providing them opportunities to obtain
education and related services will prepare
them to seek fulfilling employment, earn
income, support themselves, their families
and contribute to national development by
paying taxes, becoming employers of labor,
and so on (18). Nonetheless, documents such
as the UN Convention on the Rights of
People with Disabilities stress that for
contribution to national development to be
all-encompassing, people with disabilities
must be provided access to services so that
they can actively participate and contribute
their quota (3). Similarly, the shared vision of
a worldwide development embodied in the
United Nation’s Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) have issues affecting people
with disabilities and other marginalised
groups at the core of its existence (19). In
2012, the MDG African Progress Panel
called on Nigeria and other African
governments to take actions that will ensure
that the poorest and most vulnerable groups
such as people with disabilities are provided
the opportunities to develop their talents in
order to contribute to the acceleration of
national development (20).
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Mpedu3suyu 3a emaHyunupawe Ha ayremo co
nocebHu nompe6u eo Huzepuja

OTCYCTBO Ha 3aKOHOA4ABCTBO 3a 06e36e.qua|-be
Ha ycnyru

OcurypyBameTo Ha JMIata co MOMPEeYeHOCT BO
Hurepuja na mMaar 3amruTa o1l AUCKPUMHUHAIH-
ja ¥ Ha CBOMTE YOBEKOBH IpaBa, Ja MMaar ¢I-
HAKBOCT W TIPHCTal A0 OOpa3oBaHHWE W JAPYTH
YCIYTH KOM K€ UM OBO3MOXAT Jla TH pa3BHjatr
CBOWTE TAJCHTHU U Jia IPUOHEcAT BO HAIMOHA-
HHUOT pa3Boj, Oapa oz Biazata Ha Hurepuja na
TH BOBEAE U CHpoOBene MoTpeOHHUTE 3akoHU. Bo
MOMEHTOB, HEMa [IEHTpaIN3allija Ha 3aKOHOJaB-
cTBOTO Bo Hurepuja mro ru rapantupa mpaBara
Ha JIMIaTa co MOoCeOHM MOTpedu Aa TH NoOuBaaT
oBUEe CcymTHHCKH 3amrtutu u ycayra (9). Bo
MOJTOTOBKA € 3aKOH 32 JIUIIA CO HHBAJTHIHOCT O
BpakameTo Ha UBUIIHATA BiacT BO Hurepuja Bo
1999 ronuHa. 3aKoHOT Oelre M3riacaH oOJ CTpa-
Ha Ha JBETC KOMOpPH Ha HUTEPHCKHOT Mapiia-
MeHT Bo 2010 roauHa, HO ce Yeka COrJIaCHOCT O
npercemarenior (21). Uutepecno, Hurepmja ja
notnuma U parupukyBa Konsennumjara na OH
Ha 24 centemBpu 2010 roguna (22). 50 uieHa Bo
Konsenmujata Ha OH ce BCyIIHOCT HaMEHETH
Jla OCUTypaaTr JeKa JIMIaTa CO MHBAIUIHOCT BO
ceKoja of 3eMjUTe KoM ja paTuuUTyBaaT, 10OU-
BaaT yCJIYTH 3a J1a TH pa3BHjaT CBOUTE TaJICHTH U
Ja TpUIOHEcCAT 3a JUYHHOT W HAIMOHAJIHHOT
pa3Boj (3). Konsennujata Ha OH e npB meryHa-
POJICH TPaBHO OOBP3yBauKH MHCTPYMEHT KOj I'H
00Bp3yBa HaLlMUTE KOW T'O MOTHHILANE Ja 00e3-
0emar COOINBETHH CTAaOWIHH TIONUTHKA H 12
crpoBenaT e(pUKACHU ITOCTAIIKH 32 ITOYUTYBAbE
Ha MpaBaTa W IUTHUTETOT Ha JIMIaTa CO WHBa-
muaHocT (23). Bo Hurepuja He mocTtojat qokasu
JIeKa BIIQJiaTa TH Tpe3elia MO3UTHBHUTE MEPKH
KaKo IITO € JOHEeCYBamkEeTO 3aKOHH 32 IOAPIIKA
Ha MMIUIEMCHTAINMjaTa Ha BETyBamara BO JOKY-
MeHTOT (9, 10). Mako npes moseke o TpH jaele-
Hun Hurepuja passu ,,Hanmonanxa nonuTuka 3a
obpazoBanue” (NPE), co emen men menocHo e
MOCBETCHA HA eAyKalyjaTa Ha YICHHUIIUTE CO T10-
ceOHn motpedu (24). Bo oTcycTBO Ha MOJApIIKA
Ha 3aKOHCKAaTa PeryJaThuBa, OJPCaOUTE BO JOKY-
MeHToT Ha NPE He Moe nia ce cipoBezar 3a na
UM OBO3MOJXKAT Ha JIMIATAa CO MHBAJIHIHOCT A

Challenges to Empowering People with
Disabilities in Nigeria

Absence of Legislation on Service Provision
Ensuring that people with disabilities in
Nigeria have human right protections,
freedom from discrimination, equality, and
access to education and other services that
will enable them to develop their talents
and contribute to national development
requires the Nigerian government enact and
implement the necessary laws. Sadly, it
remains the case that the there is no federal
legislation in Nigeria that guarantees the
rights of people with disabilities to receive
these essential protections and services (9).
There has been disability legislation in the
pipeline since Nigeria returned to civilian
rule in 1999. The bill was passed and
harmonised by both chambers of the
Nigerian Parliament in 2010 but has been
awaiting  presidential  assent  (21).
Interestingly, Nigeria signed and ratified
the UN Convention on the Rights of People
with Disabilities on September 24, 2010
(22). The 50 Articles in the UN Convention
are basically aimed at ensuring that people
with disabilities in each ratifying country
are provided the services to develop their
talents and contribute to personal and
national development (3). It has been
argued that the UN Convention is
significant in that it is the first
internationally legally-binding instrument
that will hold nations that sign it to account
regarding ensuring that appropriate robust
policies and effective implementation
procedures are established to uphold the
rights and dignities of persons with
disabilities as well as enhance their access
to services and contribution to personal and
national development (23). Nonetheless,
there is no evidence in Nigeria that the
government has taken positive actions such
as enacting laws to support the
implementation of the promises in the
document (9,10). Although, over three
decades ago, Nigeria developed a “National
Policy on Education” (NPE), with a section
entirely dedicated to the education of
learners with disabilities or special needs
(24). In the absence of supporting
legislation, the provisions in the NPE
document cannot be implemented to enable
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Jobujat 00pa30BHU U IPYTH YCIAYTHU KOM MOXKaT
Jla TH eMaHIUIHpaar Ja CTaHAT MPOIyKTHUBHH U
Jla TIpUA0HECaT BO HAIMOHAIHHUOT pa3Boj. Hekon
apxasu Bo Hurepmwja, xako mro ce Jlaroc,
Exutn u Ilnato, toHecoa HEKOj BHJ JIETUCIATH-
Ba 3a 3allITUTA Ha NpaBaTa Ha rpafaHUTE CO WH-
BaJIMJTHOCT IIITO KMBEAT BO OBUE JPXKABH, Jia JIO-
oujar oapencnn yciyru (25). Mako oa e 3a mo-
¢danba, cemak He e JOHECEH (QenepaleH 3aKOH
KOj OM ru rapaHTHpaJl IpaBaTa Ha OBHUE JIMIA A
J00MjaT KBAJIMTETHO OOpa30oBaHUE W CIUYHH
YCIIyTH HaceKaJie BO 3eMjaTa.

HepocraTok Ha cpeacTBa

He e gynHO IITO BO OTCYCTBO HA 3aKOHOAABCTBO
3a moaapIika Ha o0Oez0emyBame Ha YCIyTH 3a
JuIara co moceOHU moTpedu BO 3emjara, yciy-
rUTe Hema Ja OuIaT COOJBETHO (PMHAHCUpPAHHU.
Bo mpuHIHI, mocTojaT JOKa3u KOM MOKaXyBaat
Jeka 00pa3oBHUTE YCIYTH, Ha IpUMeEp, Ce€ BIIO-
[IyBaaT Kako pe3yjiTaT Ha CEpUO3HO HaMalyBa-
B¢ BO (PMHAHCUPAKHETO BO MHOTY 3€MjH, BKIY-
gyBajku ja u Hurepuja (12). Bo 1988 ronauHa,
U3zjaBara u pamkara ox CanamaHka 3a mpe3ema-
Be aKirja 3a o0pa3oBaHKe Ha JIMIATa CO Moceo-
HU MOTpeOH, ja MOTBPIH 3a710k0aTa Ha CBETCKa-
Ta 3aenHUIa (BKIy4yBajku ja 1 Hurepuja) na ce
Jla/ie HajBUCOK MOJUTHIKH U OYUSTCKU MPHOPH-
TET 3a MomoOpyBame HAa HHUBHHTE OOpPa3OBHU
CHCTEMH CO IIeNl BKIyUyBamke Ha CHUTE Iyre, 0e3
oryie/l Ha HHUBHUTC WHAWBUAYATHHU PA3IHKH U
mpoOsieMH, Kako U 3a MOJ00pYyBame Ha TPHUJIO-
HECOT Ha CUTE 3a HaIlMoHaJleH pa3Boj (26). Ce
9uHU Jeka Bo Hurepwja, u Bo MHOTY Apyru
3eMjd, cpelcTBara 3a o0e30enyBambe Ha YCIyTH
3a TIOTTHK Ha JIyIeTO CO MHBAIMAHOCT, KaKO W
moJ00pyBamke Ha HUBHOTO yYECTBO BO HAIIHO-
HAJHUOT pa3Boj Hema Ja Oujatr MpUOPHUTET Ha
BIIaIMHATA MONMUTHKA U OyreT (27, 28). MoxHu
MIPUYHHU 32 oBa ce: (1) ncrnomHyBameTo Ha MOT-
pebuTte Ha TparaHUTe CO HHBAIUIHOCT CE CMETa
3a MPEMHOTyY cKaro, (2) ce TBpIu eka ke Mopa
Ia OMJaT WCIONHETH NOTpeOuTe Ha ,,HOPMAIHO-
TO“ MHO3WHCTBO IpeJ] OHHE HA JIMIATA CO TIO-
ceOHU ToTpeOu, KoM ce BO MAJIHMHCTBO, U (3)
KaKO MOCJIEANIIa Ha HEJOCTaTOK Ha CBECT 3a II0-
TEHIHjAINTEe Ha JIUIAaTa CO MHBAIUAHOCT, TPO-
LIOIUTE 3a YCIYTUTe 32 HUB C€ CMeTaar 3a ryoe-
B Ha OrpaHHYCHHUTE pecypcu. Jlamn Ha oBme

people with disabilities to receive
educational and other services that could
empower them to become productive and
to contribute to national development.
Some states in Nigeria, such as Lagos,
Ekiti, and Plateau, have enacted some type
of legislation to protect the rights of
citizens with disabilities living in these
states to receive specific services (25).
While this is commendable, a federal
legislation has not been enacted so that the
rights of such individuals to receive quality
education and related services everywhere
in the country will be protected.

Lack of Funding

It is not surprising that, in the absence of
legislation supporting the provision of
services for people with disabilities in the
country, services will not be adequately
funded. In general, there is evidence
indicating that educational services, for
instance, are deteriorating as a result of
severe decrease in funding in many
countries including Nigeria (12). In 1988,
the Salamanca Statement and Framework
for Action on Special Needs Education
adopted at the World Conference on
Special Needs Education reaffirmed the
commitment of the world community
(including Nigeria) to give the highest
policy and budgetary priority to improve
their educational systems to enable them to
include all people regardless of their
individual differences and difficulties and
enhance the contribution of all to national
development (26). It seems to be the case
that in Nigeria and many other countries
funds for the provision of services to
empower people with disabilities and
enhance their participation in national
development will NOT be a priority of
government policy and expenditure (27,
28). Some of the reasons for this according
to these authors are: (1) meeting the needs
of citizens with disabilities is considered
too costly, (2) it is argued that the needs of
the ‘normal’ majority will have to be met
prior to meeting those of individuals with
disabilities who are in the minority, and (3)
due to lack of awareness of the potential of
people with disabilities, expenditure on
services for them is considered a waste of
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CYNTHJIHH apryMeHTH Tpeba Ja MM ce IT03BOJIU
Jla IpoA0JDKaT Aa Ouaar Ha mTeTa Ha 00e30emy-
Bam-CTO HAa YCIYTW KOW MOXKAT Ja TH IOTTUKHAT
JIyreTo CO WHBATUAHOCT, TaKa INTO THE Oa MO-
JKaT Ja TpUAOHEcaT BO HAIMOHAIHUOT Pa3Boj?
AKo e Taka, cocToj0aTa Ha YCIyruTe 3a JIMIa CO
moceOHU MOTPpeOn M MOKHOCTH Ja TPHIOHEcAT
3a HaMOHAITHHUOT Pa3Boj BO 3eMjaTa caMo ke ce
BJIOIIM YIITE MOBEKE, HAMECTO Ja IMOCBEeIoYar
3Ha4YajHO OJJO0pYBambe.

OduHaHCHCKATa TOJIPIIKA U CTPYKTYpa 3a CIpo-
BelyBamke Ha mporpamara tpeba aa Oujie BaXkHa
KOMITOHEHTa Ha 3aKOHOT 3a MOJJpIIKa Ha 00e3-
OemyBame OOpa3oBaHHE W JaBambe YCIYTH BO
Hurepuja. Hurepuja mocera He m3pasu crpem-
HOCT Jla JlaBa cTa0WiiHA (PMHAHCHUCKA TOJIPIIKA
3a uMmIuieMeHTanrja Ha nenurte ox NPE, UN-
CRPD u SDG wmm ma nmaBa BaXHH YCIYTH U
IporpamMy, KO OU I'l MOJ00pUiIe XUBOTUTE HA
murara co uaBamuaHocT (9, 10). Kako pesynrat
Ha TOa, HEOCTacyBaaT MOTPEOHHUTE CPEACTBA 3a
o0e30enyBame Ha HEOMXOJHATAa ONpema, marte-
pujanu u pecypcu 3a 00e30eayBamke Ha KBAJIU-
TETHO 00pa30BaHHUE 32 YUCHHUIUTE CO NPECUKU BO
pa3BojoT BO 3eMjara. JacHO e, cropena Toa, JAeKa
JIMIIATa CO MHBATMIHOCT BO OBaa 3eMja MOXeE Ja
He J00HMjaT MOKHOCT 32 00pa3oBaHUE U YCIYTH
KOM O TH MOATOTBHWJIC Na MPHIOHECAaT BO Ha-
[IMOHATHUOT Pa3Boj.

MapruHanu3saumja Ha npuctanot Ao obpasoBaHue
U CIIMYHK yCnyru

MapruHanu3angjaTa co KOjallTo e COOYyBaat
JHIaTa CO MHBAJIMIHOCT Bo Hurepuja ru BKIy-
qyBa MPEAM3BHIIUTE BO MPHCTAIOT 10 00pa3oBa-
HUE W JI0 CIIMYHU yCIyTh. Mako moBekeTo oOpa-
30BHMA MHCTUTYUHU 3a YUYCHUIUTE CO WMHBAIUI-
HocT Bo Hurepmja ce omBoeHm, motpebata 3a
OBHE YYCHHIM Ja OMIaT eaylUpaHd BO PEIOB-
HHUTE YYWINIITA Oelle MPH3HaTa BO JOKYMEHTOT
Ha NPE (24, 25). [Ipamamero e: [Janm ce moc-
TallHU BO 3eMjara MOTPEOHHUTE PECYpPCH W TMOJ-
JpIIKa, KOM ce MOTpeOHM 3a jma ce o0e3denu
yCcrex Ha IporpaMHTe 3a HMHKIy3HWja? JacHo e
Jeka 00e30enyBameTo Ha epeKTUBHO 00pa3oBa-
HUE U IaBamkbe YCIYTH Ha JINIATa co MoceOHn 00-
pa3oBHH NOTPEeOH BO 3eMjaTa Oapa MOMHKITY3UB-
Ha cpelrHa 3a Ja UM ITIOMOTHe Bo OopbaTa mpo-
TUB JIUCKPUMUHALlMjaTa U 3ajaKHyBame Ha ell-
HAKBOCTA M MPUCTAIOT J0 MPOTPAMHUTE M YCITy-

scarce funds. Should these subtle
arguments be allowed to continue to the
detriment of providing services that could
empower people with disabilities so that
they can contribute their quota in national
development? If so, the condition of
services for people with disabilities and
opportunities for them to contribute to
national development in the country will
only deteriorate further instead of
witnessing any marked improvement.
Financial backing and a structure for
programme implementation should be an
important component of a law supporting
the provision of special education and
related services in Nigeria. Nigeria has so
far made no commitment to giving robust
financial support to the implementation of
the goals of the NPE, UN CRPD, and
SDGs, or provision of important services
and programmes that would enhance the
lives of citizens with disabilities (9, 10).
Consequently, the funds needed to provide
necessary equipment, materials, and
resources for providing quality education to
learners with disabilities in the country is
lacking. It is apparent, therefore, that
individuals with disabilities in the country
may be unable to obtain education and
services that would position them to
contribute to national development.

Marginalization in Accessing Education and
Related Services

The marginalisation that people with
disabilities in Nigeria encounter include
challenges in accessing education and
related services. Although most educational
institutions for learners with disabilities in
Nigeria are segregated, the need for these
learners to be educated in regular schools
was acknowledged in the NPE document
(24, 25). The question is: Are the necessary
resources and supports, to ensure the
success of inclusive programmes, available
in the country? Clearly, the provision of
effective education and related services to
individuals with disabilities in the country
requires more inclusive environments to
assist with fighting discrimination and
enhancing equality and access to
programmes and services (10, 25).
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rute (10, 25). Cenak, ocranyBa (hakToT IeKa
MPOTpaMUTe 33 BKIYUyBame HE CE 3aJ0BOITUTEN-
HO uMIUIeMeHTHpaHu Bo Hurepuja (29-31).
dakTopuTe, KaKO OTCYCTBO Ha YCIIyTH 3a HOI-
JpIIKA, PEICBAHTHH MATEpUjaid, Kako W MO[I-
JpIIKa Ha TEPCOHANIOT, C¢ TJIaBHUTE MPOOIIEMU
IITO TO IONPEYyBaaT CIPOBEIYBAIHETO HA e(H-
KacHa WHKIy3Wja Ha YYCHHUIIUTE CO IOCEOHU
notpebu Bo yumnumrara Bo Hwurepwja (9, 10,
25,32, 33).

ITocTojaT mOKa3um KOW yKakyBaaT Ha Toa JeKa
nunaTa co mocebHu motpebu Bo Hurepmja ce
CCpUO3HO MAapTUHATU3NPAHN BO CBOjOT IPHUCTAI
IO YCIYI'H BO 3acJHUIATE KaKo pe3yiraT Ha
OapuepuTe BO OKOJIMHATA, KaKO IITO CE HEI0CTa-
TOKOT Ha IpUCTall A0 3rpaguTe u jaBHI/IOT TpaH-
CIOPT, He00e30eIeHNOT NPHUCTAaIl 0 OambUTe BO
jaBHUTE 3Tpajid, HEMTOCTATOKOT Ha MPOTPaMH 3a
TEeXHUYKa TIOMOII W peXaOwmiInTanuja, HeJIocTa-
TOKOT Ha JOCTAIlHH MH(YOpPMAIINH, HEAOCTATOKOT
Ha 3HAKOBEH ja3WK, Ha MPEeBeIyBadd U IMyOIHKa-
uu co bpajoBo mucmo (34).

HcTpakyBameTo MOKaKyBa JeKa Kako pe3ynTar
Ha apXHUTEKTOHCKUTE OaprepH, IOBEKETO MHCTH-
Tyoud Ha O0Opa30BaHUETO, BPaOOTYBAmETO WU
peKpeanyjaTa, OCTaHyBaaT HEJOCTAITHH 3a KO-
PUCHHUIUTC HAa WHBAJIUIACKH KOJIUYKHU BO Hure-
puja (35). Alade u3jaBu nexa HEKOHM IIKOJICKH
aJIMUHHUCTPATOPH BO 3eMjaTa HEe IPUMaaT yIeHH-
Il CO TEJIECHA MOIMPEYCHOCT, aKO THE YUCHHUIIN
ce TpHUyAEHH Ja TOJ3aT 3a Jla BIle3aT BO 00jeK-
TOT TIOpaau apXHTeKTOHCKHTe Oapuepu (36).
Kaxko nocnenuna Ha Toa, MHOTY Off TAKBHTE y4e-
HUIIM ce MPUCHIICHH J1a ocTaHat goma. Kako pe-
3yNTaT Ha TOA, THE HEMaaT IIaHCa Jla TH Pa3BH-
BaaT CBOUTE BEIITHHH, /1A KHBEAT MPOIyKTUBHO
W Ja TpUAOHEcCaT BO HAIMOHATHHOT pa3Boj.
Hcro Taka, BO OTCYCTBO Ha IpaBHa paMKa 3a
3allTHTA Ha [paBaTta Ha JIMLAaTa co oceOHM MOT-
pebu 3a €MHAKBOCT ¥ MPHCTAI 0 YCIYTH, MOC-
TOW MapTrUHaJH3alHdja U UCKIyJyBamke Ha JIHIA-
Ta co mHBaIMaHOCT (34). Bo Hurepwuja, npamra-
BaTa KOW BIIMjaaT Ha TMpaBara M MOTpEeOUTE Ha
JIMIaTa CO MHBAIUAHOCT M MOHATAMy Ce Ha JIHC-
TaTa Ha YCKakE€ BO HAIIMOHAJIHUTEC IIOJIMTHKH,
JIOHECYBAETO OJTYKH, KAKO W HUBHATA HMILIC-
MeHTammja (9, 10).

Mpednosu u 3akny4Hu 3abenewku

CutHO ce 3acTamyBa CTaBOT JeKa HUTEpPUCKATa
Blaa Tpeba Ja TH mpe3eMe MO3UTHBHHUTE YeKO-

However, it remains the case that inclusion
programmes are not  satisfactorily
implemented in Nigeria (29-31). Factors
such as the absence of support services,
relevant materials, and support personnel
are major problems that hinder the
implementation of effective inclusion of
students with disabilities in Nigerian
schools (9, 10, 25, 32, 33).

There is evidence to indicate that persons
with disabilities in Nigeria are severely
marginalised in accessing services in the
communities due to the barriers in the
environment such as the lack of access to
buildings and public transport, lack of
accessible bathroom facilities in public
buildings, lack of technical assistance and
rehabilitation  programmes, lack of
accessible information, the unavailability
of  sign-language  interpreters  and
publications in Braille, (34).

Research indicates that due to architectural
barriers, most places of education,
employment, and recreation remain
inaccessible to wheel-chair users in Nigeria
(35). Alade reported that some school
administrators in the country would not
accept students with physical disabilities if
such students would be crawling on all fours
to get about because of architectural barriers
(36). Consequently, according to Alade,
many of such learners stay at home. The
opportunity to learn is denied to them. As a
result, they have no chance of developing
their skills to live productively and
contribute to national development. Further,
in the absence of polices/laws/legal
frameworks to safeguard the rights of people
with disabilities to equality and access to
services, there is marginalization and
exclusion in terms of accessing services by
people with disabilities (34). In Nigeria,
issues affecting the rights and needs of
people with disabilities continue to take the
backburner when it comes to national
policies, decision-making, and
implementtation (9, 10).

Suggestions and Concluding Remarks

It is strongly advocated that the Nigerian
government should take positive actions that
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pH KOM K€ TW CMaHIMIIUpaaT JINIATa CO HHBA-
JUIHOCT ¥ Ke TO 3ajaKHe HUBHUOT MPUIOHEC BO
HAIlMOHAIHUOT pPa3Boj. Toa € OYMIICIHO Of
MPETXOJHATA MUCKYCHja IeKa JMIaTa CO IOIpe-
4eHOCT Bo Hurepuja Hemaat mpucran J0 yCIyra
O]l CYIUITHHCKO 3HAYCH-C 33 Pa3B0Oj HA HUBHUTE
TAJICHTA W TPHUIOHEC 332 HAIMOHATHHOT Pa3Boj.
JacHo e neka 3a ;1a ce MPOMEHH OBaa CHUTYyallyja,
MoTpeOHU ce aKTUBHOCTH BO TIOBeke obmactu. U
MOKPaj TOMHUHAHTHUTE TIPEYKH BO Pa3BOjOT, EKO-
HOMCKUTE ¥ MOJUTUYKUTE MPOMEHHU BO 3eMjaTa,
cemnak BO3MOXKHH ce MoJ00pyBama Bo 00e30emy-
BambCTO YCIIYTH.

ITocrou utHa motpeda aa ce noHece QenepaicH
3aKOH 3a JIMLaTa CO MHBAJUIHOCT U Ja C¢ Haje
MpaBHAa TIOMOII TpU 00e30eqyBameTo Ha TIOT-
pebauTe yeayru. Ce odekyBa neka BO 3aKOHOT
3a JIMIaTa CO MHBAIMAHOCT ke Oumatr ondateHu
CIICHMBE Tpallama pPEICBAaHTHU 32 HUB 3a Ja
OmmaT BO MOXKHOCT Jla IPUAOHECYBAaT 3a HAIHO-
HAJIHUOT pa3Boj: (a) o0e30enyBambe Ha LIEIOCHH
00pa3oBHM yCIyTHU 32 MOAIPIIKA HA CUTE YICHH-
U CO MHBAIUAHOCT, (0) cucteM Ha (hUHAHCHpa-
e KOj Ke ce Tprku 3a cute (a3u Bo 00e30ey-
BalETO Ha 3HAYAJHUTE YCIyTH, (B) BpIICHC
KOHTpOJIa Ha KBAJIUTETOT, 0COOCHO BO OJHOC Ha
MPOAYKTUBHOCTA U (PMHAHCHUPAKETO, (T) MOKHA
rapaHiyja 3a POJAUTEINTE U JelaTa 3a Mpaiamba
KaKo MITO ce WACHTU(UKAIUjaTa, eBAIyalnjara,
obpazoBHara oOyka u yciyrd, (1) oOBpcka 3a
o0e30emyBambe Ha MOTPEOHUTE MaTCpHjald U
orpeMa 3a 3HaYajHUTE YCIYTH 3a JHUIATa CO II0-
ceOHM moTpedH, (') 3aI0JDKUTETHA oApeada Koja
Ke T rapaHTupa IpaBara Ha JIHIaTa cO MOCeOHH
notpebu aa moOujaT yCIIyTH BO WHKIY3UBHUTE
CPCIMHU BO HUBHHTE JIOKAJIHH 3acTHHUIHN Kazie
mTO Ke OUJaT JOCTAIHA MaTepyjaiu U Kajaap 3a
Jla Ce MCIOJIHAT HUBHUTE 0Opa3oBHU MOTpedH, U
(e) mpoBU3Mja 3a eBayalHja H OJrOBOPHOCT.
JloHecyBameTO U CIIPOBEYBAHETO HA 3aKOHCKA-
Ta peryiaThBa Koja ce OJHECYBa Ha OBHUE IICTIH
Ke TO OJICCHM OCTBAapyBAamETO Ha IEIUTE BO JI0-
kymeHtute Ha UN-CRPD u SDG 3a numara co
noceOHM moTpedu Bo oBaa 3emja. Unen 1 ox UN-
CRPD wmma 3a men ga ce mpoMoBHpaar, Ja ce
3aIITUTAT U Ja ce 00e30ean EIOCHO U eTHAKBO
y)KUBamkbe HA CUTE YOBCKOBU IIpaBa U OCHOBHU
c1000aM O] CTpaHa Ha CHUTE JIWIA CO MOCEOHM
notpedu (3). Cnmuno Ha Toa, SDG uma 3a nen
Jla Ce MOCTUTHAT OCHOBHHTE IICTH BO CIICIHUTE
15 roguHu: Kpaj Ha CHPOMAIITHjaTa, IPOMOBH-
pame Ha MPOCIHEPUTET U OJIarococTojba 3a CHrte,
Kako ¥ 3aiThrta Ha ranerara. CemyMHaeceTTe
IEJIM 32 OJIP>KITMB Pa3Boj OCTaBHja Kypc 3a Moc-

will empower people with disabilities and
enhance their contribution to national
development. It is evident from the foregoing
discussion that people with disabilities in
Nigeria may not have access to the services
essential to the development of their talents.
Clearly, for this situation to change for the
better, actions are required in several areas.
Despite the prevailing developmental
difficulties, economic and political upheaval
in the country, improvements in provision of
services is possible if the government would
strive to take appropriate actions and utilise
the available resources as efficiently as
possible.

There is an urgent need to enact a federal
disability law to give legal support to the
provision of the required services for people
with disabilities. It is expected that the
disability law will address the following,
among other issues, relevant to ensuring
people with disabilities are able to contribute
to national development: (a) a goal for
providing full educational support services to
all learners with disabilities, (b) a funding
system that will cater for all the steps and/or
stages in the provision of relevant services,
(c) a provision of quality control especially
with regards to productivity and funding, (d)
a powerful safeguard for both parents and
children on issues such as identification,
evaluation, educational training, and
placement for services, (¢) a commitment to
providing the necessary materials and
facilities for meaningful services to people
with disabilities, (f) a mandatory order
guaranteeing the rights of individuals with
disabilities to receive services in inclusive
settings in their local communities where
materials and personnel to meet their learning
needs will be available, and (g) provision for
evaluation and accountability. Enacting and
implementing a legislation that addresses
these goals will facilitate achievement of the
objectives in the UN CRPD and SDGs
documents for people with disabilities in the
country. Article 1 of the UN CRPD aims to
promote, protect, and ensure the full and
equal enjoyment of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms by all persons with
disabilities, and to promote respect for their
inherent dignity (3). Similarly, the SDGs aim
to achieve extraordinary things in the next 15
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TUTHYBame 3a cute ayre (6). Orramy, deaepan-
HUOT 3aKOH € O/ CYIITHHCKO 3Ha4eme 3a JOC-
TUTHYBamk€¢ Ha OBUC ICTH M CMaHIMIINPAIhC Ha
JWIaTa CO HMHBAIMAHOCT 3a Ja TO pa3BHjar
CBOJOT TOTEHIIHjal, Jla KUBEAT MPOIYKTUBHO U
Jla IpUIOHeCyBaar.

JloHecyBameTO M CHPOBENYBAaH-ETO HA OBOj 3a-
KOH Ke TapaHTHpa JeKa JIyreTO CO MPEYKH BO
pa3BojoT BO OBaa 3eMja ke TH J0oOWjaT moTped-
HHUTE YCIIYTH KOU K€ MM OBO3MOXAT JIa TO Pa3BH-
BaaT CBOjOT MOTCHIIMjANT U J1a MPUIOHECYBaaT 3a
HaroHaMoT pas3Boj (9, 34). Cekako, ke uma
MIPEAM3BHIIN BO CIIPOBEAYBAKETO Ha OXpenOuTe
Ol MaHJATOT, CO OTJIC] HAa aKTYCIHUTE MPEIH3-
BUIIM BO Pa3BOjoT Ha 3eMjaTta. Cemnak, oCTOCHC-
TO Ha 3aKOHOT K& MMa 3HaYMTeIIHO BIWjaHue. Ha
mpuUMep, Ha JUIaTa CO WHBAJIHIHOCT Ke UM ja
00e30e ocHOBaTa Ja OapaaT HaJOMeCT Ha
IITETa BO CYAOBHTE BO CIy4aW KOra c¢ CMeTa
JIeKa ofpeAOHnTe O 3aKOHOT HE OWIIe CIICACHH.
Heonamua, eaeH riiyB cTyaeHT Owil U30pKaH o
yHHUBep3uTeT BO Hurepuja mopamu ,,ipodiieMu
co roBopot u ciyxoT (37). Jokonky mocroermnie
(denepaNTHUOT 3aKOH 3a 3AlITHTA Ha JIUIATa CO
WHBAJIUJHOCT, Ha OBa Jjuie Ou My jganm mobpa
miatdopMa 3a J1a ce 6opH 3a Ipasja.
OO6pazoBaHueTo € KiIy4 3a BpaboTyBame, yHal-
penyBame, Kako 1 3a crnocoOHOCTa a ce MpUao-
Hece 32 HAIlMOHAIHHUOT Pa3Boj. 3aKOHOT 3a 3alll-
TUTA HA JINIATa CO HHBAIMIHOCT, IITO YeKa COT-
JIACHOCT OJI NpeTCeaaTeNoT, TH omdaka mpara-
BaTa 3a IpucTan 10 oO0pa3oBaHME HA JUIATa CO
uHBATHIHOCT Bo Hurepuja. Bo 2014 roauna, mo
BTOpmaT, HUrepucknoT ceHat noHece Qenepa-
JICH 3aKOH 32 JINIaTa CO HHBAIUAHOCT CO KOJIITO
(a) ru 3abpanyBa cute GOpPMHU Ha TUCKPHUMUHA-
1Mja MPOTUB JIMIIaTa CO MmoceOHu moTpedu, (0)
Oapa emHAKBM MOXKHOCTH BO CHUTE acIlCKTH Ha
JKUBOTOT Ha JIUIATa CO MHBAIUIHOCT, (B) Tpel-
BHJIyBa JICKa CUTE jaBHU 00jeKkTH Tpeba Ja oumar
MPUCTANHA 3a JIUIaTa CO WHBAIUAHOCT, U (T)
BKIIydyBa Ka3HCHH MEpPKH 3a KOPHOPATHBHU
TeJa ¥ MOSMHIT 338 KO Ke e YTBPAH AeKa Mmoc-
TamyBajie JUCKPUMHUHATOPCKH CO JIMIA CO MHBa-
muaHocT (38). Cemak, 3aKOHOT HE € TOTIHIIAH
ox cTpaHa Ha npercenarenot (9, 34). lonecysa-
BETO U 3HAYQJHOTO CIPOBEIYBamke Ha OBOj 3a-
KOH Ke ITPOMOBHpa MPUCTAIl 10 0Opa30BHU MPO-
TpaMH 3a JIUIaTa coO HHBATUIHOCT BO OBaa 3eMja.
[Moenuunm xoumTo ke Ouaar Bo cocrojda ma jo-
Oujar oOpa3oBaHHWE HAa ONTHMAIHOTO HHBO Ha
HUBHUTE CIOCOOHOCTH M Ke MOXKAaT Jia Jo0ujaT
JUTIIIOMH, ke OMJaT BO MOXHOCT Jia Oapaat Bpa-
OoTyBame, Ja OCTBapyBaaT NpPUXOIH, Ja Ce

years: end poverty, promote prosperity and
well-being for all, and protect the planet. The
17 Sustainable Development Goals set a
course to achieve these objectives — for
people everywhere (6). Thus, legislation on
service provision is essential to achieving
these goals and ensuring people with
disabilities develop their potential, live
productive, and contributing lives.

Enacting and implementing this law will
ensure people with disabilities in the country
will receive services that will enable them
develop their potential and contribute to
national development (9, 34). Certainly, there
will be challenges in implementing the
provisions of the mandate, given current
developmental challenges in the country.
However, the existence of the law will have
significant impacts. For example, it will
provide individuals with disabilities the basis
to seek redress in law courts in cases where it
is considered that the provisions of the law
are not followed. Recently, a university in
Nigeria expelled a deaf student because of
‘speech and hearing challenges’ (37). A
federal disability legislation would have
given this person a good platform to fight for
justice.

Education holds the key to employment,
advancement, and ability to contribute to
national development. The disability law,
awaiting assent of the president, covers issues
of access to education for people with
disabilities in Nigeria. In 2014, for the second
time, the Nigerian Senate passed a federal
Disability Bill that (a) prohibits all forms of
discrimination ~ against  people  with
disabilities, (b) demands equal opportunities
in all aspects of life for individuals with
disabilities, (c) stipulates that all public
buildings be accessible to people with
disabilities, and (d) includes punitive actions
for corporate bodies and individuals found
discriminating against people with disabilities
(38). However, the bill has not been signed
into law by the president (9, 34). The
enactment and meaningful implementation of
this law will promote access to educational
programmes for people with disabilities in
the country. Individuals able to obtain
education to the optimum of their abilities
and able to earn diplomas and degrees will be
able to seek fulfilling employment, eamn
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U3/IpXKyBaaT ceOecH M HUBHUTE CEMEjCTBA, KAKO U
Jla IPUJIOHeCyBaar 3a camara 3aeanuna (9, 28).

Ce npenopauyBa HUTEpUCKaTa BIaa a MOCBETH
COOJIBETHO BHHMAaHHE Ha TPAIIamEeTO 332 OBO3-
MOXXYBamhe Ha JIOCTAIHU YCIYTH 3a HHKITy3Hja
Ha JIIATa CO MHBAJIHIHOCT BO KOHTCKCT Ha Ha-
cokute o PexaOwnmmranuja Ha 3aeTHHUIATA
(CBR), 3amouHaTu BO TJaBHHOT rpaja Ha Hure-
puja, Abyna, Bo 2010 (39, 40). OBue Hacoku ce
HAMEHETH 33 eMaHIUIHparke Ha JIAIATa Co I0-
ceOHU MOTpedbu co 1eN Ja To pa3BUjaT CBOjOT
MOTCHIIKjall, 1a XHBEAT MPOIYKTUBHO U Ja TIPH-
JIOHECAaT BO HAIMOHATHHUOT pa3BOj NPEKy MOJ-
JPIIKa Ha HUBHOTO BKIYYyBam¢ BO 3IPaBCTBO-
TO, 00pa30BaHUETO, BPaOOTYBAKHETO, pEKpealu-
jara, BEIITHHHUTE 3a O0yKa, KaKO W JPYTUTE
ciyx0u Bo 3aenuunara (39, 40). Ipucranure Ha
CBR ce o cymTHHCKO 3HauCHE, OUIEjKH IOT0-
JIEMHUOT JIed Of] JIyf'eTo cO MHBaTUAHOCT Bo Hu-
repHja JKUBeaT BO PypaJHUTE 00JacTH W Tpeda
Jla IMaatr MPUCTAaI 10 OBHE YCIYTH BO HUBHUTE
JIOKAITHU cepu COo IeN Jia TO pa3BHjaT CBOjOT
MOTCHIWjaNl ¥ 1a IPUAOHECaT BO HAITHOHATHHOT
pa3Boj (41).

EdexruBanure nporpamu Ha CBR ce mosutusHO
CPENICTBO 3a 00e30emyBame Ha JTUIaTa CO UHBA-
JUTHOCT Ja TPUAOHECYBaaT BO HAIIMOHAIHOT
pa3Boj co Toa mTO ke ce 00e30emu iyfrero na
MMaaT MPHUCTAIl 0 OBHE MPOTPaMH M yCIYTH BO
HUBHUTE JoKamHU chepu (29). Baxnute acnek-
™1 Ha CBR kommrto Tpeba ma ce crnpoBeayBaaT
BO 3a€IHUIATA, BO HHTETPUPAHHU CPEIMHH, BKITY-
gyBaaT HH(POPMAIIUH OJT jaBSH KapakTep, 3allTH-
Ta, oOpazoBaHHe, TeXHOJOrHja (MEAULIUHCKA
CpEeJICTBa, ONpeMa U YPEIH), COIUjaIHH, IICHXO-
JOMKH U TpoeCHoHaTHU TporpaMu. [lpucra-
MOT Ha 3aeIHHIATa 3a 00e30enyBame 00pazoBa-
HUE U CIIMYHU YCIIYTH Ke rapaHTHpa JieKa JyreTo
CO MHBAIUAHOCT K€ MMaaT IPHUCTAI A0 OBHE YC-
JYTrd BO HUBHUTE JoKanHU cdepu. OBa ke ra-
paHTHpa MOKHOCTUTE 3a Pa3Boj Ja OWmaTt Joc-
TaIH{ 32 CUTE BKJIyYYBajKH T'M U JIUIATa CO TO-
ceOHn notpebu. [loHaTamy, OBOj TpUCTaIN OTBO-
pa maT 3a TIOWHKJIY3UBHH, PEalTHU U OAPIKIUBU
uHUIMjatusy (40).

[ocrojaT HEKOM MOKa3W HAa OBOj IPHCTANl BO
Hurepuja. Alade u3Bectu 3a cTpyuHa mporpama
3a pexaOwinTalyja WHHUIMPAaHA OJ CTpaHa Ha
MeryHaponHata oOpraHu3aldja Ha TPYZOT U
IIporpamata 3a pa3Boj Ha OOeAMHETUTE HALUH
(ILO / YHAII) Bo apxkasa Bo 3anmanHa Hurepuja
Bo 2004 rommua (36). Ilo ycmemHWOT MHIOT
MPOEKT BO NpxkaBa Bo 3amagna Hurepwuja, mect
JOpyTd Ap)KaBd BO 3eMjaTa WHHUIUpPaa CIHYHU

income, support themselves, their families,
and the community at large (9, 28).

It is recommended that the Nigerian
government should give adequate attention to
the issue of making services accessible and
inclusive for people with disabilities in the
context of the new Community Based
Rehabilitation (CBR) guidelines launched in
Nigeria’s capital city, Abuja in 2010 (39,40).
These guidelines were designed to empower
persons with disabilities to develop their
potential, live productively, and contribute to
national development by supporting their
inclusion in health, education, employment,
recreation, skills training, and other
community services (39,40). CBR approaches
are essential because the vast majority of
people with disabilities in Nigeria live in rural
areas and need to accesses these services in
their localities in order to develop their
potential and contribute to  national
development (41).

An effective CBR programmes is a positive
means of ensuring people with disabilities can
contribute to national development in that it
will ensure these people access programmes
and services in their areas (29). The important
aspects of CBR to be implemented in the
community at integrated settings include
public information, prevention, education,
technology (medical, aids, equipment and
devices), social, psychological and vocational
programmes. A community-based approach to
the provision of education and related services
will ensure that people with disabilities are
able to access these services in their localities.
This will ensure that development
opportunities are available to all including
people with disabilities. Further, this approach
facilitates more inclusive, realistic, and
sustainable initiatives (40).

There is some evidence of this approach in
Nigeria. Alade reported the community-based
vocational rehabilitation programme the
International Labour Organisation and the
United Nations Development Programme
(ILO/UNDP) initiated in a state in Western
Nigeria in 2004 (36). After the successful pilot
project in the state in Western Nigeria, six
other states in the country had initiated similar
community based approaches to the provision
of services to individuals with disabilities. A
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MPUCTAIHU KOH 00e30eIyBamke Ha YCIYTH 32 JIna
co moceOHM MmoTpedH. A Tporpama Kako OBa
MOXe J1a OWJe eeH 01 HAUMHUTE KaKo Ja UM ce
OBO3MOXH Ha TIOBEKE JIyT'e CO IIPEYKH BO Pas3Bo-
JOT BO 3eMjaTa Jia ce 3400MjaT CO BEIITHUHU KOH
MOXaT Ja JOBEAaT A0 caMoBpabOoTyBame, HE3a-
BUCHOCT, TMPOXYKTUBHOCT M Ja MPUAOHECYBaaT
3a JkuBOT. Cemak, OTpaHUYCHH CE BEPOIOCTOjHH
MOJATONM 32 HANpPEZOKOT Ha Iporpamara BO
3eMjata. Ce YMHHU JeKka TperojeMaTa OMpOKpa-
THja ¥ HECOOJBETHOTO (PMHAHCUPAIHE HETATHBHO
BIIMjaat Bp3 oBaa nporpama (9, 10, 34).

Tpeba ma ce oCHOBa MHHHCTEPCTBO OJTOBOPHO
3a JIMIaTa CO WHBAJIUIHOCT M HUBHA pexaOwiiu-
Tanja Ha (eaepanHo, AP>KaBHO U JIOKAIHO HU-
B0. Bo MOMeHTOB, MHHHCTEPCTBOTO 32 COIHja-
HAa 3aIITHTa U 3aIITHTA Ha )KEHCKHUTE TIpaBa € 3a-
JOJDKEHO W 3a Tpaliamara Ha JHMIara co WHBa-
muaHOCT Bo Hurepuja. [Ipamamara 3a nurara co
MHBAJHIHOCT, KaKO IITO CE Pa3BOj M CHPOBEIY-
Bakbe Ha CBR-mporpamure, HajBepojaTHO ke ce
HajIaT Ha JINCTaTa Ha 4YeKame Oujejku mpooiie-
MHTE KOWIITO BIMjaaT Ha Jy[eTO CO WHBAJHI-
HOCT He ce cdakaaTr cepuosno (9, 10). Cemnak,
MOXe Jla ce AUCKYTHpa Al COOJBETHO IUIAHHU-
panu u umiuiementupann CBR mporpamu ke ce
CIpaBaT CO TOJEMHOT OpOj Ha MPETU3BUIM Ha
JMIara co XeHauken Bo Hurepuja Bo onHOC Ha
00pa30BaHUETO U CPOJHUTE YCIYTH.
EdexTuBHOTO 3acTamyBame U aKTUBHOCTHUTE 32
HNOAJPIIKA OJ CTpaHa Ha OPTaHM3AlUU WU
3IpYKEHHja Ha JIUIaTa CO MOCEOHHU MOTpeOHu BO
3eMjaTa Ke MPOMOBHpA CBECHOCT 3a IOTpeOUTE
Ha JMIaTta co moceOHM morpebu. Ha mpumep,
MHUPHH JIEMOHCTPALMH O] CTPaHa Ha JIyreTo co
nmoceOHY MOTpeOr BO (heJepaTHUOT MapiIaMeHT 1
mpeTceaaTeNicKaTa Buia, Ou MOXKeNe Ja U3BpIIaT
NPUTUCOK BpP3 BJajiaTa Jia JIOHECe 3aKOH 3a JIH-
1ata co MHBAMAHOCT. Bo cymTrHa, mpeKky HUB-
HUTE OpraHM3alii Jy[eTO0 CO HHBAIUANUTET
Tpeba /a ja mpe3emMaT BojAEYKaTa yJIora BO HUB-
HaTa emaHnunanuja. [lotoa, pa3sHu 37pyKeHH]a
Ha JIMIaTa CO MHBATHIHOCT BO Hurepuja mmaar
3Ha4YajHa yJiora BO yOeIyBameTo Ha BiajaTa aa
TH TpU3HAae NOTpebuTe Ha rpafaHUTE CO WHBA-
JUITHOCT CO JOHECYBame Ha 3aKOH 3a IMOAPIIKA
Ha Pa3BOjOT HA HUBHHUTE TAJICHTH U MPUIOHECOT
BO HAIIMOHATHHOT pa3Boj. OBaa merm Moxe 1a ce
MOCTHTHE aKo THE MO)KaT Ja copadoTyBaat
e(eKTHBHO IMOJ 3aKpIiia Ha Jp)KaBara BO 3ael-
HUYKa HalMOHANTHA acolyjanuja Ha JHIara co
naBanuaHocT (JANOPWD). Co npezeHTHpame
Ha 0o0equHET (PPOHT, HUBHHUTE AKTUBHOCTH 32
3acTalyBame OM MOXKelie Ja MMaar IOroJeMo

programme like this could be one means of
enabling more people with disabilities in the
country to acquire skills that could lead to self-
employment, independent, productive, and
contributing living. However, reliable data on
the progress of the programme in the country
are scarce. It appears that too much
bureaucracy and inadequate funding adversely
affected this programme (9, 10, 34).

A ministry responsible for disability and
rehabilitation should be created at federal,
state, and local government levels. Presently,
the ministry of social welfare and women
affairs is charged with disability issues in
Nigeria. Disability issues, such as developing
and implementing CBR programmes, will
likely be at the back burner because issues
affecting people with disabilities are not taken
seriously (9, 10). Nonetheless, it can be argued
that if adequately planned and implemented
CBR will address many of the challenges of
people with disabilities in Nigeria in accessing
education and related services.

Effective advocacy activities by organisations
or associations of people with disabilities in
the country will promote awareness of the
needs of people with disabilities. For instance,
peaceful demonstrations by people with
disabilities at the federal parliament and
presidential villa could put pressure on the
government to enact the disability legislation.
Essentially, people with disabilities, through
their organisations, must take a leading role in
their own empowerment. Obviously then the
various associations of people with disabilities
in Nigeria have significant roles in persuading
the government to recognise the needs of
citizens with disabilities by enacting a law to
support the development of their talents and
contribution to national development. This
goal can be achieved if they can collaborate
effectively under the national umbrella of all
disability organisations in the country called
the Joint National Association of Persons with
Disabilities (JANOPWD). Presenting a united
front, their advocacy activities could have
more impact in pressurising the government to
enact and implement relevant laws, for
example. Another strategy that they could
utilise in the struggle is to embark upon
actions that involve promoting public
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BJIMjaHHE W J]a W3BPIIAT IPUTHCOK BP3 BlaIaTa
Jla JOHECE U CIIPOBENC PEICBAHTHU 3aKOHH, Ha
npuMep. YIITe eHa cTpareruja mTo Tue Ou Mo-
JKeJTe Jla ja KOpucTat Bo Obopbara, € 1a ce 3amou-
HaT aKTUBHOCTH HITO BKJIYYyBaaT IIPOMOBHUPALE
Ha jaBHAaTa CBECT 3a IMOTPEOUTE W HEJOBOJIHO
00e30eIeHUTe YCIOyrd 3a JHIara CO HWHBAJIHI-
HOCT BO 3€MjaTa CO MOMOII Ha MacOBHUTE Me-
IUyMHd (TEJICBU3H]ja, Pallo, BECHUIH, CIHCAHH-
ja, conyjaHuTe MeauyMu, kako dejcOyk) 3a na
00e30enu GpopyM 3a Hal[MOHATHATA TMOJINTUKA 32
JMUCKYCHja Ha Pa3IMIHUA TEMHU CO Ie] TOoa00py-
Balk¢ Ha HHUBHHUTE IMOTpeOM M Oyiarococrojba.
Hcro taka, Tpeba ma tobupaar 3auHTEpECHpPaHH
n XyMaHH jaBHI/I JIMYHOCTH U MOJUTU4Yapu BO
3eMjara Bo oOWj Ja BIHMjaaT Ha BlajaTta Jia TH
3eMe MpeaBU/l U MOTPeOUTe Ha TparaHUTe CO UH-
BaJIMAHOCT NPU JOHECYBAHLETO U UMIIJIEMCHTA-
[yjaTa Ha 3aKOHHTE. JIMPEKTHOTO JIOOMpame 3a
nof00pyBamke Ha OAPEJCHH YCIYTH OJ CTpaHa
Ha XyMaHHUTE jaBHU JUYHOCTH W MOJUTHYAPH
4ecTo MoXe Ja Ouge MHory BiujarenHo (42). Co
BaKBHTE aKTHBHOCTH BO OBaa 3eMja Ke ce IoHece
U HUMIUIEMEHTHpA 3aKOH 3a MOJJpIIKA, ¢THAK-
BOCT M MPHUCTAII JI0 YCIAYTU Ha JIAIATa CO moceo-
HU oTpebu. Kako pesynraTt Ha Toa, OM MOXEIo
Jla 70j1ie 10 TOI00pyBamke Ha YCIYTUTE U MOX-
HOCTHTE MPEABUICHU 32 JIMIATa CO MOCCOHH I10-
TpeOu BO 3eMjaTa, co Il J]a TH pa3BHjaT CBOUTE
MOTEHIMjalTd U Ja MPUIOHECAT BO HAI[HOHAIHH-
OT PasBoj.

KoHbnukm Ha uHmepecu

ABTOpHTE U3jaByBaaT JIeKa HE IIOCTON KOH(IUKT
Ha UHTEPECH.
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