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conversation group program for purposes of practicing their English3. Eight groups of three 
students were enrolled in the study, agreed to be video recorded, and met weekly in the same 
groups. The format for these meetings was for each of the three participants to speak for 10 
minutes uninterrupted (monologue). When each participant had had their ten minutes of 
uninterrupted talk, the group then was to have a 10-15 minute conversation. For this paper, we 
have transcribed and analyzed one of the groups and focus on the practices for connected 
discourse during the conversational time at three points in time during over the course of 94 
weeks. Transcriptions were made following conventions for multimodal conversation analysis 
inspired by Mondada (2018). The practices for comparable actions were analyzed at different 
points in time to trace evidence of change (Hellermann, 2008; Markee, 2008). The first period 
(t1) is weeks 1-4 from autumn 2016, the second (t2) is weeks 54-58 (from autumn/winter 
2017/18), and the third (t3) is weeks 90-94, autumn 2018. The total time of interaction 
analyzed is 201 minutes over the course of two years.  
 We present 10 excerpts from the group of speakers who called themselves ‘EEnglish’ to 
illustrate changes in the participants’ methods for topic development and orientation to 
participation framework as part of the work to make connected discourse. The participants are 
referred to as C, S, and G. 
 
3.0 Data Analysis 
3.1 Sessions 1 and 2: Orientation to question-answer/telling   

As stated above, the conversational portions of the early sessions were characterized by 
questions by members of the group to the just-finished presenter followed by the presenter’s 
response which took the form of short tellings. In such cases, topics do not arise out of either 
the question or the response actions. Excerpt 1 comes from the group’s first meeting at the 
point when the third participant, C, is finishing his monologue/presentation. He had been 
talking for ten minutes about a running club of which he is a member. As instructed, when the 
time runs out, the current speaker can end the monologue. And when that person is the third 
speaker, the dialogic part of the meeting can start. In excerpt 1, the participants maintain this 
presenter-audience participation framework (Goffman, 1981) when G and S ask questions of 
the most recent presenter, C.   
 
(1) 
[EEnglish01 Oct. 24 2016  605-664 33:35-35:51]   
((C was speaking about a running club he is a member of)) 
11 C: this is the end of (.) my: (0.5) speech. 
12     (1.0) 
13 C:  thank y(h)ou. 
14 G:  ((taps on table 13 times)) 
15 G: oka:::y¿ 
16 S:  (    )  
17     (2.0) 
18 G: >yeah< so, (0.5) how:: (1.5) much did you spent that 
19  day¿ 
20 (1.5) 
21 C: oh ((coughs)) I didn't count (.) that but ah- it was  
22 (.) uh- (0.5) only a little=about twenty thousand won? 
23 (1.5) 

                                                           
3 This work was supported by Global Research Network program through the Ministry of Education of the Republic 

of Korea and the National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF-2016S1A2A2911491). 
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24 S: mm 
25 C: becau:se mm:  
26 (1.0) 
27 C: third and fourth (.) place¿ I didn't (.) pay the penny  
28 because (1.0) ◦#um#◦ other: crew member¿ (.) just paid 
29  all: of the:: (1.5) expenses. [so (.) I only paid  
30 G:                               [+mm 
        g                                                                         +nodding 
31 C:  almost (.) twenty thousand won.^  
        c                                                                        ^nods 
32 (0.5) 
33 G:  wow! 
34 C: ^yeah. (0.5) it was really: (0.5) nice: people. 
         c        ^nodding 
35 (1.5) 
36 S: how many people joined (.) the last r- running.  
37 C:  mm: last running (.) it was (1.5) irregular (.)  
38 session becau:se (.) mm: other schools¿ they have (.) 
39 midterm exam¿ so only a few people= about (.) eight 
40 (.) people: [was gathered.^  
        c                                                            ^nods 
41 S:             [&mm  
        s                                   &nodding 
42 (1.5) 
43 C: las::t ◦Saturday >yeah<◦^ 
        c                                                                 ^nods 
44 (4.0) 
45 C:  yeah. [hhh 
46 S:       [hhh 
47 (4.0) 
48 S: how much time (.) time for you to: running (.) seven 
49 kilometer 
50 C:  mm (2.5) I was really tired that I didn't check the  
51 time,=but I: think almost (1.5) an: hour? [an hour or  
52 S:                                          [◦an hour◦ 
53 C: half? 
54 S: &◦oh◦  
        s &nodding 
55 C:  >an hour and half.< or (.) maybe (.) like that  
56 S: &◦mm yes◦  
        s &nodding 
57     (3.5) 
58 S: ((shifts gaze to G and back to C)) 
59 (1.0) 
60 C: um: I have (.) a question for G?  

 
 After C finishes his monologue with the explicit announcement in line 11, after a little 
transition time, G starts the conversational portion of the meeting with a question to C (ll. 18-
19) about his spending during the day he discussed. C answers (starting in ll. 21-22) with an 
assessment and estimate. This is followed by minimal receipt and several points where it would 
be relevant for a next speaker to comment on or ask follow up questions about C’s answer (ll. 
30, 32, 35). Without other co-participants taking a turn, C continues with an account (ll. 25-31). 
The assessment by G in line 33 is met with a second aligning assessment by C which is also 
hearable as a possible preclosing to C’s answer and account. After a 1.5 second pause, S orients 
to C’s turn as topic closing and asks his first question (l. 36) about the number of participants. C 
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responds, which receives minimal receipt in l. 41 (followed by long inter-turn gaps: ll. 43, 44, 
47) and no development of the topic during that time, and S asks a second question about C’s 
event, about the time it took him to run (l. 48). After C’s response, there is no further 
development, minimal receipt from S and a pause. S shifts his gaze to G and in line 60, C marks 
his next turn as a role switch, with a pre-question announcement to G.  
 It is notable in (1) that in lines 21 or 37, in response to the questions from G and S, C 
does not produce a short answer such as:  

 
G: ‘how much did you spend?’ 
C: ’20,000 won’ 

or 
 
  S: ‘how many people were there?’ 
  C:  ‘eight’ 
 
Rather, C is orienting to the topic-relevant nature of the inquiry treating the second position 
response as a place to provide detail about his monologue. However, other than minimal 
receipt, questioners G and S do not pursue the original inquiry as a topic. They do not ask follow 
up questions about or assess C’s tellings (Maynard, 1980; Mori, 2002) nor do they add related 
information to develop these responses as conversational topics.  

In meeting 2, there is a similar orientation to the question-answer structure in getting 
the conversation started with turns that do little topic development. After C explicitly ends his 
monologue about his weekend activities with an assessment and stopping the timer (l. 830), G 
starts the conversational portion by asking two questions (ll. 842-843 and l. 860) of the just-
finished presenter (C) after which S also asks a question of C (l. 866).  
 
(2) 
[EEnglish02 Oct. 31 2016  825-855 32:22-34:14]    
824 C: and it was the: (0.5) mm first time that I: (1.5) 
825 ◦mm:◦ played during the Hallowee:n +weekend? 
           g                                                                                              +nodding 
826  (1.5) 
827 C: ^◦yeah so◦  
           c  ^nodding 
828  (2.0) 
829 C: ◦it was really◦ me- memorable day. + 
           g                                                                                              +nodding 
830 C: ^yeah ((presses timer in front of him)) 
           c           ^nodding 
831 (1.5) 
832 G:  uh::  
833  (0.5) 
834 S: mm:= 
835 G: =+you said, 
    g                   +gzC 
836  (1.0) 
837 G: you::: (1.0) ◦uh- uh:◦ you got (.) a: empty 
838 bag? 
839  &(0.5) 
            s                &gzC then back to G 
840 C: ◦ye[ah◦ 
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