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AN ABSTRACT O TEE THESIS OF Nikolaos E. Mpras for the

Master ol Arts in Political 3Science presented May 11, 1970.

Title: Greece: The Colonels' Puritan Revolution.

APPROVED BY MBEMBERS OF THi—4
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IS COMMITTEE:

ease,

The purpose of this paper is to examine the present
political situstion in Greece and the events that took
place from the time thst Papandreou's Center Union Party
came Vo power in 1964 to the military coup d'etst in 1967.
However, in order to develop & pilcture of whet led to the
coup of 1967, it is necessary not only to discuss specific
gvents prior snd during the coup bul also to present &
brief bvackground of modern Greek politics since Greece's
independence from the Turks in 1&2l.

‘'ne paper 1s divided into five chapters: the first

chapter briefly summarizes the events that took place on



April 21, 1967; the second traces the events thut led
to the April 21 coup d'etat; the third indicates whatb
the situation wss before «pril 21, 1967; the fourth
discusses the policies snd governing methods of the
present military regime; the fifth is a concluding
statement.

There is little dats in books or professional
journals about recent Greek politics. Conseguently,
this work was largely dependent on newspapers, news
magazines, and the testimony of a number of Greeks
for information.

The Greek people are presently under the
dictatorial rule of & military regime. Resistance
against the regime sppears to be increasing. 4s
resistance incresses, more repressive measures snd
unresc will develop, until the country erupts into

a pioody civil war.
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CHAPTER I
INTRCDUCTION

At 2:30 on the morning of the 2lst of April 1567,
the Greek army carried out & coup d'etat and replaced
the civilian democratic rule of Greece with a military
dictatorship.

The coup d'etat was initiated with the sudden
srrest of political leaders and the take over of
communications media and police districts in all major
cities of Greece with armored vehicles manned with battle-
ready soldiers.

The coup came sO suddénly and the movement of those
carrying 1t out wus so smooth that no cone even suspected
that a coup had been contemplated.

Eight soldiers with machine guns and rifles with
fixed bayonets broke into the hose of Andreas Papandreou,
son of the Prime Minister and a representative in the
Greek Parlisment, and dragged everyone out of bed, shouting
"Where is Andreas". Andress and his family thought at
first that the house had been invaded by terrorists to
assasinate them.

Similar situations were repeated throughout the

country, as the military junta was determined to eliminate



all of its political opposition, by arresting and jailing
most of the national and community political leadership
of Greece.,

Known supporters of the Papandreou regime were
arrested immediately. Confidential sourcesl in the
service of the military’junta indicate that some of the
most able career officers were either retired or were
arrested and Jjailed without any regard to their rank,
professional expertise, or service record. Career civil
servants were also replaced immediately by relstives and
trusted friends of the regime. Leabor unions were dissolved
by military order and then re-established, with ﬁheir new
membership made up of Jjunta-approved people. Voluntary,
professional, and civil organizatiohs were reorganized
along the same lines, and their leasdership was hand-picked
by the military governor of each militsry district.

The civilian leadership of small communities, such
2s the village presidents, was replaced by appointed
military officers.

Reorganization in Greece was complete. Most of the
civilian and politicsl leadership was replaced by military
officers and their supporters at the lowest level, in the
smallest village and smallest organization.

1A number of Greek sources must remain confidentisl
out of fesar of reprisals by the regime.




CHAPTER II
WHAT LED TO THE COUP D'ETAT

The story of the present military dictatorship goes
back to December 1966, when George Papandreou resigned
as Prime Minister of Greece. The resignation came as
a result of the struggle between King Constantine and
Papandreou over the guestion of whether Papandreou had the
power to fire one of his ministers without the king's approval.

Following Papandreou's resignation, King Constantine
appointed a caretaker government and promised that elections
would be forthcoming in May of 1967.

King Constantine promised that elections would be
held even though it was not likely that he would allow
national elections to take place as long as the Center
Union Party* was strong. ‘Yhe leaders of the Center Union,
George and Andreas Papandreou (the King's bitter enemies),
were very popular with the Greek people, and the King was
fesrful that a national election as promised would be
turned into a national plebiscite against the royal family.

*Note: Greek political Parties with abbreviations
were as follows: '

Political Parties Political Spectrum
Center Union Party (CUP) Center

Liberal Democratic Center (FIDIK) Center Right
National Redical Union (ERE) Right

Progressive Party (XKP) Right
United Democratic Left (EDA) Left



At this point (in order to attract attention away
from the issue of the promised elections), the persecution
of Andreazs Papandreou began, and in December of 1966,
the Athens prosecuting attorney charged Andreas with high
treason and asked that his immunity as a member of the
Parliament be lifted. Andreas was accused of being the
ring~-leader of a leftist faction composed of young officers
in the Greek srmed forces; of intending to overthrow the
Monarchy by force, and of wishing to establish a socialistic
government in Greece. Although ERE, one of the major
political parties, supported this move, smaller political
parties, as well as the CUP, the dominant party, oprosed it.

During the months preceding the coup, there was
heated parliamentary maneuvering and double-dealing
between the political parties and the King.

On March 30, 197, the CUP sponsored legislation
(protecting deputies of Parliasment from arrest during the
election period) intended to provoke a parliamentary crisis
and bring about the resignation of the caretaker government.

This move was successful,\and on 4pril %, the King,
bypassing the CUP, appointed Panayiotis Kanelopoulos, the
leader of the ERE, as the new head of government.

Because the CUP had a majority in the parlisment and
the new government evidently could not receive a vote of

confidence, the King told Kanelopotlos to disolve



Parliament.2

Kanelopoulos wes told by the King to continue
as the head of a service government and prepare for
elections within forty-five days, as requi:ed by the 1952
contitution.

During this period Andreas Papandreou would no
longer be & deputy, but & csndidate for re-electiovn. His
immunity as a member of Parliasment would be removed, snd
he would be subject to arrest. As indicated above, he had
slready been charged with high treason.

Andreas's arrest was expected to provoke large scale
demonstrations in the msjor cities of Greece and,
consequently, to give the King snd his supporters an excuse
to postpone the May elections.

It had become apparent that the CUP would win
over-whelmingly in free elections and that the royal
family and its supporters would be in trouble politically.

Upon dissolution of Perlisment, Kanelopoulos evidently
ceme to an understending with George Papandreou that
andreas would not be arrested. Appsrently Kanelopoulos
did not play the game as was planned by the Xing and the Army.

As the agreement between the leaders of the two
major parties becsme evident, the Army Colonelsﬁ struck
on April 21, at 2:30 in the morning; Kanelopoulos was

25tephen Rousseas, The Death of a Democrecy-Greece

snd the American Conscience (New York: Grove Press Ilnc., 1967)
p. Ol

4

5The asgreement obviously was only a pretext. The
efficiency of the coup indiceates extensive planning.



arrested along wiih other Greek political leaders.

When The Coup Was Carried Out

Moments after midnight on April 21, soldiers in
battle dress, began to appear in every key city and town
and at every major street and intersection all over Greece.
Radio stations, alrports, railroads and all communication
and transportation media were seized by the Army.

Greece's borders were closed, and its communications
with the outside world stopped. No planes could land
or take off, and arriving ships were turned away
from ports. Suddenly, a land of 8,550,000 people,
roughly the size of the state of New York, found
itself totally cut off from the rest of a puzzled
world, in the first milifary takeover in Free
Europe since the 1950'8.4

The leaders of the coup invoked the royal name in
every action they took. They sought to give legitimacy
to their actions by fostering the lmpression that they
were in the name of his Highness the King.

The leaders moved quickly, indiscriminately arresting
all political leaders regardless of party, as indicated
by the following:5

In Athens' Kolonaki district, three soldiers
and a captain called at 2 a.m. upon Premier
Panayotis Kanelopoulos, who had heard of trouble
and barricaded his door. The officer explained

bugreece", Time, (April 28, 1967), p. 28.
2Tbid.



that they had come (o protect him. " need
no protection", cried Kanelopoulos, "I am
Premier of Greece". The soldiers broke '
down the door. "Why dont you kill me here?",
the Premier asked. The soldiers hustled

him swiftly into an army truck and drove him
off to a detention center.

In his suburban home at Kastri, a political
foe of Kanelopoulos, former premier George
Papandreou, was dragged out of bed and
marched off without even being given time to
put on his shoes; he had to carry them
along. His leftist son Andreas, sleeping some
miles away was a particular target of the
military; they sent eight soldiers and a
captain to fetch him. They overpowered his
bodyguard, smashed a glass door while breaking
into the house, and dragged Andreas off in
his underpants, his feet bleeding from the
glass.

The scene was much the sume all over Athens.
By %3:00 a.m., practically all of Greece's leading
politicians,of almost every persuasion anc
leaning, had been rounded up and herded into
detention centers in downtown Athens. The
military suspended key clauses of the constituvion,
banned strikes and all public gatherings, imoosed
censorship on the press, closed schools, banks
and stores, did away with the need for search
warrants and set up special military courts to
try violators. '

Although King Constantine attempted to persuade
his army friends to reverse the course of events, he was
unsuccessful. He finally went along with the Jjunta.

It was reported that:6
The Putschists rounded up over five thousand
persons in three categories-~~suspects, potentially
dangerous and known enemies--in those two hours

(allowing themselves a one hundred per cent margin
of error in %l.. numerical estimate)

6George Bailey, "The Puritan Revolt in Greece",
The Reporter, (May 18, 1967), p. 19.




During its first one hundred days the military
dictatorship took steps to insure its stay in power
through terrorism of the Greek people by martisl lsw,

by setting down rules of what the people @ould do and

could not do, and by determining what books they could

read and how they should dress. Some of the steps taken

during this period by the junta to reform the moral

7

character of the Greeks are indicatved as follows:

Special inilitary courts-msrtisl have been set
up all over the country to punish Greeks who
offended against King, Church or Junta. In
Athens a worker wes sentenced to one yesr in
prison for "behaving like & Teddy boy , &
tradesman to six months for "disobedience to
authorities'. DMikis Theodorskis, the noted
leftist musician, who composed the score for
the film "Zorba the Greek'", last week was
sentenced in absentia to 5j2 months in prison
for offending the honor of the royal faaily.
An estimated 150 to 200 Greeks are already
behind bars on such charges, &nd more are
arrested each week.

The Jjunts also seeks to reform Greece by
issuing an almost endless of do's and don'ts.
A few outlandich decrees, such as the ban on
beards, were prudently withdrawn, but others
have stuck. The Jjunta has blacklisted the
works of nearly 300 Greek asnd scorss of foreign
authors, some Red, but others simply liberal,
such as Senator J.W. Fulbright. They have
stripped Actress Melins Mercourli and some
400 other Greeks abrosd of their citizenship,
because they have "lost their Greek soul and
conscience". They have banned who's who in
Greecej...A decree forbidding five or more
persons to assemble without prior police
permission has all but killed Athen's social
life.

7"Greece: the First 100 Days", Tiue, (August &,
po 29"’50-

1967),




As soon as the three leaders (Pattakos, Papadopoulos
and Makarezos) of the Jjunta were sworn into office by the
Primate of Greece, they appointed Constantine Kollias
as Premier. He was the sole civilian in the Jjunta
government, and prior to his appointment as Prenmier he
served as the chief prosecutor in the Greek Supreme Court.

Initially, Papadopoulos accepted the position of
Minister to the premier, Pattakos took over the ministry
of the interior, and Makarezos becasme minister of
coordination. Although all three apparently had equal
power, Papadopoulos gradually emeryed as the boss.

According to‘gigg,s Papadopoulos in a three month
period established a general directorate of governmental
policy, operating under his personal control. The
directorate gave. him veto power over all laws drafted
by the various ministers. In addition, Papadopoulos created
his own cabinet, which superseded the work of regular
ministries in fields such as press censorship, sports
and civil service. Papadogoulos also relieved Pattakos
of command of the politically powerful Armored Forces
Training Center nesr Athens and gave command of the Center
to his own men., In a conference wich Mskarios, President

of Cyprus, Papadopoulos declared, "I am the boss in Greece".?

8uGreece: I am the Boss", Time, (September 15, 1967),
p L] 39"40 .

Ibid.
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Before the end of the junta's first eight months
in power there were signs that King Constantine was not
satisfied with the role he played in the newly formed
government. Traditionally, the King is the commander-in-
chief of the Greek Armed Forces and is thought to have
complete control over vhe Royal Greek Army. However,
this was not the case under the new military government.
The King's power over and his influence within the Armed
Forces were weakened because the new government was composed
of military men who had the support and loyalty of the
Greek Armed Forces. This kind of support was, of course,
critically essential for the success of the coup 4' etat.

Although Papadopoulos seemed to be in complete
control of the Royal Greekx Armed Forces, King Constantine
on December 1%, 1967, attempted a counier-coup against
the military dictatorship. He was unsuccessful in his
effort to rally military support against the junta.lo

When King Constantine realized that his counter-coup
had failed, he escaped to Rome with the Royal family.

The King's escape to Italy eliminated him &as a
serious contender for power. Certain confidential Greek
sources contend that King Constantine Jjust wanted to find
a way out, since he was unable to control or influence
the direction the junta was taking. Others contend that

10stockton Bayard, "How the Colonels Trapped the King",
The Reporter, (February 22, 1968), p. 51-33.
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the King did not act very rationally and did not plan
the counter~coup very carefully.

Since the Junta had the whole country in a tight
grip, all the movements made by Constantine were likely
known to it, as indicated in the following:ll

The Junta knew all of Constantine's movements.

They knew he used his trips to talk to the

loyal officers. In fact, the King was officially
warned that his excursions and conspiratorial
meetings were frowned upon. Presumably all of
Constantine's communicaticns were known to the
junta. Indeed, the colonels may well have been
able to control what information was allowed

into royal hands and added soie of their own.
There was almost nothing the Palace could
accomplish in secret.

If the junta knew of Constantine's every move,
then it is obvious that the military dictators were
aware of what the King was planning and did nothing
to stop it, until the countercoup was declared. The
Junta was not concerned at all about vhe events planned
for December 1%, 1967. "The Jjunta was so confident of
the People's mood that it did not even disconnect
the city's phone system as it had done during the coup
that brought it to power last 4prilv.l2

1lStockton Bayard, "How the Colonels Trapped the King",
The Reporter, (February 22, 1968), p. 31.

121pig, p. 31.

See
The Political Situation In Greece From 1944 to Cur

Days. & Greek Government Publication (Athens: Ministry Lo The

Prime Minister, Press And Information Department, Foreign
Press Division, 1968), p. 16-18.
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The Junta had set a trap for the King. Its success
eliminated him as an obstacle to the junta's rule and at
the same time showed thet Constantine was not popular
with the Greek people and the Royal Army.

Following Constantine's abortive countercoup, the
Jjunta retired or dismissed most of the senior army
officers. This was done not only to eliminate any
opposition that might still exist within the army, but
also to make room for the promotion of Jjunior officers
and to complete the "Revolution" by installing Armed
Forces friends and supporters into every key position.
According to Stockton Bayard;

The Jjunta had dismissed not dozens but hundreds

of senior officers to make way for the young
and ambitious in the lower ranks. Some sixty
senior officers have so far been removed
since December 13, on suspicion of sympathy
if not support of the King.l?

Papadopoulos, by removing the old hiersrchy from
the Armed Forces, succeeded in his attempt to eliminate
any possible competitors for power. The Army lost its
0ld leadership and was replaced by Papadopoulos' loyal .
men. Papadopoulos was thus in complete control of the
only body that could turn the tables in Greece.

Because it was necessary according to the 1952

constitution that all governmental operations have the

131bid, p. 33.

12



approval of the King, and because the King had escaped
to Iltaly following his abortive countercoup, the Jjunta
moved quickly to solve this problem, as indicatedrl4

The King confided to friends that he had

no plans for an immediate return. Meanwhile,
the government in Athens seemed to be preparing
for a somewhat more prolonged royal absence.

By decree, it appointed an administrative and
household staff for the temporary regent,
Lieut. General George Zoetakis, so that he

can carry on the full official duties of
Greece's head of state.

Although General Zoetakis was given no power as
head of state except Thst given to him by the ruling
Junta, his role serves to give legitimacy to actions
taken by the military government. Greece is still a
royal monarchy under the law.

Around January 1968, Andreas Papandreou was
released from prison,l> the result of political
pressure from the U.S.A. and other western countries.
He was later deported to Paris, where he set up
headaquarters of a Greek government in exile.16

Papandreou became Premier of the exile government and

Kalliyiannis Vice Premier. Ampatielos was designated

l4ngreece™, Time, (January 5, 1968), p. 32.
1o1via, p. 32.
16pM, Periphanakis, "Formation of Government Outside

Greece Gives Premiership to Andreas Papandreou', Atlantis,
LXXV (October b6, 1968), p. 1l.
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as minister of‘labor, Melina Mércouri as minister of
education, E. Blshou as minister of foreign affairs,
and Nikos Nikolaides as minister of the treasury (first
names of all members of the "government in exile" were
not given by the source of information, .Atlantis).

The purpose of the formation of the "Greek Government
in Exile" was to form an organized resistance to the
military dictatorship in Greece. Papandreou does not
recognize the military Jjuntea as the legal government
of Greece because it is not an elected government but
one which came to power with the force of army, tanks
and guns.

Meanwhile, the head of the ruling junta George
Papadopoulos, lost no time in touring Greece and
publishing government pamphlets stating his views and
explaining his reasons for the April 21 coup d'etat.

Papadopoulos's campaign by tour and government
publications sought to Justify the actions the military
had taken and played upon the fear of the people that
the communists would have tsken over if the Army hsd
not interfered. In a book entitled "Our Creed"

(To Pistevomas), Papadopoulos published speeches made to

the foreign press Jjustifying his actions. The book

"includes "his thoughts", similar in format to those of
17

Chairmen Mao Tse Tung.

17George Papadopoulos, To Pistevomas, A Greek Govern=-
m ent Publication(Athinai: Ekdosls Genikis Diefthinseos
Tipou, April 1968).




i5

In all of his speeches to the Greek people,
Papadopoulos sought to associate his coup with the
Truman Doctrine. The main points of his talks centered
around the idea that as the Truman Doctrine had saved
Greece from the communists after world war II, so also
did the militery coup of April 21, 1967.18 It is
. understandable why Papadopoulos had chosen this method
of convincing the Greek people to accept his‘“revolution".
The Greeks continue to hold bitter and horrifying memories
from the "Antartopolemon", guerilla warfare, which followed
world war II. In most parts of Gréece, communism is
‘synonymous with criminality. Papadopoulos then sought
to reduce everything down to black and white.A Because
communism is a dirty word in most parts of Greece,
Papadopoulos declared that his "revolution" was a necessity
in order to rid the imminent threat of a communist
take-over in Greece. Anyone who was against the April
21 coup, had to be either communist, or a communist
sympathizer, which, of course, justified any meens to
rid the coﬁntry of such people.

In a question and answer period following a speech
to fereign correspondents, Papadopoulos declared that
only the communists had been rounded up and had been

stripped of their rights as .citizens of Greece.19

18.];25;@’ Pe 17-39.
19Tbid, p. 83-87.
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A sample of the questions and answers is as follows:&0

(literal translation from Greek to English):

Question: How much time do you think will be
needed so that Greeks will be taught to act
accordingly politically? And when will the
Greek people be ripe for new elections?

Answer: The training of the Greek people will
be lengthy. I am not in a position to give a
certain. date. Answering the second part of the
guestion, I say that elections will take place as
soon as possible, and as soon as the nation is
secured, we will return to constitutional life.

Question: You have said before that the reason
why the "revolution" came was to stop communism.
How do you Jjustify the arrests of people who we
all know never were nor are communists, such as
Papakonstantinou, and Zigdis?

nswer: Surely in my opinion they are not
communists. If they happened to be communists
they are free to say it. But communists
although they never constituted danger number-
wise, never the less have long experience in
exploiting every human weakness. This makes it
possible for them to even make people believe
they are black alinough they are white. The
above mentioned individuals were then arrested
in order to avoid bloodshed, as it would have
happened if they were not apprehended.

In another question and answer session before
‘French journalists on May 28, 1967, Papadopoulos answered
questions concerning the revolution. An example (literal
translation from Greek to English):21

Ouestion:; What are the actual changes in the

lives of the Greek People today after the "revolution?"
Answer: The answer is somehow long. With two

words I can say that the people were redeemed from
itself.
201bid, p. 83-87.

2iTpid, p. 40-44.

o
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Throughout his speeches directed to the foreign
press and to Greek Americans,22 Papadopoulos portrayed
himself as savior of the nstion. In one of his many
statements Papadopoulos described the Greek:.nation
as being an ill person, in need of medical surgery.25
Of course, the doctor happened to be the one and only
now famous surgeon, George Papadopoulos.

To ingrain his thoughts in the people of Greece,
and on Greeks living abroad, George Papadopoulos devoted
a section of a book of his public speeches to what he
called the "Historical Extracts From the Speeches of
the Greek President George Papadopoulou". The book
was published by the Greek government and has been widely
distributed to all Greeks. Distribution to the Greek
communities in the United States was made by the
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese.

The following are a few extracts from the thoughts
of George Papadopoulos.24 (Literal translation from Greek
£o English).

1. Communism will never have any place among

the Greek-Christianism.

2. The salvation of our country has more meaning
for us than the belief for regular political future
as long as the present situation is thought to be
necessary to save the nation.

221bid, p. 52-53.

251pid, p. 1l.

241bid, p. 163-206.


http:Papadopoulos.24
http:surgery.23

3. Democrscy was born here. The ideas for
individual and soclal freedom were developed here.

4. We are passengers in & ship to which we
are indebted to steer in a safe course towards
which the nation is predestined.

5. Communism is a very well organized minority.

6. We all are indebted to proceed together towards
the predestination of our race.

7. We must all become bearers of the 2lst of
April spirit.

8. The revolution did not consider nor is consi-
dering anything else except the nation's salvation.
9. I do not think that there is any nation in
the world thot permits those who are insane or those
who break the laws to circulate free in the society.
10. Greece is now marching with determination,
with strength, and with faith in the path of her

great predestination.

11. The population and the national government
have undertaken the crusade for the rebirth and for
the progress of the nation.

12. The April 21st revolution was not a movement
by a few persons, groups, or social classes. It was
a revolution for mutual independence.

13. It is very important sometimes that Greece
also become well-governed, entirely of persons that
know how to live in an organized society and not
in a Jungle.

14, The slave does not have the opportunity to
think. He is then indebted to carry out what the
regime thinks is proper for him to do.

15. <he revolution was a historical necessity.

16. VWe struggle to erase the pain from the
humasn society, which is called Greece.

L/. VWe must establish Greece as an example
of fr¢ |, rule-loving, and harmonious living
society of human beings.

18. For God's sake, we the Greeks have a heavy
inheritance. It is not possible for us to have
any kind of relationship with the tyranny of
communism. We must protect ourselves not to
fall prey to communistic propaganda.

19. Greece is not permited to die. We are
obligated to keep Greece alive, we are obligated
that Greece becomes great.

It is evident that the junta tries to justify its

18

actions by portraying itself as the savior of the Greek

Nation and by playing on the people's fears of communism.
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The New Constitution

As the work of the "revolution" moved very rapidly
in touching all sectors of private and public life in
Greece, 8 commission was appointed almost immediately
to draw up a new constitution. The constitution ¢«

1952 was set aside.

On May 5th, 1967, the military government of
Greece announced the reformation of the old constitu.v. m.
The Colonels declared that a new constitution was in
order to enable the country to meet its new "expectations" .25

The national government almost immediately
proceeded to take steps to that effect. As a first
step towards the drafting of a new constitution, the
government leaders directed the appointment of a twenty -
member commission to make studies and recommend
alterations to the 1952 constitution. Mr. Harilaos
Mitrelias, Fresident of the State Council, was named
chairman.2® |

The commission proceeded to work on its assigned
task, and on December 2%, 1967, it presented to the

255tudy Of The New Constitution, A Greek Government
Publication (Athens: Ministry To The Prime Minister, Press

And Information Department, Foreign Press Division, 1968),
De 2o .

26George Papadopoulos, To Pistevomas, A Greek Government
Publication (Athinai: Ekdosls Genikis Diefthinseos
Tipou, April 1968), p. 99-102.
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national government a draft of the new constitution.
After the draft was studied by the national government,
it was released for publication on March 15, 1968, to
ensble the people to "contribute to it" before it was
presented to them for approval.27
The termination date for public debate was May
31, 1968. During the two and a half months "study"
period the government claimed that it received:
More than five million post cards,--making
it possible to sound the views of the public
opinion and thus facilitating the National
Government in its intention to provide the
country with a new Constitution meeting
the wishes and the will of the Greek people.28
Follewing a review of the recommendations made by
the Metrelias Commission and supposedly by the Greek
people, the Nationasl Government leaders, after long
discussion with other members of the government, drew the
final draft of the new constitution and then released
it for publication during the first half of July 1968.29
From July to the election, the leaders of the
"revolutionary" government worked feverishly and tirelessly
to set the mood, to convince the Greek people to vote
273tudy Of The New Constitution, A Greek Government
Publication (Athens: Ministry To The rrime Minister,
Press And Informetion Department, Foreign Press Division,
1968), p. 2=3.
" 281pid, p. 3.

29Tbid, p. 3.
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"yes" on the newly formed constitution. According to
several Greek friends who were in Greece during that
period, the leaders of the "revolutionery government"
led a massive campaign of "Nai" (Yes) votes for the
new constitution. <They covered all naked walls with
"Nai" posters, and opposition to their campaign v 's
prohibited.

According to a number of sources, government
leaders used the clergy in thé campaign to give
legitimacy to the government's acts. YThe government's
main slogan was said to be "Greece for Greek Christians".

Reportedly priests were compelled to accompany
members of the government campaigning for the new
constitution. It is understandable why the regime
chose this campaign method in trying to convince the
Greek people to accept the new constitution. - Historically,
it is the clergy that always has providedvleadership to
the Greek people in times of despair. ' It was the clergy
that kept alive in every Greek the fire of patriotism '
during the Turkish occupation, and it was the clergy
that first rasised the Greek flag in 1821 and called on |
the Greek population to rise up against the Turks.

Even today the leadership of the clergy is valued and
is respected as much as it w%s in the past. A ready
example is the Archbishop of 'Cyprus, Makarios, who

with his traditional leadership united the Cypriots,



led them in their fight for independence from Britain,
and was ultimately elected President of Cyprus.
Despite the advantages accruing from the lack of
any organized opposition to its campaign for the new
constitution, the Greek military government took no

chances. As reported by the Associated Press in Athens:

The Greek regime ordered military and
police units on alert Saturday and issued
a last-minute appeal for a massive "Yes"
vote in sSunday's Constitutional referendum.
Foreign Minister Panayiotis Pipinelis
pleaded for other countries to help the
regime by easing opposition. He insisted
that despite the existence of martial
law, "the referendum is free, without
any pressure the people can vote according
to their conscience." All open opposition,
however, was forbidden. ooldiers and police
stood by to auell any possible demonstration
of dissent. Extra buses, trains, and ships
were laid on in a final stepped-up effort to
get all eligible voters back to their homes
in time to cast ballots. Few Greeks had any
doubt about the outcome should the constitution
be turned down. Deputy Premier 5Fylianos
Patakos ssid Friday that in event of &
rejection: "We would be obliged to draft
a new constitution, gat under conditions
of more discipline".

The following account of what went on during the
Constitutional referendum was given by several Greek
friends who were living in Greece at the time.

On Sunday, September 27, 1968, the cities

were crowded with armed police and military

units. OSome of them were stationed as guards
in poll places and major intersections, and

3O"Greek Regime Urges Constitution Passage™, The
Sunday Oregonian, September 29, 1968, Section I, p.
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others were used to patrol the cities. Battle
ready soldiers were searching house to house
looking for people who did not go to the poils.
One of my friends told me that during the day
of the referendum, several soldiers broke

into the house of his parents. They f‘ound his
mother baking bread, and forced her at gunpoint,
and without allowing her to change into a
different dress or wash off her flour-covered
hands to go to the polls and vote on the new
Constitution. I was told that most of the
Greeks voted at gun-point, surrounded by
military and police units. Another difficulty
which the Greek people had in expressing their
approval or disapproval, and vote according to
their conscience was the way that the ballots
were made up. According to my Greek friends,
the "Yes" ballots were in blue color, and the
"No" ballots were in red. I was told that if
someone picked the "No" ballot which was colored
red, he was automatic¢ally admitting that he was
a "Red" or a communist.

It is clear from the above that the Greek people
not only did not have a "yes" or "no" choice, they were
also denied the right to remain away from the polls.

As was expected, the Greek people overwhelmingly
approved the new constitution. The result as reported
by the government was as fallows: ol

1. Registered voters: 6,516,285

2. Voted: 5,048,981

3. Valid ballots: 5,030,466

4, Invalid ballots: 18,515

5. "Yes" votes for the new Constitution: 4,638,543

6. "No" votes against the new Constitution: 391,423
Of course, the results were only what the regime

chose to let the public know.

31vComplete results on the Constitutional Referendum,
Sunday April 29," “Atlantis, LXXV (October 6, 1968), p. l.
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On November 8, 1968, the results of the referendum
were approved by the Greek Supreme Gourt:52
The Greek Supreme Zourt Friday ratified the
results of the Sept. 29 referendum in which
i+ Greek voters approved the new constitution put
before them by the militsry dictatorship. The
court's approval paved the way for the
constitution to go into effect on ~unday when
it is published in the government gazette, Not
all of the 138 srticles become effective imme-
diately. Ten dealing with press and individual
freedom.remain temporarily suspended. The new
charter replaces a constitution approved by the
Greek Parliament in 1952.
Part of Article 138 of the new constitution
provides that the regime can delay any individual
rights until it has enocugh time to complete the aims
of the revolution; the regime can rule by decree on any
matter.35
The new constitution establishes Greece as a
crowned democracy, strips the King of most of the powers
given to him under the 1952 constitution, and increases
the power and authority of the Executive. Moreover, it
establishes the Greek srmed forces as the defender of the
new political and social systen.
A partial summary of the 1968 constitution 1s as

32“Oourt Backs Greek Vote'", The Oregonian,
. November 10, 1968, Section 1, p. 4.

5%Shedion Tou Neou oyntagmatos Tes Ellados A
Greek Government Publicsbion (Athinai: TO Lpourgiko
Simvoulion, 1968)
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follows: 3% (litersl trenslation from Greek to English).

1. Article 2. .All powers are derived from the
people, The people are the source of all
authority. The King has no prerogatives nor
powers except those which are explicitly given
to him by the Constitution.

2. Article 1l4. Yellow press which contributes
to the destruction of morals, democracy, and
devistes from the true mission of the press is
punished. After the second offénce within five
years, the court shall order the suspension of
the publication temporarily, or permanently.

3. Article 42. The King will rule only
through the elected and responsible representatives
of the peotple. No act of the King shall be
valid nor will it be carried out unless it is
also countersigned by a competent minister,
also alone by his signature assumes responsibility
for such an act.

4. Article 46. Only by the consent of the
national council may the King dissolve the
Parliament. The King has no legislative power
according to the new constitution. He only
issues and promulgates the laws.

5. Article 48. The executive has the power
not only to publish executive decrees, he also
has the power to regulate decrees of legislative
content, provided he has authorization from the
chamber of deputies. During emergencies or in
urgent situations, the executive has also
legislative powers by decrees, which become
acts of law.

6. Article 54. This article creates the
National Council, and its major functions are

- as follows: :
1. It will assist the King to make
right decisions on important matters.
2. Will assist in appointing the
Prime Minister when not nominated by
the Parliasment because of a deadlock
over such nomination.
3. Will assist in dissolving Parliament.
7. Article 57. The members of Parliament are
reduced from the original number of 300, to a
maximum of 150. Also at least one sixth of the
members of Parlisment must be elected by the

341bid, p. 3-53.
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entire body of voters, which constitutes

the whole nation. This is done to avoid

the dependency of candidates upon local

and personal ties. The constitutionsal court
has the power to choose between 25-30
members of Parliament., (By this method,

the court can deny the majority to any party
it chooses).

8. Article 58, Political party leadership
will no longer be personal or a family affair.
Political party lesders shall be popularly
elected in local and national conventions.,
Political parties shall be required to
maintain records of their incomes and
expenses., All kinds of contributions must
be listed by name, and each year during
the month of February such party must
publish its financial statements. The
Constitutional Court shall decide if a party
is legal upon submission of its charter to the
Court. (The Court by this has the power of
granting permission for the formation of &
party).

9. Article 88. No member of Parliament
may be appointed at a ccbinet of the government,
with the exception of the Prime Minister, and
the deputy prime ministers. Even if a member
of Parliament resigns his parliamentary seat,
he cannot be appointed to any governmental
position. (Members of PBarliament were
appointed to governmental positions under the
1952 constitutiion).

10. Article 89-92. The Prime Ministver shall
make:all general policy, and shall supervise to
the application of the laws. The deputy ministers
shall assist the Prime Minister. Undersecretaries
shall be held personally responsible for carrying
out the duties which fall within their Jjurisdiction.

11. aArticle 106, With this article, the
Constitutional Court was created. The major
functions of the Constitutional Court are:
Articles 61-63%-65,

1. To declare on the validity of
provisions and laws.

2. To approve charts of political
parties and dissolve such parties if they
are found to work against the laws of the
land, and agaimst democracy.

3., To investigate elections, and rule on
their validity.

26



12. Article 112. No civilians may come under
the Jjurisdiction of military courts, naval courts,
and airforce courts except for criminal offences
against the security of the armed forces.

13. Article 124. The Armed Forces have thé
responsibility of defending the existing social
and political system against any "insidious attempt”.

14, Article 127. At the beginning of each
session, the Parliament will elect by a two-thirds
majority a commissioner to assist in the Parliamentary
control. (This is modeled after the Swedish
Ombudsmsan) .

15. article 129. Although for historical reasons
the King 1s the leader of the armed forces, the
administration and commend of such forces will be
exercised by the elected civilian government
through the chief of staff. ~

16. Article 138. This article upon the
signature of the Prime Minister becomes effective,
with the exception of the articles which permit
the basic freedoms. (Article 138 in effect
postpones promises of free assembly, free strikes,
free press, and free political parties until the
military regime decides to permit such freedoms.
What the people voted then on September 29, 1968,
was a promise for their freedom some day
whenever that may be).

In short, Greece today is ruled by a military
dictatorship in the person of George Papadopoulos. Greek
citizens have no civil rights except what Papadopoulos

decides to hand out to them on a day-to-day basig.

e?



CHAPTER III
HOW IT WAS BEFORE APRIL 21, 1967

A brief background of Modern Greek Politics.

Since Greece freed herself from Turkish rule in
1821, she has been dominated by her allies (Britsin =nd
the United States) and trested primarily as an essential
strategic Mediterranean base at the expense of her
national sovereignty.

Modern Greek politics has its beginning when
the Greeks accepted Othon as their King. This was
accomplished through the efforts of the Triple Alliance
and the influence of Great Britain. Othon was the son
of Ludwig, King of Bavaria. Early in 1833 he was
delivered to Greece aboard s British warship.55

When Othon abdicated some twenty~nine}years later, '
the British again intervened to insure that Greece |
would remain a monarchy. This time a member of the
Glucksburg family, and an ancestor of King Constantine,
was installed on the throne.

Since Greece's independence in 1821, Greek

politics has been oriented to the Great Idea (Megaloidea)

55H.A., Lidderdale, Makriyannis: The Memoirs of
General Makriyannis 1797-1864 EIonaon: OxfTord University

Press, £ly House, 1966), p. 149.
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that the Greeks re-establish the empire of ancient
Byzantium. As a result of the Great Idea, a series
of wars with the Turks ensued to establish a “"Greater

Greece".

To finsnce such wars, Greece was forced to borrow
large sums of foreign capital especially from the British,
‘and as Greece's debts to Britain grew, British dominance.
over Greek foreign and domestic policy was achieved.

On the economic side, the British achieved ownerShip of
all public utilities, mining of all sorts, transportation,
and valuable pieces of real estate in all parts of Greece.
Major portions of the entire Greek economy were controlled
by the British. A4s a result, snd also because the "wars"
failed to achieve a Greater Greece, a series of plots and |

coups occured.,?®

56Stephen Rousseas, The Death of & Democracy. Greece
and the Americsen Conscience (New York: Grove Press, Inc.,
A967 ), p. V574, ‘

It is sometimes maintained that plots and coups are
part of the Greek character and will occur whether or not
foreign powers intervene in Greek internal affairs. The
author however, does not accept this assumption. He views
the main causes for the political instability in Greece as
follows: 1) the King has always been looked upon by the
republican forces as being an instrument of foreign powers
who govern Greece through him; 2) the King is a non-Greek
who was installed in Greece by foreign powers, who have in
many instances intervened to keep him in power or to return
him from a forced exile; %) since the King owes his position
- and power to the support of foreign powers, he feels no
obligation towards the Greek people 'mor is he sympathetic -
‘to0 their problems, but instead constantly works on a
"divide and conquer" policy towards Greek political leaders.

Since Greece has never been left alone to manage
her affairs, it is not known whether she would be
politically more stable without foreign intervention.
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As the Monarchy sought to gain strength, it openly
aligned itself with the military. This sllisnce brought
- public oppostition to the Monarchy and, subsequently, the

exile of King George II on two separate occasions prior

to the outbreak of the Second World War. During the
King's periods of exile, the republican forces sought to
.strengthen their power within the Greek armed forces,

but their attempts falled. The reason for the failure

to gain any power within the armed forces was that high—
ranking republican officers were purged by the well-
entrenched royalist officers who, through the support

of the Allies, always held all key positions within the
Greek armed forces. . As a result of the republican

failure to gain'strength within the Greek armed forces,
King George II was returned to Greece from his second
exile after a rigged plebiscite in his favor gave him
ninety~seven per cent of the votes in 1935.37

v Following his return to Greece; King George II

installed John Métaxas; a right-wing General of the Greek
Arﬁy; as prime minister. On the'pretence that Greece was
in danger of being overtaken by coﬁmuﬁists, Metaxas (evidently
with the King's approval) staged a coup which not only
~eliminated 8ll open oppbsition to the King, but also ended

: conétitutional government'in Greece. Following the coupy

571bid, p. 74.

-
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Metaxas lost no time in exiling (during this period
Andreas Papandreou, a young university student, was
exiled to the United States) or placing under arrest

all political oppostition. He also dissolved parliament
and established a government similar in substsnce and
form to that of Hitler's.38

Henceforth, until the time of his death in January
29, 1941, Metaxas ruled the Country with an iron hand.

Although.the Greek people were dissatisfied
with the Metaxa's dictstorship, they arose spontaneously
and expelled the Itslien invading forces from Greek soil.
About this time, however, Metaxas died and the Germans
came to the aid of their retreating allies, the ltaliéns.
Several months after the German assault, the Greek armed
forces were defeated, and the Country fell under German
occupation.

During the period of German control, high ranking
political and military leaders in the Greek government
collaborated with the invaders and were later recognized
by the German occupation forces as the legitimate

government of Greece as a reward.?? The occupation of

581hid, p. 74.

59w, 4, Heurtley, H.C. Darby, C.W. Crawley and
CuM.. Woodhouse, A Short History of Greece (New York:
Bentley House, 1 s Do . R
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Greece by Germany forced King George II to go into

exile for the third time. He took his political friends

with him and msde them members of his Greek government

in exile., Metaxas's machine, however, continued to

operate for the duration of the German occupation under

.the different "quisling" regimes. During this period,

various resistance groups sprang up in all parts of the

country. The strongest one was led by the communists and

was initially aided by the British. However, this resistance

group lost British support in 1943. The British shifted

their aid to the monarchy-oriented guerillas, as Britain

wished to insure the return of King George II to the Greek

throne. Evidently the British wanted to make certain that

their dominance in Greece after the war would not be

diminished nor threatened by the left of the republican

forces.40
Although the King's government in exile (this

government was appointed at the will of the King and

represented only his views) was in constant communication

with the resistance forces, it falled to appreciate and

heed the strength of anti-monarchical feeling developing
in occupied Greece. It continued to act as if the
Greek people supported its dealings with other

4OStephen Rousseas, The Death of a Democracy—. Greece
and the American Conscience (New York: Grove Fress, inc.,

1967), Pe 75,
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governments.al It made such agreements as that which
surrenderd the Greek forces under British Command, and
that with the United States providing for Lend-lease
supplies.

Meanwhile, those in the resistance movement inside
Greece, primarily led by communist and venizelist elements
(the venizelist movement was named after Eleftherios
Venizelos, a republican who served as prime minister of
Greece from 1910 to 1920), mede an sgreement that after
the war they would oppose the return of the King.42 The
principal supporters of the King's return to Greece were
the King's government in exile, the British, and the
collaborators inside Greece. The British government
supported the King and his government in exile as the
legitimate rulers of Greece, but, because they also
needed the support of the resistance forces inside Greece,
they did not force the issue at the time.45

In July 1943, the King under British pressure
promised a "fully representative" government after Greece's
liberation, to be followed by elections for & constitutional
assembly within six months.44 Following this statement
an abortive mutiny attempt within the Greek forces in Egypt

41y, A, Heurtley, H.C. Darby, C.W. Crawley and C.hk.

WoodLouse, A Short History of Greece (New York: Bentley House,
1967), p. 157,

*21p3i4, p. 145.
451pia, p. 146.

“*Ipia, p. 150.
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occured. (The mutiny was led by anti-monarchists and was
rapidly supressed by British forces). This was followed
by the resignations of several of the King's governments
in succession. ©Since the King solély appointed his
governments in exile, each time there was disagreement
with the King's policies the leaders of such governments
had no alternative but to resign.

Meantime, George Papandreou escaped from Greece
in the middle of 194% and was asked by the King to form
a government. Upon his acceptance, Papandreou decided
to call a conference in Lebanon to form a government of
national unity, with the 1eaders of the resistance
participating. The leaders of the resistance force
reluctantly asgreed to Papandreou's proposal and finally
joined his government. The agreement between Papandreou
and the resistance forces allowed the Allies to take over
Greece without bloodshed, and Papandreou's government
of national unity (formed in exile with leaders of the
guerilla force participating) became the first government
in liberated Greece as the Germans withdrew ta:.the
north in October 1944 .42

In November of 1944, General Scobie, the British
Commander in Greece, ordered the dissolution of the guerilla

forces. As a result of this order relations among members

451pia, p. 150.
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of the Greek government (government of national unity)
began to deteriorate. The communist and other ministers
representing the guerilla faction left the government.

The leaders of the guerilla forces refused to disband.

The withdrawal of the guerilla faction from the government
was followed by an outbreak of violence between the

Greek and the British suthorities on the one side, and

the guerilla forces on the other. The fighting was so
fierce that the British were forced to bring in large
reinforcements from Italy. Mesantime, negotiations were
initiated between the British and the guerillas, A truce
was achieved. The guerillas were to lay down their arms,
and the government was expected to make liberal reforms.
Amnesty for political crimes and a plebiscite on the guestion
of the Monarchy to be held under international supervision
were promised.46 When the results of the truce did not
materialize, things began to deteriorate again. By this
time however, the British had thrown all of their support
behind the right-wing royalist group. British concern
over Greek affairs was observed by William Hardy McNeil,

a postwar U.S. Assistant Military Attache in Athens:47

401pia, p. 151.

‘ 47Stephen Rousseas, The Death of a Democracy-Greece
and the American Conscience (New York: Grove rress, Inc.,.
A%e7), p. /=73,
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Their first and principal concern was that the
government of Greece should always be friendly
towsrds them; and the men who shaped British
policy for Greece were by this time firmly
convinced that an EAM (Left) government would
not be friendly. Exactly whot "friendly" meant
was nov clear. Probsbly it mesnt in part
the re-establishment of economic concessions
to British-owned public utility and other
companies; but in the last anslysis, and far
more important, it meant & government in Greece
that would side with Great Britain in case
of another war.

Apparently the British were not concerned about
what the interests of the Greek people were, but only
what best served British interest. Even though the right
wing royalist faction enjoyed& little support from the
people, the British supported it.

Under the terms of an agreement(see pp. 34-3%5 and
footnote no. 46) between the Greek and British governments
on the one hand snd the guerillsas on the othery the
resistance forces layed down their arms and disbanded.

On the other hand, the rightist faction with the assistance
of the British troops spread into all parts of Greece,
taking retributions on their political opponents. (This
was in violation of an earlier promise by the British
and Greek governments of political amnesty for all).

The activity of the right was so disruptive thst
Clement Attlee, the British Prime Minister, cabled the
Greek Regent(the Primate of Greece was designated by the

Greek government as regent of Greece until the King's



return in September 1946) in August, 1945, that he was
"disquited at the information of new excesses on the
part of the‘Right".48
Long after the resistance forces had layed down
their arms and dissolved their forces, the Greek
government depended upon British troops to maintain
~control over the country. This, of course, assured
the British of the return of their prewar capital
concessions, including control over Greek public
utilities. As one American official in Greece at that
time stated:49 "“Greece had become a client stste of the
British, who had effectively limited (one might say
terminated) the sovereignty of the Greek government".
From the time the Left put down its arms in
February 1945, to the time of the election in March of
1946,
an estimated 85,000 Greeks were arrested
and 1,300 killed. Neither the police nor the
gendarmerie were purged of wartime
collaborators...BEfforts of the Prime Minister
to limit royalist control of the army were
blocked by the British Military Mission, which
accused him of trying to play politics with
the army, and by General Scobie and the British
Ambassador. Control of Greece's air force and
navy was %8 the hands of other special British
missions.
481bid, p. 80.
49Ibid, p. 81.

01Ibid, p. 80.
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As was expected, the government that emerged from
the March, 1946, elections was controlled by the royalist
forces. The date for the plebiscite on the question of
the King's return to Greece was set for September, 1946.
The plebiscite was held as scheduled, (the vote was
approximately eighty-one per cent for the return of the
'King) and on the twenty-eight of the same month King
George II arrived in Greece.>l With the King's arrival,
guerilla activity against the royalist forces increased.
In December, 1946, the government brought charges at the
United Nations BSecurity Council that Yugoslavia, Bulgaria
and Albania were supporting guerilla activity and therefore
threatening Greece's internal security.52

To investigate Greece's charges, the U.N. decided
to send a commission to Greece to gather'additional
information on the spot. Following the commission's
on-the-gspot investigation and on the basis of its report,
the U.N. General Assembly condemned Yugoslavia,

Bulgaria and Albenia for aiding the guerillas in Greece.

In March; 1947, King George II died, his youngest
brother Paul succeeded him to the throne, and the British

514.A. Heurtley, H.C. Darby, C.W. Crawley and CuM.

Woodhouse, A Short History of Greece (New York: Bentley
. House, 1967), p. 1o4=155.

528tepehn Rousseas, The Death of a Democracy— Greece
and the americsn Conscience (New York: Grove Press, lnc.,

19677, ». &3.
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Ambsssador in Washington informed the U.S5. that because

of economic difficulties, Britain was forced to terminste
her involvement in Greece. The announcement by the

British Ambassador brought an end to the British economic
and political dominance over Greece that had lasted for
more than one hundred years and ushered in a like dominsnce
by the United States through what is known today as the
Truman Doctrine of March 12, 194'7.53
The Truman Doctrine, of course, was hailed by the
"right", for without British or American assistance
it could not have remained in power for long. &s was the
case with the British, the U.S. also decided to throw
all of its support behind the rightist elements and all
of its might against the leftist guerillas. Although .
guerilla warfare continued until late iﬁ 1949, the
guerillas were finally defeated militarily. They could
no longer withstand the far superior American military
might that had been thrust against them since 1947.
Following the end of the guerilla warfare, the U.S.
tried to set up a representative government in Greece
to reconstruct the country economicslly. However, this
was not an easy task. The main problems the United States

54

encountered in its self-assigned task were as follows:

251bid, p. 83.
P1bid, p. 84-98.
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Governments were falling faster than they were formed,
corruption was running high in governmental circles
(the machinery of government had not basically changed
since Greece had won its independence from the Turks),
and inflation was increasing steadily.

Although political instability had been a gajor
part of Greek politicael life since Greece's independence,
the Right (with initially British snd later American
military and economic support) not only managed to control
the formation of every government that came into existance
over the years, it also made all decisions concerning the
appointments of top military and governmental personnel.
However, with the formation of the CUP in 1961 ( the new
party was a coalition of all political parties except the
ERE and EDA), things began to change.

In the 196% elections the CUP emerged as the major
party in Greece.’”? Because none of the parties received
an absolute ‘majority of the popular vote, new elections
were scheduled. On the second election in February 16, 1964,
the CUP won an absolute majority.”® (Fifty-three per cent).
For the first time, the Right found itself in the
unususal position of being clearly in the elected minority.

Up to 1964-1965, the Right maintained full control

55Ivid, p. 2l.
>61vid, p. 22.
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over the government machinery. <'The police, the army,
the rursl gendarmerie and the bureaucracy in general
were controlled snd staffed with "their own" people.
It is fair to say that Greece was the only nation on the
side of the Allies in which the Nazi collaborstors were
" not purged from their governmental positions &t the end
of the war.”2?

Although the Right was defeated in the polls for
the first time since Greece's independence in 1821,
the Palace, the Right, and the Army did not appear
greately concerned, as they still had absolute control of
the bureaucracy and the security forces. In other words,
they were still in full control of the "sub-level
governments” where the real power was. On top of this,
Papandreou, wanting to please the Pslace, appointed as
Defense Minister Petros Garoufslias, a stanch Palace
supporter, and made other pro-royalist appointments to his
government as well,”8

Greek affairs appeared to have stabilized, until the
Cyprus crisis exploded in 1966. The Cyprus problem broﬁght
about a rapld deterioration in the relations between Greece

and Turkey (both members of the NATO Allience) which

571vid, p. 19.
58Ibid, p. 24.
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threatened.  NATO's southeastern flank. At this point,

Washington became alsrmed, and began pressuring Greece

to resolve its difference (for example, the U.S.

suggested that Cyprus be partitioned between the Greek

and the Turkish communities) with Turkey according to

Washington's dictates. Papandreou however, refused to adt

like a good satelite and decided to take an independent

stand on what he thought were Greece's national interests.

As if Papandreou had not already gone far enough by

disobeying the wished of Washington, his government

added more fuel to the fire by publicly stating that

"it would welcome Soviet assistance in preparation for

a possible war with Turkey". This prompted the U.S.

bmbassy to demand an "explanation“.59 Moreover,

Pspandreou threatened to remove the extreme right-wing

officers from the army's high command.60 From this

point, Papandreou's government began to rapidly skid

towards the confrontation that took place on April 21, 1967.
Meanwhile, Papandreou's behavior and public

statements began to alarm the "Right". At the end of

1966 Papandreou was informed by "a wealthy Greek ship- -

owner", who "had a conversation with his good friend

5%9Tbid, p. 32.

807pid, p. 32.
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John McCone, director of the CIA", that:"l

Major elements of the right-wing Genersl
staff had begsn to doubt the patriotic
motives of the Center Union government
and were beginning to discuss a coup d'etat
should the government continue to pursue
its liberal policies.
Upon receiving the above information (the informant
is not known to the author), George Papandreou called a
secret meeting of his inner cabinet to discuss the
gradual replacement of the Army's General Staff.
Garoufalias (the Defense Minister snd stanch supporter
of the Palace) reported immediastely to the King what
was discussed during this secret inner cabinet meeting.
The King informed Papandreou that he would strongly
oppose any change in the High Command of the Greek Army.
The reaction of Papandreou and the cabinet was that
Garoufalisas had to be replaced. However, the attempt
to remove Garoufslias from office was blocked by the
King. The struggle between Constantine and Papandreou
resulted finally in the army's take over on #april 21, 1967.
The following section of this chapter will be
devoted to a more thorough account of the events that took

place from 1964 (the year that the Center Union came to

power), to 1967, when martial law was substituted for

61l1y:i4, p. 29.




Parliamentary government in Greece.

What happened from 1964 to 1967,

When George Papandreou, a man of liberal ideas and
very anti=-royalist, was elected premier in 1964, the
stage was set for a political showdown between the royal
palace and the Papandreouses. It was no more than a
few months after his election that Papandreou found
himself in & political turmoil in his attempt to
exercise his duties as head of the Greek government.

A summary of the situation in Greece from 1964

to 1967 is given in the following:62

George Papandreou was voted into power in
1964 as the hesd of the Union of the Center Paryy
He was Joined by his son Andreas, an American
citizen and professor of economics at the
University of California who had returned to
Greece in charge of a recovery mission subsidized
by the Ford and Rockefeller foundations. The
eldest Papandreou made his son, still an
American citizen, the alternate minister of
coordination. George Papandreou started transfering -
key officers and rightist appointees from the
Central Intelligence Service and the army high
command to points as far removed as possible from
the Athens area. This move would have excited
suspicion immediately had it not been for the
formation~-then in progress-of an army contingent
for duty on Cyprus. The influx of rightist
officers into Cyprus pleased General George Grivas,
who is in charge of the army's Cyprus operation,
but displeased Archbishop Makarios, the President
of Cyprus, who was looking to Cypriot Communists and
the Soviet block for support. At the prompting
of his son, the senior Papandreou then reversed
his policy and began sending leftist officers to
Cyprus-among them members of the small Aspida

62George Bailey, "The Puritan revolt in Greece The
Reporter, May 18, 19¢7), p. 19-21.



(Shield) orgenization, whose aim was the overthrow

of the Monarchy znd the severing of Greece's military

alliance with the West. This pleased Makarios

but displeased Grivas, who subsequently exposed the
Aspida conspiracy and implicated Andreas as ‘
its leader.

The administrative investigation that followed
Griva's exposé implicated twenty-eight officers,
including the deputy chief of intelligence and
the chief of intelligence on Cyprus. The young
new King, Constantine II, interceded and demanded
a full-scale Jjudicéial investigation: ... ’
Papandreou refused to mount the investigation.

When the King turned directly to the Minister of
Defense and the investigation proceeded, Papandreou
dismissed the minister, who thereupon refused to
resign without a writ of dismissal signed by the’
King. The King in turn refused to sign until

a replacement was named. To his astonishment
Papandreou named himself. The King refused to
accept this, pointing out that he could not allow
Papandreou to preside over an investigation of a
conspiracy in which his own son was implicated.
Thereupon Papandreou snnounced that he would
resign within twenty-four hours. Fearing that
Papandreou would use the twenty-four hours to
dissolve Parliament and call for new elections or
set an Aspida military coup in motion, the King
demanded that Papandreou resign then and there.
When Papandreou refused, the King apgointed a new
Premier from the ranks of Papandreou s own party the
same night.

George Papandreou reacted to his ouster by taking
to the streets and attacking the King point-blank
on the issue of monarchy versus republicanism. "Who
rules Greece?" he asked, "The King or the people?"
: In the turmoil that énsued, Jjust enough members

of Papandreou's Center Union defected to allow the
conservative National Radicel Union %o govern in
coalition with the small Progressive Party and the -
Center Union defectors.

After fifteen precarious months the coalition
government fell in December, 1906, when the
Conservatives refused to support a new electoral
law providing for proportional representation, a
system that would have favored the smaller and
splinter parties.

One more caretaker government under Ioanis
Paraskevopoulos was brought down on the issue of
Andreas Papandreou's parliamentary immunity. In

45
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March of this year an 4thenian court had found
fifteen dfficers guilty of plotting against the
state and the monarchy in the Aspida conspiracy
trial. In accordance with the findings of the
court, the public prosecutor prepared charges of
high treason against Andreas Papandreou.

The prosecutor made application to Parliament
for the lifting of immunity of Andreas and
another deputy. VWhile this was being considered,
Geor.;e Papandreou's Center Union proposed an
amendment to the election law to extend the legal
immunity of members after the dissolution of
Parliament.

King Constantine then tried to arrange for the
formation of a grand coalition between the
National Radical Union snd the Center Union to
prepare the elections but was rebuffed by his
long-~confirmed enemy, George Pspandreou.

The King's subsequent anpointment of Pangyotis
Kanelopoulos of the National Radical Union as
Premier drove the two Papandreous to a new pitch
of fury, the senior announcing that Constantine
was no longer "King of Greece but King of the
National Radical Union," and the Jjunior advising
the King publicly to choose a pleasant spot for
his exile.

When Kanelopoulos dissolved Parliament on
April 14 and called for elections on May 28 without
bothering to put the issue to a vote, his action
was almost universally accepted as the last storm
signal.

Another account as given by Ramparts Magazine:65

It had been rumored that the King and the U.S.
. had a longstanding deal: "You help me keep my throne,
and I'll keep Greece in NATO for you". (NATO, of course,
is the key to Americen interest in Greek politics).
The King was threatened by the Papandreous--especially
young, popular Andreas. Certainly #ndreas would
replece his aging father as Prime Minister if the
Papandreous' popular Center Union Party won the
nationsl elections set for May 28th. Andreas was out
to eradicate the political and economic oligarchy of which

S stanley K. Sheinbaum, "Prelude", Ramparts, VI
(October, 1967} p. 43.
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the monarchy was an integrsl part, for which the
monarchy relied on the military, for which the
military relied on the U.S. -all for NATO. ...

L - L ] L] L4 . * L »

As early as 1964, when Andreas' charismatic
leadership became evident, the plot agsinst him

was set in motion. ...

50, when the Msy 28th elections drew near and
Andreas Papandreou's popularity remained strong,

it become apparent thet he hsd to be cut off.

A coup was therefore in the making. A propaganda
base hoad been laid: Andreas was a pro-communist;
he might tske Greece out of NATO. U.S. officialdom
was prepared for Andreas to g£0. ...

But with sll that ground work laid, the "official™
coup got couped: An even more irresponsible group
of military made their move first, and today Greece
is not in the hands of an anti-democrastic King with
U.S. support, but rather a radical fascist clique.

Additional testimony is given by #ndreas Vachliotis
and Kyriakos Diakogiannis, to tanley Sheinbaum a
Jjournalist for Ramparts magszine. Vachliotis and . :
Diakogiannis claeim that they were threatened and forced
by the Greek CIA to fabricate evidence agsinst Andreas

Papandreou.
The testimony of Andreas Vachliotis fol_lows:64
This story begins in Paris in June 1964, where
I was spending my vacation. Andreas Papandreou
had just become Minister of Coordination (the
highest-ranking post in the Greek government after
the Prime Minister) in the cabinet of his father,
- Prime Minister George Papandreou. ...
Andreas Papandreou, having spent 20 years as an
economics professor at American Universities was

) 64Andreas Vachliotis, "The Testimony of Andreas
Vachliotis", Ramparts, VI (October, 1967), p. 4h-46.
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totally naive about the intricacies of Greek
Politics. He is a staunch democrat, a
respected economist and an honest man, but
because of his politicsal inexperience, I was
very much afraid of the maneuvers other Greek
politicians were plotting behind his back. ...
I remained in Paris, but Andreas returned to Greece. ...
He asked me to put some of my ideas into writing, and
during the month -« July, I wrote him a number of
memoranda.

It was one of these memoranda which was later used
as a pretext for putting Pepandreou in jail. ...

L . . L] L -

It was seven typed pare:: on yellowish paper, and it

is now in the hands of the Greek Jjudicial authorities.
What this memorsndum basically said was that

Papardreou, to protect himself and establish his
father's government fully in control, should undertake
"the creation of an organization to control the
mechanism of the Greek stste, both inside and outside
the country", to preempt control from agents of the
fascist-leaning military and secret police. I further
recommended, in that proposal, the "gradual replacement"
of the military chiefs of staff, as well as the heads

of the police, gendarmerie, and the multitude of

secret police organizations, including KYP which, from -
all evidence, were actively engaged in undermining
Papandreou's government. ...

- »

There was not the fsintest suggestion, either in my
proposals or in any of my talks with Andreas Pspandreou,
that the replacement of key officials should be
accompanied by violence or imprisonment--as KYP and

the junta were later to allege. ...

L - . * L]

L] L4 * o

KYP was founded in 1950-—-its purpose to be roughly
comparable to that of the American CIA, which,
incidentally, helped start KYP. ...

*

That KYP was out to destroy Papandreou is very clear
to me. Takis Apostolopoulos, a key KYP agent, told

me just a few days before the coup that he "would

give my right arm to get Andreas Papandreou". Major
.Evangelos Tsaka:, now & special counselor to Minister
of the Prime Ministry Papadopoulos, also said to me
that Papandreou "ought to have been killed that same -
night of the coup. We should get rid of him.". ...

* * L d L [ 4 . L4 L 4 * L L » LA » L4 . » * » L d L * L4 * L L 4
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In June of 1966, the KYP agent Apostolopoulos,
known to me then by the name Varlkopouloe, came to
me and saild that he wanted the copies of the
memoranda I had prepared for Andreas two years before. oo
He told me that in the investigation of Papandreou,
already underway for two years, there were materials
incrimineting me, too. ...

I finally gave in and said I would permit KYP to
make copies of the memorsnda, provided the originals
were returned to me. So, the agent took me to the
KYP building in Athens. ...

They took the memoranda away from me into a room
where I was told there was a photographic machine,
Ten minutes later, several KYP agents returned and
told me, "we have decided to keep the documents and
not give them back to you. You csn go."...

KYP agent Apostolopoulos ceme to me agsin and told
me Ghat they wanted me to write down everything that
had happened between myself and Andress Papandreou
in 1964. I did so, making clear that I thought he
was an honest man, and a democrat, who would do the
right thing in Greece.

Apostolopoulos threatened me with being charged as .
an accomplice and subjected to length imprisonment.
Facing that charge and the warning that unpleasant
things might happen to my wife and son, I agreed to
sign a document prepared by them. It claimed that
Andreas Papandreou was about to organize a coup
d'etat by a group of dissatisfied young officers,
thst he was plasnning to remove the King, and to tske
Greece out of NATO, and that he was in general guilty
“of pro-communist sympathies and treasonous activities.
Of course, none of the charges were true. . j..

On the 6th day of September at 6:00 p.m., the
three armed KYP agents took me to the public
prosecutor's offlce, where 1 gave peraured testimony. Cew

I left for Paris in August of this year, letting
KYP think I was going there on its behalf to spy on
a conference of Greek democrets in exile. 1 did not
go back. ...

KYP probsbly thought they could insure my return to
Greece by forbidding my wife and son to leave Greece
with MNCs soee

[ ] . L] . \J . * » . . . [ ] L ] . » . * » « 0 . . L] s .0 * e



I was able to have my wife and son secretly picked
up by a chartered airplane and flown to Paris to
join me four days later.

The second ¥estimony is that of Kyriskos
Diakogisnnis, who claims that he was also unwillingly

forced by the Greek CIA to fabricate false evidence

against Andreas Papandreou:65

My involvement in the frame-up of Andreas
Papandreou began in June of 1964, when I was
introduced to Andreas Vachliotis, an Athens
lswyer and friend of Papandreou. Afier a seried
of long discussions, Mr. Vachliotis and I
acrreed that in Papandreou resided the best
hope for the rensissance of Greek democracy, and
together we drafted, at Papandreou's request a
number of proposed reforms in various areas
of Greek political life. ...

L4 L . L - - . L L » L

In August, I returned tou Athens, where Vachliotis
introduced me to a KYP agent, Takis Apostolopoulos,
who promptly ushered us into the office of Premier
Stefanopoulos. ...

After an interrogation and briefing by Takis
Major Tsakas of KYP, I gave a sworn statement
before a judge of Instruction, recounting the events

L L

and
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exactly as they occurred-with one important difference.

I was also asked to attest that Vachliotis had related

to me a conversation between himself &nd Papandreou,
in which the later had purportedly advocated the use
of violent means to eliminate his opposition. WNMr.
Vachliotis had never told me anything of the sort.

In their search for treasonable "evidence" against
Pspandreou, KYP was obliging us to perjure ourselves,
with thinly veiled threats to our persons and those
of our families. ...

. . * L4 - L - . L L] L] - - L 4 . > » - . L 4 L * . L . *

65Kyriakos BDiskogiannis, "The Testimony of Kyriakos

Diakogiannis" Ramparts, VI (October, 1967), p. 46.
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The imaginsry conversation to which I attested

went in substance like this: ,
Papandreou (reading our proposal to replace key -

military and police officials with trustworthy men):

But you haven't said how this should be sccomplished.
Vachliotis: Gradually, after careful selection...
Papandreou (smiling ironically): This kind of

affair only succeeds when the heads begin to roll...
I was later assured by KYP agents, Takis and others

that my perjured testimony and that of Mr. Vachliotis

were the secret foundation stones of the State's

case against Papandreou, to be sprung on an 66

unsuspecting defense at his impending trial.

As the divison and political struggle between the
King and George Pazpandreou became public, the whole
country cume close to political anarchy.

Young people (mostly University students)took to
the streets in suvport of George Papandreou; clashes with
the police occurred almost daily.67

Members of Parliament, enraged over the recent
events, carried the fight into Parliament, which was daily
turned into a wrestling ring; it became common and
- necessary for the Athens police to intervene whenever

a fight erupted.68

66Kyriakos Diaskogiennis escaped from Greece on
July 10, 1967.

67Prin Kai Meta Tin Epanastasin, A-Greek Government
Publication (AThens: Ipourgilon Proedrias Kiverniseos,
Geniki Diefthisis Typou Kai Plirophorion,March 1968), p. 9.

68Diati Egine E Epanastasig Tes 21 Apriliou 1967
A Greek Government Publication (Athens: Ipourgion Proeurias
Kiverniseos, To Monotipikon Sygrotima Tsiberioti, 1967),
po 41'580
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Strikes by laborers in support of George Papandreou
‘also were common. The nation became sb paralyzed by such
strikes that army personnel and police officers wére
often called to fill the vacancies created by the striking
workers.69 |

Papandreou's popularity was so strong, that the
"King found it impossible to successfully establish a
government without him. It seemed that the only way
that Papandreou could be eliminated from the political
scene was by some non-electoral means. What this means

was, becsme evident at 2:%0 a.m. the twenty-~-first of

April 1967.

891pid, p. 97-102.
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CHAPTER IV
HOW IT IS NOW

The new Greek Constitution of 1968 has not been
fully implemented.

According to Article 138 of the new Constitution,
all power and authority rests with the Jjunta. Basic
freedoms, such as free assembly, free elections, and free
speech are postponed indefinitely until the regime decides
to permit such freedoms.

However, in other sections of the 1968 Constitution, .
the junte has moved towards accomplishing a national
reorganization.

The militsry dictatorship clsims to have achieved
a number of changes in Greece during the last two years.70

The regime claims that "it relieved the administratien
from the party spirit", but it has not yet brought into
effect Article 123 of the new Constitution, which provides
in psrt that "public servants are in the service of the-

people".7l

70nywo Years Of Creative Activity, A Greek Government
Publication (Afthens: Minstry To the Prime Minister, Press
and Informetion Department, 1969), p. 6-21.

Pl1pia,
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In the economic sector, the regime claims to
have increased the subsidies for agriculture by about
14.5 billion <itrachmae,'f_”2 for country roads by 2.4 billion
and for housing loans by l.4 billion, and to have
reorganized the bureaucracies to facilitate economic
development.75

In its drive tolring about national change in
agriculture, the regime indicates that it is striving
for the following.’*

1. Mechanization of agriculture,

2. Intensive cultivation in place of extensive
cultivation,

3. Profitable yield cultivation instead of limited
yield eultivation, and

4, National reorgaenization of agriculture on the
basis of recent scientific developments.
The regime has encountered some active opposition
in its efferts to reorganize agriculture. This opposition
had resulted in open physical violence, as indicsated in

the following by the Associsted Press, raported in

72The drachmae is the basic monetary unit in Greece.
As of April 4, 1970 the officiasl rate of exchange was 30
drachmae to one U.S. dollar.

75’l‘wo Years Of Creative Activity, A Greek Government
Publicstion (Athens: Ministry To The Prime Minister, Press
and Information Depsrtment, 1969), p. 10-11.

114,
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The Ofregonian:75

A reliable source said lhursday rioting
farmers uning pitchforks battled police in
central Greece, leaving 55 persons injured and
60 under arrest. The rioting broke out
Monday as hundreds of farmers protested
possible government expropriation of land. The
fighting swirled around the village of Megalo
Kalivia in central Greece, the source said.

Farmers wielding pitchforks and sticks
+lashed with police in a two-hour battle. Of

rose injured, 15 were police.

In the field of social services, the regime has
_ 76
set the following goals:

1. Allocating of two billion drachmase by 1972 for
the development of modern hospitals,

2. Establishment of medicsal dispensaries, as
well as hygienic equipment all over the country, and

3. Granting up to 1. 4 billion drachmae to farmers
for housing, and the erection of 1,700 new houses
for refugees.

In the field of nationsl education; the regime claims

that:77

1. The promlse of free education became a fact
under the regime.

2. Books, manuals, laboratory tralnlng, etc. are
offered free of any charge at all,

' 3, The amount of 504 million drachmse were
proclaimed for the construction of school buildings,and
4, Loans will be reimbursed by the students under

favourable terms, two years after their gradustion.

7Sngreek Police Fight Rioters", The Oregonian, April
11, 1969, p. 1.

76Two Years Of Creative Activit , . A Greek Government
Publication (Athens: Ninistry To TE rime Minister, Press
and Information Department, 1969). p. ll-14.

771pid, p. 12-15




56

Although the above would be impressive, if true,
such measures by themselves would not necessarily
improve the quality of education. Educators must be
left free to exercise their professional judgements and
responsibilities in their daily classroom duties. According
- geveral Greek friends (see footnote number 1), however,
aducators have been turned into propagaenda media for the
i;ime". Iducators are told what they can and cannot say
in the‘classroom. It was indicated, fo:; example,
that while a teacher was lecturing in tne c¢lass, he
accidentally used the word "democracy'", s forbidden word
in Greece. Upon hearing this, the police authorities -
arrested the teacher and subsequently gave him a prison
sentence. |
While new classrooms can brighten the educational
sceir and ease the free exchange of ideas, this is not
presently the case in Greece. Instead, classrooms have
become prisons of minds to facilitate only poisonous
propaganda to serve the "maszters'.
| - In its effort to receive the support of the labor
class in Greece, the regime spparently aims according
to article 27 of the Constitution, to "ensure employment
for labour and protect them from the point of view of
" working and remuneration conditiong in order to effect

‘their moral and material elevatioﬂh78

7®Ibid, p. 14-15.
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It is not clear hbw far governmental action has
in fact improved the condition o!f' the workers. However,
there are no known administrative measures taken by the
government to implement the above constitutional provison.

Under present economic conditions, it would appear
difficult for the regime to undertake the large public
expenditures required to meet projected goals. An
indication of the problem is expressed in the following

79

quotation from Free Greece:

Exports last yesr went up only 12 million
dollars from the 452.6 million dollsrs earned
in 1967. Tourism receipts dropped for the
second year in a row, from 126.8 million dollars
to 120.% million dollars. Before the military
take~over, tourism had been growing rapidly and
according to forecasts, should have earned 156
million dollars last year. With foreign debt
due to rise by 8% million dollars this year
from 428 million on December 31, 1968, it is
estimated that the total national debt will
be 1.88 billion dollars by the end of 1969,
more than five times the country's expected
total assets in gold and foreign currencies.

The regime has made many promises to the people, but
things just do not happen by promises alone. DBesides |
resources; a government needs good administrstors
with the talent and brains to carry out economic progranms.

Because Greece is not a country of abundance, it is

a must that its resources be administered very carefully

79"Greece‘s Economic Condition", Free Greece, (April,
1969)9 P. 2o
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and that they be used in the "right" place to yield

the best results.
During the early months of the military regime, it
repeatedly sought to acquire the Ybrains'™ of Andresas

Papandreou* while he was in prison charged with high

treason. These efforts apparently failed:ao

The Greek militsry Jjunta has asked Andreas
Papandreou, the political leader whom it has
jalled on charges of high treason, to advise
it on economic matters..

This overture by Greece's military leaders to the
man they have labeled their archenemy was revealed
Saturday night by Brig. Stylianos Patakos, minister
of the interior. ...

Patakos visited Papandreou with Ioanis Rodinos-
Orlandos, under secretary of coordination and one
of the OfflClalS mainly responsible for directing the
country's economy.

Rodinos-Orlandos told papandreou that he considered
him his teacher, and that he had studied his books
on economic development. ...

1he minister, backed by Patakos, then urged
Papandreou to state his opinion on the Greek
economy, to comment on tne measures taken so far
and to suggest what else should be done. Both
officials told Papandreou that the charges
against him need not prevent him from contributing,
as a Greek, to the country's economic progress.

Papandreou s&id that since all he had read about
current events for the psst six months was in the
government- controlled press, he was in no position

8O"Greeks Seek Advice from Jziled Leader", The Oregonian,
October 9, 1967, section I. p. 2.

Andreas Papsndreou ig an economist of note and for
"a number of years was head oIl the department oL economics
at the University of Californis at Berkeley.



59

to judge the situetion.

Rodinos-0Orlandos then urged the prisoner at
leagt to sum up in one word his impression of how
things were going.

Papandreou said; '"Monstrously".

After renewing their appeals for help, the
officials left. A few days later, another official
in the coordination ministry appeared at the prison.
He told Papandreou thst the government would send
him any economist or group of economists he might
designate in the economic ministries or the
central bsnk to provide him with whatever dsta
statistics he might need. However, Papandreou
reiterated his refusal.

It is very difficult to acguire any further solid
information concerning the economic situation in Greece.
The difficulty stems from the fact that any news concerning
the economy of the country is managed and edited by the
government. The press can only print what the government
permits; inquiries into the economic affairs of the
country are "discouraged".

Unfortunately, the political and social life of the
Greek people does not appear to be in better health than
the nation's economic 1life. The situation is characterized
by terror and intimidation. The country is ruled by
military decree. People have rights only when the Jjunta
decides to give them on s particular day, hour or minute.

The following cases are presented with the hope
that trey will give a clear view of what is happening in

Greece today. The cases are reported in Free Greece.81

81"Greece Today", Free Greece, (June-July, 1968), p. 3=29.




Case I. They took my friend X from his house
at nine 1n the morning. He returned two hours
after midnight. What happened during the 17 hours of
his absence? At the time we knew notnlng. Later
hls wife persuaded ©nim to talk to me in confidence.

ihey had shown him a photograph of &an election
meeting~--there was to have been a general election.
They asked him to identify himself on the photo,
He did. There was no further questioning. They
started beating him up with Lruncheons, fists,
kicks. There were five of them. “hey were
hitting him on the head, all over the body.
They were kicking his genitals. They revived
him, made him say "Long live the King", then
"Long live the revolution". From time to time
they "rested"., Others were being treated in
the same way. He could see them or hear them
scream. "It was only 17 hours for me" he said,
'‘because I am oldish and freil, for the young
it was hell".

There was a boy who had been having this for
the fifth day. <They would give you as much as
they thought you could take, short of dying. I
think they had orders not to kill.

Case Il. At last they let X go with the
warning that if he dared to see a dogtor, if
he dared tell anyone, all this would start
again.

When I saw him two weeks after it happened, his
arms were blue on the inside because he had covered
his face with them. His chest, his back, his
legs were blue. His face swollen and red. His
genivals swollen, bruised and aching. He could
not breathe or cough [reely. He told me they
were besting him with fists on the region of
the heart. They were telling him that they
would "kill his heart". He had two ribs broken.

Day after desy I nesrd of more cases like this.
I saw a boy with a dislocated spine.,

The working-class districts were especially hit.
(I cen speak only of Athens and Pirseus. I heard
of terrible things in Salonica, but there I hsave
no personal knowledge).

Men from 17 up to 70 were selected, mostly from
photographs of political meetings, or sometimes
for things they had said when all this was legsl,
when we were free.

The people of the free countries - ccused us of
accepting the colonel's cuoup apathetically. We
were never apathetic. We were struck dumb. We
knew that the whole of the nation's leadership
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had been arrested.

We felt helpless, alone and unarmed, facing
tanks and brutality. The radio was shouting blood
thunder.

Case III. They hit the soles of her feet with
sticks and when her skin cracked they made her
walk on the rocky ground. Then they said they
would kill her. They blindfolded her and, still
half-naked, she stood for execution. They fired
in the &gir and the girl collapsed. This is called
"mock execution".

They drove her to the security police station
at Bouboulinas street. They threw her into an
underground cell. TFour days without food or
water. She could count the hours by the changing
of the guard. She did not know if it was day or
night. It was cold. There were no blankets. Only
the damp cement floor snd crawling little beasts
which horrified her.

On the fourth night she was brought out for
interrogation. The same guestions, the same
threats.

They tied her to a bench. One man beat the soles
of her feet, another pulled her hair and banged
her head on the bench, others twisted her arms.
They screamed insults.

One moment they would all be raging, suddenly
someone would be kind. Would she not confess?

She refused. Immediately the "hard" men would
reappear and the beating would start again.

Case IV. There was another operation in hend,
"Intimidation". Nobody is sccure in his job.
Thousands are fired. Thousands are threatened.

To keep your job you have to sign a certificate
of loyalty. You hsve to inform on anyone disloyal.

In spite on everything, the young people
started resisting. wWriting on the wall,
printing leaflets, and distributing them. Arrests
are immediate.

Torture now has another purpose. It is aimed
at extracting information. ‘

Case V, I will give the case of a young man of
187 "He was taken by the security police and thrown
into an underground cell. There was no light
whatsoever. He could not know whether it was night
or day. There was nothing but he coarse cement
floor.

He was left there for a week without food or
water. A kind policeman furtively brought him
a little yogurt on two occasions. :

On the seventh day he was brought out for
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interrogation. Who had given him the leaflets?
Who else was involved. Why not answer? He would
have to anyway..."after".

They threw him down and tied his legs to a chsir,
They started hitting the soles of his feet with
twisted wire, then with thin sackfuls of sand.
His feet swelled and blistered and the skin
cracked. The blood oozed down his legs. At the
same time others were hitting his body, his head.
They tore his shirt and started beating him on
the breast. He thinks it was with truncheons.

At the beginning he was screaming, so they put
a dirty rag in his mouth. They pressed his
neck. He fainted. He was brought- to with a
bucket of water thrown in his face.

The beating on his feet started agsin while
another torturer twisted his genitals. He kept
fainting. He would be no man any more, he was
told.

Similar accounts of such tortures, given by
Greeks who escaped from Greece, were published by
Look Megazine in 1969.52

The regime aims by torture and intimidation to
keep the people gquiet through fear. Young people are
the mejor target. Reportedly, hundreds of Ghem go through
the many security police stations Jjust to be beaten and
frightened.

Despite the h:zrsh methods usea by the Jjunta to
silence opposition, opposition has not been crashed.
The Greek people, although terrorized and with their leaders
in jail, have done their best to show their resistance to

the present dictatorship.

820hrlstopher Wren, "Greece: Government by Torture“
Look, (May 27, 1969), p. 19-21.
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An interesting resistance technigue is indicated

in the following account by Parar:de:S5

The militwry Junta of colonels which now
runs Greece hsgs imprisoned thousands of
political opponents, but the colonels have
not yet succeeded in silencing the resistance.

The patriotic front or PAM has found an inrenious
way of msking its cry for freedom heard: T3 e=-
fused tape recordings.

T'irst the PAM worker rents a well situated
office or a delivery truck. In it he plont: &
tape-recording anti-junta speech, with sev: 1
minutes of lead-in silence recorded before
speech begins. He then turns the machine
on and has time to disappesar before the machine
blares out his illegal message. ...

Underground newpapers, which must be printed
secretly and often by crude methods in order
to avold suspicion, sre also booming in Greece.
‘here are at least ten in operation, with the
most widely read, Nea Hellada (New Greece),
celebrating its 25th issue this month.

It is evident that, despite terroristic methods,
~.1e junta has not succeeded in bresking the spirit of
the Greek population.
The colonels at first declared that the intention
of "their" revolution was only to eliminate the threat of
a conrrunist take-over. However, they have arrested
or exiled not only ieftnwingers, but middle-of-the-
roaders, right-wingers, and any one else that they considef

a threat to the regime.

85"Greek Resistance"”, Parade, (February 2, 1969), p. 7.
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At times the actvions of the regime appear to make

no sense at all, as indicated in the following:84

The true nature of the Greek military
dictatorship is revealed in the fate of
Maj. Gen. George k. Koumanakos, who gained
internationsl renown fighting communists in
the field of battle and is now completing his
17th month of imprisonsent by the colonels
who claim they have saved Greece from communism.

The Koumanaikos case is another example,
dismally frequent in this generation, of
Kafks come to life. No formal charge is
pending, no trial is scheduled, no rixed
limit has been put on his captiviiy. Under=-
lining the Kaefkeesoue touch, Koumsnaxos had
kept scrupulously free of politicel connections—-
unlike many fellow Greek oificers.

Why then is he imprisoned? For precautionery
reasons. Koumanskos, a living legend in the
Korean war as the fesrless commander of the
Hellenic Expeditionery Forces, is a patriot who
some day conceivably might oppose the present
tyrants. Thus, the junta took no chances with
a potential rebel.

Koumanakos is one of many. The distinguished
Adm. Athanasios Spanides, 66, is beginning his
14th consecutive month of detention in a Greek
village. A brigadier, one of the Army's most
dsring officers, is in poor health after
suffering head injuries (suppesedly in & diving
accident) while in ceptivity. 4 highly respected
retired major general who responded to his recent
early morning arrest by slspping the face of the
arresting officer was beaten bloody by security
troops. ‘

But the case of Koumanakos is perhaps the
closest to Kafka because of his vslorous and
wholy non-political career.--50 circumspect was
he about keeping out of politics that he purposely

84Evans Rowland, and Kobert Novsk, "Greek Hero
Suffers Kafsesque Fate", The Oregonisn. June 27, 1969, p. 3%6.




went abroad in the spring of 1967 to avoid
the national election campaign that was
cancelled by the colonels' coup of April
27, 1967.
Assuming that he had nothing to fear from
anti-communist fellow officers, Koumanakos returned

to Greece May 17. BSeven days labter he was arrested
at his home without charge.

It seems that the colonels sre determined to
eliminate any Greek, regardless of ideology, who is
capable of leadership. Papadopoulos is determined, it
seems, to bring the minds and bodies of every Greek man,
woman, and child, to his mercy. Naturally the easiest
way to accomplish this is by sepsrating the "heads" from
the "oodies".

Despite great pressures against the regime by
other nitions for the return of democratic government
and the basic freedoms to the Greek people, the military
dictatorship has made slight response. Occasionally
Papadopoulos will make an announcement (when under fire
from other Europeén nations) which seems to carry some
hope that the military tyranny will end, but the hope
al@ays remains unfulfilled.

It is very clear that Papadopoulos, while trying
to give the impression of a "great libertarean", is
determined to continue ruling Greece by military
"~ decree.

The calculated use of window-dressing by the



regime is indicated by the fo_llowing:85

Last week, in a move calculated to convince
the world that he and his collesgues really were
civil libertarians after all, Premier George
Papadopoulos announced that three of the
suspended constitutional guarantees- the
inviolability of the home, the right ®©
peaceful assembly and the right to form
assocliations-were being restored immediately.

His first intention, Papadopoulos cheerily
told a press conference, had been to disclose the
new measures on April 21, the second anniversary
of the coup that brought the Jjunta to power. But
on second thought, he explained, he had decided
to make the snnouncement on the eve of the
Greek Orthodox Laster celebrations. Most
observers, however, agreed that Papadopoulos'
timing was less influenced by waster spirit
than by the NATO meeting under way last week
in Washington. At least four NATO nationg—-
Denmark, Norway, the HNetherlands and Italy--
had indicated that they would challenge
Greece's fitness for membership in the slliance
at the Washington meeting. And by his partial
restoration of civil rights Papadopoulos clearly
hoped to blunt such criticism.

Whatever happened in Washington, however, the
new measures appeared to be little but window
dressing. ©Since nine of the constitutional
guarantees remain suspended, individual Greeks still
have no protection against such abuses as
arbitrary arrest.

"The new measures don't mean a great deal in
practical terms", conceded one American official
familiar with Greek affairs.

In another article by Time, the following

. 86
observation was made:

85"Greece: Window Dressing", Newsweek, LXXIII
(npril 21, 1969), p. 52-55.

8b“Why Greece's Colonels Are That Way¥, Tlme,
(April 18, 1969), p. 32-33.
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Rather like a stern father rewarding good
behavior, Premier George Papadopoulos last week
returned several previous liberties to the
Greek people. He was observing both the
Laster season and the second anniversary of
the coup that ousted the previous government and
brought Papadopoulos and his fellow army colonels
to power. He was slso trying to head off
criticism of the Greek regime from the NATO
ministers' meeting in Washington. Announced
the Prime Minister: 1) freedom of assembly
and association will be restored; 2) homes
will be off limits to policemen without wsrrants;
%) press censorship will be reviewed; 4) some of
the nearly 2,000 politicael exiles who have been
held on Aegesan islandsmay be brought home, -
and some government employees ousted by the ‘
regime will get their jobs back. Papadopoulos
seemed not to notice one irony: The press
conference revealing all these freedoms was
held in the now vacant Senate chamber of the
Parliament building in 4Athens. One freedom
that the birthplace of democracy has not
recovered is a democratic asseumbly.

Such subtleties apparently do not Ptrouble
Papadopoulos and his colonels because they are
elementary men. Or so it seems, for in a complex
world they are trying to forge an anachronistically
" simplistic nsation. ZLong hair is now immoral
for schoolboys; the government has ordered hair-
cuts, and in some csses police wielued the shears them-
selves. Bouzouki tavernas, where high-spirited
Greeks loved to smash crockery in time with the
frenzied music, have been tamed: guests are no
longer allowed to break even s single saucer.
Miniskirts sre forbidden for young girls, end
bar girls sre being discoursged. Government
. officials must attend church--other Greeks sre
urged to do so to build a nation of "Christisan
Greeks"--while anyone who publicly doubts God
or the army may be held guilty of blasphemy.
THese spiritual upliftings are hastened, opponents
of the militsry government say, by torture as well
as exile. "Christians behave themselves because
they are afraid of going to hell', explains
Deputy Prime Minister Stylianos Patakos.
"Likewise, under our regime, Greeks behave
because they are afraid. Only the bad people
are going to be punished".

The militery regime of Greece evidently has



chartered the course which the Greek people must
follow. It has determined what needs to be done, and
no dissent by the Greek people is permited. If anyone
dares to challenge the reasoning of the "wise men"
(Papadopoulos'and his lieutenants), he is , as Deputy
Prime‘Minister Pattakos says, "punished". For
persuading the Greek people to accept their physical
and ﬁoral liberation, the colonels do not use

reason, apparenﬁiy because they are not reasonable
men. Instead, they use threats, violence and exile
to implement their-decisions.

No civil boly in Greece has poweriéxcgpt that
which is alloWed by the military fegime. 'Thé Greek
Constitution of 1968 has became the tool for the
military dictatorshiﬁvto continue its’reﬁressive,
terroristic,;a#d autocratic rule, While providing
no ti%e table at all fdr 8 retu?n to democratic and
‘parliamentary:govefnment in‘Greéce, Article 138 :
'ofjthé 1968 Ggeek Constitution gfovides that:87”

The preSénthantitution,‘aftervité approval

by the Greék People through Referendum,

' signed by the Council of Ministers ‘and published
-in the Government Gazette, comes into immediate

87constitution OFf Greece 1968, A:Greek Government
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Publication (Athens: Tnhe Council of Ministers, The Prime .
Minister, The Deputy Prime Ministers, The Ministers,~l968),

B

Pe 56.



effect, with the except on of tg provisions
of Artlg%es 10, 12 l 14 g 1-3, 18,

9, 25 88 2-3, 58 35" 1-2 &0, 111, 112, 121,

2, which provisions the Natlonal Revolutlonary
Government is authorized to place into effect
through scts published in the Government Gazette.

The regime, by acguiring the constitutional
power to withhold or to put into effect the provisions
of the constitution has the power to grant or to

withhold:S8

l. The right not to be arrested or imprisoned
without a judicial warrant.

2. The right of a person arrested to be brought
before a magistrate within a reasonalbile period of
time,

3. The right to be tried by a competent Jjudge
as against that of Jjudicial committees or military
tribunals.

4, The right of home privacy as against
unreasonable searches without legal warrants or
in a manner provided by law.

5. The right of free expression, orally, or
in print. :

©. The right to worship as a person's conscience
dictates.

7. The right to establish representative
government, and the establishment of Jjudicial -
power. .

8. The right to assemble peacefully, and to

- form associations.

9. The right to freely establish political
parties and psrticipate in them.
~ 10. The right of free community elections and
or other local government elections for electing
local government leaders.

The 1968 Constitution was created for the sole

‘purpose of perpetuating the dictatorial and police

881pida, p. 7-49.
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’powers of the present military dictatorship.

The circumstances under which the Constitution was
prepared and put to referendum, reflected not the
wishes of Greek people, but that of ﬁhe Colonels. The
Constitution was formed under martial law and put to

referendum in an atmosphere of terror and repression.



CONCLUSION .

From the beginning of his election as premier of
Greece in 1964, George Papandreou was never given the
~chance to form his own government. Immediately
following his election, the King challenged Papandreog&s
authority to appoin§ and fire members of his cabinet.

It is difficult politicslly and sdministratively
to carry out any governmental function if the Prime
Minister is denied the authority to appoint cabinet
ministers of his choosing. (The 1952 Constitution was
not clear as 1o the King's powers over the appointments
end dismissals of cabine members).

Political chaos reigned from June, 1964 until the
army coup d'eétat of April 21,-1967. The near anérchy
provided the rationale used by the army when 1% séized
control of the government.

The action of the army came as the countfy was
preparing for national elections, which would have
tested the relative strength of tﬁe King and the
Prime MiniStgr.

As the time for the national elections approached,
'(less than one month before the army's eoup d'etat),
public opinion polls showed that'Ge9rge Papandreou

would win the elections with an overwhelming majority.
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Such a result would have been rightly interpreted as
a plebisci%e against the King.

As we know, the elections scheduled for 1967 never
took place. The country has been run by military
decree since the April 21, 1967 coup d'etat. The
Junta has complete power to rule the country as it
_wishes, and as long as 1t wishes.

The whole Greek nation is ruled by the threat'bj
terror, and torture. The re-education of the Greek
people has been assigned by the head\of the military
junta, Papadopoulos, to the police. The army gust
sustain the permanent revolution and, according to the
new Constitution,ymust see to the health of the state
and to the trainiﬁg bf the politicians.

By virtue of the powers granded to the military
junta by ﬁhe 1968 Greek Constitution, the regime has
and is exercising the ﬁower of withholding the rights
of free speech, free assembly, free elections, free
press and other basic and fumdamental rights. The _
présent military regime gives novindicétion of plans to
return the country to democratic ways. In fact, all
present signs show that through radical reorganizations
of prior democratic institutions, the "junta" intends
" to implant itself and its ways in Greece permanently.

89

According to one source,

89Roy Perrot, "Athens Is Talking About The Junta's
Permanency", San Francisco Chronicle, August 13, 1969,p. 6.

(28 '




73

One has only to see the new officers' houses
springing up, or read the latest list of promotions
and commissarships in the government gazette, to
see how quickly a new administrative class has
been given a vested stay exactly as they are. In
impoverished Greece, a good job is something
to be tenscious about.

Some of the strongest evidence of the colonel's
hopes of permanency, and of the kind of Greece
they are aiming for, is in the schools. A
government which thinks of itself as a trancient
caretaker does not make radical changes in the
educational system, particularly of a kind which
a democratic successor would have to reverse.

In civics lessons, emphasis is laid upon duty to
the State, obedience, the virtue of family life,
all couched in a sort of fundamelist morality.
Teachers told me that modern histories which
deal with cooperative agencies, like the United
Nations, were rejected in favor of older ones,.
of a8 more nationalist bent.

¥rom the age of nine, children now have to learn
a "correct" and scademic form of Greek called
Katharevousa-in addition to the classical and
modern versions of the language. "No wonder
that younger children hardly know the names of
basic things", said one headmaster. "The mental
confusion is painful. We've gone back 50 years".

3chool children are also obliged to do weekly
essays (set by the Ministry to ensure conformity)
on the philosophy of Prime Minister Papadopoulosd's
personal credo. The credo, which leans on
rhetoricsl Christian apothegms and heroic goals,
is contained in three volumes of speeches and is
about the only literature to see book form in the
last two yeers.

The school curriculum is one of the few clear
indications that exist as to what the prime
minister means when he says that "maturity" is
a prerequisite of a return to democratic ways.
The reaction of the middle-class parents I met
was precisely what it would be among their
British or American counterparts. They
are distressed at the indoctrination.

It is very likely that if the Western Allies do
not actively intervene on behalf of the Greek people,

another civil war, similar to the one agasinst the

PORTLARD STATE LRGVIRSITY LIBRARY
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communist terrorist that followed World War II, will

be regquired before Greek people will be able to |

return to a democratic representative government.
Unfortunately, there are no signs to date suggesting

possible allied intervention.
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