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PREFACE

The Coalition of Urban Serving Universities (USU) is a national network of 46 public urban research
universities that represent all regions of the country. The organization is led by presidents and chancellors
of USU institutions. The Coalition’s aim is to create an agenda for the nation that recognizes and
supports urban universities and their city partners in helping to build a stronger America in three initial
areas:

* The Education Pipeline/Urban Educator Corps - to improve the quality and quantity of urban
teachers and implement evidence-based “cradle-to-career” education partnerships

 The Urban Health Initiative - to increase the number, diversity, and competence of the health
workforce and reduce health disparities in urban communities

* The Strengthening Communities Initiative - to revitalize neighborhoods, build community
capacity, and strengthen regional economies

This document is the product of the Strengthening Communities Initiative. Members of the Steering
Committee include: Sheila Martin, David Cox, David Perry, Debra Friedman, Geoff Maruyama,
and Ken Stapleton.

As co-chairs of the Strengthening Community Steering Committee, we are proud to present this report
to our USU colleagues and the broader university community as well as policy analysts and members of
Congress. We have come a long way in the past five years in understanding the qualities of effective
partnerships, in sharing ideas, and in implementing what works.

W are especially proud to report that the work of all three of the areas mentioned above and the diligence
of the universities in making our case in Washington to the administration and the Congress has led to
the introduction of the Urban University Renaissance Act of the 21st Century (UURA) by Oregon
Congressman David Wu. The bill is a clear recognition of the important role and responsibility of the
urban university in America's future.

Sincerely,

Lo find. el
Wim Wiewel, Ph.D. LuiS§ Proenza, Ph.D.
President, Portland State University President, University of Akron
Co-Chair, Strengthening Communities Co-Chair, Strengthening Communities
Steering Committee, USU Steering Committee, USU
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“Urban areas Jface many challenges and

opportunities. .. Urban universities are
distinctly positioned with a broad range

of skills and resources — intellectual, human,
technological, and social — to engage in
these issues. A federal investment in urban
universities will scale up innovative

efforts around education, neighborhood
revitalization, economic development,

and health to provide a greater national

impact on strengthening metropolitan
prosperity. -
Nancy L. Zimpher, Chair,

Coalition of Urban Serving Universities

Chancellor, State University of New York

“Institutions of higher education generally
are place-based, and this means that the
competitive and comparative advantages
of universities are inextricably linked to
the vitality and sustainability of their

»
surroundmg communities.

-Luis Proenza, President, University of Akron
Co-Chair, Strengthening Communities

Steering Committee, USU

<«
A core mission of urban universities is to build sustainable
communities ...we understand that it is only by supporting

partmerships with local businesses, nonprofits, and K-12
that we can achieve our mission.”
Wim Wiewel, President, Portland State University

Co-Chair, Strengthening Communities

Steering Committee, USU

«
While we face many challenges in Oregon and around the nation,

none is more urgent right now than the recovery of our economy
and getting people back to work. Urban universities can serve
as the heart of economic renewal by sharing their skills and

»
resources with communities that surround them.

-U.S. Rep. David Wu, D-Ore.

«
We are always looking for opportunities to improve our

communities. .. Support[ing] university partnerships will

help us to align those efforts and move more quickly toward
3

a healthier, more prosperous metropolitan region.

-Sheila Martin, Director,

Institute of Portland Metropolitan Studies
Portland State University

Urban Universities: Anchors Generating Prosperity for America’s Cities demonstrates the value

and power of urban universities. It presents an agenda for institutions and the Federal Government

to strengthen institutional contributions to locally targeted policies and programs, all with the goal

of improving cities and their metropolitan regions. Urban research universities are an important

national asset. They serve as anchors in all of the 100 most populous metropolitan regions in the

United States. Their assets —leadership, expertise, capital, land, and resources for innovation—

give them unparalleled advantages to help develop our cities and metropolitan areas.
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Urban universities

can help lead our

INTRODUCTION

Marshalling the Resources to Renew American Prosperity

The nation’s political and thought leaders are taking an essential step toward renewed prosperity
by turning their focus to our cities. Perceptive observers—including Bruce Katz of the Brookings
Institution, author Neil Peirce, and Joe Cortright, writing for CEOs for Cities' —have identified
metropolitan regions as the appropriate geographic targets for economic and community
development initiatives. Metropolitan areas drive the national economy and provide a reflection
of its health. For all of the challenges they face, our metropolitan regions contain most of the
nation’s population, function as centers of culture and entertainment, offer high-quality places

to live and work, and serve as hubs of transportation and economic activity.

Policy makers have come to realize the importance of “anchor institutions” in metropolitan
regions. Public and private entities committed to their locations, anchor institutions have
dramatic impacts on cities and regions, influencing their identity, culture, and economy. They

include universities, hospitals, foundations, cultural institutions, and some corporations.

Recognizing the ties between their own success and that of their regions, many universities have
embraced their roles as anchor institutions and assumed greater responsibility for economic
and community development. In fact, universities are unique among
institutions in the scale and breadth of human, cultural, and economic
resources they control, including many of the attributes required for successful
economic and community development—Ileadership, expertise, capital, land,

and tools for innovation.

ciiies 1o ZO”g -term This paper articulates the value and role of urban universities as anchor

competitiveness

and vitality

institutions and engines of metropolitan success. Founded on their long-term
commitment to the metropolitan areas they inhabit, the power of urban
universities is magnified by strong collaboration with their traditional partners
in government and the nonprofit and for-profit sectors. By expanding the

number and scope of these broad-based, robust partnerships—supported by

targeted federal investment—urban universities can help lead our cities and

metropolitan regions to long-term competitiveness, environmental sustainability, and enduring

vitality as healthy, high-quality communities.



