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Join RAPS holiday revelers at

The RAPS Sheet

The newsletter of the Retirement Association of Portland State

annual brunch on December 6

PERHAPS THE MOST ANTICIPATED
event on the RAPS calendar is the
annual holiday brunch.

Mimosas, beer, and wine will be
available at the no-host bar starting at
10:30 am. At 11:00 am, expect to
enjoy a Scandinavian-style brunch
buffet prepared and presented by the
Nordia House café, Broder Soder.

As always, our laden Treat Table
will offer goodies, décor items and
one-of-a-kind gifts for purchase, with
all proceeds to support the RAPS
scholarship.

Reserve your spot at $25 per person
by mailing a check made out to the
PSU Foundation to: RAPS, Portland
State University, PO Box 751, Port-
land OR 97207-0751. To use a credit
card, contact Ilana Tarasyuk at the
RAPS Office, 503-725-3447.

The brunch will be held on
Thursday, December 6, 10:30 am at
Nordia House, 8800 SW Oleson
Road, Portland. Please RSVP to
Ilana Tarasyuk no later than
Monday, November 26.

If you care to donate to the Treat
Table, please contact RAPS office
manager, Ilana Tarasyuk at 503-725-
3477. In addition to holiday treats,
we hope to offer art work, gift cer-
tificates, and event tickets. All proc-
ceeds will benefit the RAPS
Scholarship Fund.

See you therel!

—-Photograph by Larry Sawyer
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RAPS Group Reports

Book Group

THE BOOK GROUP met on November 12 at the home of
Eileen and Steve Brennan to discuss Leonardo Da 1inci by
Wialter Isaacson. Itis a beautiful book and a magnificent bi-
ography. As we talked we were repeatedly amazed and im-
pressed by the range of Leonardo’s ideas. He was curious
about so many things, and explored them in such detail.
Some explorations were used in his art. Others seemed to
have no immediate utility, other than to add to his store of
knowledge. We were also interested in how much of his
work was left as notes and sketches in his notebooks, with no
attempt to present it for others to use.

On December 18 we will meet at the home of Joan Shire-
man, 13584 SE Snowfire Drive, Happy Valley. Contact her at
joanshireman@gmail.com or 503-698-9951 to let her know
whether you can be there. We will discuss The Atomic Weight of
Love, a novel by Elizabeth ]. Church. The book is an explo-
ration of the life of the heroine between the 1940s and the
1970s, as she subverts her career aspirations to those of her
husband, and later finds more freedom in another era. It is
said to be a captivating novel and had excellent reviews. And
a member who has read it tells us we will learn a lot about
Crows.

In January, for those who can think beyond the holiday sea-
son, we will be reading Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi
Coates. Itis an acclaimed book, winner of many awards, and
offers a framework for understanding the racial history of
America and its current tensions.

The book group meets at 1:30 pm on the third Tuesday of
every month. New members are always welcome.

—Joan Shireman
Bridge Group
THE RAPS BRIDGE GROUP meects in the afternoon, generally
on the first Tuesday of each month. We begin play at 12:15
pm. We try to finish up by 4 pm. We meet in Smith Center,
on the second floor.

Please mark your calendars for the following upcoming
bridge group meetings:

Tuesday, December 4, in SMSU 258
Tuesday, January 8, in SMSU 258 (second Tuesday)
Tuesday, February 5, in SMSU 258

I will send out the reminder email notice about one week
prior to each date we play.

The RAPS Bridge Group members are very friendly and are
always looking for new players. If you wish to join us, please
contact Steve Brennan, 503-646-6297. My email address is
the.steve.brennan@gmail.com.

—S'teve Brennan

Hiking Group

THE RAPS HIKING GROUP mect for the final hike of the year
on Tuesday, November 27, and explored the Rock Creek Re-
gional Trail from the Kaiser Woods Natural Area to Bethany
Lake Park.

The hike took place along Springville Creck and passed
through meadows and forested and wetlands areas. After the
hike, the group enjoyed a lunch at Bethany’s Table restaurant
in the Bethany Village area.

Our December meeting is a potluck lunch and 2019 hiking
planning session at the home of Larry and Diane Sawyer.
Please contact Larry Sawyer at 503-771-1616 or
larry_sawyer@comecast.net for further information.

For more details about the planning event or upcoming
hikes please consult the RAPS hikers’” website:
https://www.pdx.edu/raps/RAPS-Hikers

—Larry Sawyer

The RAPS Hiking Group explored Deschutes River State
Park in October. The route had substantial climbs and led
to views of the east end of the Gorge and expansive
canyon vistas.

——-Photograph by Deve Swaim



PSU Women’s Association
Scholarship recipients

PSUWA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPENTS for the 2018-19 aca-
demic year are Juan Gutierrez-Cardenas, majoring in
health/fitness and Yahaira Martinez-Ponce, majoring in
social work.

Juan is the first in his family to
finish high school and he was
the salutatorian of his class; he
fell short by only one point to tie
for valedictorian. He dreams of
one day owning a gym of his

own. Juan envisions the gym as
one that is affordable for every-
one, where he can help people find a balance in their
lives.

Yahaira, coming from a low-
income and minority family, is
grateful for the opportunities
that have opened up for her, in
part because of the PSUWA
) Scholarship. Yahaira said she
| wants to give people the chance

to dream and not lose hope—
but to pursue their dreams. She
hopes to make this world a better one, one step at a
time.

—Barbara Alberty, Scholarship Committee Co-Chair

Recent RAPS Scholarship

contributions

RAPS SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS between

September 1 and November 1, 2018, were made by:

Priscilla M. Blumel in memory of Rebecca Hein

Steven and Sharon Brenner

Ralph Bunch in memory of Eleonora Bunch

Georgia Ronan Crampton

Yvonne Hajda in memory of Jan Hajda

Clarence Hein

Jean S. Morrison in memory of Hugh G. Lovell

Roger and Sylvia Mosely in memory of Robert “Vogie”
Vogelsang

Inger M. Olsen

Pat and Fred Squire in memory of Rebecca Hein

Doug and Barbara Swanson

From no student debt to
garnishing Social Security

A SEA CHANGE HAS OCCURRED in the way students and
their families—including parents and grandparents—pay
for a college education.

Since the 1960s, U.S. college costs have increased expo-
nentially. Predatory lenders have proliferated and 2018
student loan debt is $1.52 trillion, as documented in
Zack Friedman’s June 13 article for Forbes
(www.forbes.com).

The result is that more than 173,000 parents and
grandparents have seen their Social Security checks gar-
nished to pay student loan debts
(https:/ /www.gao.gov/assets/690/681722.pdf).

Now an organization called Strike Debt Portland
(www.strikedebtportland.org) wishes to find people
whose Social Security checks are garnished to pay stu-
dent loans. The organization will then raise money and
award funds in 2019 to as many people as possible.

If you know of such debtors, please contact Roberta
Badger-Cain, who is a Strike Debt member.

—Leonard Cain and Roberta Badger-Cain

Upcoming winter term

member events

JANUARY (Thursday, January 17) David Bangsberg, dean of
OHSU/PSU School of Public Health, presents “Why Public
Health Matters: Reflections on HIV to Homelessness.”

FEBRUARY (Thursday, February 21) Melody Valdini, associ-
ate professor of political science, speaks on “The Decline of
Democracy in Governments across the World: A Temporary

Shift or a New World Order?”

MARCH (Thursday, March 21) Annual spring potluck and
presentation by Christine Meadows, director of PSU’s Opera
Program, and opera students performing excerpts from the
2019 spring opera.



RAPS GOES TO You can still help
the RAPS Scholar-

astern Canadal Bl

SEPTEMBER 3-10, 2019 our trip to Eastern

Canada. When you
Discover the best of Eastern Canada with RAPS September 3-10, 2019! Our

tour is led by Collette, a travel company with more than 100 years’ experi-

schedule your trip
with Collette—and

ence. And if you book by March 4, 2019, you'll save $100 per person! « We Collette travels to

start in Montreal, one of UNESCOs Cities of Design. ® Then we're off to every corner of the
Quebec City, where we can explore everything from a local sugar shack globe—just mention
to world-class museums. ¢ Ottawa, with its small-town vibe, has great that you're a RAPS
museums and galleries. ® A short drive takes us to Rockport, where we’'ll member and wish to
enjoy a memorable cruise through this historic region. ¢ Finally, we visit contribute to the

exciting Toronto and cruise to the base of thundering Niagara Falls. scholarship fund.
Collette will make

per person if booked To learn more, contact: .
3 1 99 by March 4 based on Larry Sawyer sure a portion of the
! 4 double occupancy

Retirement Association of amount you pay

Portland State goes to the RAPS

Includes: R/T airfare from Portland e Hotels o 503-771-1616
Hotel Transfers o Air Taxes, Fees / Surcharges larry_sawyer@comcast.net Scholarship fund!



Recent RAPS member events—from the vistas of the
Deschutes River to the genius of Renaissance Europe

Hiking group members enjoy a lunch break during their exploration of the Deschutes River State Park in October.
—Photograph by Larry Sawyer

Book group members (from left) Brian Lewis, Steve Brennan, Nancy Chapman, Joan Shireman, Phyllis Leonard, Felicia
Wirtz, and Gwen Pierce had a lively discussion of Walter Isaacson’s Leonardo Da Vinci in November.
—-Photograph by Eileen Brennan



	RAPS Sheet, December 2018
	Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
	Recommended Citation

	Eileen's RAPS Sheet template

