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Project Title: Atlases for Select Portland Metropolitan Watersheds
Firm Associates: Elizabeth Dimmick, Scott Kaden, Elizabeth Mros, Doug Strickler,
and Alex Welsch

Principal Client: Our principal client is the Metropolitan Service District, commonly
known as Metro. This is the agency responsible for planning on a region-wide basis. They
are clUTently engaged in a concerted and comprehensive effort to plan for the projected
increase of the metropolitan area's population by approximately 500,000. Rosemary
Furfey, Metro's Water Resources Program Coordinator, will be our primary contact
person.

Adjunct Clients: Our adjunct clients will be Mike Houck (Urban Streams Council),
Steve Johnson (PSU Center for Urban Studies), Connie Ozawa (PSU MURP program),
and Deborah Howe (PSU MURP program).

General Planning Intentions:
Purpose Statement:

The primary purpose of this project is to promote planning on a

watershed basis in the Portland Metropolitan area. We intend to support Metro's Regional
Planning Framework process by encouraging a stewardship ethic based on watershed
considerations. Atlases characterizing several of Portland's watersheds will provide
specific information to three audiences: planners, community activists, and decision
makers. The atlases will provide an information base upon which watershed management
processes can be built.
What is a watershed? All land is part of a watershed. Each watershed is a catchment basin
that is bounded by topographic features like ridgetops. A watershed has three primary
functions. It captures water from the atmosphere. Ideally, this moisture will have the
maximum opportunity to enter the ground where it falls. A watershed also stores water
once it permeates into the soil and vegetation. Finally, water moves through the soil profile
and is ultimately released into streams, rivers, and finally the sea. It can then return to the
atmosphere through evaporation. The hydrologic cycle is the basis of the watershed
function.
Why is watershed planning important?

Planning decisions directly effect watershed

health. Often, land use decisions are made on a site-specific basis and do not adequately
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address the impacts on the natural system. Planning on a watershed basis provides the
unique opportunity to utilize natural boundaries and to consider natural system functions
for protection of human health and safety, and preservation of the environment. Flooding
is a good example. When land is developed, the impervious surface of the landscape is
increased thereby reducing the watershed's storage capacity. lithe capacity is drastically
reduced, water is released to streams and rivers too quickly and flooding occurs. Use of
wetlands in landscaping and minimization of impervious surfaces will enhance storage
within the watershed during storm events.
The proposed amendments to the Clean Water Act require resource management agencies to
address nonpoint source pollution on a comprehensive basis. To date, diffuse pollutants,
such as urban runoff, have not been regulated and have gone largely unaddressed by the
planning community. Planning on a watershed basis is an excellent strategy for coping
with nonpoint source pollution.

What is an atlas? An atlas is a collection of maps, charts, tables, and data that
systematically illustrates a particular subject or area.

Th~

atlases for this watershed project

will provide infonnation on specific watersheds, including existing land uses such as
parks, residential, commercial or industrial; natural landscapes including wetlands, riparian
areas, streams, vegetation and topography; demographic profiles such as population
density, household types, median income, median house value, and vehicles per
household; and textual background such as watershed history and activities of agencies and
other groups.
The atlases will utilize maps to illustrate infonnation in a manner that is useful to several
audiences.
"When the fundamental importance of perceiving real and imagined space is
compared to what passes for most mapping today, a huge separation is
apparent. In our consumer society, mapping has become an activity
primarily reserved for those in power, used to delineate the 'property' of
nation states and multinational companies. The making of maps has become
dominated by specialists who wield satellites and other complex machinery.
The result is that although we have great access to maps, we have also lost
the ability ourselves to conceptualize, make, and use images of place ... II
We quote from the opening chapter of Boundaries of Home, by Doug Abedey, because it
best delineates our sense that the understanding and use of maps is critical to participating
in the planning process in the late twentieth century. Maps can provide a basis for

understanding not only current realities, but the direction that alternate futures may take. It
is our hope that documents we create will be designed in such a way that they will
empower citizens through infonnation.

Project Objectives:
1.

To provide an organized infonnation base for Metro planners to use in the Region
2040 planning process. The project will support the Regional Planning Framework
and flag critical land use issues.

2.

To encourage the use of watersheds as a fundamental unit of planning by promoting
the inclusion of watersheds (and open space) in a broader infrastructure
perspective.

3.

To close the gap between existing technical data and the different infonnation needs
of planners, community activists and decision-makers. The atlases will provide
watershed specific infonnation, including existing land uses, natural landscapes,
demographic profiles, and textual background.

4.

To facilitate public participation (and meet the requirements of Statewide Planning
Goal 1) by soliciting input from target audiences during the development of the
atlases.

5.

To develop a model process for future production of additional urban watershed
atlases.

6.

To maintain good communication among our group members and between our
group and our clients.

7.

In general, to urge people to act responsibly, to promote a stewardship ethic, and to
discourage insensitive development.

The Workplan:
The following workplan outlines goals and tasks which meet the objectives of this project.
A goal is a specific manifestation of an objective in the fonn of a product. A task is a
workload item that is performed in order to meet the goal. Team members have been given
responsibility as lead person for tasks; they will not necessarily perform the task
themselves but will ensure that it is accomplished in a comprehensive and timely manner.
Timelines are also indicated for each task. WG is a shorthand expression for our Watershed
Group; USC for Urban Streams Council; CUS for Center for Urban Studies.

":

Goal 1:

Consistent and Regular Interaction with Clients

Description:

The WG group will be in regular communications with Metro and
faculty advisors. While this is not a tangible product, we feel that it is an
important realization of one of our objectives. The WG group is
committed to a professional relationship with the client as described in
the II relationship to client" portion of this proposal.

Task 1:

Meetings with Metro and the Urban Streams Council.
The meetings will be chance for the group, Metro and the USC to
comment on progress and refine the ultimate appearance and
documentation in the Metropolitan Area Watershed Profile (goal 1) and
the Atlases Goal 3.
Team Captain (rotating).
3 hours per meeting (biweekly).
Week 1 to Week 10.

Description:

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 2:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Meetings with Professor Ozawa and Professor Howe.
The professors will provide criticism and knowledge from a theoretical
and practical perspective on planning practice.
Team Captain (rotating).
1 hour per meeting (weekly).
Week 1 to Week 10.

Goal 2:

Baseline profile of Portland's 26 watersheds.

Task 1:

Obtain existing maps from Metro GIS center.
Metro may be in possession of watershed maps that would be helpful in
determining methodology and criteria for the profile.
Elizabeth Mros
7 days.
Week 1.

Description:

Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 2:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Tilne:
Timeline:

Task 3:
Description:

Lead Person:

Familiarize ourselves with ARCVIEW.
ARCVIEW is a user-friendly display system for GIS databases. Alex
Welsch and Doug Strickler can give the rest of the group a tutorial.
Doug Strickler.
2 sessions, 1.5 hours each.
Week 1.
Obtain Watershed database from Metro (Dave Dresher); make
arrangements for workspace.
Although the Metro GIS center will be responsible for helping the WG
to produce maps and analyze data, the team would like to have ready
access to data either at PSU or at Metro. Metro and the WG will have to
determine whether workspace at Metro is appropriate or whether
workspace should be reserved at PSU in the CUS GIS lab.
Alex Welsch.
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Estimated Time:
Timeline:

1 hour.
Week -3 to Week 1.

Task 4:

Determine methodology for watershed categorization.
The WG must develop some expertise in how the attributes of
watersheds and their elements determine an overall classification. The
WG foresees interviewing experts from DEQ, Metro, the Urban
Streams Council, and the Johnson Creek Watershed Council. This,
coupled with research in urban watershed management will yield both
quantitative and qualitative indicators. The thorniest part of the
classification will be ranking qualitative data; for example, level of
community activism.
Elizabeth Dimmick.
TBD; this task will have to be further defined.
Week -3 to Week 2.

Description:

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 5:
Description:

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 6:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 7:
Description:

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 8:

Evaluate existing data for completeness and relevance.
The WG has already observed a lack of critical data - example pollution
levels in watershed elements - in Metro's database. The WG must
further compare existing database to needs expressed in interviews and
research.
Scott Kaden.
25 hours (5 hours each).
Week 1 to Week 2.
Fill gaps in database.
Depending on need and feasibility, the WG will obtain additional
summary data on watersheds and their elements.
Elizabeth Mros.
TBD.
Week 3.
Analysis and Mapping.
The WG will examine data to determine patterns in watersheds. Maps
will be made portraying the different attributes in the database.
Cartographic techniques, such as choropleth mapping, will be used to
determine correlations; for example landuse compared to pollution
problems, or vegetation compared to income.
Doug Strickler.
50 hours (10 hours each).
Week 2 to Week 3.

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Due: Draft Watershed Profile (typology).
Categorize watersheds into groups based dominant characteristics. The
product of the typology will be a map and text (roughly 10 pages)
describing methods of analysis and results.
Alex Welsch.
20 hours.
end of Week 3.

Task 9:

Finalize Watershed Profile (typology).

Description:

UPA LlBRARY

Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Metro and the USC will provide input on the profile. The WG will
make final modifications and publish.
USC, Steve Johnson, Rosemary Furfey and Scott Kaden.
1 week.
final comments due back to WG end of Week 4.

Goal 3:

Three atlases based on the typology. Products are
individual watersheds atlases.

Description:

We will conduct an in-depth analysis of the selected watershed for each
atlas. It will move beyond the typology (land uses, communities,
natural landscapes, demographics) and portray the findings of our
research. The tasks below will be conducted for each watershed.

Task 1:

Develop methodology.
Develop a methodology for development of the atlas. Obtain examples
of atlases. Set up workshop with Ric Vrana and Ken Dueker for
advice. Obtain sources cartography.
Elizabeth Dimmick.
TBD.
Week 1 to Week 4

Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task
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Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 3:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 4:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 5:
Description:
Lead Person:

Develop format.
Identify layout, graphics, and visuals appropriate for inclusion in the
atlas.
Doug Strickler.
10 hours and on going effort.
Week 2 to Week 7.
Select individual watersheds
Watersheds will be selected for atlas development based on the
typology, Metro's priorities, and WG recommendations.
Elizabeth Mros.
2 hours (meeting to confirm choice from goal 1, task 9).
end of Week 4.
Site visits to three selected sheds.
Group will visit shed sites to increase understanding of topography and
unique characteristics of each shed and for field verification.
Shed One: Alex Welsch, Shed Two: Elizabeth Mros, Shed Three: Scott
Kaden.
15 hours.
WeekS.
Data collection.
Collect textual background information including history, bibliography,
and agencies. Interview relevant stakeholders.
Shed One: Alex Welsch, Shed Two: Elizabeth Mros, Shed Three: Scott
Kaden.

Estimated Time:
Timeline:

100 hours.
Week 5 through Week 8.

Task 6:

Obtain input.
Obtain input from all three audiences (planners, community activists,
and decision makers) regarding information needs. [A plan for input
will be developed.]
Elizabeth Dimmick.
25 hours.
Week 5 (and as needed),

Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 7:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 8:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 9:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Task 10:
Descriptioh:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Goal 4:
Task 1:
Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Tune:
Timeline:

Task 2:
Description:

Determine display.
Determine how to best display the data (maps, tables, text, photos,
etc.).
Doug Strickler.
10 hours.
Week 6 through Week 8.
Flag planning issues.
Analyze the potential planning problems relevant to each specific
watershed and flag them for Metro's attention.
Elizabeth Mros.
12 hours.
Week 7.
Mapflagged issues.
Determine the best way to identify the flagged issues graphically and
map them.
Alex Welsch.
20 hours.
Week 8.
Due: Draft watershed atlas.
Produce a draft watershed atlas (includes writing of text and assembly
of maps and other visuals).
Doug Strickler.
120 hours.
Week 7 through 9.

Documentation on Typology and Atlas Methodology
Recording sources ofinformation and methodologies used.
The WG is conscious of the fact that the three atlases are models.
Documentation will assist the next.generation of cartographers.
Elizabeth Dimmick.
Ongoing.
Week 5 (typology) and Week 10 (atlases).
Flow Chart
The WG will produce a flow chart illustrating methods used goals 1
and goal 2 products.
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Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Doug Strickler.
5 hours.
Week 5 (typology) and Week 10 (atlases).

Task 3:

Data Dictionary.

Description:

A data dictionary is a document describing the fields and relationships in
a database. The WG and Metro will be creating new and modifying
existing databases. The WG will cooperate with Metro GIS staff in
producing the dictionary.
Metro and Elizabeth Mros.
5 hours.
Week 10.

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Goal 5:
Description:

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Goal 6:

List of Recommendations for Disseminating Atlas
information to the General Public.
The WG would like to recommend to Metro and the Urban Streams
Council that the information collected and illustrated in the Atlas
ultimately belongs to the community. Therefore the WG will provide a
short paper listing recommendations for disseminating the geographic
and institutional information to the public. The aim is to introduce
watershed and planning concepts to the public in public spaces that
are not obviously connected to water issues. The provision of basic
maps and concept diagrams at Tri -Met bus stops, at Pioneer Courthouse
Square, or the US West Telephone Directory are examples that the WG
would like to pursue.
Elizabeth Dimmick.
10 to 20 hours.
Week 1 to Week 10.

Publication of an article on our project discussing
the use of watershed considerations as a basis for
decision-making

Task 1:

Write and edit article.

Description:
Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:

Review our project and write article detailing process and conclusions.
Scott Kaden.
20 hours.
Week 10.

.

Task 2:

Contact publishers.

Description:

Develop a list of potential publishers and contact them regarding the
specifics of getting an article published.
Elizabeth Mros.
4 hours.
Week 3 to Week 10.

Lead Person:
Estimated Time:
Timeline:
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Project Time Line

Pre Winter Quarter

Week 1; Jan 2 - 6

Week 2; Jan 9 • 13

Week 3; Jan 16 • 20

Week 4; Jan 23 • 27

Week 5; Jan. 30 • Feb. 3

Contact Metro to discuss project
Contact Metro to set up GIS tutorials

Class - Wed., Jan. 4, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)

Class - Wed., Jan. 11, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)

Class - Wed., Jan. 16,4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)

Class - Wed., Jan. 25, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)

Class - Wed., Feb. 1, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)

Meeting wI Metro (TBD)(1/1)

Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2) Meeting wI Metro (TBD)(111)

Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2)

Obtain Watershed database from
Metro's GIS staff (Dave Dresher)(213)
Determine methodology for watershed
categorization(2/4)

c:
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Meeting wI Metro (TBD)(1/1)

Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2 Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2)

Obtain existing maps from Metro GIS
center(2/1)

Revision of Watershed Profile
Finalize Watershed Profile (typology);
comments back to WG from clients(219\ (reflecting comments)

Determine methodology for watershed
categorization12/4 )
Fill gaps in database(216)
Evaluate existing data for
Firm familiarization with ARCVIEW (212) completeness and relevance(215)
Analysis and mapping(217)
Obtain Watershed database from Metro's
Due: Draft Watershed Profile
GIS staff (Dave Dresher)(213)
Analysis and mapping(217)
(typology) (2/8)
Determine methodology for watershed
categorization (2/4)
Develop atlas methodology(3/1)
Develop atlas methodology(311)
Evaluate existing data for completeness
and relevance (215)
Develop atlas format(312)
Develop atlas format(3/2)
Contact places where atlases might be Investigate public involvement
Set interviews for selected
opportunities (?)
distributed (phone book ?)
watersheds (7)
Make contacts for public involvement
in selected watersheds (?)

Schedule public involvement meetings
Write material for Steve Johnson Forward to Directory

Week 6; Feb. 6·10

Week 7; Feb. 13 • 17

Week 8; Feb. 20 • 24

Week 10; Mar. 6 • 10

Class - Wed., Feb. 6, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)
Meeting wi Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2)

Class - Wed., Feb.
Firm Staff Meeting
Meeting wI Metro
Meeting wI Deb &

Class - Wed., Mar.
Class - Wed., Feb. 22, 4:00-6:30
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)
Firm Staff Meeting
Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2) Meeting wI Metro
Meeting wI Deb &

Develo~

Atlas format(3/~
Data collection for Atlases (31St
Determine Display (317)
GIS Work

Develop atlas format(3/2)
Data collection for atlases (3/5)
Determine Display (317)
Flag planning issues (318)

Data collection for atlases (3/5)
Determine Display (317)
Map flagged issues (319)
Assemble atlas

Interviews
Confirm public forum
Publicize public involvement

Interviews
GIS Work
Publicize public involvement

Publicize public involvement (?)

15, 4:00-6:30
(TBD)
(TBD)(1I1)
Connie (TBD)(1/2)

Week 9; Feb. 27 • Mar. 3

Develop atlas format(3/2)

Develop atlas format(3/2)
Site visits to three selected
watersheds(314)

Select individual watersheds(3/3)

Data collection for atlases (3/5)

Interview for selected watersheds

Obtain Input (316)(and as needed)

Develop atlas methodology(3/1)

1, 4:00-6:30
Class - Wed., Mar. 8, 4:00-6:30
(TBD)
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)
(TBD)(1/1)
Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2)
Connie (TBD)(1/2

Due: Draft Watershed Atlases
(3/10)
Review and edit atlases
Atlases to printer

Meeting wI Deb & Connie (TBD)(112)!

Atlases complete
Public forums scheduled (7)
Write and edit article (6/1)
Contact publishers (612)

Week 11; Mar. 13·17
Firm Staff Meeting (TBD)
Meeting wi Deb & Connie (TBD)(1/2)

Class presentation (?)
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The numbers that follow most of the task designations are a reference to the Work Plan. (goal number! task number)
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APPENDIX MATERIALS
Firm Organization:
In the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only
what we understand, and we will understand only what we are
taught." Baba Dioum
"We must lookfunny to Someone. Tumbling through the universe
locked in a death grip with our tiny ball Earth and ripping her busily
to pieces, ... Think of her new. An unspoiled country lying open to
the sun. Think of oceans ofbeauty, instead ofscattered puddles,
muddy and drying up. Terry Russell
/I

This fIrm is dedicated to improving the stewardship of our natural resources. Our
organization is widely recognized as a team of equals, with no hierarchy, and a clear
commitment to mutual respect and support. Consensus decision-making will remain the
cornerstone of the firm's deliberation process. Teams of at least two associates will work
on all major project tasks. Each associate will maintain an "open-door" policy; no associate
will work in a vacuum.
Weekly staff meetings will provide an opportunity for associates to share planning
challenges which require firm-wide attention. Staff meetings will also provide a forum
where associates can share planning experiences, discuss firm management, and offer each
other support and advice. Such meetings will capitalize on the wide range of skills and
talents that each member brings to the team. Each staff meeting will be led by a captain and
that designation will rotate each week so that all associates share in the leadership role.

Firm Members:
Elizabeth Dimmick

Elizabeth brings to the group practical experience in resource

management and protection, as well as a strong environmental ethic. She has a special
interest in the preservation of urban natural areas and in the key role they play for urban
residents, particularly children. She views the shaping of an education component for
Metro's Regional Framework Plan as an exciting challenge and an important contribution to
watershed planning in the Portland Metropolitan Area.
Elizabeth received a BS degree in behavioral science from Lewis and Clark College and
subsequently studied biology at Portland State University. She is currently a candidate for
a graduate degree in environmental planning from Portland State University. She has
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worked for the Department of Environmental Quality for five years and is currently a
member of the non-point source pollution prevention team in the DEQ's Water Quality
Division. Elizabeth serves on the Board of Directors for the Oregon Association of
Environmental Professionals and enjoys skiing, backpacking, biking and traveling.

Scott Kaden Scott contributes to the organization legal research and technical writing
skills and a background in land-use planning. Scott has a keen interest in natural resource
planning and enjoys studying and promoting environmental causes, such as the
preservation of wetlands and the protection of urban natural areas. He hopes this document
will help integrate environmental values in Metro's Region 2040 Regional Framework
Plan.
Scott holds BA degrees in political science and business administration from the University
of Washington and is a candidate for a master's degree in urban and regional planning at
Portland State. He is a member of the City Club of Portland and Bergfreunde Ski Club and
enjoys hiking, skiing, reading and traveling. Scott is a faculty member at Portland State.

Elizabeth Mros Elizabeth brings to the team a high degree of enthusiasm, familiarity
with Portland's land use codes, and the ability to see things in a broad context. This broad
view has led to her concern and activism regarding environmental issues.
She received a BA degree in Political Science from the University of Oregon with emphasis
on Latin America and women's studies. She has worked as a field manager and
administrative assistant for OSPIRG, as a planning consultant for Western Advocates, and
an intern for the city of Lake Oswego. Currently, she is performing land use and
environmental planning for David Evans and Associates, Inc.

Doug Strickler Doug has a strong interest in environmental land use issues and feels a
deep commitment to public education and involvement. He brings experience in regional
land use issqes (a nine-month internship with the Columbia Gorge Commission), a love of
the outdoors and a deeply felt environmental ethic to his work with the finn. He is excited
about the prospect of breaking new ground locally in developing the awareness of
watersheds as a means to help increase citizens' sense of their place in the region and their
responsibility to that place.

Doug received a BA degree in Architecture from the University of California at Berkeley,
but decided that his interest really lies in much larger issues than individual buildings. Doug
is in the second year of his work toward a master's degree in Urban and Regional
Planning. He brings the skills of visual conceptualization, graphic design, a basic
familiarity with Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and over twenty years of work
experience in a variety of settings. He is currently involved in a project to develop decision
making guidelines based on principles of sustainability for a rapidly growing jurisdiction in
the Portland metropolitan area. His interests are wide-ranging and include bicycling,
hiking, backpacking, singing, cross-country skiing, photography and woodworking.

Alex Welsch

Alex is currently studying urban and regional planning at Portland State

University. Before beginning his graduate studies, Alex received a BA in political
economy followed by several years of work experience in fmandal and computer services.
At PSU, Alex has concentrated in two areas - urban industrial policy and urban natural
resources. Alex hopes to continue doing research in these two areas to explore and define
state-of-the-art policy oriented toward incorporating environmental ethics into community,
urban and regional planning.
Watershed planning presents many challenges at these three levels (community, town, and
region). In addition to technical skills, planners need to have a political perspective to
allow for an understanding of conflicts that may arise over water issues. Alex brings
perspective to the group in addition to in depth knowledge of GIS.

Relationship with Clients:
Our firm intends to deliver planning services with the highest level of professionalism...
and, in return, we expect to be treated like professionals by our clients. We intend to
maintain open communication channels with our clients. Various methods of
communication will be encouraged including fax, e-mail, voice mail, Internet, and tele
conferencing.
We have made tentative plans to meet with adjunct clients on a weekly basis. Our meeting
schedule with Metro, our principal client, will be determined at a later date in accordance
with the demands of the project. There will also be a weekly meeting of the firm to review
completed work, discuss work in progress, and set the tasks for the coming week.
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We anticipate advice and feedback from our clients; we hope to provide the same in return.
We expect the relationship to be a mutually rewarding and beneficial experience.
The five members of the fmn will, collectively, commit a total of between 60 - 80 hours per
week to the project over the course of the Winter Quarter at PSU (an average of 12-16
hours per member per week).We consider the project a central element in providing us with
a grounding in professional planning experience as well as fulfilling the requirements for
our respective MURP degrees.

Relationship with the AICP -Code of Ethics:
Our project will take place in a context that is shaped not only by our individual ethical
standards, but by that of the AICP code of ethics. These ethics will apply to our
relationship with our clients, the public interest, the planning profession, and ourselves.

In our dealings with our client, we will adhere to the code by not accepting work which
cannot be performed within the time required. Also, we will take care not to misrepresent
the skills and abilities our team brings to the project. We have made a conscious effort to
understand what is expected of our team, and accept the clients' decisions concerning the
objectives of the project. We feel the clients' objectives are compatible with our own.
In regard to the public interest, this project will meet all ethical concerns. Our primary
objective in completing the atlases is to improve our community. Therefore, we will
consider long range consequences of present actions and interrelatedness of decisions. By
producing publicly accessible watershed atlases, we hope to create tools for protecting the
natural environment that will provide "full, clear, and accurate information on planning
issues to citizens", other planners, and government decision makers. We intend for our
product to be used by citizens of all backgrounds.

An exciting aspect of this project is its potential to enhance the profession. Currently, few
planners conceive of water resources in a comprehensive context. The common piecemeal
perception of this resource can and has led to poor planning. Our hope is that a
thoughtfully conceived and well-presented produet will help planning professionals to see
water resources in their appropriate context.
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Fin.ally, it is essential that the group lives up to its own ethical standards. Our fIrm's
internal ethics encourage team members to voice any discomfort or concern regarding the
project at any time. Furthermore, as individuals and as a team we will hold ourselves to the
highest level of professionalism. The project's theme will allow us to pursue our
commitment to the environment. Ethics are given meaning through action, and our
construction of these atlases gives meaning to our environmental ethic.

