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Indicators of the Metroscape

The Young, the Old, and the Single

by Elizabeth Morehead

ouseholds in our region are chang-
ing. Between 1990 and 2010, the
percentage of households with

children decreased while one-person house-
holds increased. In some, but not all coun-
ties, the percentage of households that in-
cluded seniors also increased.

In 2010, 32 percent of households in the
Portland MSA included children, down from
35 percent in 1990. The decreases ranged
from 4 percent in Washington County to 13
percent in Skamania County. But the largest
decreases, across all geographic areas, took
place between 2000 and 2010.

Between 1990 and 2010, the percentage of
households that included individuals 65 or
older fluctuated. The percentage decreased
for all geographic areas shown here between
1990 and 2000, although the decrease was
minimal for the nation as a whole. From
2000 to 2010, it increased between 1 and 4
percent in all counties except Multnomah
County, where the percentage decreased by
4 percent. In 2010, Yamhill and Columbia
counties had the highest percentages of
households with seniors.

While the percentage of one-person
households increased in all seven counties,
with the largest increases in Skamania and
Clackamas counties, the percentage of one-
person households in Multnomah County
increased least. Multnomah County, how-
ever, is the only county in the region where
over 30 percent of households were one-
person households in 1990, 2000 and 2010.
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