Portland State University

PDXScholar

Ernie Bonner Collection Oregon Sustainable Community Digital Library
7-13-1925

First National Bank Linnton letter

William Bowes

Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner

b Part of the Urban Studies Commons, and the Urban Studies and Planning Commons

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation
Bowes, William, "First National Bank Linnton letter" (1925). Ernie Bonner Collection. 122.
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner/122

This Correspondence is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Ernie Bonner
Collection by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. Please contact us if we can make this document more
accessible: pdxscholar@pdx.edu.


https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Foscdl_bonner%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/402?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Foscdl_bonner%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/436?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Foscdl_bonner%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.pdx.edu/services/pdxscholar-services/pdxscholar-feedback/?ref=https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner/122
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/oscdl_bonner/122?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Foscdl_bonner%2F122&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:pdxscholar@pdx.edu

July 13, 1925.

Mr. Sinelsir A. Wilson,
President, First National Bank of Linnton,
Linnton, Oregon.

Dear 3ir: ’
I have your letter of the 10th in regard to the
plans and development of Front Street.

There is no gquestion about the plan, as you have
mentioned in your letter, and it is the only plan that will per=-
mit oroperty owners along Front Street to keep their property
and develop it economically.

From the water to practically the line of Second Street
there have been no new buildings built in a guarter of & century.
The buildings that now occupy the ground are entirely inadequate
for modern business, therefore, rentals arc at a very low ebb.
Many property owners are not receiving sufficient from them-to
pay their taxes, but we always find oprositien from this class
of owners to any projeet that means expenditure of la-ge sums
of money. Tney realize tneir property is 2 liesbility at the
vresent time, but they hesitate to spend more money %to bring
it to a paying basis,

I am fully slive to the large devalcnment of the City
of Portland. I believe our city will contlnue to grow and
develop irrespective of a certain group of pecple who are
erying about heavy taxes, and trying to discredit public of-
ficials when they ftry to do the big thing, however, you will
agree with me that publie officials cannot move:faster nor
taink faster than the public, aud it is through such men as
you who see the possibility of development that public sen-
tinent must be molded, so that city officials may feel that
their efforts are belng appreciated, and it is necesgssary for
the forward looking business men of ths community to do as you
heve done ~ approve the sfforts of the public officialm =~
and in this way public sentiment will be turmed from crii}eism

to zpproval. ,x.

The present City Counceil 1s endesavoring ja do the big
things that they see are neeessary to be done in keeping with
the progress of a big city. When you realize that in the last
four years property owners have practically spent one hundred
millions for buildings in the City of Sortland, and about ten



S AW,

millions in streets and sewers, we can begin to realize
that the citiszens of our great City believe in Portland,
when they are willing to bond themselves to the last dollar
in order to get the necessary improvements, however, these
improvements =are largely on the Eaat Side, waere it is es~
timeted 75% »r more of the people residae.

The dest 3ide, which was once the great City of
Portland, seems to have dropped into a rut, and permitted
business to move from the West Side to the Hast Side, Thege
business: interests have moved there because of the betfer fa~
gilities for transacting business on the East Side than on the
West Side, I have been told by some of the Front Street mer-
chants that their cartage bills for hauling to and from the
Street was approximately as much as their rent was., It has
almost ‘hecome a necessity, rezardless of expense, to improve
Front Street so as %o provide proper facilities for the trans-
action of ausinass, end 1f this is no% done the business will
move to the fast 3ide, wrhere traffie¢ and trensvortation is at
thely command,

Again ‘I thenk you for taking the time to express your
appreciagtion of one of the big things we are tryingz to do to
ra-claim the West Side business distrief. I know this district
like £ book; was on the Street 25 years, and there has not been
& new boerd placed on the 3treet during that time, and I trust
this first move to re~claim Front Street preperty will recieve
the hearty eooperation of business interest tnat are progress~
ive in the City of Portland.

A

Yours very truly,

COMMIS3ION:ZR OF PUBLIC WORKS.
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