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Passion Projects and Desire Tralils




Kindle for Christmas in 2009
Smartphone in 2010
Too many unread articles, documents, reports, etc.

Desire to learn about ebooks and edocuments
(edocs)

...when | want to learn about something, | sometimes
work on it and then arrange to teach it.



The Prequel:
Packaged Paper for Digital Devices




Class was too unfocused — both ereaders/apps and
basic-basic ebook creating/managing, and not
enough of either

Not enough hands-on ; too much, too fast

Not enough concrete material for taking home and
trying it out (how-to handouts)

The software



Things happened and | didn’t return to this project
until late 2013...

Thought about how to improve it and make it better,
more focused

Emphasis on creating and managing basic (not professional)
ebooks

Provide different paths, based on particular purpose
Some just wanted an overview

Some just want to save articles they found on the Web and read
them later on their ereading device

Some wanted to convert new or previously-created material to
ebook format(s)



Workshopping

O




The Classes

O




Teaching the Class: Ebooks Part 1

O

» Basic Overview of File Formats, DRM, etc.
» Focus on Freely Available Tools (some freemium)

» “Low Threshold” tools:

“Read it Later” services: InstaPaper, Readlists, Pocket,
GrabMyBooks, etc. => sending edocs to your device (directly
or via download and sideload)

On-the-fly converters: 2EPub, dotEPUB, etc.

Issues of privacy, security, etc. because these documents are stored
on someone elses’ servers...

Class website: http://liboguides.wsulibs.wsu.edu/creatingbasicebooks




Libraries - Guide

Search It Find Articles My Accoun
W5SU Libraries » LibCuides & WSU Libraries » Creating Basic Ebooks Admin 5ig

Creating Basic Ebooks

Last Updated: Mar 6, 2014 | URL: hitp:ilibguides.wsulibs.wsu.edulcreatingbasicebooks | & Print Guide | [EEmail Alerts

| Home || What is an EBook? || EDocuments || The Cover | Creating EBooks - 2 || Conwverting & Managing

| EBook Readers and EReading Apps ” Sharing EBooks |i_R:=;sources for Going Pro || Me ” Demo Downloads |

Creating EBooks -1 &7 Commentsi0) & Print Page Search: This Guide ¥ || Sea
Read It Later Services About This Type of Ebook/Edoc Creator Other Converters
+ InstaPaper Most oﬁhe tools on this pag_e will provi_de you with basicebooks fqr}.rour own persor_]al ar + Stanza Deskiop
professional use, but they will not provide anyting close to professional ebook files, i.e. Stanza also has apps for the

« Readlists books for sale on an ebookstore. iPhone/iPod Touch and iPad.
Readlists iz a Readability (read
pretty} product; you can also c ts (0} » NMobiPocket
=end individual webpages to etishal) Reader/Creator
your Nook or Kindle directfy from The .Mobi format can be read
Readability once you create a by Kindles.

free account. =
Browser-Based ePub and Mobi Converters . EasyReaderEasyProduc

* Pocket er
Your content will be temporarily on someaone else’s server - dont use these tools for digital talking book creation
* GraoMyBooks proprietary or sensitive information! All of these services allow you to upload documents and reading
Firefox and Android. for conversion - dont click on any Download buttons!
"GrabMyBooks iz a firefox plugin * How Can | Create EPUB
that allows you to grat.r content « 2EPub (Firefax) Files for My Books (via
from e et st ecely clovelt “2EPUB allows you to convert PDF, doc and other types of documents & books to ePub Stanza)
it in an ePub file fully compatible format._" 25 MB limit More options for

with your reader.” Note; weblinks creating/converting ebooks

are NOT live; you can edit as you » EPUb2Ga (Firefox)
ge, L.e. adding your own Users without an account are limited to 2 MB; create an account to convert PDFs less than or = Creating ePub Files with
netes/context. equal to 30 MB; Only non-vector images are converted; Tables are not converted. Pages (Apple}
. Can converticreate epub
+ Sendfo Kindle - iiiConverter (iPod Touch, iPhane and iPadj (Firefox) files
(i Ve 00 =cinc: e ol Converts to EPUB - can be read on other EPUB-reading devices as well
won't work with Instapaper - the « Pdflasher
file is immediatiey converted and » dotEPUB (Chrome) Free for the first 40 hours?
sent directly to your Kindle Converts individual articles, blog posts, etc. to EPUB and saves on your computer. Limited to 3 Offers more granular PDF
device; it will download mb per article. conversion options, including

automatically via wifi. eliminating columns.

Comments (0} s Scrivener (5)
This software can be used
for writing a novel, a script,
or an academic paper. The
convert-to-EPUB part is just
a small piece of its
functionality.

Comments (0}

* [Books Author (from




Teaching the Class: Ebooks Part 2

» Using Sigil — “Free and open source software under
GPLv3; Multi-platform: runs on Windows, Linux

iy 8 W feats - b e - w M - -t B s . o
M File Edit Inset Format Sesrch  Tools  View Window Help
al l aC EEE ¢ X O ld [ @ @30 & ee Q W=y S
i) z] o] [oa] us] o] [o] [B] .4 A & A, g EI[E]E E EE & (&) [ ] [s] [
Bckionser I [ Ty ——_ Mbcofconeny 8 X
4 | Tet | || Sumemes Reads, Washingtan Style
& covershtml " A tew book blatbs
€ e Summer Reads, Washington Style
B TOC.d d
B Sectiond00Lhtm . . ; . .
€ Section002htm The four corners of Washington create spectacular opportunities for literature, whether fiction, poetry, or nonfiction.
x's Included in this display are examples of books that are either set in Washington State or written by Washingtonians. Mot
s all of these are available at the WSU Libraries, so consider Summit and your local public library as well (Neill Public
Audic Library, Latah Public Library, and the Whitman County Libraries) -- or purchase your own personal copy at a local
e bookstore!
| tocne
L) content.opf You can find quarterly selections of Washington Reads from the Washington State Librarian at:

htp:/iwww.secstate wa govilibrary/wa_reads/QuarterlyBookList.aspx,

You can find listings of 2008 and earlier winners of the Washington State Book Awards (poetry, fiction,
history/biography, general nonfiction, picture books and young adult novels) at:
Wi l.org/default. asp?pagelD=audienc ent_w:

And if none of these strike your fancy, here are some book recommendation database tools:

WSU Libraries : Fiction Catalog

Selective annotated list of fiction for adulis Includes bath established and contemporary warks either written in or translated into English (Also, ask at the Referance
Desk lor a copy of cur Headers Advisory. Finding & Book lo Head for Pleasure handoul!)

Neill Public Library: Novelist Plus

NoveLisl Plus s a comprehensive onling readers’ adwsory tool. Using NoveList Flus, you can search among hundreds of thousands of pepular hchon and readable
L Lnnefictinn titlae_and alen ratrisus authar read alikae hook licte honk discoseion ouidac_and mars Do wau nasd hale finding that nafact hoaok? Parhans us're. el
‘nllcdation Reauts & x




Can use to edit a previous document into ebook
format (requires conversion to as-clean-as-possible
HTML)

Can use to create an ebook from scratch

Creates and supports in EPUB2 format

Edit in book view (WYSIWYG) and (with more
control) in code view

Has a community of users at

Can be used to create professional-quality ebooks —
though that is not what we were doing



Libraries - Gmdes

Search It Find Articles My Accounts
WSU Libraries » LibGuides & WSU Libraries » Creating Basic Ebooks Admin Sign In

Creating Basic Ebooks

Last Updated: Mar &, 2014 URL: hitpelilibguides.wsulibs wsu.eduicreatingbasicebooks & Print Guide = Email Alerts

| Home || What is an EBook? || EDocuments | The Cover || Creating EBooks - 1 | | Cunvertlng&l"lanaglng

| EBook Readers and EReading Apps || Sharing EBooks || Resources for Going Pro || Me || Demo Duwnloads |

Creating EBooks -2 & comments(0) & Print Page Search: This Guide ¥ || Search
EPUB Validators Sigil Other Tools
In order to make your ebooks available for saleffree in Sigil can be used by beginners (like us!) butitis also used by « iBooks Author
public marketplaces such as those operated by professionals. We'er focusing on free or low-costtools; many Create ebooks optimized for the
Amazon, Barnes & Moble, Apple, efc., your ebook professional ebook creators/publishers use Adobe InDesign (very iPadfiPhone; supports multimedia
must meet certain standards. To test your ebook, you expensivel).
will use a Yalidator. Sigil has a built-in validator, but * Scrivener [5)
you prabably should (or will have to) test your book « Sigil Can check it out with a free trial -
with an extiernal validator andfor the validator can export writing to various
associated with each particular ebookstore. Mate: In » Sigil Users Guide - online format formats, including M3 Word, EPUB,
this class we are making basic ebooks, not intended o - _ and mobi.
for distribution/sale through these sources, so + Sigil Users Guide -in EPUB ebook form .
validating is not as impartant, Includes tutorials to walk you through creating a Sigi ebook. Has « Pages (Apple)
more advanced material than we covered. Tutorials start here;
Useful tips start here. + Writer2EPUB and LibreOffice
= epubcheck Writer2epub aliows you to take any
"EpubCheck iz a tool to validate EPUB files. |t can « Mobilereads Sigil Farum file created in (open source Word
detect many types of errors in EPUB. OCF container atternative) LibreQffice (or that can
structure, OPF and OPS mark-up, and internal be read in LibreOffice) and convert
reference consistency are checked. EpubCheck can Comments (0) it to EPUB. The file can then be
be run as a standalone command-line tool or used as edited in Sigil and converted to
a Java library.” From Smashwords How to Fix other ebook formats using Calibre.
epubcheck Errors
Resources for Further Study s ePubPack
+ [nternational Digital Publishing Forum EFUB | haven't used this one, but it is a
Validator (beta) The more you know HTMLXML coding and C38 (cascading style free, open source tool that wil
sheets) the better your ebooks and edocuments will be. If you want Cieaie i ETE o Bena
Comments (0) to sell or distribute your created ebook on a ebookstore like ;“u"{er' Requires .NET framework
Amazon, iTunes or B&N, you *must* be proficient in these to be :
able to write code taht will pass through ebookstores code « BCib

validators.

» 2Cub Portable
* W3Schools Online

A great resource for learning HTML, CS5, etc. + MobiPocket Reader/Creator
"Create Content for PDA and
+ Webmonkey - The Web Developers Resource | Wired.com Smartphone users” - this creates
IMore on learning HTHL. stc. edocs and ebooks that can be read

on a Kindle or using Kindle readers.

Comments (0}
Comments {0}




Teaching the Class: Managing Your Ebooks

» Using calibre

About calibre

Features History Contact Contributors Press

calibre is a free and open source e-book library management application developed by users of e-books for users of
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+ Downloading news from the web and
+ Comprehensive e-book viewer
+ Content server for online access to your book collection
E-book editor for the major e-book formats

nverting it inte e-book form




I_1 calibre - || Calibre Library ||

Viewed our ebooks created in Sigil (and discussed issues of how
different devices display the same code)

Used to convert created EPUB files to .mobi (for viewing on
Kindle)

Looked at metadata options within calibre, including genre, tags,
ratings, series, etc. (mostly for personal use, vs Sigil metadata)

Moved ebooks to dewces discussed use for managing all ebooks

E- O @& O\ @"? 0 -6 ¥

Add books Edit metadata Convert books Get books Fetch news Remove books Calibre Library Save to disk Connect/sharev  Preferences
M virtusl Library | | o For Advance tton to the left v got
v | Fnd A 2 0
Title Author(s) M Size (MB) Rating Tags Series Publicher My own Ir
> & Authors35] 1
. 2 ' Zoo City Lauren Beukes 09 africa, animalled, Fantasy, huren, pu... Angry Rebot
» I3 languages [1]
.. 3 | Conspiracy Lindsay Buroker 16 steampunk
I Series [0] 4 Encrypted Burcker, Lindsay 04 Fantasy, indie, steampunk
> Y Formats [8] 5 Flash Gold {a steampunk novella set in the Yukon) (The Flash G... Buroker, Lindsay 0.2 indie, steampunk Lindsay Buroker
p— 6 Hunted [The Flash Gold Chronicles] Lindsay Buroker 04 indie, steampunk Lindsay Buroker
> [ Publisher [15]
7 Graceling Cashore, Kristin 05 Fantasy Houghton Mifflin ...
) Rating [2] 8  Learning Perspectives 2010 MASIE Center 39 teachingandlearnin Public Domain Books
9 9 9
Q News [0] 9 Pirate Cinema Cory Doctorow 19 IP. tech A Tom Doherty Ass...
10 Your Guide To Google Analytice Ryan Dube 28 oogle, tech
> &) Tags(56] AL 9 iy yan b goog!
11 The Civic Potential of Video Games (John D and Catherine T. M... Joseph KahneEllen Middaugh; Chris Evans 0.7 Monfiction, politics, tech, videogames Public Domain Books
> IBE Identifiers 5] 12 Agatha H. and the Airship City Phil Feglio; Kaja Feglio 04 Fantasy, Fiction, General, Humorous.., Night Shade Books
T My own Info [0] 13 Informing with the Case Method Grandon Gill 37 Monfiction Title: ;urr'tp Six and Other
14 Sigil User Guide - 0..6.0 draft Dave Heiland - ebook, editor, EPUE, Sigil Authors: P:OD[IESBEENJE:UD\
15 Young People, Ethics, and the New Digital Media: A Synthesis fr.. Carrie James 07 Nonfiction, tech Public Domain Bocks Formats: MOEI
16 The Secret World Chronicle Mercedes Lackey 29 Mercedes Lackey, Nazis, superheroe.. Tags: science fiction
17 A Short Histary of EBooks Marie Lebert 01 ebook Path:  Cick to open
18 Of Blood and Honey Stina Leicht 06 Fantasy Ford Street Publishi...
19 Magic for Beginners Kelly Link 05 Fantasy, science fiction, Short Fiction Small Beer Press



The Classes

O




Reviews

O




Planned Sequels

O

REGULAR EXPRESSIONS

» Keep Offering the Classes
oo |
Campus
Pullman Parks & Recreation — but  [esscrams) |msr we musie|| irowon Torba s ook s
. NEW SKILL T GoncocT | | HER ON VACATION! | | SOMETHING FORMATTED LIKE AN ADDRESS!
schedule later in the season! e ' YO J——
LETS ME SPVE THE DAY. f% %ﬂi
» Expand My Knowledge Base —
(going beyond “Basic” to DY S K e SIoNs
offer an Advanced class later | £ m
More HTML, XML B R
CSS &\;{ f
Regular Expressions /1

» Practicel

HTTP://XKCD.cOM/208/




Questions? Contact me!

oenglish@wsu.edu
@wsulorena
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