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Outline
❑Project Drawdown

❑Rwanda

❑The Climate Crisis

❑Investing in family planning and education

❑The Benefits of the investment



Project Drawdown
❑Drawdown is “the point in time when levels of greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere stop climbing and start to steadily decline” (Project 
Drawdown, 2020). 

❑Project Drawdown solutions use feasible technologies and practices 
to model scenarios that promote societal change that reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions between 2020 and 2050.

❑For family planning and education, two scenarios were compared.



Project Drawdown

SCENARIO 2

❑ Increased investments in and 
adoption of voluntary family 
planning and universal 
education.

❑ Nearly 70 gigatons of carbon 
dioxide equivalent emission 
reduction by 2050.

REFERENCE SCENARIO

❑ No additional investments 
and a continuation of current 
barriers to family planning 
and education 

❑ The status quo or all other 
things being equal



Rwanda: Resilience and Mitigation

“The Land of 1000 Hills”
      MacDermot, G. E. (2017, March 17)

Lake Kivu Serena Hotel, Rwanda
Timbuktu Travel. (n.d.) 



Kwita Izina - The Annual Naming Ceremony of 
The Gentle Vegetarian, Mountain Gorilla

Conservation is  Life

Conciatore, J. (2021, October 25)
Gorilla Doctors Staff. (2017, September 4)
Nakisozi, C. (2019, September 6)



100 days of the Rwanda 1994 Genocide

The genocide claimed the lives of at least 800,000 people, mostly Tutsi.



“Never Again” – Kigali Genocide Memorial

A Special 
Children 
Memorial 
dedicated to the 
children whose 
lives were ended 
viciously during 
the genocide.



“Never Again” – Kigali Genocide Memorial

“A visit to our loved ones to spend time together”



Why Rwanda?

What has it got to 
do with Climate 
Change?

During the War
❑Rape of women and girls was 

weaponized. 

❑Women were disproportionately 

burden at home.

❑Increased morbidity rate. 

❑Women and girls could not go to school 

or pursue higher education. 

❑Difficult for women to be independent. 



Why Rwanda?

What has it got to 
do with Climate 
Change?

After the War 
❑The government focused on gender 
development.

❑Provided opportunities and finance for 
women’s education. 

❑Currently, 61% of women serve in 
Rwanda’s parliament.

❑Rwandan women are leaders in 
business and in all sectors of society and 
the economy. 



O’Neill, A. (2022, June 1). Rwanda - Gross domestic product (GDP) 1987-2027 | Statista. Statista. https://www.statista.com/statistics/452123/gross-domestic-

product-gdp-in-rwanda/

❑ Rwanda is 
one of the 
best places to 
do business 
in Africa

❑ Among the 
top five least 
corrupt 
countries in 
Africa.

Rwanda GDP 1987-2027*

*Projections



The Climate Crisis

Chu, J. (2017, March 16)



Credit: Chart: The Conversation/CC-BY-ND Source: Our World In Data, Global Carbon Project



Global Carbon Project. Retrieved from https://robbieandrew.github.io/GCB2022/ 

https://robbieandrew.github.io/GCB2022/


Mattapan CHC. (n.d.). Family Planning 



Education and Empowering Women and Girls

THE WORLD BANK, 2018

Wodon, Q., Montenegro, C., Nguyen, H., & Onagoruwa, A. (2018)



Family Planning & Climate Change

CO-BENEFITS



Patterson, K. P., Jameel, Y., Mehra, M., & Patrone, C. (2021)





Limb, L. (2022, November 1) 



Letzter, R., 2019; Jenny Evans/Stringer/Getty Images
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