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Fun Home:
A Family Tragicomic

Alison Bechdel, 2006

- Brought graphic texts wider academic
recognition and use

- Troubled conventional conceptions of literary
form and genre; high art and mass culture

- Has drawn protest for “immoral” and
“pornographic” content
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Allusions in Fun Home

References 100+ other texts
Limited audience familiarity

Likelihood of less-than-full reading
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Title Author Genre/medium  Appearance by page Year

The Odyssey Homer epic poem 202, 203, 204, 206, 207, 21:BC

S d M t h d Daedalus and lcarus Greek myth mythology 3,4,6,7,9,11,12,231  BC
C O p e a. n e O S Taming of the Shrew Shakespeare play 69 1590
Merry Wives of Windsor William Shakespeare play 202 1597
Roget's Thesaurus Peter Roget reference source 7 1805
Pride and Prejudice Jane Austen novel 199 1813
- D eve I O p e d m etad ata fra‘m eWO rk an d Webster's Dictionary Noah Webster reference source 57, 106, 171, 186 1828
. The Stones of Venice John Ruskin criicism 19 1851
Cataloged aIIUS|OnS MNew York Times periodical 184 1851
- Researched each text and wrote up brief |teWomen Louisa May Alcot | novel 2 1668
Anna Karenina Leo Tolstoy novel 3 1873
Syn 0 p S | S Washington Square Henry James novel 66 1880
Portrait of a Lady Henry James novel 70,7 1880
A Child's Garden of Verses  Robert Louis Stevensc poetry 160 1885
_/ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde Robert Louis Stevensc novel 160 1888
o The Picture of Dorian Gray ~ Oscar Wilde novel 170 1890
The Picture of Dorian Gray Vogue periodical 94,139 1892

Oscar Wilde - 1890 - novel - p. 170

A controversial novel that may have contributed to Wilde’s later conviction for indecency, The Picture of Dorian Gray was
abridged by an editor without Wilde’s knowledge even before publication and still ruffled the feathers of much of British
society. Basil Hallward paints a portrait of a beautiful man named Dorian Gray, who becomes obsessed with his own beauty

;xr:ﬁ:::::x:m&tc::izz the hedonistic outlook of the aristocrat Henry Wotton, Dorian wishes that his - Cre ated em beddable ti mel i ne Of teXtS
using tiki-toki.com

He realizes that his wish has come true when, after he offends an actress named Sybil, he comes home to find that the portrait
has mysteriously taken on a mocking sneer--and Sybil has killed herself. Believing himself consigned to the lures of
hedonism, Dorian indulges his every whim and amoral impulse, Inspired in part by the influence of a prurient French novel.
Finally, his misdoings catch up to him and become too much to bear.

Wilde noted that the three main characters represented various aspects of his own personality: self-perception, social
perception, and aspiration. As a result of the furor the book caused, subseq ditions were p with a preface by
‘Wilde explicating the role of art in society.

Key elements: art, crime, Europe, Gothic, homosexuality
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Text By Key Element

Listed below are a number of terms, concepts, and elements that play a prominent role in the works to which Fun Home alludes
as well as a brief description for each entry. Though not exhaustive, this list aims to provide a helpful way to group texts along
thematic lines. Click a term to a list of works referenced in Fun Home that are tagged with that term.

Absent Father
Activism
Alcoholism
American South
Art

Crime

Europe

Fascism

Methods I

- Assigned texts thematic
classification

- Compiled other secondary
resources on FH

- Built out “book” in Scalar

Father Figures
Frame Narrative
Gothic

Greek Mythology
Homosexuality
Infidelity

Juvenile Literature
Lesbian

Marriage

Mental Illness
Origin Stories
Suicide
Teacher




Challenges an
Limitations

- Impossibility of full
objectivity
- Assessing impact
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Allusive Meaning:
AReference Guide to A Reference Guide to Alison Bechdel's Fun Home v
Alison Bechdel's Fun
Home
‘Welcome! Alison Bechdel's 2006 graphic memoir Fun Home is a rich, wry, and poignant book overflowing with pictorial and
Ml aenir: textual references to other books, poems, movies, magazines, artists, and more. -

This guide is not intended to provide answers or reveal truths of any kind, but rather to illuminate a little bit about the texts that

1. Text By Author 3 % 5 > % 3
appear in Fun Home, their connections to Bechdel's story, and their connections to one another and to the book's many themes. (

2.Text By Medium

3. Text By Key
Element

Head to the Table of Contents to get started.

4.Other Fun Home-
related Resources

(Note: page numbers cited correspond to the Mariner Books 2007 paperback edition. They may vary across all editions.)

5. A Chronology of
References

6.Copyright and
Permissions
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5 Allusive Meaning:
Scalar  AReference Guide to Alison Bechdel's Fun Home by Lynne Stahl. Help reading this book.
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Next Steps

Testing, evaluation, and refinement
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