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Network of the National Library of 
Medicine (NNLM)

7 NNLM Regions

NIH

National Institutes of Health
Nation’s research agency 

NLM

National Library of Medicine
World’s largest biomedical library

NNLM

Network of the National Library of Medicine
Outreach program of the NLM comprised of 7 

Regional Libraries (RMLs) and several offices 

Region 5

Serves AK, CA, HI, NV, OR, WA, U.S. Territories 
and Freely Associated States



Agenda: 

Introduction to PubMed Central (PMC)

• Part 1: Connection between PubMed, MEDLINE, and PMC

• Part 2: Overview of PubMed Central (PMC)
• What is PMC?
• What’s in PMC? 

• Questions and comments
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PubMed, MEDLINE, 
and PubMed Central 

(PMC)

What’s the connection?

Image adapted from the Network of the National Library of Medicine, Southeast 
Region. (2018). Gauging the Quality of Open Access References in PubMed: the 
MEDLINE, PubMed Central, and PubMed Connection. [Webinar]. Retrieved from 

https://youtu.be/Baylux-TwKY.

https://youtu.be/Baylux-TwKY
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PubMed.gov

• Abstracting and Indexing 

• 32 million citations for 
biomedical literature

• Includes MEDLINE and most of 
PubMed Central

• Links to articles from publisher’s 
websites and PubMed Central 
(PMC) for full-text access 

• Access to full-text may be 
dependent on journal 
subscriptions, institutional access



MEDLINE
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•Indexing for journals in 
the biomedical and life 
sciences

•25 million citations 
from 5,200 journals

•MeSH (Medical Subject 
Headings)
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PubMed Central 
(PMC)

•Repository of full-text 
content

•7.6 million articles, 
manuscripts, and more

Source: MEDLINE, PubMed, and PMC (PubMed Central): How are 
they different? 

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference.html


Where is a 
journal indexed?

Use the NLM Catalog
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What is PMC?

• Full-text archive

• Free to access all content

• Subject focus: biomedical and life sciences

• Maintained by the National Center for Biotechnology Information 
(NCBI) at the National Library of Medicine (NLM)
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Source: About PMC

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/intro/


Recent Updates to PMC

Old PMC New PMC

11Source: New PMC Website Design is Live!

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/new-in-pmc/#2022-03-22


What’s in PubMed 
Central (PMC)?

Over 7.6 million full-text 
documents, 1700-present:

• Articles provided by publishers 
and scholarly societies

• Author manuscript deposits

• Preprint articles

• Digitized content, historical 
literature

Source: About PMC

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/intro/


What’s in PMC?:
Articles from Publishers 
and Scholarly Societies

• Full-text articles provided by 
publishers and scholarly 
societies 

• Many are Open Access articles



Journal Selection for PMC: Scope

• Journal must be peer-reviewed and have a peer-review policy
• Biomedical and life sciences
• Consist of the following article types:

• Original research and review articles

• Clinical case reports

• Data descriptor articles that point to a dataset

• Descriptions of clinical or surgical procedures

• Affiliations of the editors and authors reflect the journal’s scope and 
demonstrate editorial independence and diversity

• Journal must be responsible for the peer-review and editorial processes

Source: How to Include a Journal in PMC

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/pub/addjournal/


Journal Selection for PMC: NLM Review

• Journal policies

• Article content

• Figure and table quality

• Language quality 

• Formatting and organization

• Editorial board and authorship

• Publication schedule

Source: Journal Selection for PMC

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/pub/journalselect/


What’s in PMC?:
Author Manuscripts

• Compliance with funder 
requirements or public 
access policies

• Final version of an article, 
peer-reviewed and accepted 
for publication

• PMC record provides the 
full-text, and includes a link 
to the final version



Depositing an author manuscript

NIH Manuscript Submission System (NIHMS)

https://www.nihms.nih.gov/db/sub.cgi


What’s in PMC?:
Preprint articles

• Pilot program

• Early draft

• Not peer reviewed



What’s in PMC?: 
Digitized Content

• NLM collaboration with 
Wellcome Trust, Jisc, publishers, 
academic societies

• Historical literature

• Public Domain or orphaned 
works

• Government documents/ 
publications



Learn More about PubMed, MEDLINE, and PMC
Access
PubMed and MEDLINE: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/ 

PubMed Central (PMC): https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/ 

NLM Catalog: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/nlmcatalog 

Training 

How PubMed Works, a series of classes by NNLM: https://nnlm.gov/training/class-catalog/how-pubmed-works

Support 
MEDLINE, PubMed, and PMC (PubMed Central): How are they different? https://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/difference.html

PubMed: User Guide: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/help/ 

MEDLINE: Overview: https://www.nlm.nih.gov/medline/medline_overview.html

PMC Overview: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/about/intro/
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Questions & comments

Emily Hamstra

Outreach & Access Coordinator

Network of the National Library of Medicine, Region 5

ehamstra@uw.edu
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