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Figure 1.2. The mean burrow length and volume of burrows of Sphaeroma quoianum in 
four substrata collected in the field. Measurements are from six marsh bank, nine woody 
debris, eleven sandstone, and four Styrofoam samples. Statistically significant differences 
between treatment levels are denoted by different letters. 
 

General observations of burrow morphology and associations 

 All of the individual burrows observed were vermiform in shape. I detected a 

positive linear relationship between burrow diameter and length (r2=0.36, df=421, t=15.3, 

P<0.001); larger isopods burrowed deeper into the substratum.  The burrows ranged 

between 2.15-77.4 mm in length and 1.9-10.35 mm in width. Most burrows went straight 

into the substratum and did not change directions; however, long burrows created in  


