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An abgtract of the thesis of

~bgverly Jo Ulson for the jlaster of felence in Teaching

e

Date thesis is pregented: May L3, 1968 _’
Title: _ A Clarificstion and Fvaluation of Hlack Tower
Abstract approved;

Black Americans have entered a new phase in the Civil Richts Movew
ment, First they struggled for thelr legal rights., Then they strugeled
for equality, which meant integraﬁion and implementation of their legal
righte., Now they struggle for power--"black power",

"Black power" is a metaphor which became part of the Inglish
language less than two years ago. Because of its newness, it hag not
been clearly defined nor its purposes clarified and evaluated. This
paper is 4 Clarificstion and Evaluation of Hlack Power.

Black power serves as a rallylng call for unity anc} self-help
among black people, But the words are more than a slagari. They stand
for a mood and a program. The mood is one of worthiness--black is good,
black is beautiful--not the inferiority of past generations. The pro-
gram, although not well defined or'organizad, has three types of goals.
They are rzultura;L, economic, and political. The basic eultural goal
is unity. The basic economic goal is to raise the black standard of
living, Control or rightful share of control is the bagie political
goals

The masses of Black America ars engaged in this Struggle for



Fower, They have lived through a "revolution of expectations”, Now
they want some tangible results. They want soclo-economic gains, ine
cluding better jobs, housing, and education,

They now belisve the hest way to achieve thess ends is to work
together as a group, hot separately ap individuals, They feel they
Were oppressed as a group, so they must leave the oppreasion as a
group, hAs the group vloses ranks, it 13 accused of racism and escapism.
Aetually, the ~gepavatisn, which blacks are now advocating, is a realistie
salution to a pluralistic soclely, |

Violent action and/or the threat of violent action ave very real
fomes":m America today., The ideoclogy of black power does not call
for this via:t,ancol. but some of the advocates do. They see violence as
a‘muaz.;s to an end. ‘It‘is ,unxortunatq that black power has become so
clmaely M.n!ted wif.h viofl.enee. aiuee this tands to mi'bigete ite con-
structive value, _

The ideoiugy and pmuea of black power needs to be clarified
an& evaiuatod. not by an academic, but by black people, The time for
ambignity .I}.Q pasm‘ Elack people need to define their goals, Then
they noed to organige their individual strengths into group astion,

A _ﬁnited Elask l{mexd.,eja, vith strong leadership and organization, may
well be able to ralge its standard of living and seize its rightful
first class eitizenahip.

The ldeology and practice of black power does offer to black
people an cggqrtunity to raige their standard of living, Perhaps




more important, however, black power allows black people to think well
of themselves, which ig, of course, psychologically healthy.
Time may prove me wrohg, but this writer feels history will pass

a favorable judgment on the Strugple for Powere-Elack Power,
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PART I

THE CLARIFICATION OF BLACK: POWER




CHAPTER 1
BLACK AMERICA BEGINS TO HOPE

In the United States today there are approximately twenty million
black citizens, This temr percent of the total population is descended
from the Africang who were brought to this country as slaves., These
people have endured slavery, the Civil War, the dreams of Reconstruction,
the deprivation born of poverty, and second class cltizenship. They
- were denied their African culture, but not allowed to be fully
aasimilatad into the "American Way of Life.”" In essence, we White
Americans have relegated these black people inte a colonial situation
very similar to that of the African aborigines, The major difference
is that in Africa the natives had an ethnic identity, a nationality or
tribal awareness, which was sepaerate from the European powers. Black
Americans have no such ethnic’cnmplemenhariuy. Britain and France
walked away from their colonial nations in Africa, but White America
cannét walk away from Black America, even though she has attempted to
do that very thing.

Before World War II the plight of the Black American was coun~
sidered a southern phenomenon, which was to be tolerated or ignored,
The white man had his place, and the black man had his. Both racial
groups knew and generally accepted their respective roles. World War II
brought with it an ideology of freedom, some Iintegration, the GI Bill,
and mobility. Individual black men found that they could play other

roles besides the inferior one assigned in the south,

e




The Struggle for Legal Rights

The years between World War II and 1954 constitute the first phase
of the Civil Rights Movement. The only active national civil rights
group was the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) which sponsored a number of Sugreme Court declsions.
These decisions reaffirmed for Black Americans most of the rights which
the post-Civil War Congress intended to secure when it proposed the
aduptionkuf the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments to the
Constitution, The NAACP was able to win for the people the right to
vote in the crucial primary elections in the south, as well as in
general elections, Ovdinances, passed by southern cities, restricting
the areas in which blacks might live were held void., Systematic
exclusion of blacks from grand and petit juries iln criminal cases was
prohibited. Racial segregation on interstate busses and railroads was
struck down, White property owners could no longer obtain court
enforcement of raclally restricted covenants or damages for the breach
of same., Lower federal court decisions equalized the salaries of black
teachexrs. In short, the NAACP sponsored a long list of court decisions,
which brought the black citizen close to the post-Civil War Congress'
goal of equal legal rights.l

This was a legal equality, which brought little action from the

white establishment and little hope to blacks, Only individual blacks

- of the middle class, who had sponsored the changes in response to their

lgrant 8, McClellan, ed., Civil Rights (New York, 1964), p. 54.




own changing economic aonditians,z felt optimistic.
The Struggle for Equality

It was not until May 17, 1954, however, that the race as a whole
began to realize that there was the possibility of assuming other
roles than the one designated by the south, On that date the Supreme
Court of the United States declared the doctrine of "separate but
equal® as applied to education unconstitutional and ordered the
southern schools integrated,

Black Americans had never regarded the old biraclal system as
right or natural, but until 1954 few saw any possibility that things
could change. Then there was a "revolution in expegtationa."3

This "revolution in expectations” was sparked end sustained for the
following reasonat

1. The Supécme Court, the very pinnacle of the white establish-

ment, had acted in support of, not in opposition to, the
black race,

2, The actual struggle to carry out the court decision gave

them a courage and a will they did not know they had.

3. Blacks realized that the north finally gresped the full

meaning of racism by watching the southern whites.

4, The federal govermment acted.

2Eran¢es Fox Piven and Richard A. Cloward, "What Chance for Black
Power?" The New Republic, CLVIII Gnarch 30, 1958), 20,

Igverett Carll Ladd, Jr., Kegro Pglitical Leadership in the South
(Ithica, N, Y., 1966), p. 24,
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5. There was evidence that President Eisenhower was wrong when
he said, "I don't believe you can change the hearis of men
with laws or decisions,'
The first phase of the Civil Rights Movement was a Struggle for
Legal Rights (e.g., the righg to vote, freedom of speech, and right to
assemble). This phase was for equality.s ~First, equality meant the:
implementation of the legal decisions of phase one. Secondly, it meant
integration as both meane and end. |
Probably the most important organization during the Struggle for
Equality was the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, under the
direction of the charismatic Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The late Dr.
King led and organized sit-ins, fieadem rides, mase marches and demon~
atrations, and veter registration drivea, His greatest contribution,
however, was the moral edge he gave the movement with his strict adher-
ence to non-violence. He captured the hearts of the working class black
people, whé became more hopeful as more and more public facilities, such
as lunch counters and busses, were integrated. Hig non-violent approach
- was acceptable to liberal whites; and they supported him financially and
physically.
The early 1960's brought a new group of people and new organiza-«
tions into the Struggle for Equality. The people were ccllege students,
whites from the north and blacks from the south, The organizations were

the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the Congress

“MeClellan, pp. 1l-14.

5Baniel Patxick Moynihan, “Employmant, Income, and the Grdeal of
The Negro Family," Daedlus, Fall 1965, pp. 745-746,
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of Racial Equality (CORE). These young people, SNCC and CORE members,
integrated themselves physically, intellectually, and amotiunally.6
They worked for equality by practicing the noneviolent, direct action
approach of the Southern Christisn Leadership Conference, SCLC. These
.~ integrated young people were quite happy with capitalism, Christianity,

and the C¢nscitution.7 The blacks just wanted in and the whites wanted
them in. The black college students decided to join the Btruggle
for Equality, even though their college officials, old line NAACP
members, disapptgved,a because they felt that most of the adult
middle class, their parents, were toc tied to the white power struct#re
»ecenamiaally to work constructively for black equality.g

Middle class college students and SCLC's poor southern blacks took
the Struggle for Equality into three«fourths of cur stateés.l0 Their
non~violent, direct action approach brought about a degree of racial
selfwashutan¢a@ confidonae.band feelings of sueeesa.ll 1t did not
bring sbout total implementation of the legal victories of phase oune.
It did not bring about integratien, except among the staffs of CORE and

SNCC, Instead of equality, there was tokenism.

SHoward zinn, The New Abolitfonists (Boston, 1964), p, 167.

)7Samun1 D. Proector, The Young Negro in America 1960-1980 (New York,
1966 » Peo 220

81bid., p. 12.

9Ibid-’ ps 15;

10James A. Geschwender, "Social Structure and the Negro Revolt:
An Examination of Some Hypotheses," Social Forces, XLIIL (December,
1964) , 248,

11Proetor, pe 27.




The Struggle for Equality culminated in Washingten, D, C., in
August 1963. The mass nonvviolent March on Washington, under the
watchful eye of the establishment, was a turning point in the Civil
Rights Movement. The black man bhad understood the race problem as one
of discrimination and segregation and had tried to eliminate both. Now
he turned his attention te econcmic, soclal, and political opportunity.

Legal rights and tokenism were not ntmugh.m
The Struggle kfm: Powar

The Civil Rights Movement entered its third phase as the second
culminated in Washington, This phase i{s one of soeclo-economic
prcactiptzien.m It might even Ea said that the objectives parallel
those of the anti-poverty grosram.u‘ The oratory for implementation of
legal vights and integration is replaced with the cry for jobs,
housing, and education.

In June 1966, James Meridith was shot from ambush as he marched
in Mississippi againat "black fear.” The march was finished by Dr. King
and hundreds of others, Before it was over, the Civil Rights Movement
had & rallying call--"black power,"13

"Black power'=-two words which are misunderstood, misused, feared,

HJames. Farmer, Freedom--When? (New York, 1965), p. 169.

13David M. Gordon, “"Communities of Despair and the Civil Rights
Movement," The Harvard Review, IV (Summer-Fall, 1966), 60,

W 3obn H, Wheelar, "Civil Rights Groupa~~Their Impact Upon the War
on Poverty," Law and Contemporary Problems, XXXI (Winter, 1966), 154.

Landrew Kopkind, '"March Against Black Fear,"” New Statesman,
LXXII (July 1, 1966), p. 5.
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and glorified. The purpose of this paper is te clarify and evaluate

"black power."”




CHAPTER 2
THE PBYCHOLOGY OF BLACK AMERICA

An understanding of "black power" would be impossible without some
understanding of black people, It is with that intention that the

Psychology of Black America will be discussed,

- The Role of "Nagro"

The black man must, if racist norms are to be obeyed, act out the
role of the "inferior"; he must play the social role of "Regro," If a
black person refuses to play the game, he is judged by white supremacists
as “"not knowing his place” and harsh éanéticns may ﬁolloﬁ.l

Psychological rese#reh coavincingly deméustrates the power of role-
playing to change éttitud&s, values, and even condeptiona of aalf.z In
the search for aélf&id&nﬁi&y the black man does what allkmen do, He
obgserves the reactions of other pﬁapie to himself, When he attempts
to gain an image of himself on the basis of his typical contacts with
White America and the génerai culture, he often is shocked. The
resulting confusion of self*identity‘and the lowering of self-esteem,
vwhich accompany thie role-playing, are two of the most serious '"marks

of oppression”™ upon the black peraenality.3

rhomas F. Pettigrau, A grofila of the ggto gric (Princeton,
N, J., 1964), p. 4.

21b1d., p. 5.

albidq s Pe B4
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This confusion of identity is vividly expressed in the number of '
times black peopla have changed what they call themselves, Some of
thelr cholces have been persons of color, colored people, Negroes,
colored Americans, Black-Anglo-Saxons, Afro-Americans, Afra-Americans,
Negro Americsns, blackmen, Black Americans, and black peepla.“ (The .
terms Black Americans snd black people are used throughout this paper,

because these are the most recent choices,)
The Elack ¥Family

The black family is a matrifocal family, even if the father is
present, This type of family life has been nurtured by élavery,
migration, economics, child raising,s aid to dependent children, and a
job market more open to women than men.6 Women are most secure when
they manage femily affairs., If the husbands or men are ocutside the
family strueture, the women often ltvé in three generation matriarchial
homes where gtandmotheta care for their daughters’' legitimate and
illegitimate children.” 1f the husbands or men are living with their
families, they have little credit with their women to tide them over
periods of unemployment., Men, who do not bring home money, are not

worthy of any wifely cuamitmenes.g

46. Eric Lincoln, "Color and Group Identity in the United States,"
Daedlus, Spring 1967, pp. 533-34.

Spettigrew, pp. 14~13.

s Rainwater, "Crucible of ldentity: The Negrc Lower Class
Family," Daedlus, Winter 1966, p. 179.

71bid., p. 199.
81bid,, p. 192.




11

Children ave emposed to a set of experlences and a rhetoric which
conceptualizes them~~that brings home an undifatnnding of thelr esseuce
as week ond debased people who seak only partial gratification of their
peeds, and vhoe must seek sven this level, coften, by less than straight-
farwaxé.mcana.9

The black home is often 8 broken home. Only threa out of four have
both parents present. This compares with nine cut of ten white homes.
Yemalea, without mates, head Z1 per cent of all black femilies, while
males, slone, head 5 per cent. One-~third of all black children under
the age of thirteen live in a howe with only one parent, compared to
onewcentp of all white prauﬁnQna.la Weak egos, smong black adults, are
traced to this family diantsaninatian.ll

Blacks sea the world as a hostile and a threatesing place-~they
expect viclent wmistrestment and have a feeling of utter huiplnasnaaa.lz
To those living in the hearts of the ghetto black comea to mean not just
Hatay back,” but also membership irn a community of persons who think
poorly of each other, who attack and manipulate each other, and who
glve sach other small comfort in a desperate world.13 Stokely Carmichael,
“black power! advocate, puts it this way--Black America is the white

man's eolony, held in thwall by Lts fear of the master ¢lass and by its

9tbid., p. 206,

10Pranklin Edwards, “"Community and Class Realivies: The Crdeal of
Change," Daedlus, Winter 1966, p. 8.

11?uttisrew. p. 23.

121p1d., p. 11,
13painvater, p. 205,
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paralyeing doubts sbout itmli.‘m

The black man, the male, has been victimiped the mest. If he does
what American society demandas of him-~mavries and hes &4 family~-he
exposes himself to the very real danger of Saﬂwmm The wmen who
attempt this life generally accept the Amevican smphasis on status and
success alsc, snd when they messure themselves against this criterias,
they come up Imeking.m Hany men find it better to he just “the boy-
 friead." They live in flop houses, institutions, or girl-friends'
howes.}” Besides the impacts of the role-playing, the matrifocal
family, and their socio-economic standing, there are twe other
phenomena whieh have been suggensted :u\ndéing to the tokal mule self-
eoncept in a negative way. One is the Christian Church and the other
is the "taboo of the white woman." David T. Bazelon believes the
southern Chriastisn Chursh iz "dominated by women™ and "infused with
their purposes and nesds” and that this helps to confuse the male role, 18
1£f Bazelon iz corvect, this iz very significant, since the church has
always been the backbone of the black comsunity in the south. The
cther phenomenon, the "taboo of the white woman,” is discussed by
Calvin C. Hernton in his book, Sex and Racigm. This is what be has to

say: "The vaboo of the white woman eats into the peyche, erodes away

Yamgpich Way for the Negro?" Newsweek, LXIX, May 15, 1967, 27.
Hﬁnzmnur, p. 199,

whcﬁigrew, -

17&31:&%%:::, p. 199,

18pavid T. Bazelon, Fower in America: The Politics of the New
Claae (New York, 1967), p. 271. '
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significant portions of boyheod sexuval development, alters the rotal
goneept of magculinity, and creates in the Hegro wale a hidden
ambivalence towarda all women, black as well as white."}? 1In shortg,

the black male has been danied his wmesculinity.
Susmary

The effects of playing the vrole of the inferior are profound and
lasting. “Evaluating himself by the way others veact to him, the Negro
may grov into the servile rele; in time, the person and the role
becoma indistinguishable. The personality consequences of this situa-
tion can be devastating--confusion of self-identity, lower self-estewm,
percaption of the world as a hostile plece, and serious sex-vole
confliects,"20

The Struggle for Legal Rights, The Struggle for Equality, and the
indapendence of former Africen colonies, where black men now govern
themselves, point to worth in the black race, the race which has koown
vothing but inferiority. As we noted earlier, as black men beceme
involved iu the Civil Rights Movement through non~violent, divect
action, they developed new feelings of racial se¢lf~assurance, confidencs,
and success, As black men look at their own success, limiced as it is,
and to the success of the Afvicans, the old wounds of confused fdentity

and demaged self-esteem are beginning to heal 21

19¢alvin C. Hernton, Ses snd Bscism in Americe (Gardem City, 1963),
p. 58,

Opateigrev, p. 25.
2l1pig., p. 9.




CHAPTER 3
THE IDECLOGY ARD PRACTICE OF BLACK POWER

The philosophy of black power ig to bring about equality-~
not just equality of opportunity . . . Olé tactics have not
worked.}

Pr. Rathan Hare

Black power does not mean the overthrow of white power.
It is not & matter of veplacing white power with black
power . , , We do not strive to take over. We just want to
be right up there on an squal plane--either separately
or integrated ox by any means . . .*

Dr. Bathan Hare

We must organize not only smong curselves but with other
groups in order that we can, together, gain power sufficlent
to chenge this nation’s sense of what {s now important
and what muet be done pow.3 |
Hational Committee of Negro Churchmen

tur concern for black power addresses itself divectly to
this problem, the necessity to reclaim our history and
our identity from the cultural terrorism and depredation
of self-justifying white guile.®

Stokely Cammichael

Black Power: The bringing rogether of black people to
elect representatives to work for our needs,d
Stokely Carmichael

19 'Black Power'-~1ts Goals and Methods,” U, §. News and World
Report, LXII (May 22, 1967), 65. R aud ¥

zIbi\do » B &&-

3upleck Power: Statement by Nattonal Committes of Negro Ghumhmem“
The New York Tiwes, July 31, 1966, p. E3.

43tokely Carmichael, "Toward Black Liberation,” Massachusetts Review
VII (Autumn, 1968), 639. ’ -

S8tckely Cavmichael, "Black Power," Phonotape Mumber 600, Portland
State College Library, Portland, Oregon.




Contrel is what we ave working for. 1f we lack a majority,
then we seak our rightful share of contrel,®
Stokely Carmichael

Our nettlesome task is to dlscever how to organize our stvength
into compelling power so that govermment cannet slude our
demands ., . , SCLC wust now undertake & massive job of
organization to gain economie and politicsl power fox
Negroea./

Margin Luther King, Jr.

Black power is nonviolent economic and pelitical power
exarcised by and on the behalf of the Nogro.d
Dr. Bathan Wright
We are not veformers . . ., We are vevolutlonaries. WHae
want to change the American regime,9
Stokely Carmichael
We've been making men cut of Negroes--man Whe aren't
afraid of honkies whether they are vwearing sheets or
badges . . . How, black power is 19&1&&&@6 and we
ean bagin to challenge white institutions.l
Stokely Carmichael
"Rlack power" is America's most wmis-uasaed maﬁapimr.“ What does it
man?‘ What is "black power”? The quotations above provide some indica
tion of the multiplicity of the means and the ends and the defivitions
of black power. There is w0 one spokesman to whom we cen turm for au
explanation. There {s no one organizetion to whow we can turn for the

definition, And vore importanily, there is no "one race' united in a

S1bid.
T"ihich Way for the Negrel™ p. 33,

BrMartin Arnold, "Hewsrk Mesting of Black Powsy Attended by 400,"
The New York Times, July 21, 1967, p. 34.

)9"aums,cm1's Astivities,” Fscts on File, XAVII (September 14-20,
1967), 397.

Wmynich Way for the Regro?™ p. 30.

Handraw Ropkind, "Civil Rights Split?” New Statesman, LEXII (July
15, 1966), 75.
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“Blueprint for Action” o whom we can turn. "Black power"” has different
meanings for different black people, but essentially it is a solution,
# black man's molution, to end second class citizenship, Black power is
a vallying call, but £t {s not just a slogan. It is & "Blueprint for
Asetion,"

According to Leonard Broom and Horvel D. Glenn, thers are three
types of ﬁévmmu in which "nationalist™ groups can eungage. They are
mlméal, m&nmin, and pulittaat.u The degres of “nationalism” in
black power .wil}. be consldered and evaluated in the next chapter, At
this paint, it is sufficient to say that black power does indeed address
itaelf to wltuml.’ economic, and political goals,

In July 1967, Dr. Nathan Wright, Jr., Executive Director of the
Department of Urban Work, The Episcopsl Diocese of Newark, New Jerasay,
ealled a Black Power Conference.}d A final eount showed 900 delegates
representing thirty-six states, forzy-two eities, and 197 organiza-
tions.}% Some delegates represented the militonts from US of Watts,
Harlem's MsuMau, and the Organization for Afro-Americen Unity, which
vas foundad 'by former Black Muslim, Malcolm X. Other delegates
represented CORE and SHCC, the best known national black power advogat-~
iog corganizations. It is very importent tc note that representatives
of SCLC, the NAACP, and the Urban League were in attendance and

participated in adopting black pwin resplutiona, The leaders of these

121.000ard Broom and Nerval B. Glenn, Trsnsformation of the Negro
American (New York, 1963), p. 38,

LArneld, p. 34,

4Thomas Johnson, "Negroes Disrupt Newark Parley,” The New York
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organizations, however (the lste Dr. King, Roy Wilkins, and Whitney
Young) , wera notably sbaant*15 The rasolutions of thia conference,
which should be repressntative of the present meod of Black Americs,
and stated goals of CORE and SNCC, or their spokeswmen, will bs
utilized in discussing the cultural, economic, snd political goale of
black power.

These cultural, economic, and political goala ave outlined below.
Some of the objectives have self-evident means for realization end
foplementation, others do nmot. Examples of uses for black power, which

have bean suggested and/or practiced, are included in the discussion.

The Cultural Goals of Black Power

Basicelly the cultural geoal is for unity-~all black people involved
with sach other in thought, word, and deed. In ovrder to vrealize this
unity, black pover advocates recoguize the need for commorn heritage
and sywbolism, The words “black power” themselves were adopted as a
symbol of unity and self<help,

‘Liagaé below are some of the speeific gosls for cultural unity,
Some are axplie;tly tied to the means for implementing them. Others
are nok,

1, The establishment of cultural ties with black people of the

whole world,16

2. Black people detexmining for themselves the courses of action

they will take toward geining “real power."!7

arnpld, p. 11,

1967 16"::%15 Outlined for CORE Mesting,” The New York Iimes, June 20,
Ly, Ps 230 ‘

71b14.
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3. The development of black leadership and positive self~
images , 16

4. Counteraction of the sense of inferlority and innuffiaiwu&y.lg

5. Cowmbining pride in one's own rage with gaining of a styong
poaition for bargaining--or tﬂptiaﬂl.ao

6. The pooling of resourees to {mprove the conditions of black
gaepla.zl

7. The establishment of black universities to make professional
black revolutionaries out of vevolutionary black professionals.??

8. The sstablishmant of black national holidaye to houor black
havoes such as Maleolm X33

9. The begioping of 3 national dlalog on the desirability of
partitioning the United States into two nations.?d

10, A boyeott of publications accepting advertising for halr

atraighteners and bleachiag oreams 23

lg’maﬁim in m&!ﬁa," E conos BE o m {July 15; 196‘6)‘ P 261-

20vp) ack Power Play,” Egonomigk, COXX (July 2, 1966), p. 39.

21ugiack Power at the Polls,” Ebony, XXIIX (Jaouary, 1968), 25,

22p1ack Power Conference,” Fagts on ¥ile, XAVIL (August 3-9,
1967), 314.

23thig.
Zﬁm’

2DThomas A, Johneon, "Boycokt of Sports by Negroes Asked," The New
York ZTimes, July 24, 1967, p. 1.
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11, A boycott of the Olywpic games end professional baxing.%
12, A boycott of black churches not committed to black revolution.2?
There is evidence that the goals stated above are not just words,
Black Americans are emotionally ldentifying with Afvicans tmy.‘w and
the events of thely ancastral home ave impoxtant and meaningful to
them.2? The "natural black,* who shuns hair atraightener and bleaching
creams, is in evidence, Somwetimes he sven costumes himself in African
garb, Hany black athletes are boycutting the O!ynpiga. Thers is a
call for and a teaching of black hiatory and black languages. Black
Student Unlons are being organized in predominantly white universities
to establish links Sttuaen the ghetto and the univ:xslty.au
Frequently we hear and read the slogens, Bleck is Cood and Black is
Bgautiful.
The need and the desire is for "black swareness."” The goal i
unity. Deg. Hrigh; puts it this way, "Unity does not wean coucensus.

It meana a new relationship in working ﬁnneahar.ﬂm

28vg1ack Power Conference," py 314,
27 3obnson, "Boy¢ott of Spovts by Hegroes Asked,” p. 1.
285amuel Lubell, White snd Blagk (New York, 1964), p. 42.

29arold R, Tsascs, The New World of Negro smericens (New York,
1964), p. 261. .

Hgynest Dunbar, "The Black Revolt Hits the White Campus,”
Look, XXXI (October 31, 1967), p. 29.

Mpenold, p. 3.
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The Economic Goals 0f Black Power

The economic goals of black power are concerned with raising the
standsyd of living for blucks, Even though the majority of the poverty~
stricken in the United States sre not black people, the majority of
black people are ynverty«—utricksu.” They represent one~tenth of the
’fmni population, but one-fourth of the nation's pwr.” More than
one~half of the families live on lass than $5,000 per year and ong~
fourth on less ﬁha.n @3,&(}6.3@

Income, however, is not the entirve story of thely poverty. Blacks
are sm«mliy prépcuylaam The cost of conswmer dursbles on credit is
DOTH féw them. Thelr money doesn’t buy as much housing ém. white money

dogs. Black poor femily size sverages oune-half child wore than the

poor whiz;& ﬁamﬂy.m West live in an urban setting whare govexmment

projects such as urban venswal often huxt rvather than help them, 3%
Employmant is the basic newd and uvnemployment the basic problem.

The Black American has been displaced by the £aim into a job markst for

which he i3 not ready oy qugli.iind.” The wechanization of the farm he

Mlﬁahael Haxrington, “Intvoduction,” in Poverty In Amexica, eds,
Louls A, Ferman sand others (Ann Arbor, 1965), p. xix.

33?’1”'?, p. 170,
aél’i.nn, p. 20,
33p1an Batehalder, "Poverty: The Special Case of the Kegre," in

Foverty In America, eds. Louis A. Forman and others (Anu Arbor, 1963),
B 13, ' :

3§5E£§13 Pe 114,
* Hgdwards, p. 3.
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left is matched in the city by the automation and deeantralizatian of
industry.3® He 1s unable to find ateady work; he is the last to be
hired and the first to ba fired,3? More than anythlng else black people
want jobs. Black pover ad&réﬁs&s,ttaalt te this need because it ra@ag?
nizes that {n America thé primary source of individuﬁl and group
identity is emplaymnnt.' ", + » what you do is what you are; to do
nothing is to ba nothing,"#0 -
In order ﬁe ralse the black stsndard of living, biagk power suggests
the following goals: |
1. Obtain federal poverty money to be used by and for bl;ﬁkﬂﬂﬁi
2. The establishment of black financial institutions to provide
housins and buainess loans to nnizhbarhued black credit
uniana;“z’
3. Guaiantc;d annual income for all aitizﬁna.aav
4, SQIecﬁivn-buying pregram#, including & nationwide ”bﬁyﬁblack“
Qttqrt;“‘ ‘ | l
5. The establighment of black housing and building conpsé&tivcs;‘s

6, Full employment.

: aakivnn; pe. 204
392ntchuldeg,,ps 117,
40Moynihan, p. 746,
4lgsrmichael, ""Black ?dwnr,V Phonotape.
42up) ack 9¢wc£v¢¢nf¢rence,"lp.”314;: R
43314, -
bhypig,
“5£E£2e
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7. Jeb tyalning.

The Black Power Conference adopted s resolution threatening to
disrupt the national econemy, if theve {8 no sction for a guavranteed
annueal income. The Conference also stated that sslectivesbuying and
ecounomic boycotes will force action for better smployment oppertunities,5®

Agein we note that scme of the goals, as stated, have the vehicle
for tmplementation built in, while others are vague as to how rthey will
be achleved. There Ls some avidence of activity, howsver, in support
of or in implementation of these goals.

CORE, under the direstiom of Floyd MocRissick, has been vary active
in pursuing theae sconomic goals in Balttwore, Maryland, Seome of its
projects hove been successful, such a8 s lsased filling stetion to
train drop outs and a H&wlmﬁ Freedom Union which worn bargaining
r‘imaﬁ for three vetall stoves' smployeesi snd some have nct been
sménsﬁul. such as a Welfare Mothers® Union and & Freedowm School which
offeved consvmer buying advice.®7?

8CLC, under the leadership of the late Dr. King and Rev., Ralph D,
Abornathy, was actively invelved in the garbage collectors union'’s
fight for reecognition in Memphis, Tennesses. SCLC is also planning a
warch on Washington to bring national attention to the needs of

America’s poor.
The Political Goals of Black Power

In polities, Black Power meant iondapendent sction--NHegro

48114,
47'hich Way for the Negro?” p. 30,
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control of the political power of the black ghettos and
its conscious use to berter slum dwellers' cenditions,
It could take the form of orgsnixing a black political
party ox controlling the political machinery within the
ghetto without the guidance or support of white politi-
eians., Where predominantly Regro areas lacked Hegroes in
elective office, whether in the rural Black Balt of the
South or in the urban cénters, Black Fower advocates
sought the election of Negroes by voter registration
campaigns, by getting out the vote, snd by working for
redvawing electoral distvicts. The basic bellef was
that only a well-organized and cohesive bloc of Negro
voters could provide for the needs of the black masses.
Even some Hegro politicians allied te the major
political parties adopted the term 'Black Power' to
describe their interest in the Nagro vote, 48

National Advisory cmiaaiw

The President's so~callad Riot Commission Report has stated the
black power political position quite sccurately, except it pute it in
the past tense. Black control, blee voting, and Maek parties are
current issues, not historical ones,

Stokely Carmichasl, past chalrwman of SRCC and probably the best
known and most quoted black power proponent, belisves the “key to self-
detarmination ia political power."#? His definition, that was noted
earliier, states that black people should :‘unité to elect reprasentatives
to work for black people's needs., In the past black pecple have locked
towards the major parties for representation of thelr needs.

Prom the Civil War to Werld Wer I, they were ususlly Bapublicans.
The decade after World War 1 was maxked by a majox development. The
black soldiers veturned from the war fighting for democracy and freedom
at home, but Republicen Presidents Harding and Coolidge did not

48
gﬁgox‘ﬁ 24 Nationsl Advisory Commigsion fivil Biasorders
(Naw York, 1968) ,'E%% 233, =

Wﬁ”:nmwhaﬂ s "Black Power," phenotape.
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vespond; and blacks began leaving the party of their liberator,
Abrahsm Lincoln, to bacome Bamﬂcrnts.ﬁﬁ

Bven though he was accused of “playing both sider (north and south)
against the middle," Franklin D. Rocsevelt and his Hew Deal complated
the Democratic Party's capture of the black votew. Roosevelt was
particulerly popular with blaeks because he had personal iti@nda who
wars black and because he brouvght bluck specialists to Washington as
aids and advisors to major govermment 6nparﬁmeﬂta.51

Preaident Harry Truman was not as popular with blacks as Roosevelt,
but his executive ovder of 1948 ending segregation in the armed forces
was consldered a major victory and kept blacks faithful teo the Democratic
?ar:y.sa

Bluck Americs did not cheose President Puight D. Eisenhower,
Republican., They expected little of him at f£irst, but because of the
“revolution in expectations,” his popularity rose from 21 per cent
black support in 1932 to &40 per cent support in 1956, In 1958, he won
additional support when tha first Clvil Rights Bill in sixty years was
pasa&dysa

Thus In 19460, both political parties, rvecognizing that Black
America was in "revolt" attempted to woo the black vote.5%

President John ¥, Kennedy endearsad himaelf to bluacks because he

30 ouls E. Lomax, The Negre Revolt (New York, 1962), p. 225.
S13p1d., pp. 226-227, |

5?5;;5‘. p. 227,

3tb1d., p. 228,

Sy omax, p, 228,
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33 and

56

provided peopla with the tools to do things for themselves,
because he suggested and supported voter vegistyation drives. His
death was a shock toe all Americans, but Black Maﬂcéﬂs saened to feel
the loss more keenly. They vwere unsure of what to expeet of the
goutherner who succeeded to the presidency.

When that seme southerner, President Lyndon B, Johnason, ran for
re~election in 1964, he was overwhelmingly supported by black people,

He received 90 per cent of thely vnu.m

President Johnson has pushed
through Congress more elvil rights legislation than any President in
history, but, beceuse of the lmuniag racial unrest in America,
there is no guarantee that blacks 13111 continue to vote the same
Demosratic ticket. |

Local, state, and netional elsctions, especislly since 1966,
indicate that neither party can be sure é&' the blsck vote. Black people
are going to support candidates and programe that suppovt them,

Specifically the pelitical goals of black puwer aret

1. Control or rightful share of control,3d

2, Black politicians representing black communities, not white

downtown mnahimry.”

Sivid., p. 29,

561b1d., p. 232

57%&:1«9 ¥. Fager, "Povell snd the House; A Black Power
Vietory?" The Chriatian Century, LXXXIV (Pebruary 8, 1967), 175,

sscamtahm}., "Black Power," phonotapa.

391b1d.
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3. Open political action which is partisan snd diract, 50
4., OCreation of a third political force or party to wield a
balance of pawnr,ﬁl
S. Control of loeal school boards which sexrve black communities.®?

Black paiimicianu of the past have been vote deliverers, mostly
respensible to the white ma¢hinery and the white power strueturs. Black
power insists upon blaek politicians being responsible to the black
communities they represent.®3 It matters not which party's banner they
carry; it matters only that thay are receptive to black needs,

In some arsas a third party has been organized, such as the
Kississippl Democratic Freedom Party and the Black Panther Party, which
is active 1o several states.’® There ave many other examples of black
political power at work. Two are noted below.

In Galifornia the Black Student Union of San Francisco State
College helped gelvanise an apathetic black area inte electing black
wilitant Ron Bellums, thiviy-one year old 3FSC slwenus, to aha.nnrknlay
City Gounetl,%?

In Ohio Blacks mounted what may become & *‘textbook swample" of

black power. Black people swaw & chance, woved in on it, supportaed and

S0parmer, p. 181.

6%Johns¢n, "Boyoott," p. 1.

62carmichael, "Black Power," phonotape.
63carmichael, "Toward Black Liberation,™ p. 649,
ﬁﬁﬂanmichnel, "Black Powset,” phonotape.

5snuubax. p. 30,
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controlled it all the way, and were smert ancugh to get whatever help
was necessary to work every detell of the campaign fox mayor of Cleveland
to their oun advantage. The ¢ity was Yon five” with black~blee
campaligoing, black solidericy, and racial pride. The efforts of the
localitiea, CORE, and Dr. King resulted in the election of Carl B.
Stokes. %8

Jumas Farmer, formmr Natiomal Director of CORE, cslla political
setion 8 method of ulﬁ-twly.ﬁ? Voting registvation statistics indicate
that other black pecple sgres, In 1940 only 250,000 blacke were

ragiotered to vote in the south. By 1966, 2,620,359 were reglstered.8
Black Power and Violence

The most quoted black power sdvocates in America have become
inersasingly milicant, This, of course, has linked black power with
violence. The two terms, blaek power and violence, have become
synonomous to most of White America aud even to acme segments of
Black Americs.

Stokely Carmichael has besn quoted as saying:

"if we don't get changes, we ara going te tear this country

apart, 69

0 uplack Power at the Polls,” pp. 28-29,
m’?&w&r, p. 192,

5Bpepee Cleghorn and Pat Watters, "The Impact of Negro Votes on
Southern Pelitics,” The Repovter, XXXVI (Januvery 26, 1967), 24-25,

5%unashville Riot,” Facts on File, XXVII (April 27-May 3, 1967).
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August 18, 1965 is the blacks “day of independence." (Watts) 70

“To hell with the laws of the United States."’l

"Riots are ‘rvebellions’ which need not be apologized for, "2

"Xf a honky tries to shoot you, kill him before God gets the

naws, "3

Adam Clayton Powell, formmer Congressman from New York, tells blacks
to carry chips on their shoulders and 1f whitas knock them off, "knock
~ the hell ocut of them." He told blacks fu Watts reeently that “Histery
iz going to record that the segond Civil War and the beginning of the

Black Revolution was born heve."7¢

H. "Rap" Brown, pressnt chairman of SNCC, counssls blacks to arm
themselves because whites ave thair enamies and all they (whites) under-
atand f8 guns.’¥ MNis other comments ineludet

President Johnson e & "wild, mad dog, an outlaw from 'L‘qmw."m

“fhera should be mora shooting and looting."’’

"If Washington, D. €., don’t come around, Washingten, D, C.,

70ugaymichael ‘s Activities," p. 397.
7Aypieh Way for the Negro?" p. 28.
e T2
i ST

)“ﬂrmm in Celiforntis,” Facts on ¥ile, XXVIIX (Jsnuary 11-17,
1968), 12,

"3Ben A. Pranklin, "SHCC Head Advises Negroes in Weshington to Get
Gune," The Mew York Times, July 28, 1967, p. 14, |

76"Brown Arrested, Repeats Threats," Eacts on ¥ile, XXVII (@guat
3-9, 1967), 316. | ’ |

77 n1d.
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should be burned down."’8

"I say violence is necessary. It is as American as cherry

ple. n79

LeRoi Jones, black playwright, has written Dutchman, The Toilet,

and,zgg‘géégg'with the theme: To be black in Awerice is to be revolu-
tionary. Hatred, venom, brutality, profanity, and downright lnsanity
are turned back towards the whites,~££om whence Jones believes they
came, 80

SNCC endorses the idea of guerrilla warfare and regards violent
civil disorders as rebellions. CORE is less militant and advocates
violence only in sclt*defeﬁsa¢61

The extent to which vioclence is approved by black people and used

in pursuit of the goals of black power will be discussed in Chapter 4.
Summary

This hes been an attempt to clarify what black power is, what it
is doing, and what it hopas to accomplish., The words themaelves serve
_—as a rallying call for blacks te unite and for blacks to help them~
— selves, But black power is nct just a sloganj 1t is a mood, a movement,

a solution, There is no one organization or person to whom we can turn

781bid.
791b1g.

80¢alvin C. Hernton, White Pspers for White Americans (New York,
1966), p. 144, |

81lpeport of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders,
p. 234,
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for explaration and clarification of the ideology or practice. But
research indicates that black power addresses itself to three types of
goals: cultural, scovowie, and political. The bssic cultursl gosl is
unity. The econemic goals are concerned with veising the black standard
of living, The basle political goal 1 control or rightful share of

contrel.
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CHAPTER 4
THE EVALUATION OF BLAGK POWER

Lord Acton's principle that “power tends to corrupt and absclute
power covrupts abaclutely” is a gross oversimplification of the facts.
éwur does corrupt, but it alee can ennoble.! The founders of

American dewocracy would have digagreed with this statement and agreed
with Lord Acten., They followed the political theories of James Harringe
ton, Charlaes L, Mentesguleu, and John Locke by writing and adopting s
constitution based on the division and sepavation of powers., Americans
did and do suspect power and expect that 1t nacessarily leads to
corruption. We fail to realize chat "ractitude and power depend uwpon
context, upon various factor-combinations in personality and walaty."z

Even with the institutional safeguards against power snd the
common distrust of it, Amevica has developed a political system which ia
essentially & power system bssed on ideals. Change in our soctety is
defined as progress towards those ideals. Nenneth B, Clark, psychologist
and sogiologist, states, "The nbi'a‘tmtimn Pilema is one of power. The
dilemma is & confrpntation batween those forces which {mpel a aoclety

to change and those which ssek to meintain the past,'d

l,ﬁmm A, Rogow snd Harold D, lLasswell, - wer, Sorrupti
Bectitude (Englewood Cliffs, K. J., 1963), p. 131, :

3gennath B, Clark, “Inteoduction: The Dilemma of Power," in The
m Americen, eds. Kenneth B, Clark and Taleott Parscns (Boston,
1966 » P» xi,
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John Oliver Eillens, bleck author, has written, "The Negro loves
Americe enough to criticize her fuﬁdmmﬁau-y."a" Elack Americans do
criticize some aspects of the "American Way of Life" and do want
changes., They have tried to "impel a sociaty to change” during the
firat twoe phages of the Civil Rights Movement. They firat tried the
iegal approach of the HAACE and then the direct sction, non-violaent
approach of CORE, SRCC, and the SCLC.

Blecks understand that in this change "pain and progress are
inupambh."ﬁ - The struggles for Legsl Bights and Equality were marked
with both success and failure. Part of the success cen be measured in
a bysproduct~+power. As they worked together, they gained power. And
as they gained this power, they gained a measurs of freedom, which is
the basic American ideal for which they struggled.

The measure of the lack of freedom is the lack of power. Prior to
World War Il the best word fo describe Black Aumerics was “pwaﬂua.“ﬁ
They ware alsc not free in the traditional American concept of the
word, They warse not allowed to "do what they wanted to as long as it
didn't interfore with another's rights." The slave is recognizable by
his fnability to met and to cauee others to act, The free man {8 one
who haes power t¢ act azéd caunes othera to act. Freedom then consiscs,

not in the negation, but in the use of pamw.7

"w.uian B. Hixson, "The Hagro Revolution and the Intellectuals,"
Ihe Amgrican Schelar, mn:! {Autumn, 1964), 593,

SLmaa, p. 190,
6Ladd, p. 18,

70scar snd Mary Handlin, The Dimensions of m (Cambridge,
1961), p. 18,
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Power-~the very word often brings emotional reactions of fear and
distrust. Black power~«the very words do bring these emotional
responses to White Americans. They do not realise that black power,
basically, ia power exprassed in any of the variety of ways which arve
compon in America: in politics, in the economy, and in simple and
effoctive means of diﬂl@#ﬂtiﬂﬂﬁa

In clarifying tha concept of black power, the vecent struggles of
the Civil Rights Movement were described, the psychology of Black
Amﬁwiwnna vas naiad, and the ideolegy and practice of black power was
discussed In as objective & mannwr ss possible. Xt remains oow to
evaluate this phenomenon "black ﬁuwar-" b§ augwering these qqu:ianufs

1, Why black power and why now? |

2. The group or individuelimm?

3. Integration or separacism?

4. Vielence or non-vicience?

5, Are the eeenowic and political goals of black powar vealistic?

6. What are the organizationsl nsede? |

Why Black Powar and Why Now?

In 1964 James A. Usschwender published a paper entitled “Soclal
Strugture and the Fegro Revelt: Ao Exsmination of Some Hypotheses.”
Two of the hypotheses, which he exsmined, he vejected, Three were
consistent with the daka and he yt&éﬁéﬁimd them as possible explanations
for what he called the "Nagre Revolt.” The thres plausible hypotheses

Bgopkind, "Civil Rights Split?” p. 73,




35
are discussed below.

The Rising Expectations Hypothesist As a group expsriences an
improvement in its conditions of 1ife, it will also euwperience a riase
in the level of its desives. The latter will vise more rapidly than the
former, leading to dissatisfaction and raballion,? Blacks are taprove
ing ::héii position uéumnimauy, veoupationally, and smmiaaily.m
They have seen the aliﬁimtim of legsl segregation, disenfranchiase~

11 ALl this resulted in an increage in

ment, and official brutalitcy.
expactations.

But this “revolution in enpectations™ has not been sccompanied by
an equal measure of improvement in the conditions of life. Generally,
‘blacks have besn asked to aceept tokeniswm,

The Relative Deprivation Hypothesist As a group experiences an
iwprovament in its conditiens of 1ife and nmimnmmlf observes a
second group experiencing a more rupid vate of improvement, it will
becoma dissarisfied with its vate of improvement and rebel. 1% Income
data are indicators of the validity of this hypothesis. White income
ie increasing wove rapidly then black tmm.u

The Status Inconeistency Hypothesist & group which possesses s

nusbar of status attyibutes which are differently ranked ou the various

ge-acimnudw, pe 249,

5’{&@,,, pe 253,

Vyopkind, "Civil Rights Spiic?™ p. 75,
uﬁmghwmdw, pe 249,

Vvid., p. 254,
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statua hierarchies will be dissatisfied and rebel. One exemple of this
disparity in status rankings is betwean educational and occupational
achievement.l® Blacke are improving their educational qualifications
for professional and technical jobs more vapidly than thay are receiving
thase jeﬁ#em

Dr. Geschwender's three hypotheses appesr to be valid ones. He
did not chocse smong them or place them in any hievarchical order. The
thres situations, described in these hypotheses, are ‘all important
considerations in evalusting the racial situation in the United States.
All three help to explain why Black America has moved into a thirvd
phase in the Civil Rights Movement, the Struggle for Power. The first
twe phases produced the situations described by these hypotheses, Phage
three, the Struggle for Power, is the result,

But why struggle for power?! It was noted earlisr that part of the
success of the direet aotion phase of the movement waa the by-product,
power. Power achieves rasults, Powerless Black America hnd to ask for
its rightful inheritance, bacouse Lt had no power to take it. It had
higher expectations than the dominant white power structure was or i3
willing to meat and suppora.m Black Amorica is bacoming increasingly
aware cf the value of power in achieving the socio-geconomic afma of the
Civil Rights Movement. Blacks, genswvally, have concluded that White
Awerica has done all it is goilng te do. They say it ls time Black

141p1d., p. 269,
15%#, P 254,

16Nopman Jackman and Jack Dodason, "Hegro Youth snd Direct Action,"
Phylon, XKRVILIL (Spring, 1967), 13.
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America does what needs to be done to take its vightful inheritance.
The Struggle for Powaer, black power, ls the rasult.

Thers sre two other aspnéta which should be considered when attempting
to answer the dual question, "Why Black Powar snd Why Now?" The first
i the War in Viet Nem and the second is what could ba called male
mencipation, ‘

The War in Viet Nem: Both black and white Amevicens are confused
sbout the war in Viet Ham., Many feel it iz en unjust, immoral American
undwtakims.. which is draining this country économically and physically.
Othars feel that America has a legal and a moral obligation to ba
militarily involved in this war, nc matter what the sost, Blacks
protest against the war in sbout the same proportion as whites, but they
are opposed for vaciel as well as legal and moral vaasoms. These
racial ressons are (1) it is unjust to be esked to fight abroad as
long as they axe veceiving less then a full measure of social and
sconomic justice at home, (2) as the Viet Hem War is escalated, the
govermment's support of the Civil Rights Movemeut decvesses, (3) blecks
get leas than their share of the national incoww, but ﬁe more than their
share of the frontline combat in Viet Mem,'” and (4) black Viet Nam
vetevans, first elass soldiers, return to Amarice ae second class
citisens. The Viet ¥am Way, vhether meral or temoral, whether legal or
illegal, 1s a frustrating phenomenon for many Black Americans., Why
fight m fraedom in Viet Nem when there is s lack of freedom at home?
Why spend tax dollavs in Viet Maw when they are naseded st home? Why

gene RBoberts, "The Race Story: Twe Negro Leaders,” Tha New York
Iimea, April 16, 1967, Sec., IV, p, 3.
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send blacks to fight for self-detemmination, when they do not themselves
have this right? The Black Power Conference dalegates felt the matter
was 3o sevious they adopted a vesclution asking black men to answer the
draft with the words, “Hell no, L won't go!"1# 4merica's military
involvement in Viet Ham and the Stwuggle for ?awﬁr*arg contemporaries.
Black power advocates believe, as many hmericens do, that this country
cannot have both “gune and butter.” They see White Amervica as willing
to saerifice for ths Vietnsmesas, but unwilling to do the same for
fellow Amevicans, This only veinforces their faith in black power,
vhich doas not depend upon White America.

Male Emancipation: In Chepter 2 it was noted that the black mele
has baen victimized by his culturs. He has been constantly frustrated
in his sttempts to fulfill the acceptable yoles in society. He has
fraquently failed ss father, husband, and provider., He has besn unable
to demonstrate his mesculinity in the usual ways, sc be has attempted
to prove his masculinity in other ways., He has dome this by leaving
the Christisn Church, moving to the north with or without his weumen,
soldiering, riding the rails, or playing jausglg Casual semuality and
viclence have aleo been the proofe of manhood for blacks ﬁha could
net furnish the customary avidence, 20 How black men axe proving their
maseulinity by emaneipating themselves from the whitea., They are not

asking White &natina for permisaton, This emancipation is vot a gife,

13“!1a¢k Power Conference,” p. 314,
lgkntulan, pp. 272-2713,
20urhinking Black," Newawesk, LXX (Novewber 20, 1967), 39.
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iy is & declevation of indepandence. Thay ave ssising an f.mmuy.ﬂ
1t is msapguline to be vesponeible for self, to muke dacisions, and to
make plang and implement progrema. It is masguline te be powerful. The
ideclogy of black power allows black men te do and to be thesa things.
It allows black men to be men. D, Ring put it this way: "“The Negro
is ne longer bagging enybody. He's no longer Ln that pesition of
saying 'Wow I'11 sgres with you on this, 1f you'll give me somsthing
over here.' He's going to be his own mas, he's in the stags of self-
assertive mavhood . . , "2

Blacks ses the same America that Guomsr Myrdal did yesra ago when
he wrote that “Americans embrace the Christisn-dewncratic tevsnts of
the Amsricen Cread as well as wndemoevaric valuations defining rela~
tions between Ragroes end whites."?3 Since that time, blacks have had
improvements in thelr cenditions of lifs, which have incressed theiz
axpectations move rapidly than those seme expestatious have been
rvoslized. They bave sbesrved whites esperimsucing & worve wapid rate of
improvement in theirx conditions of 1ife, Thay have lucrassed their
sducational status, only o be denled the jobs for which they trained,
White America remsios the nation that says one thing and practices
something elan. Black Amprics hes chenged. Black Americens ave tived
of answering the question, "What do you want?" They ave tired of
tokeniem, They ave tived of weitiog for & solution from the esceb)ish-
ment. Black power fe their solution.

parelon, p. 274,

32“33!‘ Ki Ba Re Wikl ' 1.‘ M For % T
June 19, Toe5 18 Sgye Begro WALl Be 'Ovn Man, " The New York Iimes,

23!‘%11% R, Westie, "The American Dilesma: An Empivical Test,"
Ammpricsn Soslologtesl Review, XXX (Augost 1963), p. 538,




The Group or Individualisw?

Black people have gnm;slly accapted the traditional American
ideology of individual natural rights. They hava believed in individ-
ualism, even though thay weve not allowaed to be individuals. They have
believed in working havd as individusls to be auccessful, only to have
the by-produets of that mucesns denied. They have lméknd to the
Jackie Robineons and the Mavian Andersons to veinforce their beliefs in
Lockesn Amerlea. But few have "made it" as individuals.

One of the most widely proclaimed virtues of the Americen political
system has been its supposed respousiveness to individusls who form
Broups to exercise pressure for self-advantageous poliey formation,2d
Groups, unlike individuala, have the power to precipitate a crisis in
institutions, even through non-violent actien,?3

Aceording to Cammichael, blacks, 23 a séwp, neod f:n pmciyinte
8 criua‘ in the institution of racism, He said that while individual
acts of racism ave widely daplored, White America says there is no such
thing #s institutionalized raciss in America.?® uhtite America may ne
longer say that. The President’s Comsission on Civil Disorders states,
"What White Americans have never understeod . . . Ls that white soclaty
is deeply implicaced in the ghetto. White institutions created it,

white institutions maintain it, and white acelety condones 1,27

2hgethard Fishar, "Essay Review--Negro Life and Social Process,”
Boelsl Problemg, XXIX (Wintew, 1966), 350.

Mixson, p. 587.
26garmichael » "Black Power," phonotape.

73port of the National Advisory Commisgion on Civil Disorders,
pa\ Viii » ' ) V




41
White wacime is a fact, not a fantaay. Individual blacks have rarely
pesu able to deal with it; but where individuals have failed, black
pover advogstes feel the group will succeed.

Cne reason the advocates feel the group will succeed where the
individoal has failed is the past experience with eivil disobedience.
Blsck people have heen forced to resort to civil discbedience to make
8 point in Aperica., Past effores have shows that when the individual
sngages in acts of ¢ivil disobadience, ha gains only moral sstisfacticun.
But when a group engages in civil discbedience, theve are apecific
sapiriesl rasults or there is bwmmumm Black power advocates are
willing to risk the pessibility of additiopal hs.tmmus. In fact, now
they say they are through caring what the white community thinks about
'thzg

S0 we must ask, "What ls the nature of the power which is sought
through the groupi™ A statemant by the Hatlonal Committes of Negro
Churehmen answers the question this ways

Power today is essentially orgsnizationsl power. It is not

s thing lying about i{n the streets to be foughr over. It

is & thing uhich, in sowe measure, alveady belongs to

Hegrees and which wust be developed by Regroes in velatione

ahip with the grest vesources of this nation.

We must not apologize for the axistence of this form of

group power for we have beon opprassed as a grovp, not as

fodividuals, We will not find our way out of the oppres-

slon until both we and America mocept the need for Negro

fmericens as well as for Jows, Lltalians, Poles, und white

Anglo~8axon Protestants, smong others, to have and to
wigld group power. . .

Byimson, p. $87.
mﬁamtchaal, "Black Power," pheonotape.
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We must organize , . , in ovder that we can . . . galn power

aufficient to change thias nation’s sense of vwhat is now

fmportant and what must be done now.W

The voute to political and soeisl integration in America for other
gtoups has been through the power generated by their own institutions,3l
Black power advocates want to follow the exsmples of both ethuic and
gpecial interest groups to “change this QQﬁinn‘s sense of what is now
important and what must be done now."” Whether or pot they want integra-
tion will be discussed in the next section,

Ethnic groups have baar held together from within by choice. The
centripetal forees of national c¢ulture, including language, heroes, and
folklore, have formed the foundation for uaity.zz Black America 1s a
group that has not had contripetal forces acting to establish and main
tain unity. The degree of unity in Black America has been the result
of white racism. The group has been forced together from without, not
held together from within. Black power advocates intend to capitalize
on this situation,>? They hope, through the cultural goals noted in
Chapter 3, to sstablish the centripatal forees of a common culture,
which willyunify from within., Blscks are forced to be together
physically; black power wants blacks to be !:ogemnrapixizuanﬁ.

Interest groups Iin America are interested &n bringing sbout

domesatic changes which improve their own positions, Labor unions,

BO?ElaekAruwetz Statement by National Committee of Negre
Churchmen,” p. E5.

N garmichael, "Toward Black Liberation,” p. 642,
32§&warda, PP, 2-3.
33Lincolﬂ, p. 538,
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political parties, religious wrsaz{uautma, and any sumber of other
intarast groups have organized for the benefit of the people invelved,
Blagks, although leoked upon as ap ethnle group, really have tha
potential of an interest group, Hany ethule groups sre organized only
to keep the “¢cld waya” aiwmm Interest groups are organiced Lo
eatablish new ways based on common need or desive, Klacks have many
common needs and desires. Thay are struggling for them Iv this thivd
phace of the Ctlvil Rights Movement., Black power is & platﬁam,“&
foundation, for an asctive interest group.

Black America could be wvery much like the Jews who wete united
ethnlecally and by comson interest., If they move into o status of
aquality ss other groups, such aa the Jews have done, they must be
'wi-;ung to amﬁg& sll the ripks of the confrontsticnr of power,
inoluding the risks of fatlure and retrogression.3® Black pover
proponents sre not tslking of failuve and vetrogression, but realize
that the risks sxiast, They koow that pain and progress are insepavable,
but they are talking only of “"getting the job done.”

Black power is fostering e¢ new sense of community, of uanity,
sepecizlly omong the young, ® who have been raised during the "revelu-
tlon in ewpectations.”" This community is willing to place the group
firat and worry about fndividualism later.

Mysrmon Zeigler, Intevest Groups iu Americau Soctety (Englewond -
Cliffs, N, J., 1966), p, 234,

Borark, p. welid.
Hgiven, p. 21.
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Integration or Separatism?

According to Thomas ¥F. Pettigrew, Black Americans, individually or
as a group, have three cholces. They may move towards, against, or away
from their oppressor, White America, Traditionally Black Americans have
moved towards their oppressor by seeking aaaepténae into a racially
integrated society and imitating white waya.37 They have accepted and
emulated White America and looked towards eventual integration as “the
means and the end."

The second choice, moving és&insc, and the third cholce, moving
away, are assoetiated with Bl#ck Rationalium. Blacks who move against
whites passionately hate them (e.g., the Black uusltms)33 and blacks
who move away from whites desire to escape (Marcus Garvey's Back to
Africa follawara).ag Black Hationalists are men who d@aire to leave
White America and inhabit an envisioned black utopia where black men
control thamaaivea. They reject the white present for a black future,

The question is: Which is the choice of black power?! The answer
is: All three. Black power has within itself elements of all three

choices, The choices and the black power position are discussed below.

Black power is a form of black patienalism. Karl W. Deutsch,
political geographer, has defined nationalism in three steps. 1.
Ethnic complementarity, what anthropologists call culture, makes a

people. There will be an integrated pattern or configuration of commun-

pettigrew, p. 27.
Bypid., pp. 34-35.
Frbid., p. 47.
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icating, remembering, and acting. 2. A nstiounslity is a people
pressing to ascquive s messure of affective contrel over the behavior of
its members. 3. Nationalitiss turn into nations (not states) when
“they acquire power to back up thelr &splratimnsgéa Using these three
steps as criteria one notes that black power is attempting to establish
an ethnie complementcarity among black pecple snd that black pecple,
once unitaﬂ, would work together for sufficient power to back up their
aspirations. Thus, black power is a form of nationalism.

Black power is eoncerned with galning povwer to use here in Aﬁari@s,
This separates them from other nationalist groups that have been con~
cerned with separation through agvession or sscape, They locked towards
utopla through the eyes of idealists. The President’'s Commission on
Civil Disorders states that black power advocstes are doing the same
thing. The Commission balieves that black power followsrs have
retreakted into an unvesl world so that they can aveid the confrontation
of 1nta5raxien.61 Ls black power merely a defense mechanism, which
allows black people to retrast from reality? HNo, black power is a
reallstic ansver to a pluralistic soclety. Black people want power to
uge in doing what they can to help thewselves right here in America., If
this means the abandonment of the old idesl of inunaratian and the
zcceptance of separetism, so ba it.

,

The black power position on integration can best be stated by

4atar1 W. Deutsch, "The National Community: Its Forwation and
Relation te the State,” in Politice and Geographic Relationshipe, ed.
W. A, Douglas Jackson (Bnglewood Cliffs, N. J,, 196&;, pp. 115~118,

:lwm%mmmnat nal Advisory Cosmission on Givil Disorders,
p. 235,
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quoting s advocate, Dr., Hathan Hare.

“Integration started as & means to an end, Then became an
end in itself until Black Power push began.'s2

“So we have realized that integration and equalizetion are

not synonymous. Moreover, equality ia not synonymous with

sameness . "43

(Reporter: Does this mean you are abandoning integration?)

"fen, as an end In iteelf . ., ., I can imagine a viopian

world in vhich everybody would be integrated. But thie

does not seem to be possible under the present thinking

and structure.

Token integration is ne longer acceptable as an alternative to
equality. This token integration is asaen by black power advocates as
2 drainer of black talent which is needed to make black power werk.as
Thus, they ore encouraging integrated blacks to return to the ghetto
and do thelr share in the Struggle for Power,

Bome proponents of bleck power see separatism as the firast atep
towards compléte integration. They beliivniﬁhat 1ﬁnagtatian will follow
separatism, because whites and blacks will meet each other as equala.

The rhetoric of black power does include gome vefersnces to
sepavate countries, to black states and vhite states, and to the value
of complete sepavation., A falr evaluation excludes this ss even a
remote possibility. Black power pecple, who generally are veslists,
koow this slso. This ovatory for pelitical separsation comes from the

extreme element in the black powar following, which will be discussed in

42uptack Power-~Its Gaais and Methods,” p. 65.
“3ibid., p. 64.

“1bid., p. 65.
“5cnrmichaa1, "Black Power," phonotape.




47

detail when the question "Violence or non-violence?™ is answered.

Black power is American. It is unfortunate that black power has
becoma nssociated in the press only with the idea of black nationalism
and geparatiam to the exelusion of being associated with Americanism.
Black powsr is not rejecting White America or America, Black power
advocates are Americen. They have no place alse to go, nor do they want
to leave, They sre rnslist£eal1y looking at &an unpleasant, un-smericar
phenocmenon and a:zimpting to do something about 4it., Hopt of what they
want, most of what they de, and mmét of what they propose can be
described as American. They are trying, iu their cwn way, to make
American ideals vealitles. And in this way, they are moving towards

White America, not awsy from Lt.
Vielence or Non-violence?

It is an American tradition to tske & “cause"” intc the streets.
Women won the right to vote and unions won serious rvecoguition demon-
surazing publicly. Blﬁnk people have done the same thing since the
Supreme Court Decision of 1934, They have used the non~violent mass
demonstration as & technique of self-expression and political ection,
but often they have been able to promote only the “revolution iw
expectations” and not concrete results.

The black man, who onee was willing to endure the rigors of uwon-
viclent action, is, for the most pavet, fed up. He is fed up with the
police dogs, the bombing of bis churches, and fat housewives screaming
“aigger go hewe." He’s tived of white college boys spitting on him as he

witches white policemen drag teen-age givla off to jail., The commitment
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to Christisn forgiveness, Chriastian humility, and “turn the other
cheek” fa thinning cut. Non~violence, plus self~defense, is the new
commitment of most black power advecates and most black pgvpla.éﬁ
| Young black people of the early 60's balieved in non-violence,

5RCC staffers have been described as having a "healthy disvespect for
respectabilicy.” They were not ashamed of being agltators and trouble
nakers; they saw it as the essence of demogracy, but they practiced none
viqlcnaa;“? The Civil Rights Movemsnt today is not confined to the
south, nor participated in ouly by black southsyn Christians, black
college suudaﬁts. and white liberals, The movement todsy 1s centered
in the ghette. Young people of the late 60's have not seen sufficient
rsuults from non-viclent mass demonstrations, DBecauae they are ghetto
young people, they have had expevience with violence, and they see it
a8 & possible aalutian.&a Generally they are the ones who are leading
the violent aspect of the Civil Rights Movement, but they are being
supported somewhat by Civil Rights Organimations, which pattern their
programa to appease the growliug mi.litaaey.w

Primarily the violun#a in the cities wuat be viewed as the response
of the black poor to their soclal and sconomic eanditiana.gﬁ To many,
especially whites, however, viclence is considared to be plawned and

subversive., The wovds "black power" ars umistakenly linked with

éﬁﬁuxelon, p. 283,

47%oward 7ion, SHCC The New Abolitionists (Boston, 1964), p. 8.
“BPraatnr, p. 25.

493ackman, p. 13,

50piven, p. 20.




49
viclence and subversiveness, even though only a few advocates see
violence 23 a means to an end., This linkage is due to televiszion cover
age and the verbal hostilities of Stokely Carmichael and H. Rap Brown.
The television coverage of rioting often depicts a “black power leader"
and his hostility. Caymichasl and Brown denounce America as a forelgn
power and rveply to President Johnson's warnings against violence with
counter warnings of viclence and damagg,51

The ¥BI reported that the growth of the concept of black power in
1957 “ereated a climate of unvest and (black power) has come to mean to
many Megroes the ‘power' to rlot, burn, loot, and Rill.” Btokaly
Carmichsel, H., Rap Brews, and other militants “sowed the seads of
diseord and hope to veap in 1968 a year filled with explosive racial
unrest."? Thera {s no doubt that Carmichasl, Brown, and othex black
pover militants do call for violent action which sounds aubversive,

Black America, according to a Havris Survey, does not agres with
the militants on the value of violence. After the riots in the asusmer
of 1967, 79 per cent of America's blacks felt only a minority of blacks
supported the riots. When asked if the riots have hurt the black cause,
- 60 per cent of Black Awmarica answered yes. Only 12 per cant of the
blacks interviewsd said the ximﬁs have helpad their cauvse,3?

Blacks not only feal the riots have hurt their cause, they know

S14ghades of Black Power," Economist, COXK (September 3, 1966),
910

32ugg1 Report," Facts on Fils, XXVIII (January 11-17, 1968), 13.

53"hftar the Riots: A-surviy," Newsweelk, LXK (August 21, 1967),
19.
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they hurt them physically and materially. The people killed ara black.
The cnes who lose their homes and thelr belougings are black, Except
for those economically involved in the ghetto, whites are rarely hurt
by the vioting. They sit, lock on, and blame "butside aginatien."ﬁa
They do not understand or believe as black people do that the viclence
is spontanecus. Blacks list the causes of rioting az the lack of
progress in gaining equality, the lack of decent housing, the lack of
jobs fox young people, and the lack of good educatiensl appartunitiea.§5

Whether they are spontanecus or planned, born of frustration or
subversivenass, racial riote in this country arve real. And éha rioting
 im stiffening white reaistanca. Detroit's Reprasentstive to Congress,
John Conyers, says, "This thing is becoming two aymed camps . . ."36
The citizens of Newark, Hew Jersey, know what he is talking about,
While Anthony Imperiale and his Rorth Ward Citizens Gaumuii are counsel-
- ing vhites to arm themselves, Willie Wright and his Kegro United Afro-
American Aaqaaiazian are counseling blacks to do the same ahing.s?

Has the riot season bseome an acceptable part of American life?
Will we continue to have het aummawn?"rrabahly. yas;sg Frustration

will continue to be the black burden in the i{mmediate future. Leaders,

S41p¢d., p. 18.

rbid., p. 19

3Ouyhat Must Be Pone," p. 33.

yictor L. gimpson, "White Vigilantes, Negro Militants Escalate
?;gg,5§f°zf? Growing Unrest in New Jersey,” The Oregonian, March 17,
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black and/or white, must resolve that frustration or we will continue
to have violence and it will be on an increasing seale.”? Until or
unless White Americans or America itself, is victimized by the viclence,
whites are unlikely to do anything to help prevent it. They will cenly
step in with power to enforce "law and ovder."

Can anything werthwhile come from this viclance? James Farmer,
former Maticnal Director of CORE, feels that black anger will be
ﬁrmuiva.w Thia snger may be a vary valuable centripetal force for
unity. This snger wmay bring about the govermment actlion which the
President's Comsission has suggested. This anger wmay bring about action
from private enterprisze,

Viclence or the threat of violence has been a very real force in
all black admuni./:ian since Watts, White Americsns mﬁu shocked. Thay
thought black people wers docile and weask, HNow they must view black
pmp_la in a different manner. They must realize that blacks sre through
baing xeiegatnd to second class citizenship., They avre through listening
to White fnerica'’s promises which are not fulfilled. The entire nation
ts caught in an intersection of two images where it always thought there
was only one, 3o what started as an identity crieis for blacks is turne
ing into an identity crisis for the nation. White people are percelving
a new Black America, ready to defend f{tself, but generally not seeking
viclence., After White Americans read the President’s Haticngl Advisory

Commisgion's veport on c¢ivil disordars, they may well perceive of them-

59901?&0“, P 589
m&aﬁlm&ian, p. 37.
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selves differently also. 1f they do, maybe they will quit asking, ‘What
do they want?" snd start considering how they can support black people

in their fight to make ﬁrgndom‘real and substaniial.
Are the Economie and Political Goals of Black Power Realistic?

Black people are located within the United States in such a way
that they may very well be sble to realize the goals of black power,
especially the politieal ones. Ironfieslly, this concentration of blacks,
in the cora arveas of America‘'s lavge citias, has come abéut becuuse of
gegregation and migration caused by economic necessity,

Black Americans have become an urben people within the last three
decades. Xt was not until after the depression of the early 1930's that
the south begen to industrialieze, This industrialization and the
acccopanying farm mechanization made black famm labor slmost obsolete.
Blacks moved in great nunbers to the cities in a2 mass exodus to the
north and the border states. In 1930, 78.7 per cent of America's black
peopls lived in the sleven conmfederate states, By 1960 only 32.3 per

cent lived in the suuth.ﬁl

Often instead of the jobs, the nice homes,
and the "better way of 1life" they loocked for in the ecities, they found
unuﬁplaymanx and axistence in the ghetto.

Even when blacks found jobs, segregation isolated them from the
total community. The 1960 census shows that in most lavge cities 90 per
cent or more of the blacks lived togethar in a black section of town,

Coloy was the only ecmmon characteristic among the citizens of the black

Slpadd, p. 22.
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neighborhmd.m

Blacks, whether able or unasble to provide for themselves, became
the victims of vracial residential segregation. Raclal segregation in
America ls greater than class segregation and black-white segregation
i greater than that between any other sationality group and native
vwhites. This high degree of segregation is true for cities in all
regions of the countyy and for all types of citieas--~large and small,
induntttal and conmercial, metropolitan and suburban, It is true
whether there are 196,39&'0 of blacks or only 1,0&0'3.63

Thus, segregation and migration have placed blacks in an advanta-
geous position to develop and exercise politieél power. Blacks are now
in the majority in Washington, D. O. (63 per cent), Newsrk, New Jevsey
{51 per cent), and Gary, Indiana (53 per cent), Within fifteen years
they will constitute & majority in Baltimore, Chicego, Cleveland,
Detroit, Philadelphia, St. Louis, Cskland, and Trenton.5% Unless whites
ave able to substitute metropolitan bureaucracies for city govermments
bafore blacks come ke powar, black people should soon be able to control
many of America's large eitiee.

Bven when not in the majority or in c¢ontrol, black people are
exarcising their political power, They are becoming a vital considera-

tion in presidential and statewide elections. On the local levael, they

52The Negroes In the United States: Iheir Beonomle and Soetal
Situstion, Department of Labor (Washington, 1966), p. 3.

63garl E, and Alma ¥, Tasuber, Negross in Citles (Chicago, 1965),
i’?* M*’SSO . ‘
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are emerging as a major force in the liberalization of congressional
districts and metropolitan aveas.® The black vete won Tannesses,
Virginia, Florida, Noxth CGarolina, and Arkansas for President Johnson
in 19664,%% 1n 1966, southern black votes made the difference in
alecting one U, 8. Senator, one and probably two governors, and two
U, 8, Representatives. They also placed twenty blacks in three
southern 1cgis1aturaa‘ﬁ7 HNorthern blaek votes captured two city
administrations by eleeting Carl B, Stokes and Richard Hatcher, mayors
of Cleveland, Ohic, and Gary, Indiuns, respectively.

The black vote, especially 1if it ia used collectively, is very
significant, Data on black voting in presidential elections since
1952 point to an increase in voter turnout, especially when compsred to
the stable turnout of the nation ss a whole.’® Another measura of the
significance is the estiwmate that the Demoeratic Party would probably
lose New wntk; Pennsylvania, Illinois, Michigen, California, and the
southern states that were for Johnson in 1964 without the black vote,.®?

Greater influence in netional politics depends upon strong local

organization capable of promoting electoral participation and assuring

3pawey W. Grantham, Jr., "The South and The Recenstruetion of
Amexican Politice," Journsl of Amgricap History, LIEX (Ssptember, 1966),
237. ‘

8Farmer, p. 188,

67¢1eghorn, pe 24,

68snthony M. Orum, "A Resppraisal of the Soctal and Political
?attiei.zazim of Negroes," American Journal of Scelology, LXKX (July,
1968) , 44. - B

ﬁgﬁgsur, p. 175,




35
dts#iplina.70 Thé rational political parties are essentiszlly state and
local party organizatious which come together every four years to
nominate candidates for the presidency and vice-presidency. The party
organizations in the fifty states are cohesive only in the karest sensa,
The aconomic, social, and political conditions that foster localism and
the primary importance of local solutions insure that the balance of
political power at the national level is with the state party orgenlza-
tions, Candidates and party units whieh anpha&iae'nationai policy at
the expense of local interests are apt to loge local party support and
espacially black uuppart.wl

From a local political base of power, which controls the bLlack
coumunity and sometimes the totsl community, b;aﬁk'yaeyle will ba able
to influence, more than they now do, the selection of govervmant office
holders and the adoption of atate and national policy. with most
Americans, it is not very important what the govermment decides for them
and how, but, for Black Americsns, Lt may be very important.’?

The importance of govermment action ia evident when nh« yeviews
the economic goals of black power, A guarantsed snnual income and the
obtainance of federal money ave the prerogative of the federal govern-
ment. Four of the other goals, establistment of black financlal
insticutions, eatablisbment of black housing and building cooperatives,

full ampiﬁymanﬁ, and job training, could also bs realized through

T0piven, p. 23,
Tpogow, p, 19.
'?zﬁmrdan, p. 88,
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government help.

Without government support the econemic goale arve unpbtainable.
Blacke are poor people. Thelr poverty is one of enforced dependency.
This dependency arcuses the anger of the afflueﬁt,73 whe then becong
increasingly reluctant to use goverument power to fight poverty.
Traditionally the poor of America bave been an unorganized, powerless
people, Black poor people, as we have seen, do not need to be. The
black poor can become politically strong. Experience has shown that
poverty gives the poor very little centrol over their ocun behavior,
but once they are engaged in successful social action, they gain pewer,
even 1f their incomes remain the seme.’® Blacks are in a position to
engage in such sccial action and gains made will bacome accelerated by
virture of the power reslized at each point of nucaaan.?s

The basic political gosl of black power, contrel ox iightiul aghare
of control, seems to be a vealistic one. Black people live together
physically and there is evidence that the cultural goal of unity is not
as unrealistic as it was aven five years asa.whau blacks stopped talking
about integration asnd started talking about closing vanks to Struggle
for Power, They should be able to engage in successful social action
and successful political action in such a way as to assure control over
their own communities. Power will bring control and control will bring

additional powey, This power may then be used to work for the realiza-

TXarren C. Haggstrom, "The Power of the Poor,” in Poverty in
Aperica, eds, Louls A. ¥erman and others (Anu Arbor, 19685), p. 326,

Tébid., p. 329.
?5¥ishar. p. 330,
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tion of black power's economic goals. It may well be that the impact
of the Civil Rights Movement, the Struggle for Power, is the strougest
and moet positive support for the affort to eliminate poverty and dis-

advantage from the "Americarn Way of Lite.“76

What Are the Organizational Needa?

Many blacks have seen the ambiguity of the words "black power" as
- their major strength in réliying blacks.’” Evearyone knows they have
somathing o do with uniting the vace, msking pecple ﬂeél proud they
ars black, ptnécieing self~defense, and obtaining political and
economic power which can be used to obtain jobs, housing, and better
sducational opportunities. Black power is something that sounds sxciting
ts most blacks, sdm&&hiag thay can support.

When “black power” became linked so elosely with violence, complete
aeparattnn,lané\aubvaraivanﬁna, many, ineluding Dr, King and Roy Wilkina,
denounced the words, but continued to smbrace most of the ideals.”S
Bacause of this linkage, the time for ambiguity is past.

"Black power” needs to be clarified. It needs to be defined. And,
then, it needs to be nyattmat1¢alfgziﬁ§iéﬁgﬁ£¢3;x”#géﬁé;’h;;;ﬁ;éight
boxing champion, Cessius Clay, has never b&dn noted for intellectual
~ atatements, but he does seem to know what he is talking about when he

#aye. th@ black man will never be free "as long as he hes a leader on

7ﬁwhqtlar, p. 155,

774ghe Many Meanings of Black Power,” New York Times, July 23,
1967, Sec. IV, p. &.

78npacism in Reverse,” p. 261,
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every astreet corner."??

The Struggle for Power is not participated in by just the middle
clags adult as was the legal first phase led by the NAACP, or by just
the middle ¢lass college student, the white liberal, and the poor
southerner as was the non-viclent, direct action phase led by SCLE, CORE,
and SNCC, The Struggle for Power is for and by the masses. The masses
need direction, leadership, and owganization,

I£ black power is going to be anything mere then a "slogan of the
60's," black people must define L¢, so that they are 15 agresment about
direction, Then they wmust organize. This ovganization may be baged
within one of the existing civil rights groups or within soms new group
yet to be formed, Figure 1 indicates the militeney and appeal of the
organizations now active., This inf»rméti@nvwiil halp 1& evaluating

which of these groups has the beat potential for leading the masses.

,79“c1ay Urges Parley of Negro Leaders,” The New York Times, July
1, 1967, p. L0, '
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Figure 1

Militancy and Appeal of Protest Organizations by Rasionaa

Degree of Norxth
Militancy & Weat South Appeal
wost ‘Black Students,
militant Huslime ghee working class,
and dispossessed
saLe Working claes
and students
CORE CORE Students
HAACP BAACP ' Students and
middle class
adults
least Urban . Urben Middle class
militant League League adults

When evaluating the pasﬁi&ility-mf these sxisting orgenizations
making the goals of black power national vealities, the Urban Leszgue and
the RAACF probably must be eliminated., Both appqil primarily to middle
class adults instead of to the musses of poor blacks. They are the twe
lesst militant, so black ghetto youth are uniikely to join them or evan
listen to them,

$CLC has never appesled to the black masses in the north. HNow that
it has lost ite cherismatic leadqr, it 13 unlikely that the SCLC and its
requent for a "Bill of Righta for the Biwadvanuasad.“ﬁl which includes

many of the ecowomic goals of black power, will be able to initiate

aﬁJaﬂlmmx, p. 13,
8lyeciellan, p. 19.
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wideaspread aupport throughout the nation.

Many black pecople cannot accept the extreme militancy of SHCC and
hhe Black Muslimg. Becsuse of this, they have vary little chance of
brihging Black Ameripa under a siugle banner.

The Congreas of Racial Equality, which was founded in 1942 as &
direct action eivil rights group, seems to be the existing organization
behind which black people could unite to achieve the goals of black
power, James Farmer says it is a much different organization today then
the "romantic little organization™ which in 1§61 freadom-rode through
the south and trained new cadres in the techniques of non-violenca.32
CORE seems to be able to change with the times.

Figure 1 indicates that CORE appeals primarily ﬁc students, CORE
officiala, however, indicate that membership is incressing and the

- financial status improving as the "little people” become fnvolved with
their §1 and $2 donations.B? coRE is looking for wide support among
Black Americans, Its convention laet year was an opsp one for all black
people and all black organizations.B4

The President's Commission describes CORE ae more flexible than
BNCC, because it approved totally independent politiecal action ocutside
the established politiecal pattiés. as SRCC does, and also approves

working within the Dumocratic Party, as SNCC doas not. CORE is further

deacribed as an organization which seeks to form alliances with other

323armer. PPy wvili~nix,

83ucour Eliminates 'Multi-racial' Term," The New York Iimes, July
6, 1967, p, 21.

4114,
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groups and advocates viclence oply in pelf-defense. 1In a further
comparison with SHCC, the Commission states, "Beth groups favor
cocperatives, but COBE hag seemed more inclined toward job-training
programs and developing a Negro entrepreneurial class, based upon the
market within the black ghettes."83

CORE, which in 196) was two~thivds white, is now correctly cen-
sldered by blacke and whites as a black power organigation. CORE's
leadership is black; CORE's program is for black pecple. If any
iui@ting group is to provide the organization needed for unity and the
realigation of the economic and political goals of black power, it will
probably be CORE. |

The thing CORE lacks most is a dynamic leader. This leader must
be unlike past eivil rights leaders, whn‘uot¢ often devoted to doing s
job for the people. A leadar iz needed who will ba asble to motivate
the people to do a job for theﬁnulvqa.“& This leader also ngeds to be
able to convinece the black middle clase to "return” to the ghetto and
help thelr brothers. Floyd McKissick, National Director of CORE, says,
does, and writes all of the tisha things, but be has not been able to
generate the enthusiasstic following thet others, such as Dr. King, have,

There is no room in a black power organization for whites., In
July, 1967,'ennz remcved the word “multi-raeial” from the description
of mamhorship.37 White liberals £ind "blaek power" a "bitter pill®™ te

swallow., They spoke for blacks when they were uusble to spesk for

83Report of the Maglonal Advisory Commigsion, pp. 233-34.
B8Lomax, p. 153.

87+gomr Eliminates 'Multi-racial' Term,” p. 1.
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themselves. They have contributed time, money, leadership, and lives to
the black cause.B8 pNow they are told to let blacks work for themselves.
They are told to go inte their own cemmunities and teach non-violence
and wipe out racism.sg

It 18 clear that an alliance with white liberals 1s out, but
possible alliances with othcr/staupuAar& not 43 clear cut, Black
organizations often discuss the pros and cons of forming allisnces. If
and when CORE, or some other black power group is able to mobilize
Black America for action, the group will need not debate the pros and
eons of seeking allies., It will be sought out by others and offered
genuine concessions, because it has strength to bring to any alliance.??

Before lesving the discussion of ovganimetion, one additional point
should be made. Black America has an untapped resource~~its numerous
voluntary asscciations, Blacks are wuch more likely to belong te
political and church groups than their white counterparts and equally
1likely to belong to civie groups. 1f we consider only the low econocmic
clase, to which most blacks belong, we again find that blacks are more
likely to belong to voluntsry associations than whites.?} The result
ié that in black communities theve are existing local voluntary associa-
ticns, ranging from bridge clubs to political discussion groups,

through which & paticnal ﬂrganizmtién, such as CORE, could work,

aglnmax, p. 181,

agﬂanmiuhaol, "Black Power,” phonotape,
90piven, p. 19, |
Norum, pp, 43-bé.
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If black power is to become reality, thxough the accomplistment of
its political, cultural, and economic goals, then there must be direc~
tion, leadership, and organization. First black power must be fully
defined, Then an'orgauuatinn must develop which wiil be able to
wotivate the masses for action, Then the masses must act in thelr own
behalf. The Congress of Racial Equality, if it can find or develop the
necessary leadership, may be the instrument through which black power

becomes a tekl icy.




CHAPTER 3
BLACK POWER AND THE FUTURE

The ﬁcrdﬂ "hlack power may die. They may even be disearded by
Black America because of the connotations of viclence and subversive-
ness. But even 1f the wovds &r& sbsent, this writer believes, the mood
and the program will continue. The mood and the program ﬂf black power
are, in the opinion of this writer, very constructive phenomena for two
major reasonsi 1. Black power promotes peychological healthiness, and
2. Group action will briug conerete improvements to Black America's

way of life.

Paychologieal healtbhiness. The improvement in self-images and the
tacgal image is paycholegieally healthy. For yesrs young people, who
believed themselves inferior, grew up to be inferioxr. Now we have a
generation which does not feel the totality of inferiority that past
generations did. Today's adults heve lived through the "vevolution in
sxpectations.” They know what hope is. They have seen some progress,
which points to theiy own worthiness, Today's youth was born inte haope,
not total despalr., Black people are beginning to develop favorable
self and racial concepts. Black power ideclogy givee them the
opportunity to continue to grow in the knowledge that “they are good"
and that “black ia good,” |

Grgup actfoy will bring s better way of life. Black America has
seen other groups, béth athniec and intervest, consclidate theiv

individual member's strengths into group power. Black America hopes to
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do the same, in order that they may use thelr group power to raise the

black standard of living and to confirm the first class citizenship

which is iphervently theira, It seems entively possible, and aven

protable, that they will ba succesaful.

The ideclogy of black power is peychologically and materially

constructive, not destructive. It would be & mistake, however, not

to consider the possibility that the practice of black power will be

destructive. The following questions remain to be answered.

1.

3.

4,

6,

Does black power serve as a catalyst for additional racism
in Americe?
Will racial rioting lead to racial war?
Will black power divide Amcfiaanu into two naticons, whoze
ethnic complementarities are so different that they will
cense to communicate with each other?
Will black power result not in group unity, but in further
diviasion of black pecple into the "integrated," the "maderates,”
and the "wilitants™?
To what extent, if‘any. will the past experiences of black
people tend to mitigate thelr proper use of power?
What are the international implicationa?
Will all Americans now be vieved as raclats~~both blacks
and whites?
Will the militant aspects of black power apread throughout
the world?
To what extent, if any,‘ia black power part of an international

communist plan?
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One can only speculate asbout the future. "Black power" may be
judged by history as destructive, both psychologleally and materially.
The perscnal opinion of this writer is, however, that history will pass

favorable judgment on the ideology and practice of "black pover."
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