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L I M I T A T I O N S
The limits of this project are the reach the zine will have without a 
web presence. The zines will be donated to a handful of bookstores in 
Portland, Oregon and Healdsburg, California, limiting their reach to these 
locations and the friends and families of the participants. 

Another limiting factor is my sample size. I did not have many contacts in 
Argentina, and not all of them chose to participate in data collection. 

There will be no formal analysis of the data collected. My only contri-
bution will be curating how the data I collect from the answers will be 
laid out in each of the participants zines. This might be seen as what 
anthropologist’s usually criticize about the use of illustration as evidence, 
that it is too open to interpretation. The aim of this project is less about 
analysis, instead engaging an audience in a conversation about national 
identity informing personal identity, and proving an example of visual data 
collection in an engaging way.

B E N E F I T S
Through this project I hope to inspire researchers to see illustration 
as a method for the participant to reflect and make meaning of their       
experience and world view through a new outlet that can be studied. 
Using this method and curating it into an easily reproducible and acces-
sible zine can invite people to have the conversation of what it means 
to be American. It will guide them through their own answers and the 
answers of people across the globe to form a respect and compassion  
for other Americans.

C O N C L U S I O N
The Being American set of zines will be a resource for communities and 
people interested in the word “American” and the connotations it has. 
In a climate where people are aware of actions of their own and other 
countries, how do they want to be judged by others? By their morals and 
values,or by the actions of their government and its history? It will be an 
opportunity to start a conversation about the place we are from and what 
that brings to our characters, and what it does not tell others about our 
characters. It will be an example of capturing identity of a select group of 
people through a method of research rarely seen, visual. This method and 
final product will be an example of gathering data visually. 
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