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acter and th") i r large ize which would afford an adequate 

sCil,r:ple. 'The six cIa c; sroom sit ua t ions �~�d�c�r �e� dra"vn fron the 

thi rd and fourth class periods of the day, taught by three 

b':'ology teachers. 'rhe rationale for nsing these periods in 

the school day �~�,�.�;�a�s� tha t by doing so, it tdaS possible to re­

duce the attrition in the groups as well as other biasing 

f actors that @ight have been i ntfoduced by using t he extreme 

ends of ,the school day, that is , by using the first and 

six'h peri ds .. Natural classroont situations; i.e., actual 

rooms a d teachers, were used to reduce the arti f i cial ' ty 

o f tl e experimental set-· p. 

The first step in the exper' �~�1� nt \ ',ClS a ITleeting, 'r.'l •. ieh 

was reId vJi th each of the tGaCh0r S \1110 ','i€;rc to be invo1 vecJ. 

in the exporiment. 'I'hey were �t�o�l�(�~� the sequence of events, 

rational es, and the need for i suring that the students were 

not cued to the' fact that an experiment was �b�~�i�n�g� �c�O�l�d�u�c�t �e�d�~� 

The fo rms were explained and the time sequence and time lim ­

i tations which �~�o�u�l�d� be i nvolved in the handing out of tIe 

materi al was covered. Each of the teachers agreed to coop­

erate to the full est of their ability . 

T\·;o days later, the person0-1 i n fornation sheet (Appen­

dix C) and the alcohol knowledge instrument (.Z\ppendix B) I 

were handed out to the three teachers before the third school 

poriod to recuce the experimenter' s contact with students in 

the actual test situation . At t he'beginning of each period 

(3rd and 4th) I roll was �c�a�l�l �e�~� in each class; t hen the know-
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l edge instrument was administered by the teachers* The teac h ­

e rs were asked to hand out the questionnaires firs t and then 

to e xplain that the students were being asked to fill them 

out as an information gathering device ~ The tea che rs were 

asked to answer no que s tions beyond explaining that the pro­

c edure was a method o f gathering in f o rmation. From all in-

.dications (student conver atio n and feedback from teachers ), 

the students were accepting a nd completed the que st ionna ires 

wi thout comment. The time elapsed to complete the instru­

ment was approximate ly twenty minutes fo r each c ass. 

The persona l in f ormation shee t {Appendix C} was adminis ­

t ered by the t eachers after the knowledge ins trument had b een 

collec ted. This form was explaine d as something t hat would 

b e correlated \,li th the infor-rna t.ion gathered on the knowl e dg e 

questionnaire i Again, the reaction was minimal and a ccepting 

Thi s f orm was c ompleted in approxima tely twenty minutes; thus , 

the full period was u sed to c omp l ete both forms. No student 

failed to have adequate time to complete them both. 

One week later , the final set of questionna ire s were 

administered ~ Each o f the teachers received a list of the 

students Hho \vere to b e moved from their room to another. 

No students were missed in this process. Calling of the 

r oll and changing rooms took a pproximately four minutes~ 

Since the biology rooms are on the same floor and in t h9 

same school wing, the st.udents did 'not hav'e a great d istance 

to travel. Then, each teacher read a di fferent set of i n-


