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cartographic representation should contain these ingredients. 

The dominating factor in the color of the maps was 

that �s�h�a�d�~�d� color appears to be the most popular technique 

at this time. Of the 1079 world history maps, 57.5%, or 

620, were in shade.d colors. Only 19.7% (213) 1;.;rere black and 

white, and 22.8% (246) were in color. The shaded color maps 

were even more predomina'l1t in the 788 United States hi.story 

maps; �6�3�.�1�~�1�o� (497) were shaded color, 16.2% (128) were. black 

.and white, and 20.7% (163) were in full color. This popular 

technique is acceptable, but there is a major draHback in 

that sometimes the colors are not distinctive enough, and 

thus the divisions are not clear. 

The final four categories -- question, explanatory 

note, context, and location, are all related to how the map 

is used in the text. This is very �i�m�p�o�r�t�~�n�t�,� becauRe if the 

maps are not correlated to the text, they are often ignored 
•

by student and teacher alike. First, the location of the map 

in the book is very important. If it is not in the appro

priate section, so that the map can be examined in conjunction 

wi th the reading, ,,7l. thou t having to turn pages, the map 

loses relevancy, and is not used. Although this category 

may have be.en limited too severly, the statistics still have 

sane meaning. Only 1.9% of the analyzed world history text 

maps were referred to in the text on the same page as the 

map. In the United States history books, 10.5% of the maps 

were referred to in their paginal location. Thus, the great 

majority of maps were not referred to specifically on the 
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page ",here they were located. Mqny maps were several pages 

away from the related text. This is very disadvantageous 

in a classroom situation. 

There were three ways in which a map could be used 

within a textbook: 1) referred to specifically i.n context, 

2) have an explanatory paragraph, separate from the main 

text, which described or made use·of the map, 3) referred to 

in a ques tion in the chapter or uni t review. The technique 

most used in both United States and world history books was 

the explanatory note. In the world history texts, 30.6% of 

the maps had an explanatory note; 54.6% of the maps in these 

United States texts had eXDlanatory notes. A specific re

fere.nce in the text was used wi th llf. 0% of the world his tory 

maps, and with 29.6% of the United State.s history maps. 

Questions were use.d with only 12.5% of the world history 

maps, and 16.2% of the Unite.d States history maps. In all 

three instances, more maps in the United States history 

texts were referred to in one or more of these three ways. 

Evidently maps are not correlated to the text as closely in 

world history books as in United States history books. The 

correlation of maps to the text is very important to their 

use in the classroom, and their meaning to the sUldents. 

If a map is merely chosen because. of convenience, instead of 

appropriateness, and put in only in a sense of duty, instead 

9f for its meaning, it is often useless. 

In chapter b-lO it was shown hmv maps could be used to 
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. correlate history and geography. The basic geographical 

concepts can' be inc'orporated into the maps and the text, and 

thus become an integral part of the students' social science 
~ 

courses. At times, the maps used in these textbooks were 

appropriate. This indicates an inconsistency in the selection 

of maps for school texts, and also'creates a feeling of 

tokenism. The authors see.m to feel that maps should be in

cluded, and yet they are not selective in their use of them. 

In order for this to be corrected, authors are going to have 

to be more demanding of themselves, and their publishers. 

The maps must be chosen with care, so that they accuratP,ly 

and effectively represent the points being discussed. The 

maps should be representative of good cartographic skills, 

so that they can be used to their utmost. "'1hen a good map 

has been carefully selected, it should then be incorporated 

directly into the text. It should be referred to specifi 

cally in the running commentary, and the student should not 

be bound by repetitive, mirror-type questions, but should 

be motivated to interpret the maD, and use it to its fullest 

extent. 

There should be a variety· of maps, both in type and 


purpose. A map made several centuries ago can be motivating 


and useful; a good exempl e is the one used in chapter two, 


of L'Enfant's plan of Washington,D. C. (Figure 5). lbere 


should also be effective topographical maps, used in rela

tionship to transportation, economic, and cultural maps. 



94 

An isolated physical £eatures map may be interesting for a 

moment, but" when used in conjuction with other maps, it gains 

meaning. To limit maps to historical and political subjects 

is to limit the study of history. Instead,'in assortment of 

maps which can be used to illustrate the six basic geographic

al concepts, and correlate these principles to historical 

studies, should be incorporated into textbooks. These ideas 

are an integral part of history, and cannot be left out. 

Geography is very closely lJnked to history, and when 

the two are taught in an integrated fashion, each gains 

more meaning, and is more comprehensible. If maps are care

fully chosen, they can serve as one of the major tools in. 

correlating the two subjects, and helping the sUJdents to 

gain an understanding of the major geographical concepts. 

It is to the advantage of both students and subject matter 

to correct the faults of the textbooks used in schools. The 

use of maps in these books is poor, and often inexcl1sable; 

with a conscientious effort,it could become one of the best 

features of the books. :Hore analyses such as this one need 

to be done, so that a clear understanding of the problem 

as it exists now can b'? gained.. ~Vi th this unders tanding, 

the problem could be attacked, ~nd corrected. 
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