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ships of {ndividusls in the thrés secial classes in England during the

Victorian Age. Since original documénts and resesrch material wuke

~ scarce I used two novels by Thomas Hardy to illustrate the conflicts

' between representatives of the social plasses. In 1891 England was

prosparous And many paople believed there was no conflict between the

classes. Thomas Hardy believed this was untrue and, by method of com-

parison, wrote Tess of the d'Urberville

his point. This thesis includes research on the two novals, Thomaa

Hardy's 1ife, and last but not least is & study of the Age of Victoria.
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History has many definitions. One very general and all inelusive
definition is that history is the story of man as he interacts with other
men and with his envirenment. One man's 1ife is mede up of hundreds of
events large and small:. Not every osourrence is wérthur of note. What &
man eats for dinnmer may not be as important as what he thought about &
recent politlieal eleetion. When a man records the events in his life he
selects which facts are worth remembering and discards the rest.

The same task of seleotivity faces any historian when be attempts
to tell the story of one mation, one peopls, ome era. The histerian
mast also make a choice and decide which events and facts zre noteworthy
and which can afford to be emitted, If the Mistorian did not sereen the
material he works with, he would find his dutles an impossibility,

In addition to seleating certain facts and data to be recorded, an
historian is faced with the job of deeiding which aspect of his subjeet
matter will be concentrated upon. The story of a nation can be told from
& member ciiisen's point of view, frem a foreigner's point of view, from
a contemporary news reporter's point of view, etc. In each instance the
tale will be different. The story of a mation or a psople can be told
with emphasis on different aspects of soclety and oulture. The artistic
slement of sociely may be dwelt upen, scientific discoveries may be con-
centrated upon, great men of the nation may be diseussed, and so forth.
Again, eash telling will produce a diffaerent story. Similar historical
data will reappear throughout each instance but essentially the histories |
will be unalike. |
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Beoause historians must make a cholce and decide which nation they

' will write an history of, which people in the world are historically sig-
nﬂ.ﬂmm. ﬁhmh aomw or era in a naﬁ.un or p«ph'a histary is impor-
'tant* rﬁeeréera of laistaxw must ;athy their chelces, If a certain ss-
m% of ons mﬁim*a hzstnw i.a msidcm woﬂ.hy of record, khnn there
mat bu @ resson. mw af thuo rnms wi.ll be! poraaml banma- his-— |
mam aro uko amr athw nen, Ia«lﬁ.mtima mm ’e!ss arts or sah!ma,
mﬂim or Malmieal mfluam their Mnma juat a8 thcy do mon~
himm“.

A: an Mstmun. I Imw a mrﬁnﬂar inhros% in the hﬂ.stmy of
Grn.t Brih:tm In t'aha his%ry a:!‘ thn eré she has been a h&dﬂr snd
the bbdm&k of iammﬁans af gmmnt m ﬁu arts ml mﬂ.ﬁmos |
whs.eh haﬂ amm«& m an &nbrakm mas.mm thmhmt the hﬁ.s’wry of
mankiad; Althmgh mxwy pariads of lm~ mmry are Mt&ﬂating u ‘well
as 3igniﬁ.unt. th« ninut&m‘!z-h mntm'y m England's history--the era
known as tht Vi#ﬁar&an Ag-mia 4o me the a«n&m vwhich 1s the most fas»
¢1mun¢; In thiu one pcriad i.a . wealth 91’ mfnmtim i‘ull of his-
tmm mmmg.. Alﬂe the ora 1: mah wd.t-h 13.twary and a.rthtia oon-
tribatims« If this were mt amugh. I see thmghmt the age many
points where the his’hariaal and litamry worlds interlock with each other.
In dosens ¢£ inmms. literary f!.guru are prominent in the political
aphm amh as Emjmin Disrasli, an impmnﬁ paliﬁi«im who wrote
Coningsby in 13&» and Sybil 4n 1845 (li.tamry landmarks) in an effort to
make the publie aware of erucial nee:ul issues, emﬁu Dickens is per~
haps the nost outstanding example of amother literary figure who ecmbined
politics with litersture, Every novel he wrote stimilated the resding




publie to take a harsh look at soms suffering aspsst of soclety.

Many reforms were passed during the Victorian peried which corvested
social injustices. However, & look et the suthors whe wrote in the latter
portien of the century points out that net all scoisl ills had been solved.
After I read several novels by Thomes Hardy (1840.1928), I wondered why
he ﬁ‘a‘s critical of a samw that wes supposed to have cured itself of
@,3@2 soeial inequalities. Also, I vas w#ims“abmt the faet that Hardy -
ttm: pre-industrial aottw for his novels to illustrate the grievances
be had against a society that vas dsep in the middle of the machine age.

A closer look at Hardy's navels and of the historical events of the Vic-
taz-m Age helped *be make alnrthc faet that Thomas Haydy was, :m;o
Dickens and Disrasli before him, & svcial oritic who used his mwals to
eall %hopuhm,e's attention to s mmz.m;am». R
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Groat Britain dnrim the F&&teﬁan Ez'a had been ga&ng thrwgh '
constant mw of transition and flux. o1d traditims and valuoa vhieh
had held w for aaatumu ware bains andam:\md by new aimmrioa mi |
beldefs, Tho vory vay in which mp::.e on the strest mmanaa with esch
athw cmad Gld mrs m euntam were no 102:35:' !wm mercd and
treated with aved msp&cﬂsy Ev:m the clmreh of Englmm bulwark ai‘ thm
Emp:!.m was hsing uti‘hi@imd and re--smmmsd’ The me‘.tal alums whieh
had mﬂmsly amblism thmsﬁ}.ws on the t-op of the sosietal py-
ramid were no longey isolated from eontact with the lower and middle
elasau. In the deys éf THerrin Enghﬁﬁ" the very wealthy upper aluué
lm! 11%1: to do with thn fm:ea» clagses uzﬂ.ua it was iu a patermlistic
my or if they had an omplwmplwm relationship, With England in
a state of soeial confuston, all sociel alasses were disoovering that the
0ld lines of soedal distinetion were grusbling down abw‘& them, It was
this entire system of sosial ¢lasses and ¢lass contact that Thomas Hardy
found unasceptable in English saﬁatyén He saw in the past and he saw in
the pressnt a pattemrn of social injustices committed because of the severe
lines of distinetion esteblished betwesn me:hi ¢lasses. The same situ-
ation existed in pre-industrial England as did in industrisl England only
Hardy folt that his esmtemporery cowntrymen had forgotten that such sootal
imbams exizted in modern society. He made his ismves vai-y élm ‘hé
the reading public by placing his ehmgt&s in an sgrieultural, pmeinu
dustrial sstting, s time when such social cleavages and antagenisms betwsen
the olasses were explicitly obvious, A question which rmim to be ans-
wered is whether or not the reading publi@ ageepted Hardy as a awiﬂ :




eritic and did anything sbant the c¢lashes which existed between the
social classes as & ramlt of his mm:ls* ‘attacks

.The last quarter of a etn‘bmy énring the 1806'a wa g ¢thly di£~
Terent frem the first quarter. Until 1832 and the first great Reform
Bill, Englmd Was in every sense of the word, "&mie E&glmdw For |
hundMs of ﬁa»a ‘wlmd'a cammié apd soclel fmtim bnd. been ons
of agriculture, Despite the advances made aima the m»m.m nf’ the
Industrial Revolution in 1760, many people sta11 made their living from
the Lland, |
o *Botmﬂn the years 1862 am 1832 the axﬂ.st.ins syaﬁem of Bri:hiah
:t‘wmmg. by whigh land was m& by landlords, oceupied by tnmts, and
cultivated by labourers, was practieslly universal.’y This system of ag-
rieultural mlemrrﬁ was not unlike the taming mgt;cqs of Elizabethan
citizens of England, It had prevailed in Englend for G&M&a and had
r@mm huienli,y unshanged even ttmgh agriculture ﬁ.ta#lf m., gradually
being industrialized,
: ‘During the Napeleonic w«ws prs.eu m« agré.mltuﬂl pwduatn wont
up am%mbly due to tha faet. that dmnd ineressed dumng wartine,
The hcraam in prices amscd agricultural land tu be eamﬁ.dnm a mrae
snd valusble commodity during the early ywars of the Vistorian Age. As
8 remlt the Enclosre Novement gained great mowembun., In less m .

19, D, Traill and J. S. Menn, Em.m. W Vol. VI (London,
1904), ps 102, o . _

afhe Enclosure Movemsnt was an effort made to pnt as much arable land as
;aesaihle :uata ugriaul’mml production.




century more than six million acres were enclosed in order to increase
agricultural production.g .

Landlords, tenants and labourers were all involved in the Enclosure
Movement. Although at the turn of the nineteenth sentury soms industrial
advancements were being made in the field of agriculture, the opening of
new lands to eultivation (brought shout by the Enclosure Movement) meant
that for every man who left the farm to work in the eity there wis a man
needed to work newly opened faym land, Prior to this time mush land which
could have been put to agrieultural use was left open in what was known as
commens, or lands open to all, Onoe the Enolosure Movement hegan, open
fields were turned into neat rectangular farms separated by hedges and
wooden feness, fens or marshes wers drained and mmeh waste land was rwiaimeds
The high war-time sgricultural prices frem 1815 to 1832 saw many people
firmly tied to the soil; England was still very much an agricultural nation,

Bacause agrioultural prices were high due to a stimnlated war-time
and post-war economy, agricultural output was foreed to increase in yield. 5
The enslosure of commens, fens and waafgala;ﬂ helped to ease the situation
somewhat for mere arable 1andv mimt‘mra orops could be planted, therefore,
more yleld and profit for the peeple iiwelvidt vBy 1845 t}ia Lin?oleaur‘_'_;f
movement was almost completed; about 4,000 acts had been imsmi. affeoting

33; Je Mitchell and M. D. R, Lo;ys. \ People (New

ka md Londen, 1950), p. 385.

Englmd could not import forelgn wheat to feed her pepulat.im sand fulfill
the demand because of the existing Corn Laws (high tariffs) whiah prﬂonmd
foreign wheat from entering the aonntry. '
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over 6,000,000 aeres, or a fifth of the country. The area inelosed [sig/
by agreement was appsrently far larger, perhaps twice as great."5 Since
England was of small geographic proportions, only a limited percentage of
land eould be put into intensive agrieulturel uses This vestriction foreced
sgriculturists to look for technologieal improvements rather than to ex-
pect more land to be brought under tillage 4

G« Ds He Cole has written, "The period of the Napoleonic Wars is:
pemarkable not so much for its great imventions [agricultural as well as
industrial]... as for the momentun and speed of actusl eeonomia change.",
‘Snall farmers could not expect to sustain the impact of technology. They
had neﬁ.tha-‘r» the eapital nor the manpower to invest in order to profit.
*'During the peried 1790, ~ 1850 the m‘ll >fﬁmr disappeared, and the modern -
aystem of large-sesls capitalistic farming developed.'g It took large
amounts of ‘capital investment to support the technological advancements -
neaded in the agricultural field, ’Iha old methods of famingusadbafm
ths Fmelam Movement was filled with dieto:ets. For emmpla. "Under the .
comuon hasbandry no cultivator could adopt an improvement um.ass he - emxld
get all his neighbors to asmxt to M; «»s maeh time and labm was lost -
in taking men and horses from one to another of the scattered strips.. "9

L -, Foas sursps (N . L
SHerbert Heaton, Esen (New York, 1948), p. 4lks

5"By 1900 an open field or common pastm was a curlosity, the land had
been divided into compact farms and fislds, and the 2,000,000 acres of
sommon or wastaland that remained were vegarded as warthl«ssnu’ ibid.

76, D. He Cole and Bamm Pastgata, Th -' 5 le (Lan&on. :

1961); P» 113-

811ton Briggs and Perey Jordan, Eognowic History of England, Pert II
(London, 1949), pps 135-136.

9ibid., p. 133.
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Also, common pasture land was usnelly over-stocked with cattle, and it was
difficult to keep down diseases when all the sheep of the village were
herded together in one flosk, The Enclosure Movement served to bring
together mmall sections of isolated farmland., As & result, the standards
of farming in England were raised for, "Once land was enclosed the cwner
could take advantage of the new methods of farming, and put the land to
the most economieal use.t;s ‘

- The Agrieulturel Revolution in torms of t.eahnalagical advancements
was & gradual and velatively sleow process. - Man meh as Thomas Cokey; and
Robert Bakewell,, gave the movement momentums.Coke Was one of the first to
advocate en¢losing open 1&:31’; and gatharin’g‘ t‘ag‘ﬁtherimw small farms and
making use of capital investmant in the agricultursl area, Bakewsll de-
veloped new eoncepts in sheep pearing, which at this tim was a very ime
portant fastor of the British agricultural economy. Rapid impmments
wers made in the invention and perfection of tools and wmachines used in
farmings Small and Rotherham improved the plough, James Meikle of Dumbar
invented the threshing machine and the idea of & machins to spread hay te
dry [horse tedder] was developed at this tims,;q "Probably the most general
advance was the substitution of iron taqla for wood, and all iron ploughs
" and harrows [Esols for leveling plowed gm@ vame into use between 3.830
and 1840, 14 ‘

0434,
1 (1752-1842)

12(1p25.1795) |
1Briggs and Jordan, gg; ggg;_ pe 1S,
Lanad,, ps 1464
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~ In order o deterwine the effect sgriewltural changes had on the
;'geial clagses in England during the early days of the Vieterian Age,
pricss-~-particularly the price of wheat--should be gonsidered. Fluctus-
ticn in the price of whest would do mach to determine how the British
people were sadjusting to agricultural developments. The reason whest was
used 2s a eriterion for the standard of living iz explained by G. D. He
Cole; "asewheat was the comsodity on which the standard of living of the
gorenon psople depended most of all, "15 Since wheat, or bread, was the
basic staple of the mejority of the peopls who lived in Britain during
this time, the price of wheat was an indication of how well or how poorly
the common man vwas living.
As mentioned earlier, during the Napoleonie War period there was
a great expansion in the demand for wheat. Payt of this demard was due
to the fact that England's population wae gleadily inereasing and part of
the mﬁm-m demand was due to the war demand for food to fwed not only
British but Allded soldiows abrosd, Whest prices rese sharply. From 1786
to 1825 whest prices increased from Ués. 3d. a quarter;g to 578, 3d. a
W«ami? The high price of wheat kept the sost of living artificially
high for the majority of the British pacplmw The sost of basle food
commodities was ever inoreasing but mest incomes did net increase at the
same lovel and did not keep pace with the constantly climbing cost of wheat.

15¢e1e and Postgate, ops gibtss pe 120. |
17 term "quarter” refers to a standayd fown of measurement of wheat.
17cole and Postgate, op: eibs. p» 119,

m&ﬁv Pe 312
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Wartime economies did not entirely explain the persistent high
prices in wheat and similar basie food stuffs, In 1815 England suffered
an agricultural depression. The nation was plagued with bad weather and
disesase, Cattle were struck with rot, sheep were afflicted with secab,
and erops such asz corn were spoiled by disease. This state of affairs
lasted until the forties. "The wheat prices from 1835 to the year of the
famines /1833/ showed how the cost of living was artificially held up."g

The agricultural depression in England mesnt that wheat, which
had been high in demand, was even harder to obtain on the market, The
prices, therefore, continued to be high because disease had taken a large
portion of the erops which ordinarily would have been sold to the publie.
The remainder of the wheat orops brought inoreasingly higher prices on the
domestic market. The following is a summary in tabular form of the price
of wheat from 1835 to 1851, Thege were the post-war years of high price

and low quantity.,,

%5; Price of Wheat per Quarter
1 35 39 1% M.c
1836 383. éd »
1837 558, 10d.
1839 7@5 » 8d «
1840 6650 %g
1841 6ls » ha .
1842 575, 3d.
1843 508, 14,
1% 518 . 3d§
18&5 508, 10d.

{eontinned on p. 11)

1 -
QB;figga and Jordan, ops git., p. 139 and Cole and Postgate, op. ¢it.,
Ps Lo

20
Prices are listed in shillings and pence.




Year
(contimued)

1846 i

] 18“'? ) 69!0 th
1848 ’ 508, 6d.
1849 blyy, qu
1850 ’ 405, 3d.
1851 388. 6d.

The above information represents the fluctuations in the price of wheat
during the fifteen-year post-Napoleoniec Wajh poried in British ae»ﬁmﬂ.ﬂ
history.,

| Thers is one other aspest to be considered in a study of Britain's
post-war agricultural economic pieture. Until 1849 there existed high
tariff barriers against impoerted wheat. The Corn Laws or tariffs pre-
vented imported wheat from coming into the country to ease the agricul-
tural and economic crisis, Such laws only added to the hardships the
Bi-it&.sh people were suffering due to the high prices of wheat.

British agriculturists recovered from the poat-war depression and
experienced a time of economis admoe during the middle years of the
nineteenth century. "Agricultural wages [g,_mthor Meaﬁm of living
conditions/ had fallen substantially in the 'forties +,. By 1860 the
agricultural labourers were getting on the wsragc mthez- over 20 per
cent inereases over the wages of 1850, md by 1870 nearly 30 per cent

sen by 1875 average wages were about 55 :po:* gent above the 1850 1evel¢
Agrienltural conditions hit a severe alump after a peak of gmt

prosperity in 1870, Bad harvests plagued the fayrmers and hetween 1874

Zlogle and Postgate, op. eits, pps 312-313.

22.&_.3.1 id., p. 352.
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and 1882 there were only two good hapvests. In addition, Resce's freez-
ing operation was diseoversd in 1867 which, when later perfected, allowed
foreign wheat to be preserved and transpmrtsdltn Englémd with little dan-
ger of spoilage. "After 1875 the good times esms to an end. The full
force of free trade was folt and American wheat exports began to flood
the English market, Grain alse poured in from Canada, the Baltie, and
South Rﬁa!ih"zg ‘Agrioultural conditions were not unlike those days of
the early part of the Vietordan Age.

The depression /1670's and afteg] vas due to low
prices, It wag, up to 1884, mainly the prices of
corn and wool which wers accountable, But there
was 2 series of bad seasons in the 'seventies, the
vield of wheat having been below the average in
seven years out of ten. The acute stage was resched
in 1879, known as the 'black year,! when the harvest

- was the worst of any in the second half of the cen-
tury, Instead of advansing, prices fell, in cone
sequence of heavy imports. Americs had a great erop,
and shipped to England a much greater quantity of
wheat than in any previcus year. Again a dissstrous
attaeck of shesp-rot carried off large numbers of
animals, while foot-and-mouth disease caused further
losgses, Thus all classes of agriculturists suffered,
Thousande of farmers wers nearly ruined,,,

The changes which tnmk'phn in the rield of agriculture definitely
had an agute effect on tho fnmwu and agrieultuml labmmaru themselves
but more important, ﬂmtmﬁiem in agriculture a.:tfmtad esch one of the
goeial classes in England in some way or gnothpr. It is this impact en

the classes which is significant.

23
Briggs and Jorden, gp, glt., ps 154,

Mprasl, op. eite, pe 806,




The Enclosure Movement was considered an economic success. It
was thought to be a major step forward in the field of agricultural de-
velopments Landlords or landowners gained because the enclosures of
common land inereased production md raised the standards of cultivation.
Increaged produstion meant greater ylelds and more profits for the land.
owners. The immediate sffect was detrimental, however, to the tenants
end farm labourers..

Enelosurés had a negative effect on the general condition of the
labouring population of England, Mawy individuals who had been earning
s living off of comnon land were assigned too 1ittle land to meintain a
small 1iving, many fatled to adhers to their legel rights when they didn't
get as much as they should have25 md athers sold their allotments before
or aft.az- avards Wﬁl’é made. . "That» land was enclosed with 1ittle respect
for the right.s of the makex* ptrt:les aamwt be dﬂﬁad. In many cases,
these private petitims mre cl:mm up by thu prineipal lanémarsz? of a
distriet metiag in sem’e. and' the inhabit&nta kaw 11%1@ or nothing of
the d&tﬁils until the Aet was passed," 28 For muy. pzrimrily the land-
owners, the Enclosure Movement was oxtremely benefieial and mish profit
was gaigedw "But in the mﬂ.dst of this pﬁagmss and growing prosperity ‘tha
pqsi'hion of the agriaultural labourer mmimd a gross and singular blot

25Legal procedures were too expensive for the common labourers.
26rraill, ops gitss pe 103,
E?R‘afars to petitions to have land entlosed.

25riges and Jordan, gp. git., p. 131,
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on the n&tion-g“zg

- Such a pat‘l;emﬁf» eontrast between the landlords and }'labnmrs
appeared again during the ninetesnth eentury when the Corn Laws were
still enforseds While the Mm&rs ‘gained the common people suffeved
becsuse the price of wheat was kept artificially high. The Corn Laws
brought profit for the wealthy and caused hardships for the poor, While
Corn Laws were enforced landowners eould ask a high price for t,}‘zo. wheat
they sold, knowing their preduct was domestically much in dammage- The
labourers, individuals who Mvad. at ‘the subsistenes level, had to buy
~ wheat products /food staples/ no matter what the cost. When Corn Laws
kept wheat prices high 1abourera want hungry. - Thus a ewatant disparity -
c:&stad bet.wesen the rich mi the paor ulaases. ’

~In the ei.ghtaenth and n:lnatﬂnth eenturies, wealth divided in. . .
d,ivi&uals into soelal ¢lasses in- England, Landownsrs j‘wara considered
rich and therefore in an upper aaaial. ,eamgary-:»‘fam lebourers were al-
most always poor so th@y' baltmgaﬁ"ﬁn -ﬁh& lower élum Categorizing ine
dividuals in any scolety Ey neans \armm'm not necessarily accurats
but neverthelsss it was the system mest frequently used.

In 1815 Patrick Colquhoun publishsd a pupulation survey in which
he listed British eitizens according to alasa and incoms, Basing his
estimates on a total papulatien of fourteen million, calquhm broke down
the classes in the following manner:

*Re J. Bvans, The Victorian Age (Lendon, 1950), ps 163164,

30 Corn Laws pvmntad feuign wheat from flammag domgstie markets, a sit-
uation whish would eause pr:mns of whut to fall.




Roughly nine millions were assigned to the working
classes, including paupers and vagrants, three mil}.ims
to the freeholders snd farmers, three-quarters of a
million to the traders and ewployers, half a million
" to publie employees and the professional class together,
four hundred and thirty-ssven thousand to the cluss of
" innkeepers and publiesns, end four hundred and twenty.
~ five thousand to the wistoar;ay.m
It mast be kept in mind that Colquhoun's figures are over-weighted
beoause he ingluded domestic servants among dependents but his statisties
are the best available from the period. His material illustrates that
~ during the sarly years of the nineteenth oentury, the soeial structure was
" deminated by the avistoerdey and landowners. The only other major portion
- of the populatien consists of the labouring class. These two large sectors
of British society had little in ecommon and contrasted greatly.

Avistosracy (Nebility, Genmtyy, Rwalty and Upper <& (in pounds)

Qlim. not meludiag next g’mp)annnu;unﬂnm 0,000,000
State Serviee and PonsionBessscnnvinsnnsnnnashosrpnassss 8, QQO;QQQ”
Professiens §mt§ of Clergy, Law, Medioine)sesysssssewe 17,000,000
Agriculture (landholders apart from aristocracy, in-

cluding fresholders and fermers, but not including _

' hmﬁrs)ihpﬁquuusnnuan;;buuumsvﬂtnugu 7‘*;000;990

Trade and Industry (exeluding innkeeperz and publicans, B
' and also w&gwmx'ﬂ);;un"@uunuuuniu»on&w 3?;560‘;0@3
Innkeepers and Publieans sesssssssnsessssssnsnssinsonsy 9;@@69995
Working Classes (artisans, lebourers, miners, ete., in-

clwiing agriw‘ltuﬂl hbm‘&‘i).‘antyi:nnunauu#rﬁt 52,399 000
Paupers, Vagrants and Criminals sscsssussenasvavassnens 10,000,000

Total Income +ey 297,000,000
Hole and Postgate, op. ﬁ.ﬁ; PP+ Lh’j-&hé*

.gzsdumi Cole an‘ﬁ. Postgate, op. m,f. ppe 194 and 1&%
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There was a social pyramid 1n England and within this formation
the aristoeraoy rested st th/o top whilo the ecountry people, the poor or
common peeple. formed the faundation. Wealth or the lack of it divided
the sectors in the social scale. The social framework was statie and in-
flexible. The landowners made profits and did well; "the principal duty
of the poor was to be. comsont. with thci.r lot." 33 A1l the variations of
‘}swial a’ta.tus betwcan,tho rieh and poor depended on gradations of income.
| Dnring ,‘ tho earlydnysef t.he nineteenth century, industrialization
- was in .the éarlyvstages‘of-develepmnt. . The "nouveaux riche', men who
- made their fortunes as mamhanté.' faetory owners and speculators, had rot
. yet become a. m,jer portion of British. soeiety.% In 1332 when the Great
~ Refem Bill was passed tha middla class did not even hold offices By
mid-century and partiocularly from 1850 on, the history of England became
- the history of the middle algiss. They were to become 2 very important
sector of the British so,eiu_l“ structure 'auri:ig’,tho laz£ years of the Vie-
torian Era but they must be ruled out as an 1mpemnt,‘elemént in the days
of eariy nineteenth century, Romantie England.

8ince there was & c¢lear absencs of middle class during the formative
years of the Viotorian Age, the diffp:aneqs‘_ betwesn the upper classes and
the lower classes became oven more distinet and obvious,

Unless the social elasses are defined any discussion about them
33&5& Briggs, The Making of ModernEm _am‘l' (Now York, 1959), 'p- 13.
3!"1.“«1-. when the members of t.he middla class began to ascerue great masses
of industrial wealth, there was a threat to the aristocracy for the division

of classes was supposed to bebased on wealth, Often the industrialists had
more actunal income than 1<mg. established and titled aristocrnt.ia families.
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becomes vague. 35 In the stratified Victorian social pattern, the term
¢lass meant "a category of psrsons who oceupied a similar position on a
hierarchical scale of eemin .charwieristias such as wealth."% How
mach income or sccumulated wealth a person or family had determined into
what soclal category he would belong, Referring to Colgquhoun's sﬁntia‘bias
[#0e table on page 15 this text] , the upper classes would include the
nobility, gentry, royalty and 'ﬁbpgr,élergy. The lowsr classes included
ariiﬁahs.' la.beﬁmrsy miﬁe:?s ‘B}'ld_ 'Agfiaulﬁiral labourers. Colguhoun's.
figures might be extended so that the sategory Agriculture (landowners
apart from aristooracy) be included as upper class members and also some
Frofessional men, especially the remainder of the clergy not inecluded in
‘t,he aﬁstaafacy. | W&an such adjustments are made to Colquhoun's originasl
computations, there i3 an even greater disparity between rich and poor,
upper and lower class. '

A revised table by adjusting Colquhoun's statistics would divide
the upper and lower classes in the following manner:

Upper Class o Noﬁility. gontry, reoyalty,
o - L slergy, and landowners
Lower Class - Artisane, miners, and sll

labourers

Such a division would separate the two classes, uppsr and lower, into
those who owned land and those who had no land at allg

35There is considerable uaﬂertainty sbout nsaigning any partieulnr in-
‘dividual to a slage or status group, At best the divisions can be made
arbitrarily., : : ‘

36Relf Dshrendorf, Soedet (stanford,
1959). pt ix‘

Class snd Class '-Genflﬂ.e
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The upper elass of Vietorian England included the wealthy and
those who may have been sonsidered to be wealthy because of ownership of
land, title, heritage or alaim to royalty. Hagland in 1832 vesembled the
eruder, pre-industrial, pre-demoeratic, unreformsd Hngland of the eigh-
teenth gant—ury.g? It was this, the ways of the eighteenth century, which
lingered on at the top of British society well into the ninetzenth century.
Squire ‘Wesﬁfms mﬂulgad thaméalvaa at will; the sristocraey or gentry
remained umhmgeﬂ since the éaj's of mme England. "The poor had suffered
by the war but at no period had the landed gentry been wealthier or happier,
or more sngrossed in the 1ife of thelr pleasant ecuntry: Mu_ses;"ja The:
- rural landlord ruled supreme in the Britlish countryside. The aristoeracy
at the top of the soatal ‘sca'ié,ms virtually divoreed i’mm the worries of
the world, The very fact that the upper elass had wealth allowed them the
freedon to explore the pleasures of the leisure ¢lsss. They had both the
~ time and the money to hunt the fox, to drink fine wines and beers, o travel
to the Continent on a Grand Tour, to spend money lavishly on themselves
and their friends, The uﬁfoz'wmm aspect of the mammer in which the upper
class lived was that all teo often thqﬂ.r,y@al@h and fyee time was had at the
expense of the poor, labouring class at m mttom.af the sooial soale.

Normally, the lower class cams in comtact with the aristosrscy through
the local gentry, "Presiding over life ﬁj Engi@ waz the osuntyy gmtzw,;s

375, Kitson-Clark, Th and (Cawbridge, 1962), p. 206,

38peters to the post-Vepoleenie War peried, appreximstely 1615 to 1839.

392(%3@:1»—5:1&#_15. ops ¢its, pe 221.
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"The cenventional idea of an English squire of eighteenth and
sarly nineteenth gentury seems to have a literary source: he was either
idealized as a benevolent despot or regarded as a drunken sot.",, Country
house or mannor house 1ife meant eare-free, relaxed living for the sountry
gentry. "Far move characteristic of the lesser squires, distributed over
the oountryside in smig sstates was the real-life figure of a self-centered
country gentleman with a dilettante interest in the arts, a shrewd interest
in agrieulture, and an enthusiasm for field sporte."j; The squire led a
1ife not unliks that of a plantation owner in the South during the pre-
Civil War days of early American history. "Although he travelled on the
Continent and made expeditions to London from time to time, the squire's
resl interests were bound up with his neighborhood, his family, friends
and dependents.”, '
Tha squire or gentry shared certain characteristics with other

upper elass individuals, According to cdlquhaun, this would pertain to
ihg nobility, royalty and clergy--sll landowners. Their wealth was derived
from the s0il; fhéy were often farmers themselves and they lived and worked
among their peapie and were intérasted, in spaﬁss rather than pressing
soclal issues.yq In aetuality the gentry lived in a world divoreed from
the ways of the world. The gentle ways and ecourtly customs of the eigh-
teenth century lingered on in the .rsquirarehy at the top of British soclety.’

“Oitohell and Leys, op: gite, p. 383
¥lypag,
42, 1d.

“3Eame Wingfield-Stratford, The Victorian Cycle (New York, 1935), pp» 9-20.
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Oentlemen members of the upper class had so much wealth they
were, as a remlt, left with a great deal of lelsure time to spand on
themselves, Most gentry were above all eonsidered 'manly.' "The manly
man wag a hard fighter, a hard rider, a lard liver, a hard drinker, a& hard
swearer and a hard 1over;“M_ This wae all the gentry had to do to amuse and
entertain themselves; fight, ride, live, drink, swear and love lavishly.
‘There were still a good number of gentlemen who could be deseribed as .
Squire Westerns remeining in the aountryside, left-overs from the days
- -of the eighteenth century.

Upper class women often had nothing to do but to be approved by‘ .
man and "to realize the type of femals perfeetion which the breadwinner .
of the family expected to find in his wife and da_u)gh‘hersa“%; While their
husbands were off playing, bunting and enjoying themselves, the feminine
segtor of the country gentry were left helpless and with nothing te do.
Ymaxig ladies were often taught by a private governess and whemvér possible
did as little domestic work as t};ey emﬂ.dy These women wers supposed to
‘be‘ aequiring the swial‘ manners and customs befitting their higher station
in the social seale. Ladies of the gentry .haﬂ little else to do but yead
poetyy, repeat local »g.aaspi and await gqntlemnh attentions. Courting
and social graces ooccupied mich of thelr time. It was tho hall-mark of &
"hdy' to be 1:119.%.

%Wﬁ.ngf fLeld-Styatford s 8P» Q}__‘gp . PP 13 -1#,

456, M. Trevelyan, Illustrated Engligh Sooial History, Vol. 4 (New York and
Lﬁm@ﬁ‘ 191&9*-'1952); PP 23*2“'0

%ibido' PP 2@*250
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"Upper class definitely meant gentleman or gentlewoman and some-
thing besides; and the prefix gentle ,had in most people's minds a definite
relation to family antecedents as well as to vecupation -~ or to the ab-
sence of it.")y At the very top of English soclety was a body of heredi-
tardly titled individuals, There were very few of these people because
their only elaim to upper class status was a title. However, the titled
aristoerscy téended to marry into the soeial class immédiatsly below them.

_ Title_d married new wealth in order to bolster the ranks, Many of these
'secondary! families were the lower ranks of the avistocracy -~ the landed.
gontry just diseussed,

The gentle class considersd themselves the landed, privileged elite
and had no doubts about the rightness of their claims to superiority. The
1ife of the maner house, the only life thw-ﬁye_r knew, could nnlﬁylhaw-
been theirs had they not title, land, money and the leisure time provided
by their wealth, This attitude of superiority inereased t.ha alresdy ex-
fsting tensions which were evident betmén the upper oiass and the lower
elass. Especlally in agricultural areas, the upper class and lowsr class
came in eoﬁs‘hmt contact with each other. The landless poor were made to
feel even more downtrodden when they saw svery ’day their masters sporting
at the expense of their labourers who suffered. The rich could conceive
of 1ife in no other fashion, The only manners they knew were those of
‘the wealthy and leisured dlus, "i‘heil* days were full of hope and life
moved on at a relaxed pace. The lower class never knew such an exlstence.

They had suffered long enough; there had to be a change.

476. o, Hy Cole, Studies in Class Struoture (Lendon, 1955), p. 6l.
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What a contrast there was betwsen the sumtuous mamer of upper
¢lass 1life and the way the lower, poorer classes existed. The poor could
afford little time to play for they ‘Wariced from dawn till dusk, Women
wore far from idle; they worked right along with the men in the fields,
dairies. grape arbors and pasturelands. There was no wealth and very
little incowe among the poor workers. They ocwned no land and they worked
and teiled on the land which belonged to others, Land was the basis of
status and power in Vietorian Umgland: Land meant wealth. The rich had
it ‘and the poor had not. Betwsen the two classss ﬁas .'a”?.;ar'rier of land,
It was on this land, the agrieultural fields, where the uppsr class and
lowey olass cams in contact and yet that very land kept them forever - |
soparated., Land was the battlefield between the classes. ‘

For the common labourer the ﬁhola periadae was a time of depmis-siem
and gloom, Often wages and ineome obtained fram meager garden plots were
g0 low that the poor were on the very edge of starvatien, defenselsss
against illness or the slightest misfortune, 49 The breadwimmer in a poor
family during hard times had no alternative but to watch his family suffer.
If there was a erop failure it meant unemployment which resulted in no
inecome %o pay fer food for the ‘hurxgry. The lover class was made move
acutely aware of thelr plight when they eamparé& the situation they found
ihams@lves fased with to the lumuries of their upper class landlords. It
wes bad enough that they should be living at the barest level of existence
but it seemed worse when contrasted with the ways and manners of the rich.

48
Refers to the early deeades of the nineteenth century in England.

WMit.aholl and Laya, gp_‘ eit,, p- 387.
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In the post-war years of prospsrity for the upper c¢lass, the lower
olasses lived at th&.,subs‘istan‘eeﬂ level or below. '"In visiting the

labourdng families," wrote Rev, David Davies in The C@g of Labourers in

Hugbandry, "I eould not but observe their mean and distressed condition.
I found them indifferently fed, badly clothed, some c¢hildren without
shoas and stoekings, very few put to suhool.n-"5o
‘Actually onve the Napoleonioc Wars wsre over the agrieuliural
labourer was doing well, if real wages are considered and taking the
average of the country as a whale.ﬁl "In gome vegions he was deoidely
better off. But his /agrioultural labourer]/ standard of life had declined
in those parts of the rural South which lay farthest from the wage- com-
petition of factories and mines, partzleularly where the poor-rates wers
being employed to keep wages dowa. and whers the labourer depended on ths
landowmser who empleyad him. w 52
There was a distinet difference between the conditions of the
agricultural lsbourer during tha ‘elghteenth eentury and during the nine.
teenth century, | N |
The agr:lenlﬁural labourer during the early nineteenth
- eentury was often foreed to take part of his wages in
bad corn and worse beer. In sarlier and simpler days
the labourer had more often been lodged in the farm and
ate at the board of the landowner. Thig had mesnt a

¢loser and kinder poraeml eomct and less aegmatim
of classes, 53

305 . C. Harrison, Ed., Spelety

(New York, 1965),
Ps 35. “

BlReal Wages: The non-agricultural seetor of the economy was in a &opraasian
so the labourer's income oy dollar would buy more.

 52Trevelyan, op, g¢its, PPs 8-9.-
531pad,
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After the Napoleonis Wars there was a long period of hard times
for the poor in England, Agricultural workers in particular suffered from
the sovers economice conditions. Industry ne longer producsed mumitlons so
war-time industrial workers had no jobs; soldlerz back from the wapr came
home to find no work so the unemployed flooded the labour market.  In
addition, bad harvests mesnt starvetion everywhere. The profits gained
by the rich or upper clase omly aecentuated the downtrodden lower ¢lags
poor and their blighted condition.

The great majopity of the lewer classes was underfad, poorly
housed, underpaid, had no partienlay powers or value to society, and was
ignorant and illiterate, 5l "Betweenfhhe years 1802 and 1832 the existing
system of British farming, by whieh land was owned by landlords, occupied
by tenants, and ocultivated by 1aqu'ers, becane practically universal.v 55
It was under suoh livinmg condlitions that the poor muffersd and the rich
thrived, Constantly in cmtaet-,» the upper and lower classes conflieted
over the svery-day problems of exlstence. |

The class system im Greal Britain during the Victorian years was
extremely structured and stratified., Kot only was there a great disparity
betwsen rich and poor but there was very little opportunity for social
mobility either up or down. ’-ﬂiis inflexibility farther aggravated an
already iﬁﬁahrabla- situation of soeial inequant}y in the eyas of the

lewer class, The prosperity of the upper class served to acecentuate the

5!'*Evaris. oPe ¢ite, Do 187,

5traill, gps gits, pe 102,
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faet that the lower clssses had nothing. In addition, the upper olass
often suceseded at the expense of the downtrodden poor.

II

Thomas Hardy, Vietorian author, revolted against the class ocon-
sciousness in British soclety. Bescause Hardy was originally from a very
rural and remote part of England his most frequent contacte were. primarily
with lowsr class imskilled agricultural labourers. It was with these
peopie that Hardy'c sympathies rested.

Born in 1840, Thomas Hardy grew up in Wessex, an agrieultuval
locale in the southwest corner of England, Hardy's birthplace waz "a
small eluster of t:my cottages, set off only by the inevitable tavern..

It boasted neither church, school, nor post offies. Ne main road ran,
through it. Dorchester itself, not yet tapped by railway lines, was
gelf~contained enough but Upper Boekhampton was virgin, untouched by the
stesl of industrial eulture, primitive, matural.”sg

Growing up in and avound Dorchester put Hardy in contact with
itx&ividuals whom he would never forget., His daily associations were
with farmers' .ehildran. local shopkeepers, dairy maids, tavern keepers
and the like. These individuals were rustic and unspoiled, untoueched
by the wheels of modern industry. In many ways they were fifty years
behind times and yet this primitiveness is what endeaved the people of
the area to the heart of the author, There were gertain qualities about
56

Ernest Brermecke, Jr., The Life of T . (New York, 1925),
Pe 77 | -
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the peasant folk which spoiled upon contact with the upper class.

The peoplas of Wessex were slow.moving, elothed "in weather-worn
garments whose oub, like the eut of their pro-nouns, had searcely changed
in generations... "57 ‘Sueh individuals were the dowdnating factors in
Hardy's childhood, Identifying as he did with the downtrodden and poor,
fardy himself had feelings of class conscioummess. As he grew into man-
hood. he found himself caught in a diiema: to which class did he truly
helang, ’

‘Thomas Hardy came from a family with a mixed social background.

His father was a cormon labourer and had made his living as a stone-mason.
The family income was wmodest. On his father's side of the family then,
the Hardys considered themsalves part of the lower, twrking class, Hardy's
mother, however, came Trom a long line of Uterary families; they had at
one time had considereble wealth, In this respect, his family on his
mother's side -laimed to be upper elass. However, "on both sides of his -
family the [goelal/ progression had been downward. From a-"positim ,iregﬁzded
by Victorian scviety as nore worthy, that of landed pr;:iprﬁ,étomhip. the -
‘descent to the low thatched house on the edge of Egdon Heath was one that
Hirdy found hard to forgeta" gy |

~ In one respect Hardy grew up in an atmosphere of artificial and
pretentious upper clé.ss values. A%t the same time he developed in a world
psopled by genuine farm labourers tied to the earth by their work and
their povertys Caught in a pull betwaen the two onds of the social seale,
Thomas Hardy's feelings bent towards the vustic lower class.

ypag,
58car1 Js Weber, Haydy of Wessex (Hamden, 1962), p« 7.
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Caught in & eclass-conscious dilemma, Thomas Hewdy lived in two
worldsi his life was a double one. He lived both in the world of the
wealthy and leisurely upper class and yei know the realism of lower class
life as well, ‘Hardy spoke with a Dorset sccent, and he knew the vurel
dialeect, but as a boy he was not permitied to speak it."g9 Although
Hardy assoelsted with the rural peeple of Dorchester, “his mother wes
too conscious of every mark of social inferiority to sllow him to label
hinself by the rustie vocabularys'cn When Hardy played with the young-
sters in his area he acquired thsir habits, manaers, language and rustic
w&ys. His mother and father frownsd on such customs and would not allow -
him to bring his lower class assoclates into their howe. VHardy soon
lesyned that there was an invisible but distinet berrier between the Life
within his home and the life outside it."g; This difference was the same
as the barrier between the upper and lower olasses, At the same time
as he vas growing into manhood Hardy learned ancther important lesson
ébouﬁ English sociéty. Not only was there a difference betusen 1ife in-
side his home ae compared to 1ife cutaide the home but that very distine-
tion madé it clear to Hardy that there was a very clear barrier between
the agricultural 1ife of the lower class individuals whom he knew well
and the landed gentry known to him as the upper class. From early child-
hood Thomas Hardy formed the ideas abmt‘ elasses and elass conseiousness

which appeared in the novels he wrote as a mature man.

594b3d,, pp. 19-20,
60314,

élﬁremeeke. Jrs, ops gibe, pe 80,
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Ne exact date can bs set for the Pirst dawning of a sense of

sc;’cﬁ.al‘distﬁ.nction in Hardy's own mind, "but it was there befors he had
reachad the age of ten; and, onee planted in his mind, it never left him." 62
Az Hardy grew into manhood the influence of his parents' social class con-
selonaness begame more pronounced and this in turn caused Hardy to become
introspective and lonely, He knew not where to turn in his desire to iden-
tify with some facet of the soelal pattern., He eriticized the society in
which he lived; he expressed his oriticeism in his novels.

"Hardy's first rovel, entitled The Poor Men and the Lady, em-

phasized throughout its astions the social dlsparity ennounced in the

title."éj In An Indiscoretion in the Iife of an Heiress and again in his

later novels, the recognition of class disparity weighed more and more
heavily upon him, The tales he wrote in the eighties and nineties re-
fleeted his early impressions of social discord.

uT4 is impovtant to realize the early aspsct of Hardy's 1ife for
it both determined and symbolized the .., sympathetie appreciation and
pity [For the lower clasges/ which was later on to characterize his
whole artistic sttitude."s) The same theme of social conflict hetween
the classes was evident in The Return of the Native written in 1878 and

in his later novel The Mayor of Casterbridge, 1886,

62
Webey, P ﬁi‘tgv, Pe 5

€31pid.

&Bmmwks, Jrs, PPs gites Po 8l.
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The period known as the "Hungry Forties" experienced by the ag-
ricultural workers and labourers greatly impressed aubhor Thowas Hardy.
Wessex was a locale whieh exisbed from day to day on agriculiure argd
depended on foed for the villages from agricultural production. The con-
ditions of the Wessex region sulidified in the mind of Thomas Hardy and
impressed upon him the precaricus exlstence of Wessex asgrieultursl .
labourers of the lower class, When he wag only ten Hardy knew a boy from
Iis region whe had starved te death during the Tawine years the agricul-
turists suffered, 65 Hawdy's syzﬁpathy for the rustic heart grew over the
yéars‘ In 1891 when many people in prosperous, industriel England belisved -
class differences had been reetified, ’ﬂmmés Hardy saw tha.‘bv one important
aspect of British society remained unchenged. Class ;iist-iﬁ;ztions izéra‘ as
clear cut in 1890 as they were in 1815; only a slight tramsformation had
taken plase, Hardy saw that’ the former upper class, now iﬁ a high income
bracket because they owned the factors of produotion, wore the same 'tjrpaf "
of individuals who had béen the landed gentey finy'years‘;mviaus; ‘The
lower class, instead of being agrmlmai. labourers, wore revlaced by -
individuals who were Just as distressed and in the same sc:‘c;i’al ‘category.f‘
the factory worker. g The situstion of a wide gap betwsen the upper and
lower classes still existed but with the onset of the Industrial Revelu-
tion the characteristics of those 'lzwé classes changed . There was still
a stratified alééé ﬁ;ésﬁaﬁi in England, and as a result there was still

much conflict betwsen the upper and lower classes.

65“@1)&1‘, OpPs Qit:-* Pe lth

66Eng1and at this timﬁ wag primarily an urban nation (1890's).
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"Hardy drematived the evil of elass feeling--how 'honest human
affection will become shamefaced and mean under the frost of elass-
division and soeial prejudices'--in nearly all of his sterles and nevela.“é.?
In each novel, despite the major theme of morality, Thomas Hardy stressed
the continuous existance of classes and the destruction such stratificatien
caused to human beings. When the classes were pitted against each other,
constantly in eonfliect, it was the lowwr olass thaet suffered the most,
Hardy strongly felt that the upper classes had a detrimental affeet upon
the lower algss rustios. When they came in contact it seemed that it was
the lower classes who suffered at the expense of the upper class.

The two novels in which Thomas Hardy most strongly voiced his
opinions about class and class consclousness in Victorian seclety and
the injustices such distinctions brought about were Tess of the d'Urber-
villes and Jude the Obgoure, The poer, Hardy believed, wers coarse but
had the virtues of fidelity, simplicity, emdurance, and tolerance. They
were simpls but puve. However, "this rural simplicity was threatensd by
aristooratic complexity."¢g The simple rustics became tainted and lost
their virtue when they came in touch with the complex life of the upper
elasss The poor were corrupted when the two classes, upper and lower,
conflicted. In Tess and in Jude are numerous examples of the upper and
lower c¢lasses which Hardy felt so intensely sbout, He wove stories about
the day to day lives of the common as well as the upper ¢lass people of
Weasex, diseﬁased examples of when and undey what conditions the two

67Albert Js Guerard, Thomas Hardy (Cambridge, 1949), p. 24,

éaibid!. P« 20;
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clagses came into contact with each other, and why they clasghed., Both
novels, Tess of the d'Urbervilles written in 1891 and Jude the Obsgure in
1896, were set in the agricultural atmosphere which Hardy knew well, It
was his technique to criticize the current social pattern by writing
novels which were stories about the people who lived in the days of very
early Victorian England, This was his advantage as an author, however,
because Hardy wrote best about the people and the ares with which he was
most familiar. He truly entered the hearts, minds, and feelings of the
Wessex population. His portrayals of such peopls and thely problems, in
turn made it possivle for Hardy to enter into the feelings of his eon-
temporaries. Tess and Jude were criticisms of a soclety of the past but
the two novels also deal with the contemporary world and problems of
Hardy's mature yaars,69

The scene of Hardy's novels is established in en agricultural setting
in or nsir bhis home area of Dorchester in Wessex, Within this setting
Tess was written; Hardy had two reasons in mind. First, he wanted to
arouse sympathy for a virtuous girl who had a tragie life because she had
been unjustly seduced by a member of the upper class. Sscondly, Hardy
hoped to make gclear the unfair treatment the lower alaz#ai suffered on
the account of the upper classes. It was in a rural setting that Hardy
could best desoribe the contscts which Tess had both with the siuple, .,
rustio wayz of life but also with the superficial menmers of the upper

S David Cecil, Hardy the Novelist (Lemdon, 1960), p. 18.

?orhia alaé gave Hardy an opportunity to say semothing‘ahaut the de-
plorable situation of British agriculture in the nineteenth century.
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¢lass which Haydy so strongly resented., He nbt- only sympathized with
the downtrodden but stated that when the lower classes cawe into con-
tact with the upper clagses, the poor were sure to suffer hedause of the
assoclation. Tess' 1life had besn destroyed as a result of her contact
with the upper class roue, Alec d'Urberville. "The beautdful innocent
‘maiden, Tess [Tepressntative of the lower glags/ was hetrayed by a wicked
seducer [vefers to Alec of the upper clags/ and ended her life on the
gallows ime,“?l ’

Thore are numerous examples in Teseg which confirm Hardy's phil.
-osophy about the soeial classes in Vietorian Enmgland. "A few very :'qal
‘problems reeur in most of the /Hardy/ novels and provide a formal sub-
Ject matter; the contrast between rural simplicity and aristocratic
complexity and corruption, the pathos of mgiaml and c¢lass deracination,
and ’thi destructive offect of class i‘mmsg."?z Tess herself represents
the simple rustic Hardy se much admires and individusls like Alec are
upper class personalities with whom the lower class come into sontact.
The olasses representéd in the two Hardy rimls. Tess of the d'Ur '

1@ _Obsoure, in the author's mind stood for very specific ele-

mente in British eoviety.

The upper class in Hardy's novels referped particularly to the
remnants of & once-wealthy snd titled family. The 'smeller gentry' still
were considered landowners and had all the accouterments of the aristoeratio
71 ,

Cecil, op. ¢it., p. 32.

72&&0?&:&. op. git., p. 19.
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gontry but they still reprssented, in compariason to lower class workers,
the upper stratum of British soclety. Claps status was a relative topic
and even though the gentry were, in Victordan socliety, on the way down the
soeial ladder, in the eyes of the lower cless the gentry were considered
to be the upper cluss. The gentry ar'um#r alass Ancome came from owner-
ship of land. Bwen théugh they were not extremely wealthy, in fact, they
somotines were relatively poor themselves, they were nevertheless wealth-
ier than the working class poor,

'Urbervilles was an agriceultural

The entire setting of Te, g !
ne. Shaston and the village of Marlott plus the adjeining regien of
Bh&hmqtﬁnds up the locale in which the eplsude took plats.. Hardy de-
seribed bis native Wessex when he wrote: |

 The vAllage of Merlott lay amid the northeastern
undulations of the beautiful Vale of Blakemoor, RO
or Blackmoor, aforesaid, an engirdled and segluded
- regien, for the most part untrodden as yet by ST

teurist or landseape painter, though within a
L fmr-houra journey from Lmdam.n

It was in an ares qﬁi‘h a‘lm&lar to the tarrita!:y in whieh Haxdy had
grm up, that the representatives of both the upper md lower class

hved. stmgglwd. ;nﬁ d:ied. In Tegs of the d gp_gmllo the upper
ﬂlaas gentry and 1emr olass labourers of the fa:ms wcrm in frequent
ocontact with each other due to the faet that they both lived in a rural,
agri#ultuﬂl region,

Thomas Hardy manipulsted the setting of the novel, Tess, in

ys‘mnms Hardy, Tess of the d't_!_x;borvgggg"(mw York, 1964), p. 22,
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order to argue his ideas about the stratified system of olass distinctien
vhich he saw not only in the England -of the past but in the latter part
of the ninsteenth century as well, In a rural ares both upper and lowey
class individuals were dependent upon the land in some manner for their
very existense (upper and lower classes). Although the labourers no
longer lived and ate on the premlises of the landed gentry as they once
had done during the days of the sighteenth century, the poor and the
wealthy did come in contact with each other. Upper class individuals
~ held pesitions of losal importence and often had some sort of supervisory
-~ powers over the poor. In the case with Tess herself, her family of farm
- labourers obtained word that they hnd a legal claim to a titled family--
the fawily and name of d'Urbsrville. As a result, Tess is actually sent
to seek out an upper elase relation so that she might 'claim kin.' This
was a rare instance of upper and lower claszes rélat&na to each other,

. but there were mwr ather exaﬁplaa in the eveyy-day pattern of life in
rustic Wessex and the neerby r&gims.: Quite often when the lower classes
were in want due to & famine or crop failure, they went to the landowners
to express and, hopefully, to fulfill their needs. The gentry wers paternal
owmaw# of the labouring lower olass,

Irbs s Hardy assigned two charscters to the
landed upper olass gentry: Alse d'Urberville and Angel Claresn), the

author's sttack on the upper class originated with a desoription of the
titled d'Urbervilles., Instead of being legitimate claimants to aristocracy,
h

It seems ironmle that both characters are men and lesd to the destruetion
and eventual downfall of a female member of the lower class.
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the family's source was from a merchant who had adopted an importsnt sound-
ing nawe so that it would appear that his family was aristoeratic. In -
other words, they wers impersonators. |

The é‘ﬁrbomuu--w Stoksa»d.'ﬁrbemlles; as thay at
firet called themselves--wers a somewhat unusual ‘
family. When old Mr, Simon Stoke had made his for-

‘tune a& an honest merchant in the Herth, he decided

~ to setile as a sounty man in the South of England;

' 'in doing this he felt the necessity of recommericing
with a name that would not toe readily identify him
with the smart tradesman of the past snd that would
be less commonplace than the original bald, sterk
words. He concidered that d'Urberville looked and

sounded as well as any and d'Urberville aecordingly
was annexed to his own name for himself and his heirs

~ eternally., 75

It was into such a pseudo-aristocratic family of d'Urberville that

;. son, Aiée. was bafn. In his &&sariﬁtiéﬁ of Alee a;m‘l}his mbsoquint
hohnviar. Thcmas Hardy very vivmdly pcrtmys his taolmga and sentiments
abmt the appar ula.sa. Hardy reinforces these dmumﬁmc wh&m hﬂ
dimneé Alee dvummue's wn’hae‘ks w.tt-h not only Tess but, ‘the antiro‘
vﬂ.llag& of the rusties of !»hrleﬁt.@ o

| Aloe dtﬁrbamlle vas typiml of the uppar class gentry because
he had title (even t-heugh adapm). family heritage, money and leisure.
He was reckless, hard-living, a aaﬂ and a playboy. He could best be
deseré.bnd in one mrd-»—mo. Alne was 2 ei.gsr~smkiag. rich yeung
vulgarian who lived anly for his own animal pleamrm?é

PSHardy, Tess, pp. 50-5L.
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He had an almost suart.hy e&mplﬁn@n. w&t-h full 1lips,
~badly moulded, though red and smooth, sbove which was
a well-groomed black moustache with curled points,
though his age could not be more thsn three- or four-.
and-twenty, Despite the touches of barbarism in his
- eountours, there was a singular force in the gentle-
man's fage and in his bnld mlling ey®ugn

There seems to be no doubkt that Hardy considered Aleec as the villain
in bis novel, Tess of thg'd'm-bemnaa;. He let Alee d'Urberville re-

present all that was eorrupt and =eﬂ1 :uz the upper elasses, It was the
character Alec who sedueed Tess, o lower slass farm girl whom Hardy called
ta pure woman.! Not only did Alec take advantage of an imnnpcent rustie
but in addition he showsd little concern for the consequences of his
asetions. Haydy, in the character oif Alesg, very alaa:ly points out that
he folt the uppaf classez wers often irresponsgible and were unconcerned
for the fate of the lower classes. When the upper and lower classes did
come im‘.o caﬁtact with sach other, va,nd,as a result conflicted as did Alec
and Tess, it was the uppor class indivi&ml who survived and the lower
¢lass person who was made to suffer bacause of the relationship, Ir-
raséaﬂsibiiity and a lack of eene;m far the outcome Qf their actions,
especially when those aetions had to de with the 1amr classes, were sins
of the upper e¢lass which Haz-dy eould not t‘orgive. ‘Iherefm. he wrote
about them and a:qaoaed them t.o the raadi:g mrlé.

In Tess of the d! gg rvilles Hardy's s;wpathies were with the
common agricultural labeurers and their families, Hefore Tess came in

_gontact with Alee, her famlly name had been 'Durbeyfield' and eonsidered

WHardiQ Tess, ps 51
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themselves to be no higher in the soclal seale and no higher in seclal
importance than the lowest member of the societal ladder. Hardy wrote
Toss from the common man's point of view and wrote eriticizing the values
of the upper clesses. He considered the aristocracy hypoeritical and
artificial compared to the genuine wholesomeness of the lower elass
working people.

A senge of injustice against the pure simple rustics ig portrayed
in deseriptions of Tess, hey family, and the villagers of Marlott.

Why it was ‘?. upon thh haautiful fammine

tissue, [Tess/ .o there ehould have been

traced such a coarse pattern ss it was doomed

~ to veceive; .., many thousand years of analy-
tical philosophy have failed to explain seepg

dy believed the agricultural labourers, the pcor lower class, were

taken advantage of by the upper classes. The coarse pattern traced upen
Tess was the imprint of Alec d'Urberville's rash sctioms. Hardy was
disturbed by the fuet that Alec nsyer had to pay for his crimes but Tess,
whoe was unaware of the trouble she had gotten into, suffersd the remeinder
of her life. This was the injustice in the socisl system as Hardy saw it.

Tess and her lower class relatives came in contact with one other
example of the upper elass which served to solidify Hardy's ideas about
the gap between the classes in the minds of the rveading public, Angel
Clare was not quite the demon that Hamdy described in the characterization
of Alee d'Urberville but theve are similaritiss in the family backgrounds
’?BHardy, Tess, pe 39,
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from whigh beth young men originated.
01d Hr, Glura was 8 elergymm ar a typa whiuh. wﬁthin
the last twenty years, has well nigh dropped out of
sentemporary 1life., A epiritual descendant in the
- direct lins frem Wyeliff, Huss, Iuther, Calvin; an
Evangelical of the Evangelicals, a cmwrsianist.
‘a man of apostolie simplicity in life and thought,
he had in his raw youth made up his mind ence and
for all en the deeper questlons of sexistence and ad-
mitted no further reasoning on them thenceforward, He
was vegarded even by those of his own date and school
of thinking as extreme; while, on the other hand, those
totally opposed te him were unwillingly won to edmiva- =
tion for his thoroughness and for the remarksble power
he showed in dismissing all question as to prineiples

in his energy for apply then ws cm thing he eamtnlar
wab-«-ainaerea?g =

Alee d'Urberville cams from a family of lamded gentry, s family that
had earned its money in the market but acquired its title by hoax, Angel
ﬁhﬁ's family represented the original aristocracy; eme facet q;t_’ the
upper class was the clergy and Angel Clare's family had a long tradition
| of elerics in their heritage. ‘ , o , )
Althaugh Angel Ghm showed signs of wishing to abandon the upper |
alaas bwkgmund from which he came, hq had natlwt eontact wihh his
family, espscially his two brothers, pillars of the church and members
ef the landed gentry. Thomas Hardy axprasaad his opinion of the Es‘e.ab-
1ished Church and its clergy in the gi;amgter;s of Angel Clare's two |
brathwm Angel himself is also part of ‘bhis aspeet of seaiety b&ﬁ he .
is a vague figure because ho threatens to drop the ways of the uppsr
class, His two brothers, howsver, are perfect examples of ariatnarata.

79 . \
‘Hardy, Tegs, pp. 173-174.
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After breakfast he /Angel Clare/ walked with his
. two brothers, non-evangelical, well-educated,
hall-mayked young men, correct to their remotest
. fibre; such unimpeachable models as are turned =

out yearly by the lathe of a systematic t\x_itiumaa
Hardy continues the description of Angslls two brnt.hei‘s by explaining
their eleriecal baekgrmmd&

If these twe noticed Angel's growing scoial inspmau,

he noticed their grewing mental limitations, Felix 4

seamed to him all Chureh, Cuthbert all College. His

Diogesan Synmod and Visitations were the mainsprings

of the world to the one; Cambridge to the other. Esch

brother candidly recognised thit there were a few un.

important scores of millions of outsiders in civiliged

society, persons who were neither university men nop

ashurchmen; but they were to be toleratsd mthcr than

reckoned with and respseted. 81
In one brief pamgraph Thomas Hu-dy eu%. through the social atretiﬂmt.ion
of Viatarian England and attacked bath the ehumh and sdmation ag wall
as the class gystenm with a d;mble-«aégaé sword. Angel Clave's famny
represented to !icmiy everything he objected te in the uppar’@hasl ta‘e;ahé_f
of British Victorian seeiety. This very attitude of superiority kept
the upper and lower classes separate and was vesponsible for the "paﬁﬁml |
attitude of the rich towards the poor. | |

Thomas Hardy developed these stro‘;ag f@enngs sgainst both the
¢hurch and British education in the last novel he ever wrote, Jude the

Obscure, There wers small Mieaﬁans. as previcusly montianed; ‘whiech

%ibid is DPPs» 1?5 “1?5 ]

ibid.
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weore ovident of such emotlions ahout these institutions leng before Jude

the Obscure was wriltten., In Tegs of the d'Urbervilles there ars seversl

passages which give an 1ndiéatinn that Hardy was swa',!;‘ﬂ of class distinetions
in the areas of education and the ehtii-eh. The discussion betwsen Angel
Clare snd his brothers is one of them,

Actually Hardy was sympathetic towards Clare primarily because
Angel. Clare tried to elose the gap which existed between the classes. He
showed signs of leaving his upper class ties and joining the lower ranks,
This was perhaps most clearly évident when Angel marz;iad. Tess. Angel -
Clare wae an exception; he was an example of an upper Lclass individual
who profited by his contact with the lower classes. In Vietorian soeciety
it was possible for én upper c¢lass individual to méve down the soecisl
scale and in this particular case, Hardy pointed out that such a move
wag a beneficiasl one, Haﬁever. it was not possible ror‘ the lower classes
150 be ‘brmght up into the world of the upper aristocracy, the rich and
titled, When Angel Clare wanted to marmy Tess Durbeyfield, the msid of
a dairy, it wae necessary for him to giﬁe; up his family ties and go into
the rénks of the lower class "himself. He eould not incorporate Tess intoe
the upper elass establishment of his family. She clearly did not belong
t{o the world of the parsen and the "seﬁolar,

Hardy deseribed Angel Clare as a mixture of upper class habiis
and lower class emotions. He was the ynhngest in his aristo-ér‘atﬂ.c,
olerical family and his ties to the upper class, landed gentry wers very

loose ones. He, somswhat like Handy, was a conbination of both elassas,
His family claimed to be aristocratic and yet Clare's contacts were with
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agricultural rustics, Angel Clare was caught in the middle, in between

goclal classes.

«#e Somsthing nebulous, preccoupied, vague, in his bear-

" ing and regard, marked him as one who probably had ne very
definite alm or concern about his material future. Yet as
a lad people had said of him that he was one who might do
anything if he trded .., He was the youngest som of his
father, a poor parson at the other end of the country, and
had arvived at Talbothays Dairy as & six menths' pupil
after going the rourd of some other farms, his object being
to asquire s practical skill in the various processes of
farming, with a view either to the Colonies or the temx'e

~of a hame-tm ag airmatames m:ight deeide. 82

Angol Clare was caught, not unlike Hardy h‘iﬁmélf. in a dilemma pulled
between two separate and distinet social classes. His parents wanted
him o follow their expectations in the upper class tradition and he :
rbfi;sed‘ hence they viewed him as flirting with a future in the ranks
of the lower class. 'Despite his sympathies, ingel Clare was still
vieved by the rustics as their supariéﬁi ;hé was forever upper class,
Mr. Angel Claye--he that is learning milking and that
~ plays the harp--never says mmch to uss [These are the
corments of one of the daﬂ.rymidg He iz a pa'son's
son, and is too mach taken up wi' his own thoughts to
notice girls, He is the dairyman's pupil--learning
farmlng in all its bpanches. He has learnt sheep-
fawning at another plade, ard he's now mastering dairyﬁ
work «s» Yos, he is quite the gentleman-born. His

father is the Reverent Mr. Chra at Enminster -- & gaad
many miles from here.ag

Even though Angel Clare rejected the values of the uppsr class md .

learned the ways of the working class, he wag never really scoepted as

82
- Hardy, Tess, p. 130.
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one of thems The common people with whom he associated consistently
thought of him as different, as upper class, as the son of a parson.

Throughout Jess of the 'Urberv‘illﬁs Angel Clare made 'attempts to break

away" from his upper class heri‘c,age and tried to Join the lower classy
"The material distinetions of rank and weslth he inereasin:glydespisad. _
Even the 'good old family! +es had no aroms for him ool

It is difficult to asé:lgn Clare to a social slot and define him
as an upper class individual who eame into contact and conflict with the
lower ¢lags. He did come in contact with the poor but he abandoned his
upper class family to do so. Despite all his good efforts, however, it
seems clear that Hardy, in the long run, considered Angel Clare to be a
representative of the upper class who meels and corrupts the lower class
peassnts Even though he was an amb‘iml@nt character caught in a vise
between upper and lower classes, Clare followed the same pattern as did
Alec d'Urberville, When his assooiations with Tess proved a disappoint-

ment to him._  he left her and shunmed responsibility for his actions just

85
as Alec did« In Hardy's mind, this fact alene puts both men into the
game category. | , |

bdetually amr“diseussion abm'b Angel Clare ‘hums into a series of
eonflicting statements because ho :.s part of both of the worlds Hardy
was famillar with. Perhaps the best mmz':; is the one Hardy wrote
himsalf about Claret "Daspite his hetarodaxy. faults, and weaknesses,

Clare was & nan with & e;onseionm‘ 85

%rdy. Tegs, pps 132-133.

85(:33;-@ loft Tess when he found out she was not a virgin when they weve
married,

86hardy, Tess, p. 170.
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- In comparison to the lower olass, as represented by Tess, her
famdly and the village psasants of Marlott, both Alec d'Urberville and
Angel Clare aye elaarly upper c¢lass reprasentatives, the case of Clave.
‘baling a horderline e:‘xcezptioﬁ.ﬂ ‘ Reaélling the fach that the upper class
had consgiderable income and the lower class had none, both Alec and. .
Angel had access to family ‘ﬁea,l‘hh’. In this respect there was a very.
sharp distinetion betwssn the sharacters Hardy dvefine&. as upper class
and the rustie poor.
¥rse Duzbeyfisld, Tess' mother, was an example of the wife of
a typleal agricultural labourer squeezing out an existence in a rural
and struggling community. Tsss, altheugh a lowsr class individual her-
self, had hopes of something betier; she saw her methsr as hopelessly
caught in the web of degpair brought on by teo much work and teo little
food, o
Thare stood her mother amid the greup of children, as
Tess had left her, hanging over the Menday washing-tub,

whieh had now, as always, lingered on to the end of the
week »ee As usual, Mrs, Durbeyfield was balanced in the

aforesaid business of recking her youngest ebild, The

eradle-rockers had done hard duty for so wany years,

under the weight af 50 mm childran *+2gy
The same type of fyuitless life faced practically every individual in
Wegsox who had to labour on the land in order to survive. If any mis-
fortune oceurred, the whole village's existence was threatened, Theve
seemed to be no question in Hardy's mind that the poor should be assigned
to the lower social eclass eatogcry, Thelrs was a life of continuous

laem and hard times,

87ardy, Tess, pp. 30-31.




The staple eonveraa.tian af the fm-ms ses WAS ON tho
uselessness of saving money; and smock-frocked arith-
meticlans, leaning on their pleughs or hoes, would
enter into caleulations of great nicety to prove that
parish relief was a fuller provision for a man in his
0old age than any which could result from savings out
of thair wages during s whole lifetimeﬁ.ag

Thore was a sharp contrast bebwesn characterc such as Alec and Angel
Clare and the village psople of Marlott. They found their lives in-
termingled and yet ’they were as distinet from each other as black is from
white. R

Parhaps the most tragic sxample in the struggle and conflict
between the ¢lasses in Toss of the d‘ﬁrbe@ Alles iz Tass herselfs '

She was a ﬂm and handam girlm-mf. hand somey thm
- some others, possibly--but her mobile peony mouth and:
large innocent eyes added eloquence to colour and shape'
She wove a red ribbor in her hair and was the only one
of the white gompany who amld boast of such a pro-
‘nounced ad@rnment.ag :

The entire nowl ef Tes

rewlmd amml tho
story of an innocent rustic daughter of & lmmr olass sgrioultural
lsbourer wha, cieapibe her naivete, was seduced and consaqnently ée-

stroyed by her contact with a young and sparting member of the upper class
landed gentry. This was a very abrézpta wa;y‘ of eanfmnﬁm nis raac‘lex-e. with
‘an axample of a sariams social disaasm-elass divisiman The. tham af Tess
was controversisl; At was "the story aﬁ‘ a seduaed girl mkzing a f’uﬁh |

%msdy. + Pe 750
891}22@;3,; Ps 25
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but heroic effort to help her wartkﬂe: $8 family in & blighted world, where
families go down, down, dmm."% Thowas Haxdy ueed the technigue to jJar
Vietorians out of their complacency and S@E*S&tiufactibn with 1ife as it

wass |
The é.griaulmral sector of British economy had reached the peak
of prosperity around 1870 and many felt all social 11ls related to ag-

riculture and the lower cl«is:‘ses' of society hed disappesred .‘91‘

Thomas Hardy wrote another novel in 1896, Jude the Ubscure, hoping
to prove to the satisfied individuals in British socisty that they wore
closing their eyes to social problems which still existed, Although stdll
very olosely tied to sgriculture, Hardy used the clergy and the fisld of
ﬁducatiéh a5 adﬂiti@ml :'voiuasv for his? eritieﬁ:sms againsﬂ rzliués- distine~
iian in British societys The clergy at this time was simply another a8
pect of the landowning ams’wcracy. » T A

R The Church (G}mrch 9£‘ Englancl) and. @ducaticn were vezy tighﬂy lmit
%ageﬁhez{s. Much af what Haxdy kxmf abont. both was tha r?sult cf persoml
‘axgs'riméa, "As a bay Hardy had baen a regular attendant at f,b.e sewieas
in Stinsford uhurch. mntaring thca Ghurch would have mvcplwd h:l.m in tha '
pursuit Qf a univax:sfgty ‘Aedugatﬁ.am “= & vague and d:i.stant g,oal for a boy
in a home where there had been nc;v graviaus experience mf.h Oxford or

Cambridge.! '92

9%@159?: QB_Q __&iy Pe 119,

91Anothar veason for the complacency of the Victorian people was the series
of laws which were passed betweer 1815 and 1870 rectifying soeial ills.
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Theve are strong parallels between Thomas Hardy and Jude Fawley
in Jude the Obseure. Hardy ¢learly islls wach about his ¢wn life and
hisg ﬁarsonal experiences with class distinetion and di‘visﬁq,enﬁ la‘is he ve-
lated ’sha tale of a young man set on going to a univ’ex’sitj. Hawy was |
avare of gross injustices in the Church and in the elergy who were re-
‘aponsible for administering public education in Hngland. VHe [Hardy]
thought," therefove, "of telling the story of a young man whe could net
go to Uxford, who after herolc struggles and ultimate failure committed
Meide.“ea '

Jude vepresents Hardy's feslings about the upper class clergy’
and their monopely on education in England. Also, Jude is a portraysl
of a lower claps boy who was faced with living in parts of two worids,
his own lower elass world and an uppsr class existence at Oxford or
‘Gmbridge. Thers are many aspaéts of Jude Fawley that vemind the reader
of Hardy's own backgreund and would explain his prejudices and thoughts
about the soclal oclasses. i

Thomas Hardy was born two miles from Stinsford (iellstoeck) and
Jude Fawley came from Mellstoek in South Wessex. Hapdy was born a book-
worm and in Jude the boy was cragy about books, When Hardy was a young -
boy a loeal youngster driving a baker's cart had stopped him and wanted
to borrew Hardy's Letin grammar, In the novel Jude Fawley asked for
sowe gramumars and also drove a baker's cart for his great-aunt. When
Hardy was older he taught hingelf Homer Just as did Jude. These and
many other instances peint aut the similarities between Jude Fawley and

D1pid,, pe 141,
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Thoma & Hatrﬂy}'*a own life, 9l |

Jude hﬁ;u;elf had come from a lower class background but Was
confronted with vepresentatives of the uppér class in the form of olexrgy-
man, Host of the clorgy were a form of lecal gentry and were frequently
landowners. They came in contact with the lower class peasants in the
process of their religious duties but also because they played the role
of the squirarchy towards the labouring class. The Anglican parsens
were congidered members of the logal gentyy. "o L:iga yarsm enjoyed
a comfortable and leisured gentility, second only to that of the squire
in tha';lparish."% IR

Although the clergy, according to Colquhoun's table, were part
of the upper class, they were divided within the social category. "The
Bishops, the Cathedral clergy and wealthier parish priests were part of
the 'enjoying'class; g the renainder were lesser gentry. The upper
clags ¢lergy Hardy was familiar with censtituted both the lecal gentyy
and a few representatives of the higher clergy., if the term may be used.
Thomas Hardy criticized the elevgy for the injustices commitied against
 the lower classes. The offenses were primarily in the field of educationj
Hardy felt that only the privileggé;.ﬁﬁra able to aequire a good education
when the clories were in charge of the whole educationel systems

The davelopment of publie aducation was diffiecult bo

achieve, Long befors the 1840's, Whitbread in 1806,

Brougham in 1820, and Roebuck in 1833 had brought
forward bills for ereating a rate-aided system of

Q?Waber, ops eiks, pe 201.

PHyingrield-Stratford, ope eit., pe 193.
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educations The march of intellset, they believed,
needed o natlonaly enforced discipline, and the State
‘would ‘have 1o supplement the work of the two main
voluntary edueational sveleties-<ths British and
Forsign School Soeiety (founded in 1807) whioh in-
cluded both Churchmen and Nenconformists, and the
National Soelety (founded in 1B11) which was ex-
clusively Chursh of England, 9%

Efforts to establish & national system of education were tiwvarted dus
to the religious zeal of the spunsors of the voluntary sceietdes. Thare
wis a clash betwsen Anglican demands for cemplete control and Nensonfor-
mist ewphasis on religious liberty.

Thowas Hardy's concern about education in England fits in quita‘
clasely with his concern about the rigid class system in British society.
He felt that pestricting education to the 'shosen' wes but ancther form
of class division and stratification with exclusion of the lower classes,
The novel Jude the Cbscure was the instrument Hardy used to express his
feelings against the Church and its control over the British educational
gy stems
| During the eightesnth eexxt.uiry the primery education of the poor |
had been left to the zeal of veluntary workers, prompted by religiwmus, -
chariteble, and other motives, A large proportion of the population was
entirely without the means of education and this ares was noi considered
& duty of the state. What education was available came through relizious
channels. There was much disagreement ‘between the Established Church

end various Dissenter groups for neither sccepted the manner in which

97 ., : -
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their ¢hildren wers receiving re:l‘iaicus-‘educatmml instme’cion.
Apound the turn of 'U‘IP cantum the Brit_.sh woverrmz{ant recognized

the need to tauke samc inve st;.gatwe nte;:s in order to rectify the sit.

uation.

In 1816 Breugham's Commission sat to inquire into the
state of the sducation of the lower oxders in London,

~ but the evidence taken concerned chiefly the abuse of
charitzble endovnments. In 1818 its ingquiry was made |

to extend to the whole country, and it continued to sit
for mary years. There were shown to be 19,326 infant

and day schools of a1l kinds, attended by 605,704 pnpils |
of all classes; whereas it was estimated that the number.

of children requiring slementary teaching was over two
millicns. To remedy the defectlve supply Brougham '
brought forwsrd a EAll in 1820, in which he propesed a
local rate, placing local control in the hands of the

' magiatﬂha ese The Bill was ﬂjeet-d*gg
- Zince no solution could be found to the question of education and the
sbate, the clergy continued te administer the schools of the nation,
The Forgter Dducation Act was not passed until 1870 and it was not a
complete solution for it did not deal directly with the injustices of
education at the university level. As late as 1870 Thomas Handy still
saw slgns of inequalities in the social system in the field of edueatﬁ.m.
It was for this reason that he penned Jude the Obscure. The novel was
his last attempt to awaken the reading public and force them to become
aware of the faet that elas'ses, did still exist and that those elasses
wars essentially no different than the separate upper and lowsr classes
he had known as & boy in Wassex,

Conditions at Oxford and Cambridge were se strict and uncompromising

POraill, ope gibes pe 831
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that it was virptuselly impossikble for aryone other than the wealthy
aristocrate and thelr sovs to go thers. Ability in any other than the
dpper. cluss was ignored,

At the beginning of the nineteenth gentury the
excellence of a student's merits were tested at
Cambridge only in one way, by the Mathematical

- Tripos «.. At Oxford there had been no examination
for degrees until the beginning of the eantury,

when ¢lassical and mathematical honours lists

begen, Until 1850 no other radiecal change was

eoffacted at either university.gg

Througheout the nimﬁémﬁth sentury the number of psrsens admitted
to the universitias vas extremely small, Cambridge had reluctantly
éﬂinittad additional students but the mmasé was not pmpmimh to
-m. grawth of the population in England st this tins. w
oipeued up the socio-economic pmhlams of Brii;ish education in the n:im~
taenth eantury. Jude F‘awlay made an attempt Lo breach the gap whieh
sxisted betwesn his lower class agrigsultural background and the upper
vsla.ss warld of the aaadamy, Hardy 1llustrated the class oanﬂiaté in
Jude through Jude himself, hisg fayrm wife Arabella, ami M:.-, P!ﬂ.lloﬁsom
In w it is samwhaﬁ difficult to assign any major
sharacter to the upper class because 'aham is no speeific individual
who exactly fits the role. The most likely character would be Mr, Phil«
lotson, who, at the begimning of the novel left the agricultursl
cmity and went to the eity in search of a university degree. Iir.
Phillotson's intention was to selidify his idemtification with the clerical

...
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npper class, those individuals who controlled the wordd of the academias,

There are contacts and resulting conflicts between both the lower
‘znd upper classess The primary struggle in the novel exists between
Jude and the upper class in the academic world. Since the clergy and
the scholars of (aford and Caubridge were often one and the same, Jude
was in 4 clash with both the Church and the whole field of edueations

Jude Tawley origmgbed from & ra;noteaﬁ. rural cornsr of England.
His guardian was an old bakerwowan. He was something of an orphan in
+the world since Hardy deseribes his kpare»ﬁts as both dsad. Jude's gmt-
aunt desoribed him thus |

Hé. came from Mellstock, down in South Wessox s«

where his father was living, and was took wi' the

shalkings for death, and died in twe days +»« It waulcl’

ha! baen a blessing if Goddy.-mighty had took thee

too, wi' thy mother and father, poor uscless boy.me

“Phroughout the novel Jude's lowar class background and rustic heritage
prevented him from aver byeaking down the walls which divided the clasnses.
After a disastrous contact with the upper ¢lass al Christminster @1@’5
name for an institution similar to Oxford or Cambridge/, Hardy deseribed
Jude as:

ven 0ddly swathed, pale as a monumental figure in

alabasber, and mich stared at Wy other passengers.

eve O his fage showad the determined purpose that

alone sustained him, but to which his weakness
affordad a sorry fmmdatiammi

Not unlike Tess, Jude had lost everything once he came in contast with

lon.ihidng Pw 382«
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- members of the woper class. As late as 1896 when Jude was written and
- published, Hardy still felt that any contact batween the clisses would
~result dn the downfall af‘the simple laboursrs. In the case of Jude,
this proved ta he true.

Jude had been warned by his fellow villagers not to attempt to
entor the world of the’upper eleass but he was intent on doing so regard.
loss. His great.awt sald about Christminster, "It ls a place mich too
good for you sver to have much to do with '"Hloz She continued by re-
marking, "We've never had anything to do with folk in Christminster, nor
folk in Christminster with us’"103 Such comments reflect the conception
which common people held about a location reserved for the upper elass.
Unaware of the fate which awaited him there, Jude continued to think of
Christnincter as "the heévenly;Jerusalemu"lga o

Hardy stressed over and over again in Jude the Obsoure that the
towun of Christminster was reserved for the upper class. When Jude Fawley
asked 5 neighbor man ebout the place, the man forwarnsd himp

4h, ynung‘man. yuﬁ*d‘have to get your head secrewed

on t'other way hefore you could vead what they read

there. 'Tis all learming there--nothing but learning,

axcent religion. And that's learning, too, for I

neyer could urderstand it, Yes, 'tis a serious- ...
minded placeoigﬁ : :

Hardy very elearly axpressed nis own feelings through the Lips of a

102401d,, pe 224
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loeal villager. Class discrimination was a very obvious part of the
world of aducation which wae reserved for the upper class, There was
no place in the wppsr class world for a lower class labourer who aspired
“bﬂ more. Juds himself realized that he was reaching for the impossible
but he tried to break down the barrier between the classes anyways The
result was his own downfalls Hardy again demonstrated that when the.
lower class risties come in contact with the upper class aristocrats,
the lower classss will be made to suffer as a result of the fe’ﬁi.atiéi‘;shipa
,0na9"_Jud.e3 had experienced personal catastrophe dus to his failure to
obtain the géal he set for himself; he despairs and‘ulxamately‘bxings
lalfjv'af:ut his owm de struction‘. Ho p@Ssimiatiealiy thﬁnks tr})' himaﬁlf: :

They seenm h.ughing at mel The phantoms all shmrb

hers, in the college archways, and windows. They

used to look friendly in the old days, particularly o
Lddison, and Gibbon, and Johnson, and Dr. Browne,

% second end perhaps cleaper exmmple of the lawer e¢lass yustic in

Jnde the Obsourae appeared in the ehamcter of Arabella, “

Rhe was a fine dark@yad girl, not exsotly
hiendsone, but capable of passing as such at
a little distance, despite some goarsensss
of skin axd fibre. B5She had a round and
proninent bomom, full. lips’, perfect teeth,
and the rich eomplexion of a Cochin hen's
oggs Bhe was a complete and substantial
snimal e 107

Her faithér was a faymer and a locel pig-breeder. Avabells herself worked
1961p1d,, po 387.
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to help her parents in their business by cleaning the innards of pigs.
Most of her friends and associates originated from the same background
as did shes The young woman with whom she worked shared loeal gosspli and
took part in the same daily activities as Arsbella., Haxdy portrays her
as a typieal, rather erude, daughter of the agrieultural world of Wessex.
When she and Jude married, she kept him at the same sosial level as her-
golf. Bhe squelched Jude's aspirations and maintseined their level of
living as it had always been -~ that of the common 1abaurer or farmer.

The only figure in Jude the Cbscure who clearly resenbled the
upper eclass was Mr, Phillotmmlea He was a looal schoolmaster who left
Mellstock to sesk a career in Christminster. Jude followed in his foot-
stops,

Philletson, like Angel Chrc‘ was in Hardy's mind an ambivalent
character. He was caught at the crossroads of the two classes, upper
and lower. He knew the value that a university degree would have for
him if he was to be succesaful. A degree was required if he was to be

& member of the upper elassg‘ "It is the necessary hallmark of a man who
wants to do anything +.," he told Judes, . His dresm was o be & man

of the university, a university graduate and then be ordained, Un-
fortunstely, Phillotson did not sueceed in achieving his gosl, When

Jude came to Christminster he sought out Mr. Phillotson, expecting to
‘ﬁnd him in 3 position of high importance., He was infamd. however,

' that Phillotson was a village schoolmaster and no more. "Then he couldn't
do 1t1" Jude remarked.. . .

108.de also came in contast with the deans of the university but only
by msil. They represented the elite of ths upper class but his relation-
ship to them was distant.
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, In Jude the Obseure Phillotson could be said to have been a
gymbol or a figure who stood for all that was of the upper ¢lass in
university life. In actuality there was no specific individual in the
novel with whom Jude came in contact who truly repressnted the clerical
faget of t.ho upper class. No one specific individual came in contact
with Jude to illustrate tpe eonflict which existed between his goal to
enter the upper class university life and the aristocratic world of
Christminster. Fhillotson is the closest example An the entive novel
for he left the agricultural community and at least made an attempt to
stay in and around the academic life. _ .

~ One might say in Jude that the concept of class stratification
anpd e%ass eonflicts brought about by such stratification was not e:imiy
explained in the ‘mml. spaaifmauy because there was no one individual
character to vepresent the upper class, Despite the fact that Fhillot-
son fal;% to reach his goal and therefore was perhaps forever :}uaﬁas
mich & member of the lower class as was Jude himself, ene of the major
‘themes of Jude was one of class pitted sgainst class, Instead of are
guing his peint of view using specific characters to represent the
upper and lower class, Hardy drew a vivid pleture of the life of the
lower class uhm;-a and wrote the entive novel as a story of the upper
¢lass in contrast to the commen man. It was & pieturs of one man, Jude,
égaintb the whole world, so to speak. Hawdy's Jude cxglainqa how the
aspirations of a labouring youth could never be fulfilled as long as
there was a barrier between the social classes. Jude stood for all young
P‘“Pl‘ng in England wﬁe were being denied progression in the world due
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to the unfaly pressures put upon them by the upper class, The upper
clase was actually preventing progress in modern England, This, thought
Hardy, wes a serious defect in the social structure of his native land,

Only o wall divided him /Jude/ from those ...
men who had nothing te do from merning till
night but to read, mark, learn, snd inmwaerdly

digests Only a wall--but what a wall { m‘

The wall was built of prejudies and class hatred, The wall in Jude was
a syubol of the barrier which steod between the upper and Lower gi@ms.

It seemed wmsual to many of Hardy's veaders that he should #-
tempt to be a aéﬂhmpmw seaial aﬁt&c because his stories wers, as
they perceived them, fifty years behind times, Haxdy used a pm«indﬁs~
trial setting for Tess and Jude to illustrate the grievances he had
against a society that was deep in the middle of the machine age, How-
eveyr, it is importent to note that the same aituvation existed in pre- |
industrial England as in modern industrial British society. Hapdy |
folt that his contemporaries had forgotten that social imbalances astill
sxisted, HNe made his issues very clear to the wadiné pablﬁ.a by pimim
his charscters in an ngrﬁ.mltw, pre-industrialized ami;énmnt
where aae_ia:i. diaparim; were more clearly exposed to the naked eye.

A sesond aspeet of Hardy's sosial eriticism pertained to ecenomic
conditions in England, Not only did Hardy write in a mawmner which com-
pared an earlier agrieultnml age with a later industrialized period
“of ‘time, but he actually foresaw dangers threatening British agricul-
tural life once again. When he was thirtywﬁm; Themas Haydy saw all

nlibidﬁ ‘Pt ‘ 88» ‘
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about him the signs of another agricultural depression. With that de-
pression he feared would come the sams social and economic diseass e
had aimarinm%d in his yonﬁh in Wessex. Agricultural workers would face
years of famine; the upper class landowners would again profit, He fore-
saw the pitting of class agaiast ¢lase when the common man would once
again be made to suffer at the hands of the upper class.

Thomas Hardy ssw a social malady in the present and future of
England and tried to make his reading publie wm of the danger. His
publie rejected him. He was able to approash the commonest aspects of |
1ife in such amanner as to lay bare its real significance in a general
scheme of things, and to present an apparmtly trivial situation in such
a way as to make it the vehicle for the communication of an ultimate
truthe, | N
To many, however, the truth was diffieult to accept so it was
rejected and discarded, The new upper olass =~ the miw industrial
niddle class-- refused to look at the world about them in reslistic
terms and as & vosult closed their eyes and deafened thelr ears to social
oritics. Exeuses wore made and Tess and Jude were cbjected to on moral
grounds, The middle c¢lass was offended. Upon the publication of Tess,
the public could talk of nothing else but the ethical and moral m— _
pathy Hardy gave to an unwed mothers The public did not see that her
story wes a plea for simple charity and ot the same time was a bitter
_#tlack against Victorian social hypoorisy. Jude was ukmm attacked
by the publie because Hardy éried out for a realistic approach to the

Uirmest Brennecke, Thomss Hardy's Universe (New York, 1966), pe 13,
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problem of divores. The moral wvalues of the Vietoriens had been attacked
and their pride offended; the publie loocked no further inte Hardy's novels
to see the dsepez? meaning., His lssues sbout claes division and conflict
were ignored, overshadowed by Vietorian hypoerisy.

CIf 4t 1s true that an age is reflected in its literature, then Jess
and Jude were truly representative of the Vietorian age, Historians of
the present and of the future ean lock back and see not only that Thomas
Hardy was a soclal oritic who made clear the ulasé eonsciousness in British
society but alse that his Viectorian contemporaries were hypoerites who
heard him not. Hardy never wrote amother novel,
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