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Introduction

The Soviet-Afghan War of 1979-1989 was a key event that preceded the collapse of the
Soviet Union, the destruction of Afghanistan, the end of the Cold War, and the beginning of the
West’s Global War on Terrorism that has shaped the 21st Century. After the two World Wars,
the Soviet Union emerged as one of the 20th century’s two seemingly unstoppable superpowers,
able to go toe-to-toe with the United States. Despite this power, the USSR lost its campaign in
Afghanistan, a country of loosely connected tribes and clans that were constantly occupied with
internal warfare. The Soviet Union, at one time the greatest threat and rival to America, suffered
a crushing and embarrassing defeat as it withdrew from Afghanistan in 1989. The United States
would see itself as the victor of the Cold War following the Soviet failure in Afghanistan and the
collapse of the Soviet Union. America would go on to enjoy economic prosperity and global
influence in the 1990s. Unfortunately, the United States celebrated too quickly; after the attack
on the World Trade Center in New York City, and Pentagon in Washington DC on September
11th, 2001, it too would get involved in Afghanistan. It would repeat many of the USSR’s
mistakes while fighting in Afghanistan against former mujahideen, such as Gulbaddin
Hakmatyar, whose Holy Jihad shifted focus after the Soviet withdrawal towards the Americans
and their allies. The instability following the Soviet withdrawal and the fall of Afghanistan’s
Communist government ultimately allowed for Taliban control of Afghanistan. Both of the last
global superpowers fell in prestige after becoming involved in - and having to withdraw from -
warfare in Afghanistan without a decisive victory. Despite the misinformed attitudes of many

outside commentators that Afghanistan as a country was socially backwards and technologically



weak, individual Afghans from the countryside proved effective in combating the weapons and
technology of modern warfare.

The goal of this paper is to analyze modern reports in the Russian-language press about
the Soviet-Afghan War in order to better understand the experiences of those that fought and
lived through the conflict. Current reflections on the Soviet experience in Afghanistan hold
lessons for citizens and policymakers around the world. The intent is to understand the lessons of
the Soviet Union’s intervention in its neighbor’s internal politics, and the devastating
consequences that come with using military might to enact political judgment. Starting with texts
written by Russian speakers in the Russian language decades after the war offers modern readers
a chance to understand how these concepts shape the mindset of modern Russia and why the
Soviet leadership made its decisions. It is helpful to translate, analyze and make use of sources
from various points of view on the political spectrum, in order to gain a full picture of the war
and how the mistakes of the Soviets can be avoided in the future. It is vital to ask the questions:
“What rhetoric does the recent Russian press use in reflections on the Soviet-Afghan War? What
does this rhetoric tell us about modern Russian sentiments concerning military interventions in

other countries?”



Afghanistan

“How can a small power like Afghanistan which is like a goat between two lions or a grain of
wheat between two strong millstones of the grinding mill, stand in the way of the two stones
without being ground to dust?”

- Abdur Rahman Khan, the Iron Amir, 1900*

To begin, Afghanistan has always been a complex territory with a weak central
government characterized by unique geopolitical circumstances. In his August 2001 book,
Afghanistan's Endless War: State Failure, Regional Politics and the Rise of the Taliban, author
Larry P. Goodson explains that Afghanistan is defined by multiple key factors which are vital to
understanding its status in modern times. He points particularly to these six factors: ethnic-
linguistic cleavages, social structures, religious ideologies, long conflict, geopolitical position,
and limited economic development.? Each of these key factors creates divisions that contribute to
hindering the country from unifying and overcoming its history of warfare, poverty and
illiteracy. Further, Goodson states: “Afghanistan has never been a homogeneous nation but rather
a collection of disparate groups” which are “forced together by the vagaries of geopolitics.”® The
numerous tribes were historically in constant war with each other. The different ethnic groups
and tribes were also separated by language, Tajiks speaking Persian, Pashtuns speaking Pashto,

and Kabuli Afghans speaking primarily Dari.

1 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. 2
2 Goodson, Larry P. Afghanistan's Endless War. University of Washington Press, 2001. pg. x
8 Goodson, Larry P. Afghanistan's Endless War. University of Washington Press, 2001. pg. 14



Goodson claims that Afghanistan cannot be categorized as a state, “a political entity that
has a recognized territory, a population that sees itself as belonging to the state, and institutions
of government that are sovereign within that territory.” Whether a monarchy, Communist,
Islamic-militant or democratic government, Afghans in the countryside that make up the
majority of the population in the countryside have historically dealt with their own local tribal
leaders and traditional laws. During the times that different ethnic groups or tribes are not
fighting each other, it is because they have united in waging war - either against the central
power in Kabul, or a foreign invading army. At the same time, Afghanistan does not meet
Goodson’s definition of a nation, “the shared identity, often centered on a common language,
religion, history, or other cultural trait, that a group sometimes feels.”* Afghanistan contains
close to 25 prominent groups that can be categorized based on language and self-identity, the
main five being: Pashtun, Tajik, Uzbek, Hazara, and Chahar Aimaq - with Pashtun being the
most prominent.> The many tribes of Afghanistan generally spill over borders, with Pashtuns
freely moving back and forth between Eastern Afghanistan and Pakistan’s Northwest Frontier
Province, with the Tajiks and Uzbeks remaining close to their people across the borders to the
north. The end result is Afghanistan's recent form, not a nation, or state - instead an area
containing independent groups historically left alone by the weak central government. Goodson
explains Afghanistan is “almost the archetype” of a country that suffers from what he defines as
“weak state syndrome.” There is little authority held by the central government, with power
instead administered by rural leadership. The little authority Kabul possesses has not historically
been seen as legitimate. Afghanistan has been not only plagued with social-political-economic

issues, but has also battled with internal conflicts worsened by external actors. Afghanistan’s

4 Goodson, Larry P. Afghanistan's Endless War. University of Washington Press, 2001. pg. 6
5> Goodson, Larry P. Afghanistan's Endless War. University of Washington Press, 2001. pg. 14



neighbors, the former-Soviet Central Asian powers (Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Turkmenistan),
have interests in controlling it, while Afghanistan also has to deal with regional powers that
include: Russia, China, India, Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and Saudi Arabia. Each of these countries
have significant interests in Afghanistan, having supported at least one of the actors fighting for
control of Afghanistan in the modern civil wars.® Iran, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia have
attempted to give power to their own interpretations of Islam within Afghanistan.

The stability of Afghan society is further threatened by tribal conflict, which can be
placed into five different categories. The first category includes conflicts that arise among
individuals within tribes, often cousins against cousins. This aspect of tribal conflict can be seen
in Prince Mohammed Daoud Khan’s betrayal of his cousin, King Mohammed Zahir Shah in
1973. Daoud Khan’s rivalry with his cousin was personal, as well as political.” The second
category includes conflicts that can arise between groups within tribes, and the third covers
conflicts between different tribes of the same ethnicity. This is followed by the fourth category,
where conflicts arise between tribes of different ethnicities, and a fifth category, where ‘one or
more tribes’ battle against the central powers in Kabul.® While the tribes have no issue with
sustaining conflict against each other, they have regularly shown the ability to join together in
sustained warfare against larger forces attempting to encroach on the isolated communities
farther from major cities. This holds true even when the resistance falls back into the habit of

waging war on rival tribes.

® Goodson, Larry P. Afghanistan's Endless War. University of Washington Press, 2001. pg. 4-6, 12.
" Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 89
8 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 57



Pakistan

Afghanistan’s modern conflicts, which include both internal-factor motivated civil wars,
and externally-driven foreign invasions and occupations, can be tied to the 1893 formation of the
Durand Line, named after British Diplomat Sir Henry Mortimer Durand.® This border was
created to separate what is now modern Afghanistan and Pakistan. The Durand Line was formed
in consideration of British regional interests, splitting the Pashtunistan region, the home of the
Pashtun tribe. The Durand Line is now largely unrecognized by Afghanistan. The persistent issue
created by the Pashtunistan matter was a source of tensions between Afghanistan and Pakistan in
the 20th century. This tension would lead to Afghanistan relying on Russia for economic
partnership.1® Understanding Pakistan’s interests in the region is also critical to having a clear
picture of the recent wars in Afghanistan’s territory. Pakistan has supported the most extreme
and unpopular warlords and mujahideen commanders in recent history, never wanting moderate
leadership in Afghanistan that might create greater stability, prosperity and improved
international relations. Pakistan has also opposed true pan-Islamic cooperation, instead
consistently seeking leverage in the region in order to maintain parity with India. Pakistan’s
assistance to the mujahideen during the Soviet-Afghan War had less to do with resistance to
Communism or waging a holy jihad, and more to do with regional control. Despite claiming
otherwise, Pakistan instead sought to gain control within Afghanistan in order to deny influence
in the region to its bitter rival India. During the Soviet-Afghan War, Pakistan’s Inter-Service

Intelligence, its chief covert intelligence agency, encouraged radical mujahideen commander

9 Baumann, Bob. “The Soviet Union in Afghanistan.” The Dole Institute of Politics. YouTube. Nov 15,
2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JglkhXaTBUw
10 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. 36



Gulbuddin Hekmatyar over other more popular and moderate Afghan leaders. Stability was
ignored in exchange for greater regional control.

When the American Central Intelligence Agency began Operation Cyclone in support of
the Afghan mujahideen’s battle against the Soviets, it started a working relationship with
Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence. The ISI acted as a go-between for weapons transport and
command coordination, as well as providing critical intelligence. The United States, still mindful
of its failures in Vietnam, chose to rely on Pakistan for intelligence about Afghanistan. Robert D.
Kaplan explains the thought process on this decision in simple terms: better to listen to the

Pakistanis, they were the real experts in the region.!

20th Century

“My last words to you, my son and successor, are: Never trust the Russians.”

- Abdur Rahman Khan, Amir of Afghanistan (1880-1901)*?

The attempts of previous Afghan kings to modernize Afghanistan continuously failed,
and before his death in 1901, Abdur Rahman Khan, the “Iron Emir,” warned his sons about
modernizing too quickly.®® The Iron Emir was succeeded by his sons, followed by his grandson,

Amanullah Khan, who reigned as the Emir of Afghanistan (1919-1926) and then King of

11 Kaplan, Robert. Soldiers of God. Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, 2001. pg. Xxviii
12 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 91
B3Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 63



Afghanistan (1926-1929). Amanullah Khan was followed by Mohammed Zahir Shah, the last
King of Afghanistan, reigning for a 40-year period from 1933 to 1973. During Zahir Shah’s
reign, Afghanistan was relatively prosperous, seeing slow, incremental modernization.
Afghanistan remained neutral during both World Wars, and after World War |1, despite efforts
from both victorious superpowers, neither the USSR or the USA could gain enough leverage to
achieve their goals.

Afghanistan was largely independent of outside influence after British rule ended in
1919. Zahir Shah avoided Afghanistan getting involved in both world wars. Although the royal
family maintained power for 50 years, starting when Zahir Shah was 18 in 1933, allowing for
slow and stable development, the royal family would also lead Afghanistan to ruin, due to
traditional cousin-against-cousin conflict, as the rivalry between Zahir Shah and his cousin
Muhammad Daoud grew hostile.}* Shah’s advisors and administration were made up of his
family members. Mohammed Daoud Khan served as Prime Minister from 1953 to 1963, before
withdrawing from government for ten years, shortly before Zahir Shah removed the latter’s
family from positions of power. Dauod Khan spent the next ten years biding time to overthrow
his cousin Mohammed Zahir Shah in a bloodless coup that ended two centuries of Afghan
monarchical rule in July 1973.%°

After gaining the ability to self-administer foreign relations and trade, Afghanistan had
generally allowed itself to benefit from foreign aid, while keeping itself relatively independent of
external manipulation. The Soviet Union would become a key ally and it would pair its economic

development aid in infrastructure with military advisers and training for the Afghan Army,

¥Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 89
15 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 97



strengthening its influence in the country.'® Daoud’s Afghanistan sent military officers to train in
Soviet military academies, and Afghanistan found in this arrangement two key advantages. First,
because Afghan and Soviet officers were training together, it was less likely for either side to
want to start a war against their ally and partner; and second, the Afghan officers would know
the tactics of the Soviet Army, so they would be more prepared for how the Soviets would fight,
should a war break out with their longtime allies.

During Zahir Shah’s reign, the Soviet Union decided to form a Communist Party in
Afghanistan. The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA) was founded on Marxism-
Leninism ideology in 1965. This was accomplished by combining two competing study groups:
the moderate Parcham (Flag) faction, made up of mostly urban intellectuals, and the Khalg
(People) faction, mostly rural and mostly Pashtun. The Khalq faction was led by Nur
Muhammad Taraki and Hazifullah Amin, and the Parcham faction by Babrak Karmal. The
divisions were regional as well as ethnic. Khalqi’s leadership was mostly made up of Ghilzai
Pashtuns, with the faction members mostly coming from Eastern Afghanistan and from lower
socio-economic backgrounds, while Parchami’s top group was mostly Kabuli Tajiks, from
middle and upper classes. Both factions also spoke different languages: Khalquis generally
Pashto, and Parchamis generally Dari.!” The PDPA was made up of the most extreme followers
of socialism, representing a very small fringe movement in Afghanistan. This meeting appointed
Taraki the general secretary, and Karmal as his deputy. There were only thirty Afghan

Communists present.'® The Soviets would mistakenly see the formation of the PDPA as a

16 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. 37
"Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. Public Affairs, 2011. pg. 127
8Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. Public Affairs, 2011. pg. 99
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promising sign that previously successful methods could be applied to Afghanistan in order to

inspire socialist values.

Iran’s Islamic Revolution, 1978

The Soviet leadership’s mindset in December 1979 was also informed by events in Iran,
Afghanistan’s neighbor to the west. Iran had undergone a radical change of government three
months before Afghanistan’s April 1978 Saur Revolution. It created anxiety for the Soviets. The
1978-79 Islamic Revolution in Iran resulted in the declaration of an Islamic Republic under
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. This caused the Soviet leadership to become nervous about
political Islam creating waves in Afghanistan and the Soviet Central Asian republics:
Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan. These countries have a
shared cultural history with Afghanistan, as well as a common Islamic faith. In November 1979,
a group known as the Muslim Student Followers of the Imam Khomeini Line held Americans
hostage in the United States Embassy in Tehran, releasing them 444 days later in January 1981.
American President Jimmy Carter failed to take swift action during the hostage crisis, and the
Soviet Union felt the need to take drastic measures to avoid similar victimization. While the Saur
Revolution in Afghanistan in April 1978 and the Iranian Revolution occurring in January 1978 to
February 1979 were close chronologically, the revolutions were different in both cause and
outcome. Still, the Soviet Union wondered if its neighbor to the south was vulnerable to the same

Islamic fundamentalist influence as Tehran.

11



The United States was seen as “The Great Satan” in the eyes of Iran and hatred began to
grow in the decades that followed.® The influence of powerful conservative mullahs created
greater restrictions on personal freedoms as political Islam overtook the nation. Iran was
generally stable during this time, until religious riots and student groups began causing social
unrest. Tehran, as the home of many religious leaders and clerics, acted as the main staging
ground for the societal schisms.?° The return of Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Hosseini to public
life in October 1981 marked the new Islamic Republic of Iran. These interlinked events and the
following crises created greater instability in the region, including the Iran-Irag War from 1980-
1988. The aftermath would also see Iran cutoff from much of the world due to its antagonistic
relationship with the United States.

The Soviets would find themselves fearing similar unrest in Amin’s Afghanistan. The
Soviet model of handling rebellion (e.g., Czechoslovakia in 1968) would not fit the Afghan
situation. In December 1979, the Soviets deployed a limited contingent to counteract any similar
revolt in Afghanistan, but this action only strengthened the opposition. Radical political Islam,
instead, grew as a result. The issue was not only political, but religious: Afghanistan saw the
atheist Soviet presence as an attack on all of Afghanistan’s values as an Islamic society. For
Afghanistan, it was a holy war of Jihad against the atheist Soviet imperialists. It would serve to
further worsen internal tribal divisions as external forces, mainly Pakistan, predominantly Sunni,
and Iran, predominantly Shia, would seek to promote tribes and schools of Islam which aligned

with their interests.?!

19 Baumann, Bob. “The Soviet Union in Afghanistan.” The Dole Institute of Politics. YouTube. Nov 15,
2012. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JglkhXaTBUw

20 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 191

21 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 187
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The People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan gave the Soviets an illusion of socialism
having strong support, when it was in reality made up of the radical fringes of Afghan politics.
The socialist movement in Afghanistan was not strong enough to outweigh the fact that the
USSR was ideologically opposed to religion. Islam was not necessarily political or conservative
in Afghanistan, but it was core to Afghan life. The foreign invader was not only violating Afghan
sovereignty, a country which did not have a historical record of national identity, it was now

directly threatening the way that Islam was integrated into Afghanistan’s daily life.

Saur Revolution

“They don’t know what they’re doing. They are provoking a conflict, which could go on
for centuries.”

- Scholar Yuriy Gankowskiy?

The Saur Revolution in April 1978 began with a coup d’etat initiated by the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), the Soviet-sponsored Communist Party in
Afghanistan. The PDPA launched the Saur Revolution on April 27th, 1978 under orders of
Hafizullah Amin. The victory resulted in the overthrow and death of Mohammed Daoud Khan,

as well as his family. Afghan Army Captain Mir Kahn recognized President Daoud among the

22 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 130
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bodies transported from the Presidential Palace. Captain Khan turned the heads of the bodies
towards Mecca, in the Muslim tradition. He later went to Peshawar and became a mujahideen
commander.?® Once Mohammed Daoud Khan's supporters had been hunted down as well, the
Republic of Afghanistan and Daoud Khan’s single-party autocracy were replaced by a
Democratic Republic founded on socialist values.

In the Saur Revolution of April 1978 Khalg-faction leader Taraki became the head of
government after Daoud Khan was removed from power. However, Taraki had proven to be
unpopular with the Soviet Politburo, his own administration, and the Afghan people in the time
period from April 1978 until the Soviet invasion in December 1979. Amin, the other Khalg-
faction leader, continued to be involved with managing government affairs.?* Taraki was
removed from office in September 1979. Hafizullah Amin would take over the position of
President, and would enter the office as General Secretary of the Central Committee of the
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan on the 14th of September 1979.

The Soviet Ambassador to Afghanistan Alexander Puzanov initially assessed the
situation as open to swift control, but he made two critical mistakes in his message to Moscow.
First, Kabul never had complete control of the entire country, meaning control of the capital did
not mean control of the countryside. Second, the Khalg-Parcham feud remained among the
Afghan Communists and they were not able to move beyond past disagreements, and their
disunity prevented them from properly combatting the later uprising of mujahideen opposition.
Because Puzanov failed to properly appreciate the divisions within the PDPA, his initial

assessment proved to have deadly consequences.? After the Afghan Communists took power in

23 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 114

24 Mlechin, Leonid. "PukolueT Ha copok net." Kommersant, 4 February 2018,
https://www.kommersant.ru/doc/3585195. Accessed 25 February 2022.

25 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 119
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Kabul, tensions between the Khalquists and Parchamites further divided the People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan and created more instability. The Soviets responded by putting their own
advisers everywhere, in “intelligence agencies, communist party headquarters, party front
organizations, and positions in the government bureaucracy, both in Kabul and in the
provinces.” However, even the heavy presence of outside advisors from Socialist countries (i.e.,
East Germans advised the Afghan National Police) and the USSR could not overcome the
divisions within the PDPA.

The American response to the Iranian Hostage Crisis, or lack thereof, greatly determined
the steps its rival the USSR felt emboldened to take with its invasion of Afghanistan. It is
important to understand the schools of thought in American politics at this time. In his book
Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective, Anthony Arnold defines two camps of thought
that defined the analysis of the Soviet Union in the early 1980s. Arnold’s Group A was more
“traditionally acceptable,” if only for not being alarmist. This camp was generally more open to
diplomacy, and soft-power measures. Group A believed that events in the decade before the
Soviet deployment into Afghanistan occurred largely independent of outside influence, with the
USSR having little control over the activities of international Communist parties. In contrast,
Arnold’s Group B pointed to patterns of long-term Soviet aggression in the pursuit of parity with
the United States, including influence campaigns in Africa, the suppression of the Hungarian
Revolution (1956), the Cuban missile crisis (1962), and the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia
(1968).26 These events painted a picture of the Soviet Union as an aggressor that had to be

contained from reaching global hegemony.

26 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. xvi
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The Soviet Union would suffer due to divisions within the PDPA leadership. Taraki took
power in 1978, and was favored by Leonid Brezhnev as the leader of Afghanistan. This was in
part due to the fact that Taraki spoke Russian, while Amin, having attended Columbia University
in the United States, spoke English.?” In July 1979, Amin began his consolidation of power
removing Defense Minister Mohammad Aslam Watanjar, Interior Minister Sher Jan
Mazdooyarm and Communications Minister Sayed Mohammad Gulabzoi. Amin then personally
appointed himself the Minister of Defense.?® Taraki’s unpopularity in Afghanistan came from his
radical leaps in modernization. Afghanistan’s traditional, deeply Islamic, and mostly rural
population was not easily swayed toward Taraki’s promotion of women’s rights, socialism and
literacy. Taraki’s Khalquists in the PDPA in Spring 1979 unleashed violence on enemies of the
Socialist regime within Afghanistan, which caused armed reactions and sabotage from the
mujahideen.?® Taraki’s failure was a direct result of his poor statecraft; he attempted to achieve
too much too quickly. The Socialist revolution was left with the support of few revolutionaries.

Foreseeing the threat to his power from Amin, Taraki ordered two attempts on Amin’s
life in 1979: first at the Kabul airport on September 11th, and the second three days later on the
14th, in the stairway of the Presidential Palace.*® The Soviets expected decisive retaliation from
Amin against Taraki; General Secretary Brezhnev himself, Ambassador Puzanov, the KGB
Resident in Kabul, and several Soviet military advisers stationed in Afghanistan pleaded directly
with Amin to spare Taraki’s life.3! Nevertheless, on October 8th, 1979 two members of Taraki’s

personal guard forced themselves into his room, and despite Taraki’s offer to surrender his party

27 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 146
28 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 147
2% Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 142
%0 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 150, 153
31 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 158
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membership card, he was killed, suffocated by his own pillow.3? The Soviet Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Andrei Gromyko, would later tie Amin’s assassination of Taraki to the Soviet decision
to invade Afghanistan.®®

With Taraki out of the way, Hafizullah Amin began purging the government of his
potential replacements, including military and political leaders, and those from the Daoud and
Zahir Shah governments, as well as his own provincial administrations and Ministry of Defense.
The former Prime Minister of Afghanistan, Nur Ahmad Etemadi was executed in September
1979.34

Because a cult of personality had started to develop around Taraki, who was referred to in
the Afghan press as the “Great Leader,” there was an immediate shift in tone in the Afghan
media when it began to report Taraki’s death.®® Official statements at the time read, “Noor
Muhammad Taraki, former President of the Revolutionary Council, died yesterday morning of
serious illness, which he had been suffering for some time.”*® Members of the new Amin regime
began meeting with aggressive mujahideen commander Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, causing the
Soviets greater concern.®” The Pakistani ISI was already working with mujahideen groups to
organize a resistance to Amin’s government by providing weapons and training.®

Two aspects formed the Soviet response to Taraki’s death: luring Amin into a sense of
safety, that his killing of Taraki was forgiven, and preparing to deploy military combat units into

Northern Afghanistan and the Kabul airport.®® By 1979, the Soviet Union’s failing relationship

32 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 159
33 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 159
34 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 161
35 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. 74
36 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. 84
%" Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 159
38 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 160
% Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 163
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with Iran left Afghanistan the Kremlin’s only ally in the region.*> Moscow had encouraged both
Amin and Taraki to improve relations with Iran and Pakistan, but it was only after Amin had
eliminated Taraki that Amin decided to stop ignoring the Soviets and take steps to follow their
advice.

Little by little through the Autumn of 1979 the Soviet Union increased its military
preparedness in response to the Amin's government's actions. A GRU (the Main Intelligence
Directorate of the Soviet Army's foreign military intelligence) “Muslim Battalion,” formed of
Soviet Central Asian personnel, was attached to Amin’s personal security detail. KGB Zenith
units soon followed. By November 1979, the Soviet Army had mobilized the 108th Mobilized
Rifle Division in Uzbekistan, and the 5th Motorized Rifle Division in Turkmenistan. The 103rd
Paratroop regiment was expanded later that month.*? These troop movements darkly hinted at the
invasion to follow.

No Miracles: The Failure of Soviet Decision-Making in the Afghan War by Michael R.
Fenzel attributes the Soviet Union’s defeat in Afghanistan to poor statecraft.*® Fenzel’s claims
match some of the commentary in some current Russian articles that reflect on the conflict
decades later. The failure in governing is evident in the Soviet management of military affairs.
Most of the mujahideen victories were small and symbolic, and while the Soviets were superior
in terms of military power, they failed to exploit this advantage and only conducted the most
aggressive offensives shortly before withdrawal from Afghanistan. As the Soviet leadership
became older and weaker in 1978-1985, military professionals were routinely ignored, and

decisions always followed the desire of the General Secretary. In a short span of five years the

40 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. Pg. 162
41 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 159
42 Tomsen, Peter. The Wars of Afghanistan. PublicAffairs, 2011. pg. 164
43 Michael, Fenzel. No Miracles. Stanford University Press, 2017. pg. 29
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Soviet Union was led by four Secretaries General. The large Soviet bureaucracy was also ill-
equipped to properly advise their leader. Toward the end of his life, General Secretary Brezhnev
began to rely solely on his “troika” of senior Politburo members to make up the war’s main
decision-making body: Chairman of the KGB Yuri Andropov, Minister of Defense Dmitry
Ustinov, and Andrei Gromyko, the Soviet Foreign Minister. When the Politburo Special Afghan
Commission was formed, it was clear that Andropov was the shaper of policy, as all the other
members deferred to his judgment, and Brezhnev was growing increasingly unable to govern due
to his age and health.**

As early as March 1979, Soviet leadership debated whether to assist the Afghan
government in handling the rebellion after Taraki’s requests for assistance. Some of the Soviet
leadership was hesitant to become involved, while others were eager to assist the situation in
order to exert control over their closely monitored neighbor. Novaya Gazeta’s 2019 article “Who
Started the War in Afghanistan?” detailed the Soviet decision to introduce troops into
Afghanistan through analyzing a secret document titled “Concerning the Situation in A.”* The
article explains this document was written in bureaucratic code, indistinguishable from a
resolution produced by a local housing authority office. The “A” document was not signed by the
full Central Committee, but by only 11 people, 10 of whom were full members of the Central
Committee. This group included the most senior members of Brezhnev’s inner circle. Due to the
increasingly complex situation in Afghanistan, a four-member Politburo Afghan Special
Commission was created. It was made up of senior, conservative, aging members of the Party

who did not possess the necessary skills to navigate the Afghan situation. The Special
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Commission consisted of: Yuri Andropov (Central Committee Member), Dmitry Ustinov

(Minister of Defense), Andrey Gromyko (Minister of Foreign Affairs), and Boris Ponomarev

(Head of the International Department of the Communist Party). It is important to note that all of

the senior Party members were past their prime. General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev at 72 was
poor health. Yuri Andropov, 65, a Central Committee member that had led the KGB for 15
years, being the first secret police leader since Lavrentii Beria to be on the Central Committee.
Andropov was the most influential member of the Afghan Commission and the clear successor
Brezhnev. Dmitry Ustinov, 71, Minister of Defense, was Andropov’s closest ally. Ustinov was
not a career soldier, and deferred to the advice of Andropov against the counsel of his own
generals. Andrey Gromyko, 70, was the Soviet Foreign Minister serving in that capacity for 26
years. Gromyko followed Andropov’s lead and was genuinely scared of Ustinov. Boris
Ponomarev, 74, was never a full Politburo member, yet had a critical role as head of the
Communist Party’s International Department for 29 years. Over time the issues created by the
age and health of the senior Soviet Union leaders would become clear and present.*® The quick

successive changes in leadership would create instability for the Soviet Union.

Operation Storm-333, December 1979

“So what, the more they come the better for us.”

- Hafizullah Amin, December 26th, 1979.%
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The Soviet Afghan War began with the introduction of Soviet troops into Afghanistan on
the 24th of December 1979. The Soviet Union claimed it had sent a “limited contingent” of
troops to aid the Afghan government. Taraki’s request for Soviet troops in Afghanistan from
early 1979 was fulfilled, but not in the way he had envisioned. The invasion was seen by the
Soviets and the Communist Afghan government as a simple means of exercising control over the
rebellious countryside. Operation Storm-333 was activated on the night of December 27th, 1979.
The Afghan Presidential Palace was assaulted by the Soviet special forces (Spetsnaz), and
Afghan President Hafizullah Amin was assassinated. Soviet forces entered Kabul, and the
Afghan armed forces surrendered. It is likely that Amin, much like Daoud, died fighting.*® The
USSR then installed Parcham activist Babrak Karmal as the new President of Afghanistan.

The security clause of the Soviet-Afghan Friendship and Cooperation Treaty of 1978
signed by Brezhnev and Taraki called for both nations to “consult with each other and take by
agreement appropriate measures to ensure the security, independence and territorial integrity of
the two countries.”*® The language of the 1978 Friendship Treaty was able to justify the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. The Brezhnev Doctrine dictated the Soviet Union’s foreign policy of
military intervention in countries where socialism was threatened. The internal conflict at the top
of the Afghan government was characterized by differences between Taraki and Amin. When
Amin removed Taraki from power, the PDPA continued to weaken at a rapid pace during the
Autumn of 1979. Soviet General Secretary Leonid Brezhnev (1964-1982) saw the assassination

of Taraki as both a political and personal insult. He had used considerable methods to save
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Taraki, including the many appeals to Amin. The disappointing outcome would contribute to the
lack of trust the Soviets had for Amin. There were enough factors at play in the Soviets’ lack of
trust in Amin, including the possibility that he was an agent of the CIA from the time that he was
a student in the United States. However, these factors and the lack of faith in Amin made his
situation precarious enough to lead to his assassination.

Taraki had requested Soviet assistance nine months earlier in March 1979. The Soviets
debated and decided that it was not yet time to assist Taraki. By December 1979, President Amin
had not proved himself a useful ally, and the Soviets considered that the few potential benefits of
an intervention outweighed the large cost of sending military aid. Unfortunately for Amin, the
assistance came in the form of Soviet troops that were sent to assassinate him and replace his
administration. Arnold’s book offered three reasons for the Soviet presence in Afghanistan: a
changing correlation of forces, the strategic importance of Afghanistan, and an ideological
investment.> The Soviet end-goal was to ensure stability and control in Afghanistan by its armed
forces in the country. Being the leader of the global Communist struggle, the Soviet Union saw
itself as obligated to become involved in the internal affairs of its neighbor and ally. The
reasoning was simple and aligned with the idea of international cooperation that the Soviet
Union regularly embraced. From the Soviet perspective, the intervention in Afghanistan was not
viewed as an imperialist action, nor as an intervention in a religious war. It was in the interest of
the Soviet Union that the government in Afghanistan remained under the rule of the PDPA and
Communist policies.

Babrak Karmal’s time as the head of government began after the Soviet invasion in

December 1979. Karmal was a founding member of the PDPA, and later leader of the Parcham

%0 Arnold, Anthony. Afghanistan: The Soviet Invasion in Perspective. Hoover Press, 1984. pg. xXii
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faction. His administration would be defined by brutality and strongman tactics and it ultimately
created more instability inside Afghanistan, which would fuel the later conflicts of the 1990s.%!
The invasion and following decade of Soviet occupation and war were always treated as short-
term and side issues by the Soviets, with their primary focus remaining on possible conflict with
NATO and the United States. The conflict was not shown or discussed in the Soviet press
through most of the 1980s, so the Soviet population was not particularly moved to support (or
protest) the war, and the Politburo leadership remained cautious of increasing troop numbers on
the ground. This short term mindset informs why the Soviet leadership took so long in deciding

to enter Afghanistan.

Soviet 40th Army

“Moscow fell into a trap and was drawn into a game with increasingly higher stakes, a
game it could neither control, nor win.”

- Deputy of the Communist Party International Department, Keran Brutents®?

The limited contingent sent to Afghanistan was the Soviet Union’s 40th Army. In 1979,
the Soviet Union still held onto memories of its victory in the Great Patriotic War against Nazi
Germany, and onto the belief the Red Army contributed and sacrificed the most to win the war.

However, this war in Afghanistan would not be remembered with the same glory. According to
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Dr. Bob Baumann, the USSR had achieved its goal of forming a great conventional army, having
been focused on potential conflict with NATO.> This would, however, be ill-suited for the type
of combat seen in counterinsurgencies. The Red Army was a formidable force in terms of large-
scale ground combat, having been modeled for the division-sized and battalion-sized warfare of
World Wars One and Two. Yet, the evolution of modern warfare and battling insurgencies
required a need to shift towards smaller platoon and squad levels.>* Soviet unit sizes were also
ill-suited for trekking through the mountains of Afghanistan. Despite their technical superiority,
with advanced weapons systems, including air support in the form of helicopters, as well as radio
communications, the Soviets saw themselves suffering in Afghanistan similarly to the Americans
in Vietnam. The Soviets were able to exploit their significant advantage in technological
superiority by deploying attack helicopters with devastating success.>

The Soviet Army’s primary method of combating the mujahideen insurgency was to not
differentiate between civilian and military targets. The goal of a counterinsurgency effort to win
the hearts and minds of the people of Afghanistan was impossible to do while at the same time
attempts were made to wipe out the civilian population that supported the mujahideen resistance.
The term “migratory genocide” applies to these methods, as explained by Baumann: You can
eliminate guerilla resistance if you drive the population completely out of the area. Yet these two
competing and incongruous goals would leave the Soviets in a scenario where neither goal would

be successfully accomplished.®
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The Afghan mujahideen were able to exploit the large Soviet unit sizes with hit-and-run
attacks on vehicle columns.®” Furthermore, the mujahideen worked in small groups that did not
coordinate organized attacks, and they did not wear identifying uniforms, leaving them free to
blend in with the civilian population. They easily utilized their home terrain and support from the
people in the countryside.>® The military strategy was undermining the nation-building efforts
while also being unable to defeat the enemies. The harm done to the civilian population would
simply add to the number of people willing to join the mujahideen in order to fight the
government removing them from their homes. The unfortunate nature of counterinsurgency is
the fact that math simply works against the invading force. The more battles won creates more
enemies. These enemies are indistinguishable from civilians and they gain motivation with each
loss. Killing one fighter motivates the victim’s father, son, brother, cousin or nephew to seek
revenge.

Investment in aid programs and propaganda would not be able to change the image of the
Soviet-backed Afghan government. The Soviet Army was a large hammer, and to the USSR
Afghanistan was a nail. Soviet leadership feared the spread of political Islam into Afghanistan
and into the Soviet Republics of Azerbaidzhan, Uzbekistan, Tadzhikistan, Turkmenistan,
Kirgizia, and Kazakhstan in a way that would diminish the Kremlin’s power and secular socialist
values. This perceived threat swayed the decision makers towards a military response.®® Tajik
veterans of the Soviet Army would recall the efforts to help the Afghan people through building

schools, hospitals, roads and bridges. Yet these efforts were simultaneously undermined by the
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military’s offensive actions.®® Unfortunately, Afghanistan’s political ideologies could not be
shifted through blunt armed warfare. The Soviets did not properly assess the situation in
Afghanistan, leaving themselves unprepared to either influence political affairs or to be tactically

effective.

Mujahideen

“We prefer involvement in internal war rather than occupation by foreigners and foreign
troops.”
- Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 19926
The mujahideen groups were united by Islamic faith against the People’s Democratic
Party of Afghanistan and the Soviet Union. In April 1978, the PDPA began aggressive domestic
policies that prompted the formation of insurgencies. The term mujahideen is an Arabic word
which means “those who engage in jihad.” However, there was no official organization known as
the mujahideen, it is instead a collective term for all of the Islamic holy warriors engaged in
warfare against communist powers in Afghanistan.5?
Despite the technical and weapons superiority of the Soviet Union, the mujahideen

proved to be competent and ferocious fighters, despite many being armed with Lee Enfield rifles.
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The mujahideen lacked a centrally organized command structure, with most groups remaining in
their local valleys. While this hindered their ability to fight strategically, it served as an
advantage as it made Soviet counter-attacks difficult. Among Western observers the most
popular mujahideen commander was Ahmad Shah Massoud, a Tajik from Northern
Afghanistan’s Panjshir Valley. Massoud was a key actor in effective combat against the Soviets
and for peace in Afghanistan, being the most effective Afghan war commander, who created the
strongest regular fighting force and used more complex offensive methods. In 1983 Massoud
negotiated a cease-fire with the Soviets.%® Abdul Rashid Dostum, another prominent mujahideen
leader, known for shifting alliances, would become the Vice President of Afghanistan after the
American invasion three decades later. Abdul Hag was a prominent member of the Peshawar
Seven interim government. Haq acted as a representative for the mujahideen and met with US
President Ronald Reagan in 1985, British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in 1986, and went
on to represent the Afghan effort in front of the United Nations in 1988.%* Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
a more aggressive mujahideen commander, was supported by Pakistan through the ISI. Pakistan
chose Hekmatyar, despite the fact that he created a division in the Pakistan-supported “Peshawar
Seven” interim government made up of seven mujahideen commanders. Hekmatyar would
consistently side with the fundamentalists, alienating traditionalist leaders. He was the most
unpopular mujahideen leader, so unpopular that Abdul Haq was regularly asked by a variety of

Afghan people to simply kill him.%®
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CIA’s Operation Cyclone

In 1984, the mujahideen found an ally in the American House of Representatives, Charlie
Wilson, U.S. Representative from Texas.®® Representative Wilson used his position on the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense to increase CIA funds and to provide the mujahideen
with advanced weapons systems, which was done by CIA officials Michael G. Vickers, and Gust
Avrakotos.%” The CIA’s Operation Cyclone, began as an effort to supply the mujahideen with
weapons, was authorized by President Jimmy Carter in December 1979 and reauthorized by
President Ronald Reagan in 1981.%8 This would later evolve into providing financial, logistical,
tactical advice and heavy weaponry through a partnership with the Pakistani ISI. American
Stinger Missiles gave the mujahideen an answer to the problem of Soviet helicopters. The
Reagan administration (1981-1989) worked closely with Pakistani President Zia ul-Hag, who
claimed to seek pan-Islamic cooperation. Pakistan was in reality seeking more power over the
region. The Americans came to see the mujahideen groups as allies, holy warriors fighting
against the Soviet Union’s atheist Communism.

While it is clear that Operation Cyclone greatly helped the mujahideen victory, it is not
correct to simply state that foreign support was the deciding factor. The mujahideen victory was
due to numerous factors, including: the nature of the conflict being an invading army against an
insurgency which allowed the mujahideen to utilize their home terrain and the Afghan people’s
support; the tactical situation which the Soviet Army was not built for, having prepared for large-

scale operations against Western forces in conventional warfare; and the political situation where
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holding power in the capital of Kabul did not translate into control over the whole country
because Afghanistan was not a unified nation.

Viewing the Afghan resistance as a group of noble underdog freedom fighters against an
overwhelming Soviet enemy offers a convenient narrative. Yet, this can cause readers to
mistakenly view the Soviet-Afghan War as a small footnote, proxy battle to the larger Cold War
between the forces of Capitalism and Communism. Such a dismissive categorization fails to
understand the importance of the conflict within its own sphere. The Saur Revolution of 1978
and the Soviet-Afghan War 1979-1989 would directly lead to the Afghan Civil War of 1992-
1996, whose outcome was the replacement of Afghan President Mohammad Najibullah’s
government with the Taliban’s Islamic Emirate. In 2001, the United States would enter
Afghanistan in response to the World Trade Center attacks. Two decades later, Afghanistan
would continue to see destruction as a result of this conflict, with the Taliban again returning to
power. These wars are all a direct result of the instability created by the end of the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan and the resulting strengthening of radical political Islam. The war was
also a concluding note for the Soviet Union, since the Soviets’ withdrawal showed the
weaknesses in the Soviet Union’s military power and the changes in its political power. The
USSR lost its position and prestige as a world superpower. In part due to its failures on the
ground in Afghanistan, caused by an overestimation of its own power, and the underestimation
of the mujahideen’s fighting spirit. Also critical to the USSR’s downfall were systematic failures
in governance in Moscow that allowed a small, insulated group at the top of Soviet leadership to
make such a decision to enter the conflict in the first place. The aging leaders were unable to
properly guide the war effort. These factors significantly contributed to the outcome of the

conflict, more than the involvement of outside allies such as Pakistan or the United States.
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Withdrawal, February 1989

In Afghanistan “a small army would be annihilated and a large one starved.”

- Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington.®®

The Soviet Army won battles, yet lost the war. The Afghans didn’t have to win, they
simply had to not lose. The mujahideen were simply able to endure the advanced weaponry and
sophisticated technology as the Soviet units continued to bleed and were left with no other option
than to withdraw. Tanks and large machine guns are difficult to manage in mountain passes. The
Soviet army continually found itself the target of ambushes by the Mujahideen fighters, who
refined this tactic throughout the war. By the end of the war, Soviet soldiers moved in smaller
formations partially due to changes in strategy, and partially due to necessity as a result of the
number of Soviet casualties.”

The Soviet failure in Afghanistan was due to a number of factors. Among them was the
lack of internal coordination within the Soviet government bureaucracy between civil and
military structures. This created significant political-military weakness, and the lack of external
transparency which informs the current Russian-language press reflections on the Afghan War.

The Soviet Union was historically secretive, keeping information from the public, and
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compartmentalizing information within government bureaucracies, and the Party itself. Because
of this there was little direct Russian reporting from the time period. This lack of information is
illustrated by the fact that the exact number of Soviet casualties in Afghanistan remains unknown
to this day. Coffins transporting Soviet soldiers killed in action were sealed with zinc and could
not be opened by the grieving families. In their farewell addresses to the returning “Afghantsi”
(Soviet soldiers who were getting ready to return from Afghanistan), political officers ordered
the returning soldiers not to speak of the war and to destroy any photographs taken in
Afghanistan.”

The Soviet Union began preparations for complete withdrawal from Afghanistan in May
1988. At this time, the Soviet Army was under the command of General of the Army Valentin
Varennikov, with Colonel-General Boris Gromov acting as the commander of the 40th Army.
Boris Gromov would be awarded the honor of Hero of the Soviet Union, the same recognition
that Yuri Gagarin, the first human to journey into outer space, received. On February 15th, 1989,
Colonel-General Boris Gromov, Commander of the Soviet Union’s 40th Army was the last
Soviet soldier to officially cross the Friendship Bridge over the Oxus River from Afghanistan to
the Soviet Union. The war was over for the Soviet Union, ending in defeat, after the loss of

nearly 14,000.7? The Soviet withdrawal would not bring peace to Afghanistan.
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Translations Commentary

The translation of the selected articles was the first and most essential part in forming the
roots of this project. The translated articles formed the core basis for me to come to an
understanding of the relevant modern views on the Soviet-Afghan War. Working on the
translations provided a challenging and enriching endeavor. This starting point required
thoughtful reading of the Russian originals, efforts to understand what certain words mean, not
only in the literal dictionary sense, but in the context of war and Soviet culture. It was also
important to understand the overall implied tone of the writing. This means that there was a need
to both comprehend the factual information and the emotional subtext underneath the wording of
these events in order to find a deeper meaning. One part was understanding the dates and
movements, and the other was appreciating the emotions tied to the war.

It is important to note that translating the texts forced me in a critical way to make sense
of the culture and history of the target language. I had to be accurate in conveying the author’s
intended rather than literal meaning, and in finding methods to keep the original message intact
in its authenticity. Knowing the grammar and vocabulary is simply not enough to properly
convey the deeper senses of these pieces, and they required me to expand my writing skills in

both the translation and analysis.

Russian Language Reflections

Article 1: A Forty Year Ricochet

Leonid Mlechin’s Kommersant article “A Forty Year Ricochet” was the first article that |

translated into English from Russian, and this article formed the basic idea that became the larger
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work. In writing the line “...endless graveyard of destroyed and burned Soviet military vehicles
at the slope’s bottom” Mlechin created an image that carried powerful emotion. It brings to mind
a lumbering giant that was large and powerful, but stumbling and uncoordinated. The great might
of the Soviet Army was left behind in the ruins at the bottom of this slope. The choice of the
term graveyard also reminds the reader of the saying that Afghanistan is known as the graveyard
of empires. This trope is associated with the larger history of foreign incursions into Afghanistan.
Later in the article Mlechin notes, “before the Saur Revolution, there was no Islamic fervor.” If
this is the case, it makes the entire justification of the Soviet invasion invalid. The whole point
was to prevent Iran’s Islamic Revolution from spreading to Afghanistan, yet the ten year war
only increased Islamic fundamentalism in Afghanistan and strengthened the case for modern
political Islam. Mlechin closes the article looking at Afghanistan in 2018. “Afghanistan turned
into a territory which today is torn into pieces by illiterate young men, armed with Kalashnikovs.
They say they are fulfilling the commands of the Quran. But they have not read the Holy Book

because they are illiterate.””

Article 2: Who Started the War in Afghanistan?

It is a natural matter in the course of world events that powerful nations wage wars to
increase their military might and political influence. What creates concern regarding the Soviet-
Afghan War is the carelessness with which it was launched. The second piece analyzed - Andrei
Lipskii’s article from Novaya Gazeta, “Who Started the War in Afghanistan?” offered startling
insights. The revelations slowly uncovered through translations and retranslations were: the fact

that the Soviet Union’s “Kremlin elders” so flippantly decided to initiate such a devastating war.
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In addition to his commentary, Lipskii provides information on the original document that laid
out the plan for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. He notes that the “Situation in A” document
was written in such a way that the authors themselves could not confront the truth of the matter.
Lipskii compares the “legalese” used in the document with the records kept by a Veteran’s
fraternity or local housing authority record. The opaque wording, however, does not absolve
those listed as signing off on the order. The “Situation in A” document that launched the Soviet
War in Afghanistan, that is one of the main reasons for the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
poor state of both Russia and Afghanistan in modern times, was carelessly written in an attempt
at deliberate self-deception.” The political leaders used this language in order to avoid
confronting the truth of the matter. Despite the fact that it is written in a way that ignores the
significance of the decision, the consequences were significant to the Soviet Union and

transformative to the world.

Article 3: 28 Years after the withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan: Tajik “Afghans” on the Forgotten War

Anora Sarkorova’s BBC article “28 Years after the withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan: Tajik “Afghans” on the Forgotten War” details the reflections of Tajik veterans of
the Soviet-Afghan War and the lack of agency they had during their service. Muhiddinov and
Saerobekov, two Tajik veterans of the Afghanistan War, had no choice or decision about whether
or not to participate in the war effort. They were soldiers at the time and simply followed orders
in the field. This was taken out of their hands. Tajikistan and Afghanistan share linguistic and

cultural histories, making soldiers from Soviet Tajikistan particularly suited for work in
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Afghanistan as translators or interpreters. Tajik Persian is similar to Dari Persian, being mutually
intelligible. This is why Muhiddinov and his colleagues were trained with the Arabic script. Yet
these linguistic and cultural similarities which would make them effective in Afghanistan also
made it emotionally difficult for them to be deployed there. Tajik veterans now feel that the war
which was such a large part of their lives and that transformed so much of their future is now
largely forgotten. American veterans of the United States’ war in Afghanistan sometimes voice
similar feelings twenty years after their conflict began. It wasn’t something they necessarily
wanted, and now it's something that isn’t remembered. This ties in with the importance of
learning about history and the mistakes made of predecessors. A national shame is not something
that ought to be buried away, but instead something to keep in mind to shape a better future.
Many in the USSR wanted to create a better future for Afghanistan, as Saerabekov says: “No
wonder they say that the road to hell is paved with good intentions.” This article and the

following article both highlight the damage created by the war.”

Article 4: Afghanistan 30 years after the Soviet Union withdrawal:
what Afghans think about life then and now

Olga Ivshina wrote the 2019 article “Afghanistan 30 years after the Soviet Union
withdrawal” which looks back on the events of the late 80s from three decades later. Both
Sarkova’s and Ivshina’s BBC articles demonstrated how deeply the war tore apart not only
Afghanistan and the Soviet Union, which are still seeing the effects of instability and poor

leadership, but also the people that fought and lived through them. lvshina examines this through
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the lens of several individuals. Tajvar Kakar, a human rights activist recalls being arrested and
tortured in 1980 due to a suspicion of cooperating with the mujahideen. The war ended, yet
violence continued as the mujahideen overtook the country. Khabibula, a now retired teacher,
explains that in 2018 things were generally better than during Taliban rule, however
unemployment and a low standard of living conditions remain issues. The Soviets and the
Americans solved and created problems for Afghanistan, and cautious optimism would be
replaced by a simple desire for peace. The overall sentiment from the four featured interviews

was a fatigue from all that came from the wars that followed the Soviet invasion. Some things

change, and some things stay the same, but ultimately all that people want is to live in peace and

stability. A significant aspect of frustration comes from the failure in achieving the goal of self-

determination and national sovereignty, due to Soviet and American intervention. Even if both
wars were launched in good faith, the end result is the same: Afghanistan is not able to determi
a path towards stability for itself. The former teacher and activist explained the hardships that

have continued since the 1970s. Afghanistan might have a complicated history, but it would be

better to see how it decides to create its own future.”®

78 lvshina, Olga. Prosvirova, Olga. "AdraHuctaH cnycts 30 neT nocne BbiIBOJa COBETCKUX BOWCK: YTO
aymatoT adoraHubl 0 X13HKU Torga un cenyac." BBC Russia Service, 14 February 2019,
https://www.bbc.com/russian/features-47205296. Accessed 25 February 2022.

ne

36



Conclusion

Many lessons can be learned from the recent reflections in the Russian-language press on
the Soviet-Afghan War of 1979-1989. To a great extent the Soviet campaign informs the
American experience in the Afghanistan War from 2001-2021, and the current state of Russian
leadership as Vladimir Putin launches a war with Ukraine. The Soviet campaign created a power
vacuum which resulted in an unstable Afghan government and civil armed conflict between
armed militant groups for decades to come. The clear lesson is that military interventions in other
countries extract a terrible price on both the foreign invader and people defending their
homeland. After the World Trade Center attacks in September of 2001, Afghanistan would see
conflict with another foreign power that intervened with the intention to create a new political
situation for the betterment of the Afghan people. The Americans would deal with the
consequences of their actions during the Soviet campaign and the consequences of their inaction
after the Soviet withdrawal. The mujahideen who collectively were once allies in the fight
against the Soviet Union spreading atheism and Communism were now seen as radical Islamists
set on destroying the freedom and democracy of the United States and the West. The more
moderate commanders that weren’t supported by the CIA and Pakistan were not able to reverse
the course of Afghan politics. The modern wars in Afghanistan seem to simply tell a story of
repeated cycles of violence and destruction. The Soviet withdrawal was followed by civil wars in
Afghanistan, leaving the militant Islamic Taliban in control of the country. The Soviet Union’s
campaign took Afghanistan farther towards the inverse of their initial goal: now radical political
Islam is the main force that has shaped modern Afghanistan. Taliban rule was defined by a

hardline approach, as explained by Stephen Tanner, the author of Afghanistan: A Military
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History from Alexander the Great to the War Against the Taliban. Women were rendered
anonymous, refused work or education. Justice was implemented by chopping off people’s
hands, ears, or heads, depending on the crime. Public stoning was the solution to adultery.
Television, music, photographs, whistling, and kite flying were all banned.”” Following
September 11th, 2001, the United States Armed Forces spent two decades with the greatest
warfighting capability of any army in history. The American goal to free Afghanistan from
Taliban control and build a free nation failed. The most powerful military in history used the
most devastating arsenal possible with a basically unlimited budget, and Afghanistan is not any
better off for it. After the American withdrawal in 2021, the Taliban is once again in control of
Afghanistan. The Soviets and the Americans could not win their fights. Afghanistan does not
have a higher quality of life, nor is it a free and democratic society, the Soviet Union collapsed,
and the United States also suffered a terrible failure. No matter the tenacity of the invading force,
the outcome has been the same: violence and chaos. Waging wars and foreign incursions has not

created a lasting positive end to these tragic events.

T Tanner, Stephen. Afghanistan. Hachette Books, 2009. pg. 284
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Appendix: Russian Originals and my

translations

Article 1: PukowleTt Ha copok neTt

AKypnaia "Oronék"

02.04.2018, 0:00

Puxomer Ha copok ner

CoBerckuii cien B araHCKOUM pEeBOJTIOLIHH.
Ucropuueckuii s3kckypce Jleonnna Mneunna

40 et Hazan B AdranucraHe mpou30IIa
Anpenbckasi peBOIIOMSL, KOTOpyro MockBa
nojJieprKaia CHaYaja COBETHUKaMU, TOTOM
TallHBIMU ONEPALMSIMU, a B UTOTE U
Borickamu. CCCP BTsiHyJICS B BOIHY,
CTaBIIYIO OJIHOM M3 NPUYMH €ro pa3Baia, a
pa3bpocaHHbIe TOT/Ia "KaMHU'" HE TOJIBKO
AdranucTas, HO ¥ BECb MUP HE MOYKET
coOpartsb 1o ceii aeHsb. [louemy Bce 310
CIIy4MJIOCH?

“Spark” Magazine

2-4-2018

A Forty Year Ricochet

The Soviet footprint in the Afghan
Revolution. A historical excursion by Leonid
Mlechin

Forty years ago, the April Revolution took
place in Afghanistan, which Moscow at first
supported through advisers, and later with
covert operations, and eventually with troops.
The USSR got involved in the war, which
became one of the reasons for its collapse, and
not only Afghanistan, but the whole world can
not collect the scattered “stones” to this day.
Why did all this happen?

Huxorna ne 3a0yny, kak exan u3 KaOymna
nomoi uepe3 CanaHr, TpeXKUIOMETPOBBIH
TOHHEJB B TOpHOM XpebTe ['muaykymr. Yepes
Cananr npoxoui IIaBHbIM MyTh CHAOXKEeHUs
packBapTHpOBaHHOU B A¢raHucTrane
coserckoi 40-i1 apmun. Ecian cMoTpeTs Ha
BEPXYIIKH TOp, YK€ NOKPHIBIIMXCS CHETOM,
MO>KHO PEUINTb, OyATO Momnai B KypopTHOE
MecTeuko. Ho cTonmno risiHyTs BHU3, U
IbpIxaHue nepexsarbiBaso. He n3-3a crpaxa
BBICOTBI. Tam, MOl OTKOCOM,— HECKOHYAEMOE
KJ1aA0uIIe MOAOUTHIX U COAOKEHHBIX
COBETCKHMX MalllHH.

Kaxxprit kusmomeTp ObUT TTOJIUT KPOBBIO
Hamux pe0sT. Ha y3koit ropHoii gopore, rie
HU CBEPHYTh, HU YBEJIMUYUTH CKOPOCTb,
COBeTCKasi OpOHETEXHHKa, TPY30BUKH U
OEH30B03bl CTAHOBUJIMChH JIETKOW JOOBIYEH.
CHauasa, cTpensisi C COCeIHUX Top, apraHIibl

I will never forget how I was riding home
from Kabul through the three kilometer-long
Salang Tunnel in the Hindu Kush mountain
range. The main supply route for the Soviet
40th Army stationed in Afghanistan passed
through the Salang Tunnel. If you looked
towards the already snow-capped
mountaintops, you might think you were in a
resort town. But if you bothered to glance
down, it took your breath away, not out of
fear from heights but from the endless
graveyard of destroyed and burned Soviet
military vehicles at the slope’s bottom.

Every kilometer was covered in our mens’
blood. On a narrow mountain road, where one
could neither turn off or speed up, Soviet
armored vehicles, trucks and fuel trucks
became easy prey. First, shooting from the
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o10MBaJIM MEPBYIO MAIlIMHY, U KOJIOHHA
OCTaHABINBAIACH, IOTOM MOCJIEIHIOK, YTOOBI
HUKOMY HE JaTh YUTH...

neighboring mountains, the Afghans hit the
first car, and the column stopped, then the last
one, so no one could escape...

3ayem yousm layna?

[Touemy nepen CCCP Bo3HUKIA JuIeMMA:
BBOJIUTH BOICKa WM HE BBOIUTH? OOBIYHOE
00BsICHEHHE: HYKHO OBLJIO TIOMEIIATh
npeBpatieHno Adranucrana Bo BpaxaeoHoe
HaM rocyjapctso. Ho pa3se Takum cocenom
Ob11 Adranucran j0 pesomtonuu 1978 roga u
BBOJIa BOWCK?

B XX Beke B KaOyiie cMeHHIIOCH HEMAJIO
npasuTesiel, Ho MockBa B J1I000M ciiyyae
MOTJIa PACCUUTHIBATh HA UX JIOSUIBHOCTh —
Kpemib nepkan pyky Ha myJibce
MOJINTUYECKOMN ®U3HU AdraHucraHa,
KOTOPBI HaXOUJICS B COBETCKOM chepe
BiusHus. Tak Obu10 1 40 €T Ha3a: TeHepan
Moxamman Jlayn XaH, KOTOPBIA MHOTO JIET
BO3IJIABJISLI IPABUTENBCTBO, a B 1973 rony
CTaJl TJIaBOI rocyaapcTBa, MOBOAOB IS
TpeBoru He JaBan. OH IOMHUI O
TeOMOJINTUKE: aMEPUKAHCKUE 3aMBI
MIPUHUMAJIIUCh B MEHBILINX MaclITadax, yem
COBETCKHE; MHKEHEPOB OTIIPABIISIIM YUUTHCS
B CIIIA, odpunepoB — B CoBerckuii Coro3. 3a
MOJITOpa JiecATKa JieT Oosiee 7 ThICSY
apraHcKux OQUIEPOB MOTYUUIH TUILIOMBI
COBETCKHMX BOCHHBIX YUMJIUIIL, IPOCITyLIaB
0o0BEMHBIE KypChl MapKcHU3Ma-IeHuHN3Ma. B
1978 rony B A¢dranucrane padoraino 6osee 2
TBHICSIY COBETCKUX TEXHUUYECKUX U
9KOHOMHMYECKUX COBETHUKOB.

Pexxum Jlayna orBevan uHTEepecam
Coserckoro Coroza. [TosmHas 10sSIbHOCTD,
Oe3omacHasi rpaHuIa, ITUPOKHUE TOPrOBO-
HPKOHOMMUECKHE CBS3H. V1 HUKAaKO! yrpo3bl
uciaaMcKkoro pyHaaMeHTaau3Ma: 10
Anpenbckoit peBoIoIuH B A(raHuctane He
ObL10 uciaMckoi uctoBoct. Ho 27 anpens
1978 rona Monobie opHUIEPHI B3I
LITYPMOM MPE3UACHTCKUI TBOpEL U
paccrpensuu Jlayaa BMecTe ¢ ero
okpyxeHreM. OJMH U3 YY4aCTHUKOB 3aroBopa
3apaHee YBeJOMHUI 000 BCEM COBETCKHX

Why was Daoud killed?

Why did the USSR face this dilemma: to
deploy troops or not? The common
explanation being: it was necessary to hinder
the transformation of Afghanistan into a state
hostile to us. But was Afghanistan really such
a neighbor before the revolution of 1978 and
the introduction of troops?

In the 20th century Kabul had many rulers,
but Moscow in any case was able to count on
their loyalty. The Kremlin kept a finger on the
pulse of Afghan political life, which was
located in the Soviet sphere of influence. So it
was forty years ago: General Muhammad
Daoud Khan, which lead the government for
many years and in 1973 became the head of
state, not giving any cause for alarm. He was
mindful of geopolitics: American loans were
taken out in lesser amounts than Soviet loans;
engineers were sent to study in the USA,
military officers to the Soviet Union. In 15
years more than 7,000 Afghan officers
received diplomas from Soviet military
academies, and received extensive courses in
Marxism-Leninism. In 1978 more than 2,000
Soviet technicians and economic consultants
worked in Afghanistan.

The Daud regime met the interests of the
Soviet Union: complete loyalty, a secure
border, expansive economic and trade
relations. And there were no threats of Islamic
fundamentalism: before the Saur revolution,
there was no Islamic fervor in Afghanistan.
But on April 27, 1978 young officers stormed
and took over the presidential palace and shot
Daud along with those surrounding him. One
of the conspirators informed the Soviet agents
of everything in advance. If they had
dissuaded the Afghan officers, Afghanistan’s
fate may have gone down a different path.

42




pa3BeauukoB. Eciiu Obl oHM araHCcKUX
o(uIIepOB TOT1a OTTOBOPHIIU, CYIH0a
Adranucrana nouuia Obl HHBIM ITyTEM.
OcTanuce Obl )KUBBI M COTHU THICSY
adraHues, U 15 ThicAY COBETCKHUX CONJAT.
VBBL...

HoBble adpranckue jmaepbl B3sIUCh
CTPOUTH COLMAJIN3M IO COBETCKOMY
oOpasny. Ho Hamm coBeTHMKH,
npuodsiBmme B KadyJs, yBuaesn Takyro
CJI0KHYIO U 3aIIyTAHHYI0 KAPTHHY
a(raHckoi ;KkM3HH, 0 KOTOpoii B MocKkBe
HMeJIM BecbMa NPUO/IN3uTeIbHOe
npeacTaBJieHue.

MHe pacckaszbiBasid 00 3ToM Banepuii
Xapazos, kanauaat B wiensl LHK KIICC,
PYKOBOJIUTEIIb TIEPBOM I'PYMIIbI MAPTUHHBIX
COBETHHKOB B A(raHucTane, 1 TeHepas
Bacunuii 3aniaTtiuH, COBETHUK HayaJlbHUKA
[JIABHOT'O TIOJIUTUYECKOTO YIIPaBJICHUS
adraHckoil apMuu. 3amiaTUH IpUexai B
KaOyn B konue mast 1978 rona, XapazoB — B
NEPBbIX YMCIIAaX UIOHA, OyKBaJIbHO yepes
MeCS1 TIOCTIE PEBOJIIOLIUH.

IIpaBsmias napTus ObUIa PacKOJIOTA Ha JIBE
¢paxuuun — "Xansk" ("Hapon") u "I[lapuam”
("3nams"). OHu nogenwiu Biacts. Hyp
Moxxamen Tapaku ("Xanbk") cran
npenaceaareneM PeBomoMOHHOrO COBETA U
npembep-muHUCcTpoM. babpak Kapmans
("TlapuaM") — 3amecTuTeNEeM MpeaCeaaTeNs
PeBcoBeta u npembep-MuHucTpa. Xapusyia
AwmuH ("Xanbk") — 3aMecTHTeNIeM IIpeMbep-
MUHHUCTPa U MUHUCTPOM MHOCTPAHHBIX JIE]I.
Mexay nobenuTensiMu Hayajaach IPhI3HSL.
Jlunep "Ilapuama" babpak Kapmainb
KaJIOBAJICS COBETCKUM TOBApHIIaM, YTO €TI0
oTCcTpaHuJIU OoT pykoBozcTBa (Tapaku
otnpasui Kapmans nociom B
UexocnoBakuio). B HOUb Tiepe oThe310M
Kapmanb cobpain y cebs nuepoB cBoeit
¢dbpakuun u moodeman: "4 eme Bepaych. U
10JT KpacHbIM (rarom".

Mexny Tem cutyanus B Adranuctane
CTPEMUTENBHO yXyALIAJIACh.
Conumanucruyeckue npeoOpa3oBaHus Ha

Hundreds of thousands of Afghans and 15,000
Soviet soldiers may still be alive. Alas...

The new Afghan leaders undertook
building socialism under the Soviet model.
But our advisors arriving in Kabul saw the
complex and tangled picture of Afghan life
which people in Moscow only had a foggy
notion of.

| was told about this by Valery Karazov and
General Vasilii Zaplatin. Valery Karazov, a
candidate member of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union,
was the Director of the First Group of
Communist Party Advisors in Afghanistan.
General Vasilii Zaplatin, an advisor to the
Chief of the Political Section of the Afghan
Army, moved to Kabul at the end of May
1978, whereas Karazov arrived there in the
first days of June, literally a month after the
revolution.

The ruling party was split into two factions:
the “Khalq” (People’s) and the “Parcham”
(Banner’s). They shared power. Nur
Muhammad Taraki (Khalq) became Chairman
of the Revolutioniary Soviet and Prime
Minister. Babrak Karmal (Parcham) was the
Deputy of the Chairman and of the Prime
Minister. Hafizullah Amin (Khalq) was a
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for
Foreign Affairs. Clawing started between the
victors. Leader of the “Parcham” faction,
Babrak Karmal complained to Soviet
comrades that he was removed from power
(Taraki dispatched Karmal as ambassador to
Czechoslovakia). At night before departing
Karmal collected the leaders of his faction and
promised: “Still, I shall return. And under a
red flag.”

Meanwhile, the situation in Afghanistan
swiftly deteriorated. Socialist transformations
in the Soviet manner, undertaken by the
“revolutionaries” were destroying the country.
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COBETCKHI MaHep, 3aTeSIHHbIE
"peBoonoHepamMu’’, pa3pyliiaiu CTpaHy.
AcraHIipl 0TYASTHHO CONPOTHUBIISUIUCK,
Opanwuch 3a opyxue. B mapte 1979 rona
BCIIBIXHYJI aHTUIIPABUTEIHCTBEHHBINA MSTEXK B
ropoje ['epare (k MATEKHUKAM
MPUCOSANHUINCH YaCTU TapHU30HA, YOUIN
OAHOT'O U3 HAaIllMX BOCHHBIX COBCTHI/IKOB). B
OTBET — [0 COBETCKOMY ke 00pa3iy —
MacCCOBBIE PENPEecCuu. ApeCTOBBIBAIN
0OBIYHO BEUEpOM, JIONPALITUBAIN HOYbIO, a
YTPOM PACCTPEIINBAIH.

Afghans desperately resisted, taking up arms.
In March of 1979 an anti-government mutiny
flared up in the city of Herat. (One of our
military advisors was killed by garrison units
that joined the mutiny). Following the very
Soviet model, in response there was massive
repression. People were regularly arrested in
the evening, interrogated at night, and shot in
the morning.

Tapaku u AMuH

B npakTudeckoii pabore Tapaku Obu1
6ecriomoiHbIM. Tapaku napcTBoBai, AMHH
IIpaBUIL

— AMMH TSHYJ Becb BO3 paboThl Ha cede, OH
3aHUMAJICS ApTUMHBIMU JI€]1aMH, ApMUEH,
KaJpamMu,— BcriomuHan Banepuii Xapazos.
— A BEI 3aMeYalI, YTO AMMH IIOXO
otHocuTcsa K CoBerckomy Coro3y 1
cumnarusupyetr CoenuneHHsiM ltatam? —
cnpammBai g1 Xapa3zoBa.— Benb 1oToM 310
YTBEPKJCHUE CTAaHET IIaBHBIM OOBSICHEHUEM,
nouemy yomiu AMHHA U 3aMEHUIIN €T0
Kapmanewm...

— AMUH IOCTOSTHHO TOBOPHJI O CBOMX
NpyKeckux 4yBcTBax K CoBeTCKOMY
Coro3y,— otsetnn XapazoB.— OTKyna
CIIyxu 0 ToM, uTo AMuH — arenT [IPY? On
Henonro yuwics B CIIIA u pykoBoaun
3eMJITYECTBOM a(raHIIeB.

— K Coserckomy Corozy AMHH OTHOCHIICS K
YBKEHUEM U JII000BBIO,— TOBOPHII T€HEPAIT
3arutatuH.— Y Hero ObUIM JBa CBATHIX
Mpa3gHUKa B TO/Y, KOTJa OH MO3BOJIsLI cebe
CIHMPTHOE, U 3TO OBLIM HE apraHckue, a
COBETCKHE MPa3THUKN — 7 HOSAOps 1 9 mast.
Korna AMuHa yousnu, BoBa ¢ JOUYKaMH U
MJIQJIINM CBIHOM roexana B CoBeTcKui
Coro3, X0T4 il peI0KUIIH JIH00YI0 CTpaHy
Ha BeIOOp. Ho oHa cka3zana: Mol My Obu1
npyrom Coserckoro Coroza...

Mexny apranckuMHu Juaepamu OblT He
MOJUTUYECKUH KOH(IIUKT, a TMYHBIA —

Taraki and Amin
In practical work Taraki was helpless. Taraki
played the ruler, while Amin governed.

- “Amin carried the whole workload on his
back, he occupied himself with party affairs,
the army, and personnel,” remembered Valery
Karazov.

- “And did you notice that Amin “had a poor
attitude towards the Soviet Union and
sympathized with the United States?” I asked
Karazov. “After all, this statement became the
main explanation of why Amin was killed and
replaced by Karmal.”

- “Amin constantly spoke of his amicable
feelings towards the Soviet Union,” answered
Karazov. Where did the rumors that Amin
was an agent of the CIA originate? He did not
study in the USA long, and was a leader in the
community of Afghan countrymen.

- “Amin treated the Soviet Union with love
and respect,” said General Zaplatin. “He had
two sacred holidays each year when he
allowed himself alcohol, and they weren’t
Afghan holidays, but Soviet ones: November
7th and May 9th.”

When Amin was killed, his widow fled to the
Soviet Union with their daughters and young
son, although she had the choice of any

44




BoWiHa aMOunuii. Ho B HEero BTSIHYIUCH U
coBeTckue npeacraBurenu B Kadyre.
[TapTuitHbie 1 BOGHHBIE COBETHUKH
nojaepkuBai Gppakuro "Xanbk", TO eCTh
Awmmuna. [IpencraBurenu KI'b paboranu c
"[Tapuamom", 00 ITOM MHE pacckas3blBaj
MOJIKOBHUK Auiekcanap Mopo30B, B T€ I0Jbl
3aMECTHUTEIIb PE3UICHTA BHEIIHEH Pa3BEIKHU B
Kabye.

— Ha oxaoM coBemannu,— BCIIOMHHA
3amiaTuH,— JIeJ10 JIOIUIO 10 TOTO, YTO MBI
JpyT Ipyra TOTOBBI OBLTH B3SITH 32 TPYIKH.
[IpencraButenu KI'b nenanu ctaBky Ha
babpaxa Kapmans. [louemy num HpaBuiics
babpak? Jlerko ynpasisieMblii 4eTOBEK. AMUH
MOT 1 HE COTJIACUTHCS C COBETCKUMU
MPEACTABUTENSIMU, IPOBOJUTH CBOIO JIMHUIO.

country. But she said: my husband was a
friend of the Soviet Union...

Among Afghan leaders there was not a
political, but personal, conflict; it was a war of
ambitions. But the Soviet representatives in
Kabul also got dragged into it. The Party and
military advisors supported the “Halq” faction
and therefore Amin. The Director of the KGB
worked with the Parcham faction, | was told
about this by Colonel Aleksandr Morozov,
who was in those years Deputy Chief of
Station for Foreign Intelligence in Kabul.

“In one meeting,” Zaplatin remembered, “the
matter came to this, that we were ready to
grab each other by the lapels.” The KGB
representatives gambled on Babrak Karmal.
Why did they like Barbak? Barbak was easy
to control. Amin was capable of disagreeing
with Soviet representatives, and following his
own [policy] line.

Hosble adranckue BiacTuTe M Tepsijin
BJIACTb, IOTOMY 4TO NBITAJIUCH CHJIOH
HABA3aTh CTPaHe COLUAJIM3M COBETCKOI0
o0pa3sua.

Ho B MockBe penivim, 4To MpuYruHa BCEX
npobiem — AmuH. B centsope 1979 rona
Tapaxu neran na KyOy. Ha o6parHom iyt
ocraHoBWICA B MockBe. bpeskHeB cka3ai: oT
AmuHa Hasio n30aBUTHCS. Tapaku
cornacuics, Ho kak? [Ipeacenarens KI'b
AHaponos obeman: Koraa Bbl IPUJIIETUTE B
Kabyn, Amuna yxe e 6yaer. Ho xoraa
Tapaxu BbIIIEN U3 caMOJIETa, TO YBUIEIL. .
AMuHa.

Xaduzymry AMUHA TIBITATACH YOUTH
HECKOJIbKO pa3. J[Ba pa3a XOTesn 3aCTpeuTh,
JIBa pa3a OTpaBUTh. | 'eHepan Asekcanap
JIAXOBCKH, MHOT'O JIET IIPOCITYKUBILIUHN B
KaOyue, paccka3blBai MHE, YTO COBETCKHE
CHaiinepsl U3 oTpsizia "3eHuT" nojacTeperaim
AMHHaA Ha opore, 10 KOTOPOH OH €3/HJI Ha
paboty. Ho KopTex npoHOCHIICS ¢ OTPOMHOM
ckopocTbro. C OTpaBIIEHHEM TOXKE HUYETO HE

The new Afghan leaders lost power because
they tried to impose socialism by force on
the country through use of Soviet means.

But in Moscow it was resolved that the reason
for all the problems was Amin. In September
1979 Taraki flew to Cuba. On the return trip
he stopped in Moscow. Brezhnev said: “We
need to get rid of Amin.” Taraki agreed, but
how? KGB Director Andropov promised: “By
the time you fly into Kabul, Amin will be
dead.” But when Taraki exited the airplane, he
saw... Amin.

They almost assassinated Hafizullah Amin
several times. They tried twice: to shoot him,
and to poison him. General Alexander
Lyakhovsky who served many years in Kabul
told me that Soviet snipers from “Zenith " lied
in wait for Amin on the road which he drove
to work. But the motorcade drove by at a high
speed. The poisoning didn't work out any
better: poisoned cups of Coca Cola were
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nosyumsiock. CTakaH KOKa-KOJIbl C OTPaBOii
BMECTO HET'O BBINWI IVIEMSIHHUK — Accayiia
AwmuH, med KoHTppa3Benku. B mocnennuii
pa3 B AMuHa cTpessiu Bo JiBople Tapaku.
Ho on ocraincs xuB. Tapaku npukasan apMun
yHUUTOXUTh AMuHa. Ho Boiicka kaOynbCcKoro
rapHU30HA 3aHsUIN CTOPOHY AMHHA, KOTOPBIN
IIPUKa3aj 3aAyLIUTh Tapaku U paccTpesil
HECKOJIbKO ThICAY YEJIOBEK.

BpexHeB cueln 3To IMYHBIM OCKOpOJIeHUEM:
OH r'apaHTUpOBas 0e3011aCHOCTb Tapaku, a
ero yousm.

— YT0 CKaXXyT B IpyTux cTpaHax? —
nepexuBan Jleonnn Mnbna.— Pa3ee MOXHO
BepUTh bpekHeBy, eciu ero 3aBepeHus B
MOJJIEPIKKE U 3aLIUTE OCTAIOTCS IyCTHIMU
CJIOBaMH?

Jleonu Mnbud caHKIIMOHUPOBAJ
crneonepanuio B Kabyne — 3ameHUTh
Awmuna Ha ba0Opaka Kapmaisa. B KI'b
IIPUIyMaIl BEPCUI0, OyATO AMUH — areHT
HPY. 1 nauanaces nepedpocka
criennoipasieieHuil B Adranucras.

drunk by his nephew, Assadul Amin, his
counterintelligence chief. In the final attempt
Amin was shot into Taraki’s Palace. But he
was still alive. Taraki ordered the army to
destroy Amin. But soldiers of the Kabul
Garrison were on Amin’s side, and Amin
ordered them to strangle Taraki and he shot
several thousand people.

Brezhnev deemed it a personal insult: he

guaranteed Taraki’s security, yet Taraki was
Killed.

“What do they say in other countries?” -
Leonid Ilich worried. “Can you believe
Brezhneyv, if his assurances of support and
protection are empty words?”

Leonid Ilich sanctiond a special operation in
Kabul: to replace Amin with Babrak Karmal.
The KGB came up with the narrative that
Amin was an agent of the CIA. And thus
started the deployment of special forces into
Afghanistan.

XPpOHHKA POKOBBIX peleHui

Korna MuHucTp 060pOHBI Y CTUHOB ITPUKA3all
HavyanbHUKY ['eHepanbHOro mrada OrapkoBy
TOTOBUTH BBOJI BOWCK, MapIliaja OTBETUII, YTO
9TO Oe3paccyactBo. Ha 3acenanun
noJUTOOPO HavallbHUK [ 'eHiTaba
npeaynpeaut: apradiibl He TEPIST
BOOPY’KEHHBIX MHO3EMIIEB U HAIll BOMCKa
HEMUHYEMO BTSHYTCS B 6oeBble aericTBus. K
TOMY JK€ Takas akus ypeBara OOJbIINMHU
BHEUTHETNOJIUTUYECKUMHU OCTIOKHEHUSIMU,
0CcOOEHHO B UCIIAMCKOM MHpeE.
IIpeacenarens KI'b FOpuii Angponos
o0opBaJ Mmapuaga:

— Y Hac ecTb KOMY 3aHUMATHCH
NOJMTHKOH. BaM Hago 1ymMaTh 0 BOCHHOH
CTOpPOHE J1eJ1a, TO eCTh KaK Jy4lle
BBINIOJIHUTDH MOCTABJICHHYI0 BaM 3aJ1a4y.

A chronicle of fateful decisions

When Defense Minister Ustinov ordered
Ogorkov, the Chief of the General Staff, to
prepare for deploying troops, the marshall
replied it was reckless. In a Politburo meeting,
the Chief of the General Staff gave a warning:
the Afghans would not tolerate armed
foreigners and our fighters will inevitably be
drawn into combat actions. Besides, such
actions are fraught with large foreign policy
complications, especially in the Islamic world.

Yuri Andropov, Chairman of the KGB,
interrupted the marshall:

“We have someone for studying politics.
You have to think about military issues,
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3arutatud BcnomuHat: 10 nexabps 1979 rona
IMO3BOHMJIM U3 MOCKBBI: Ballla J04b IPOCUT O
HEMEJICHHOM BCTpEUe C BaMHU,
BO3BpalllaiTech. BCTpeBOKEHHBIN reHepa
TYT %€ BBIJIETEN, HO 0Ka3aJ0Ch, UTO €T0 10Yb
HU K KOMY He oOpaianach: 3amiaTuHa
npocto yopanu u3 Kabyna HakanyHe
MMOBOPOTHBIX coObITHIA. Havanpauk ['eHmmTada
OrapkoB CIpoCHJI €ro: He HacTajo JIM BpeMs
BBECTHU Boiicka B AdraHucras, 4ToObI CriacTu
cTpany? 3aruiaTUH OTBEYas: Mbl BTSIHEMCS B
YyXKYI0 TPOXIAaHCKYIO BoWHy. [locre
3aceaHus MOJIUTOPO YCTUHOB BBI3BAJI K
cebe OrapkoBa, 3arjaTiHa U Ha4aJbHUKA
[JIaBHOT'O TIOJIUTYIIPaBJICHUs FeHepaia
Enwuiesa.

OrapkoB cKa3ajJ MUHHUCTpY:

— ToBapuuy 3amaTuH ocTaeTcsi Ipu CBOEM
MHEHHH.

— Ilouemy? — ynuBuics YcruHoB.— Bot
IIOYMTANTE, 4yTO NnpeacraBuTenscTso KI'b
coobmaet o nonoxkeHuu B Adranucrane. Tol
M3ydaelllb TAMOLIHIOI0 00CTaHOBKY BpPOJE Kak
MONYTHO. A OHY T'OJIOBOM OTBEYAIOT 3a
Ka’KJ10€ CJIOBO.

B mmudpoBke roBopuinocs, uto adranckas
apMus pa3Bajwiach, a AMUH HaxOJUTCs Ha
rpaHu Kpaxa. 3arjiaThH MpoYuTal MuQpoBKy
U TBEPJIO CKa3al:

— ToBapuuy MUHUCTp, 3TO HE COOTBETCTBYET
JIEACTBUTEIBHOCTH.

YCTUHOB OTBETUIL:

— Ho yxe nosaHo...

NmenHo B TOT JieHb, 12 nexkadpsi, ObL10
MIPUHSTO PEIlIEHNE BBECTH COBETCKUE BOMCKa
B A¢ranucran. YCTHHOB MoJIaraj, 4To
JI0OCTaTOYHO COBETCKUM BOICKaM MOSIBUTHCS,
Kak OaHIuThl pazoeryrcs. [lepBbiit
3aMeCTUTENb MUHUCTpa 000poHkl Cepreit
Coxko0I10B, KOTOPOMY MOPYYWIIM PYKOBOJUTH
BBOJIOM BOICK, 00€1as )keHe, 4To uepe3
MECS1] BEPHETCS U OHU MOEYT B CAHATOPUH.
Canartopuii He ciyumiics: COKOJIOB POBEN B
AdranucTtane He MecCsIL, a TOL...

Onepanueit B KabGyne pykoBoauau

that is, how best to act on to carry out a
task that has been assigned to you.”

Zaplatin recalls: December 10, 1979, they
called from Moscow: his daughter asked for
an immediate meeting, for him to come back.
The alarmed general immediately got on a
plane, but it turned out that his daughter did
not send anyone for him: Zaplatin was simply
removed from Kabul on the eve of the
schisms. At first the General Staff Ogarkov
told him: do not come if it is time to deploy
troops into Afghanistan, in order to save the
country? Zaplatin replied: “We retreated from
the foreign civil war. Ustinov summoned
Ogarkov, Zaplatin and General Epishev, the
Head of the main office of Political Affairs, to
his office after the Politburo meeting.

Ogarov told the minister:
Comrade Zaplatin remains unconvinced.

Why? wondered Ustinov. Here read what the
KGB representatives report on the position in
Afghanistan. You learn to study the situation
on the ground there casually. And they answer
everything with their heads.

The coded reports note that the Afghan Army
was unraveling and Amin was on the verge of
collapse. Zaplatin wrote a coded message and
firmly said:

“Comrade minister, this does not match
reality.”

Ustanov replied:
But it is already too late...

Precisely on the day of December 12th the
decision was made to deploy Soviet soldiers
to Afghanistan. Ustinov believed that were
sufficient Soviet soldiers to appear, the
bandits would flee. At first, Deputy Defense
Minister Sergei Sokolov who was assigned to
manage the invasion, promised his wife that

47




3aMeCTUTENb HayallbHUKA Pa3BeIKU FreHepal
Banum Kupnnyenko u crapumi
npeacrasutenb KI'b B Adranuncrane bopuc
WBanos. 19 nekabps M B MOMOIIb
OTIIPaBUJIM HOBOT'O HaYaJIbHUKA HeJleraabHOU
passeaku Opus JIpo3noBa. OHM 10710KUIIU B
MockBy, YTO YHUUTOKUTh AMUHA U 3aMEHUTH
ero Kapmanem HEBO3MOKHO 0€3 MOAIEPKKI
apmuu. 25 nexabps B KaOyn Obiia
nepedpomena 103-s rBapaeiickas BO3IyIIHO-
JIeCaHTHas JUBU3HA.

[Ipenmnosnaranocs, 4To AMUH caM 3asiBUT O
TOM, YTO TI0 €r0 MPUTJIAIIEHUIO COBETCKHE
BOIicKa BXOJAT B A(raHucTas, a y)xe HoTOM
ero yoepyt. babpak Kapmainb, HaxoauBimiics
1o OXpaHou opuLEepoB 9-ro yrnpaBieHUs
coBerckoro KI'b, sxnan cBoero gaca. Ho
OINEepaTUBHUKU OTOPONMINCH: C IOMOIIIbIO
med-mnoBapa, paboTaBIIero BO ABOPIIE,
AMUHY J1any OTpaBJIEHHYIO MUILY U
BBICTYITUTH 1O TEJIEBHUJICHUIO OH YK€ HE CMOT.
Tonpko nmompocui COBETCKOro nocia
npucnath Bpaueil. [locon u He momo3peBail,
yto KI'b npoBoauT cneronepanuto B Kadye!
Tepanest Bukrop Ky3HeueHkoB u Xxupypr
AHartonuii AnexceeB Craciu mpe3uIeHTa
Awmuna. Ho Tompko amst Toro, 4toObl ero
Yyepe3 HECKOJIbKO YacOB pacCcTpesiin
crieriHa30BIIbl. OHM Ke B TOpsuke 005 younu
Y OJJHOTO W3 HaluX Bpaued — Bukropa
Ky3neuenkosa. J[Boperr AMHHA IITypMOM
B3sun cnienHaz KI'b BMecTe ¢ necanTHUKaMu.
[Toru6m0 607bI1I0€ KOTUIECTBO aA(PTaHIIeB,
KOTOpBIE HE MOTJIM IOBEPUTD, YTO UX
yOUBAIOT MyUIIIHE IPY3bsl.

J1o mocnenHen ceKyHabl HE BEPUII B 3TO U
AwmuH. Ero younu BMecTe ¢ MaJoJIeTHUMHU
CBIHOBBSIMU — OJTHOMY OBLIO BCETO MSATh JIET.
Jloub AMuHa Obl1a paHeHa B 00€ HOTH.
Paccka3biBaroT, 4T0 AMUHY OTpE3aiv TOJIOBY
U B IIOJIMATUIIEHOBOM IAKETE JOCTaBUIIN B
MOCKBY — OTYMTaTBCS O NMPOAEITIAHHON
pabote. O0e3ryIaBIeHHOE TEJIO 3aBEPHYJIIH B
KOBEp M 3aKOMAaJi PSJIOM C ABOPIIOM.
[TonkoBHuk Anekcannap Ky3neros padoran B
Adranucrane BOEHHbIM NEPEBOJUUKOM:

he would return after a month and they would
go to a vacation resort. The vacation never
happened: Sokolov spent not a month in
Afghanistan, but a year.

Operations in Kabul were managed by Deputy
Chief of Intelligence, General Vadim
Kirichenko and Senior KGB Representative in
Afghanistan, Boris Ivanov. On December
19th they were sent by new Chief of Covert
Intelligence Yuri Drozdov to help out. They
reported to Moscow that doing away with
Amin and replacing him with Karmal is
impossible without the support of the army.
On December 25th the 103rd Guard Airforce
Paratrooper Division landed in Kabul

It has been assumed that Amin himself
declared an invitation for Soviet soldiers to
enter Afghanistan, after he was already
removed. Babrak Karmal was located under
the protection of officers from the Soviet
KGB 9th Directorate bided his time. But
operatives were hasty: with the help of the
head cook working in the palace, they gave
Amin poisoned food and said by phone that he
was already banned from television. Amin
was only able to request the Soviet
ambassador send a doctor. The Ambassador
did not even suspect that the KGB was
conducting special operations in Kabul!

Doctor Anatolii Alekseev saved President
Amin. But only for the Spetsnaz to shoot him
in a couple of hours. They (i.e., Spetsnaz) in
the heat of the fight killed one of our doctors
as well - Viktor Kuzhechenkov. The KGB’s
spetsnaz together with paratroopers took the
Amin Palace by storm. A large number of
Afghans perished and they couldn’t believe
that they were killed by their best friends.

Until the last second, Amin did not believe
this. He was killed together with his infant
sons - one of them was just five years old.
Amin’s daughter was wounded in both legs. It
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— 5] HaxouiCs B Ty HOYB Ha y3J1€ CBS3H.
Korna npencrasurens KI'b renepan MBanos
MOJIy4UJI COOOIIEHUE O TOM, UTO AMHUHA
0O0JIbIIIEe HET, OH MEHSI PACIIeNIOBAL: BCE, MBI
nobemm!

31 nexabps Kupnuuenko u J{po3nos
JOJIOKUIN AHJIPONIOBY 00 yCIEITHO
nposenieHHou onepauuu. [Ipeacenarens KI'b
o0emian BCceX HarpaJuTh U Beles BCe 3a0bITh.
3a0bITh HE MOJYYUIIOCH: HAYaIaCh JIOJITast U
KPOBOIIPOJIMTHAsI BOMHA.

is said that Amin was cut on the head and in a
polyethylene packet it was delivered to
Moscow - as proof the job was finished. The
headless body was returned, cloaked, and
staged near the palace.

Colonel Aleksandr Kuznetsov worked in
Afghanistan as a military interpreter:

That night | was located with the
communications unit. When Director of the
KGB General Ivanov received the message
that Amin was no more, he kissed me: “That’s
it! We’ve won!”

On December 31st Kirpichenko and Drozdov
reported to Andropov on the operation’s
success. The KGB Director promised
everyone commendations and ordered
everyone to forget. Forgetting didn’t occur: a
long and bloody war began.

IIpuka3ano MoI4aTh

[Tonauany B CCCP He 103BOJISIOCH HU
MUCaTh, HA TOBOPUTH O MOTHUOIINX U PAHEHBIX
B A¢ranucrane. COTpyHUKH BOGHKOMATOB
MIPUXOJIUIN K HECYACTHBIM POJIUTEIISIM BMECTE
C BpauOM — OTKA4YMBAaTh JItOJIEH, KOTOPBIM
TOBOPWJIH, YTO X CBIH YOUT, YTO MIPUBE3JIN
IIMHKOBBIN rpo0 U 3aBTpa MOXOPOHBI. JIto1sM,
YbU JICTH MOTUOAIN B TaJIEKON CTpaHe,
3amnperagoch TOBOPUTH O CBOEM TOPE,
nmomMuHAaTh uX. Ho ¢ KakapIM MecsIieM TaKuX
JIIOZICH CTAHOBHIIOCH BCE OOJIBIIIE, a
3aMaJIYMBaTh BOMHY — BCE CIIOKHEE.
IlosiBjIeHHE COBETCKHX COJIAAT B
MYCYJbMAHCKOM CTpaHe npooyaunsio
PaAMKAJbHBIN MOJUTHYCCKHUN HCJIaM.
CTaJo :KeJJaHHBIM MOBOJAOM HA4YaTh
AKMXAJl, CBALLIEHHYI0 BOIHY NPOTUB
HEeBEPHBDIX.

Briciiue penurno3ubie MHCTaHIIUU
CYHHUTCKOTO MUpa OOBSBHIIN, YTO 3aIIUTA
Acranucrana oT BHEITHETO Bpara —
CBAIIECHHBIN JOJT KaXJI0T0 MyCyJIbMaHUHA.
[To HecuacTnuBOMY TSl OPEKHEBCKOTO

Media blackout is ordered

At first in the USSR it was not permitted to
write or speak about the dead and wounded in
Afghanistan. Employees of military recruiting
offices came with sadness together with the
doctor to push parents out, those who were
told, that their son was killed, that a zinc
coffin had been brought and that the funeral is
the next day. People, whose children were
killed in a far off country, were forbidden to
speak of their grief, to mourn them. But with
every month such people became more and
more numerous, and the war became more
and more difficult to conceal.

The appearance of Soviet soldiers in a
Muslim country gave rise to radical
political Islam. It became a desirable cause
to start Jihad, a sacred war against
atheists.

The uppermost religious authorities of the
Sunni world announced that the protection of
Afghanistan from the external enemy - was a
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PYKOBOJICTBA CTEYEHHUIO OOCTOATEILCTB Uepe3
MeECSIII ITOCJIE BBOJIA COBETCKUX BOMCK B beom
noMe obocHoBaiicst Ponanesn Peliran,
KOTOPBIN paj ObUT IOMOYb COBETCKOMY
PYKOBOJICTBY MOTTTy0Xe YBA3HYTh B
adranckoii BoitHe. V1 He OH OJMH: IPE3UCHT
[Takucrana renepan Moxammaz 3us yiib-Xak
oOyu4an adranies BoeBaTh, Kutaii maBan
Opy’KHe MoJiKaxeZaM, YTOObI 0CIIa0UTh
Cogerckuii Coro3. Caynosckast ApaBust
¢bunancupoBaia BoiiHy. Bce BugHbIe ceMbU
KOPOJICBCTBA pa0OTaIN B KOMHTETAX 10
cbopy cpencts ans mxuxana. Cembs 6eH
Jlanenos neneruposana Ocamy. [locne
BO3Bparienus u3 Adranucrana Ocama 6eH
Jlagen co3man TEpPOPUCTUYECKYIO TPYIILY
"Anp-Kanga".

sacred duty to every muslim. In an
unfortunate turn of circumstances for
Brezhnev’s leadership team, Ronald Regean,
who was happy to help the Soviets get bogged
down even deeper in the Afghan War, settled
into the White House a month after the Soviet
invasion. And he was not alone: the President
of Pakistan, General Muhammad Zia-ul-Haq
trained Afghans to wage war, China gave
arms to the Mujahideen in order to weaken the
Soviet Union, Saudi Arabia financed the war.
All the notable families of the kingdom
worked in various committees to raise
donations for Jihad. The Bin Laden family
offered Osama. After returning from
Afghanistan Osama Bin Laden founded the
terrorist group “Al-Qaeda”.

Ilena ook

...be3obmaunoe ne6o Hayx Kabynom Obu1o
MCYEPKAHO 3aMsThIMU: B3JIETasl U CAAACh,
camornetsl "Aspodrora" u apranckoi
"Apuanbl" OTCTpEIUBAIM TEIUIOBBIE CHAPSIbI,
yT0OBI 0OMaHyTh "cTuHrepsl". 13 Kabyna s
yJieTen Ha BepTonere. Ero Toxe obcTpernsu.

C npe3unenrom HamxulOynioi, HetaBHUM
HavyaJIbHUKOM a(raHnckoi rocOe30MmacHOCTH, 5
pasroBapuBai B 31anuu LIK naptun
"OreuectB0". S cripocui npe3uJieHTa: He
CUUTAET JIU OH, YTO ATIpEIbCKasi PEeBOIIOIIHS
ObL1a OMMOKOM?

— Wyen u nenu peBOTIOINN,— OTBETHII
Hamxubynna,— Obutn npaBuiibHbeL. Ho
MOIBITKU MOCTPOUTH KOMMYHHCTHYECKOE
o0brmiecTBo ObIcTpee, ueM B COBETCKOM
Coro3ze,— omuokKa. ..

be3 coBeTckoi MOMOIIN OH MPOAEP)KAICS
Henouro. Koraa Tanu6s! Bonn B Kalyn, onu
YKECTOKO PACIPABUIIUCH C OBIBIINM
npe3usieHToM. Hamkubymnny myunimy,
OTpe3alii eMy IOJOBbIE OpraHbl. BriBecunu
Ha IUIOIIAu y’Ke MepTBoe Teno. [Tocne
ATpenbCKON PEBOJIFOIUY U3 BCEX JIUAECPOB

The price of a mistake

The cloudless sky above Kabul was checkered
with smoke from explosives: taking off and
landing “Aeroflot” airplanes and Afghan
“Arianes” fired off thermal shells, in order to
trick the Stingers. From Kabul I flew away in
a helicopter. The helicopter was also fired at.

| spoke with President Nadjibulla, until
recently, Chief of Afghan National Security in
the building of the Central Committee of the
“Fatherland” Party. I questioned the president:
if he didn’t consider the Saur Revolution a
mistake?

“The ideas and goals in the revolution were
correct,” replied Najibullah. “But attempts to
construct a communist society faster than in
the Soviet Union were a mistake...”

Without Soviet assistance he didn’t hold on
for long. When the Taliban arrived in Kabul
they severely punished the former president.
Nadjibullah was tortured, and his sexual
organs were removed. His dead body was
displayed in the city center. After the Saur
Revolution out of all leaders of Afghanistan,
only Babrak Karmal died of natural causes.
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Adranucrana cBoel CMEPTbIO yMep TOJIBKO
onuH babpak Kapmais.

Arnpenbckasi peBOIIOLUS, BBOJI COBETCKHUX
BOWCK, MEXKI0yCOOHasi BOHHa — BCE 3TO
pa3pymmio rocyaapcTBo. Agranucran
MIPEBPATUIICS B TEPPUTOPUIO, KOTOPYIO U
CEroJHs pa3uparoT Ha YacTH IPYMIIbI
HErpaMOTHBIX MOJIOJIBIX JIFOJICH,
BOOPYKEHHBIX "KalalmHUKOBbIMU". OHI
TOBOPSIT, YTO UCHIOJHSIOT BesieHus Kopana.
Ho onu He uynTanm 3Ty CBATYIO KHUTY,
MIOTOMY YTO OHH HETPAMOTHBI. . .

Jleonuo Mneyun

The Saur Revolution, the introduction of
Soviet soldiers, a civil war - all of this
destroyed the state. Afghanistan turned into a
territory which today is torn into pieces by
illiterate young men, armed with
Kalashnikovs. They say they are fulfilling the
commands of the Quran. But they have not
read the Holy Book because they are illiterate.

Leonid Mlechin

Article 2: Kto Hayan BonHy B AdpraHncraHe

KTto Hayan BoiiHy B AQranucrane
Ocobas nanka: JJ0KyMeHTbI

07:09, 25 nexaOps 2019Anapeit Jlunckuid,
3aM. IJIaBHOTO peIakTopa

12 nexabpst 1979 roma kpemiieBCKUe CTapIlbl
MIPUHSUIA CEKPETHBIN T0KyMeHT. OH ObLI
ounmansHo opopmiieH kak «IlocraHoBneHne
LK KITICC» 3a Ne 176/125. Hazpanue Ob110
«3amndppoBaHo» — K MOJT0KEHUIO B «A».
TexcT Toxe BbITTIAAEI Kak MH(pOBKa: KaKkue-
TO «COOOPAXKEHU», KMEPOIIPHUITUS», O YEM
3TO — HOHSTHh HEBO3MOXXHO. Eciu O He
(bamMHITUN yYaCTHUKOB 3ace/laHus,
OTBETCTBEHHBIX 32 BHINIOJHEHHE HEN3BECTHO
yero, He cchUIkd Ha LIK 1 monuTOropo, Takoi
JOKYMEHT BITOJTHE MOT OBITh TPHHST
nomkoMoM JKOKa nnn pailoHHBIM COBETOM
BeTepaHoB. OqHako OaHAIBHBIA COBETCKHI
KaHUEJSAPUT O «HAMEUEHHBIX MEPOIIPUATHUIX)
OTKPBIBAJI 3JIOBEIIYIO IJIaBy COBPEMEHHOU
UCTOpPUU — BBe/IeHUE B A(raHucran
COBETCKHUX BOWCK, yBSI3HYBIIINX TaM MOYTH Ha

Who started the war in Afghanistan
Special file: documents

December 25th, 2019 Andrei Lipskii, editor-
in-chief

December 12th, 1979, the Kremlin elders
received a secret document. It was officially
written as “Communist Party of the Soviet
Union Central Committee Resolution” no.
176/125. The title was “coded” - on the matter
of the situation in “A”. The text also seemed
written in code: such as “considerations”,
“undertakings”, it was impossible to
understand what this was about. If not for the
names of the meeting’s participants who were
responsible for accomplishing God-knows-
what, if not for references to the Central
Committee and Politburo, then this document
could have been passed by the Resident
Committee’s of the Local Housing Authority
or a neighborhood for veteran’s council.
However, the trivial Soviet bureaucratese
about the planned activities opened a sinister
chapter in modern history - the introduction of
Soviet troops in Afghanistan who got bogged
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JECATUIICTUE, KECTOKYIO BOIHY, YHECIITYIO
JKU3HU U 300POBLEC COTCH ThICAY Hmﬂeﬁ,
MEXYHApPOIHYIO KaTacTpody, YCKOPHBIIYIO
pa3Bai Coserckoro Coro3a.

down for almost ten years; a cruel war that
carried off the lives and the health of hundreds
of thousands of people; an international
catastrophe that hastened the collapse of the
Soviet Union.

ITOCTAHOBJIEHME LIK KITICC

[IpencenarensctBoBai ToB. JI. U. BpexHes.

IIpucyrcrBoBanu: Cycnos M. A., I'pumius B.

B., Kupunenko A. I1., [lensmie A. .,
VYerunos [1. ®@., Yepnenko K. V., Augpornos
1O. B., I'pombiko A. A., Tuxonos H. A.,
ITonomapes b. H.

K nmonoxenuio B «A»

1. Ono6puTh COOOpAKEHUS U MEPOIIPUATHS,
n3noxkeHHele TT. AHjponossiM 1O. B.,
YcrunossiM . @., I'pombiko A. A.

Pa3pemnth B X0/1€ OCYIIECTBIECHUS 3TUX
MEPOIPUATHI UM BHOCUTH KOPPEKTUBBI
HEMPUHIUITHAIBHOTO XapaKTepa.

Bompocsr, Tpedyromue pemenus 1K,
CBOEBPEMEHHO BHOCUTH U B [lomuTOropo.

RESOLUTION OF THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION

Chairman L. I. Brezhnev.

Attendants: Suslov M. A., Grishin V. V.,
Kirilenko A. P., Pelshe A. Y., Ustinov D. F.,
Chernenko K. Y., Andropov F. V., Gromyko
A. A., Tihonov N. A., Ponomarev B. N.

On the matter of “A”

1 - Approved considerations and
undertakings, explained by Andropov Y. V.,
Ustinov D. F., Gromyko A.A.

Resolved during the course of the
implementations of these undertakings they
may make adjustments of an incidental
character.

Questions demanding decisions of the Central
Committee, are to be brought to the Politburo
in a timely manner.
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Ocy1ecTBII€HHE BCEX ATUX MEPOTIPUSATHI
BO3JIOKUTH Ha TT. AHzpomnosa 0. B.,
Ycerunona [1. @., 'pombiko A. A.

2. lTopyuuts TT. AHgponosy 1O. B.,
Yerunosy . @., ['pombiko A. A.
nadopmuposats [Tommroropo LK o xone
BBITIOJTHEHUS] HAMEUCHHBIX MEPOTIPUSATHH.

Cexperapp LIK bpexnes JI. 1.

Ne 997-om (111.)

IT1176/125 ot 12/X11

Implementation of all these undertakings were
assigned to comrades: Andropov Y. V.,
Ustinov D. F., Gromyko A. A.

2 - Instruct comrades Andropov Y. V.,
Ustinov D. F., Gromik A. A. to inform the
Politburo Central Committee on the progress
of the completion of planned tasks.

Secretary of the Central Committee Brezhnev,

L.

Ne 997-om (1.)

P 176/125 ot 12/X1I

Kcratu, Hukakum rmocranosinenueM LK stot
JTOKyMEHT He Ob1. Beap 3TOT opran B mepuos
MIPUHSATHSI pEIIeHUs O BolHE B AdraHucraHe
OBLI TOCTATOYHO MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIM — 287
ynaeHoB U 139 xangumatoB B uieHs! K.

Ha camom gene cynp0y cTpaHbl permia
rpyImina 4ieHOB NOJUTOIPO (B COBETCKOE
BpEMS 3TO CJIOBO MHCATIOCH UCKIIOYUTEIBHO C
3arnaBHo OykBsl 1), mpuueM naxe He B
IIOJIHOM COCTABE.

B cyns00HOCHOM CXO/IKE HE IPUHSIIN y4acThe
wieHsl [1b — npembep Kockirus,
Ka3axCTaHCKHUW rmapTuiiHeiil tnaep Kynaes,

By the way, this document wasn’t any kind of
a Central Committee resolution. After all, the
Central Committee in the period when the
decision about the War in Afghanistan was
made was pretty large: 287 members and 139
candidate members of the Central Committee.

In reality, the fate of the nation was decided

by a group of Politburo members (in Soviet

times this word was written exclusively with
capital letter “P”’), moreover, not even all of
the Politburo members.

These Politburo members did not take part in
the fateful meeting - Premier Kosygin, the
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YKpPauHCKHI nepBbIi cekperaps LepOourkumii
U PYKOBOJMTEIIb JICHUHIPAICKON TaPTUMHOU
opranuzanuu PomaHoB.

W3 kaHIuIaTOB B WICHKI MOJUTOIOPO,
TPaJIULMOHHO IPUCYTCTBOBABILIMX Ha
3acelaHusAX ITOr0 OpraHa, B 3TOH BCTpeue
ydactBoBail 1uiib bopuc [lonomapes. ITonain
B 3TY KOMIIAaHHIO 110 1OJDKHOCTH — OH ObLI
cexperapeMm LIK 1 3aB. MeX1yHapOIHBIM
OT/IEJIOM, OTBEYABLINM 3a CBS3H C
KOMMYHHUCTUYECKUMU U pabOYMMHU NMapTUSIMHU
3amnaza ¥ JIEBbIMU MAPTUSIMHU U IBUKECHUSIMHU
CTpaH Tperbero mupa. [lousTHo, uTo
Haponno-nemokparndeckast naptus
Adranucrana, OCyIecTBISBIIAs IOCIE TaK
Ha3bIBaEMOM «caypcKoil (anpenbeKoit)
peBosrorn» 1978 roaa NpbIXkOK «u3
¢deonanusmMa B COLMATIU3MY, IPOXOIUIIA IO
ero Be1oMcTBY. OcTanbHble KaHAU/IaThI B
uiiensl [1Bb, B Tom uncine M. C. 'opGaues u J.
A. lleBapnHanse, npuriamnieHsl He ObLIN.

JlokiiagpiBaga CBOU «COOOpakeHUs» 110
MIOBOAY «MEPOIpUATUI» Tpoula wieHoB [1b
— npenacenarens KI'b Anaponos, MUHUCTD
000pOHBI YCTMHOB U MUHHCTP UHOCTPAHHBIX
nen I'pomeiko. [To3ke cTano u3BECTHO, UTO
TUMHU MEPONPHUATUIMHU Ha TOT MOMEHT OBbLIH
(hopMHpOBaHUE U pa3BEPTHIBAHNE BOCHHOM
IpYNIMPOBKU Ha rpaHulie ¢ ApraHucTaHoM
JUTSL TIOCIIEAYFOIIETO BTOPKEHHUSI, TOATOTOBKA
areHTypBl, CIIEUIIOAPA3ACIICHUN U
CHEIIMEPONPUATUI IS «pabOThD» B CTPAHE U
MOJIICPIKKA IPSAIYIIEH aKIIUU UITH XOTS ObI
HEWTpaNIU3alns €€ HEraTUBHBIX MOCIEACTBUN
Ha MEXIYHApOIHOU apeHe.

[Tocne npunsitus 3toro «Ilocranosnenus LK
KIICC» mu cam LK, Hu Bepxosaslii CoBet
CCCP, nu CoBeT MUHUCTPOB BBEJIEHUE BOUCK
B A¢ranucran He o0CyKJalli U HUKAKUX
peLIeHUH Ha 3TOT CYET HE IPUHUMAIIA —

Kazakhstan party leader Kunaev, the First
Secretary of the Ukrainian Communist Party
Shcherbitskyi, and the Leader of the
Leningrad Party organization, Romanov.

Of the candidate members in the Politburo
who traditionally were present for the
meetings of the Central Committee, just Boris
Ponomarev participated in this meeting. He
landed in this company due to his
responsibilities - he was the Central
Committee Secretary and Head of the
International Division, who was responsible
for ties to communist and labor parties in the
West and leftist parties and movements in
third world countries. It is clear that the
People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan
that had implemented, after the so-called
“Saur (April) Revolution” of 1978, its leap
“from feudalism into socialism” fit into his
portfolio. The rest of the Politburo candidate
members, including Gorbachev and
Shevardnadze were not invited.

Just a trio of Politburo members (KGB
Director Andropov, Defense Minister Ustinov
and Minister of Foreign Affairs Gromyko)
reported their “thoughts” concerning the
“events”. Later it became known that the
undertakings at that moment included: the
formation and deployment of military
detachments on the border with Afghanistan
for the subsequent invasion, preparation of
intelligence agents, special task forces and
special operations for “work” in the country
and support for the upcoming action or at least
neutralizing its negative consequences on the
world stage.

After adopting this “Resolution of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union” neither the Central Committee
itself, nor the Supreme Soviet of the United
Soviet Socialist Republics, nor the Council of
Ministers discussed the introduction of troops
into Afghanistan, nor did they make any
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MIPOCTO MPUHSIIH K CBEJICHUIO U K
0€3yCII0OBHOMY HCIIOJTHEHUI0. Takum
obpazom, Bcero 11 genoBek — 10 useHoB
MOJINTOIOPO M OJIMH KaHAUJAT B TAKOBBIC —
pelnIu cyap0y OrpOMHOM JepKaBbl U
BOBJICKJIH €€ B KPOBOIIPOJIUTHYIO BOWHY.

decisions on that question/point. They took it
under advisement and set out to fulfill it
unconditionally. So it was: all of 11 people -
10 Politburo members and one candidate
member decided the fate of a huge power and
involved it in a bloody war.

Article 3: 28 net BbiBO4Y BOUCK U3 AdpraHucTaHa:
TaKNKckue "adraHubl” o 3abblITON BOMHE

28 neT BBIBOIY BOMCK U3 AdraHucTaHa:
Ta/pKUKCKUE "adraHipl” 0 3a0bITON BOWHE
Anopa CapkopoBa

Pycckas ciy:x0a bu-6u-cu, Jlyman6e

15 dbeBpans 2017

Cuycrs 28 jer Boennasi kamnanuss CCCP
B Adranucrane (1979-1989) npakruuecku
3a0bITA - HO HE €€ YYACTHUKAMMU -
ObiBIIMMM ""adrannamu'’, caMbIM
MOJIOABIM M3 KOTOPBIX ceidvac 3a
NATHAECHT.

3a 10 nert BolHBI yepe3 AQraHuctaH MpouIo
0K0J10 620 ThICSY COBETCKHUX
BOEHHOCITYXAIUX U TPAKIAHCKOTO
MepcoHarna.

JInst MHOTHX KUTENEH COBETCKOTO
Tamxukucrana agranckas BoifHa Hayanach
310710 10 0UIIUATBEHOM 1aThl BBOJA
OrpaHUYEHHOTO KOHTUHT€HTA COBETCKUX
BOMCK B A(raHucTras.

[To odunmanbHBIM JaHHBIM, BBITIOIHATH
MHTEPHALMOHAJIBHBIN 01T B Aranucran
ObLTH MPU3BaHEI OoJiee 15 ThicsSY
TaJDKUKUCTAHIICB. 366 U3 HUX MOTHOJIN.
[ToutH B Ka)X0M MOJIKY, pa3BEAOTIEE
CITY)KUJTU TaJPKUKH, KOTOPBIE BBITIOJTHSIIH
POJIb IEPEBOTUNKOB.

Tamxukckue "adranipl”" CYUTAIOT, YTO
YYaCTHUKHU TOM BOMHBI HE3aCITYyKEHHO

28 Years after the withdrawal of troops from
Afghanistan: Tajik “Afghans” on the
Forgotten War

Anora Carkorova

BBC Russian Service, Dushanbe

15 February 2017

After 28 years, the Soviet military
campaign in Afghanistan (1979-1989) is
practically forgotten - but not by its
participants - former “Afghans”, the
youngest of which are now over fifty.

During the ten years of war, close to 620,000
Soviet soldiers and civilian personnel passed
through Afghanistan.

For many citizens of Soviet Tajikistan, the
Afghan War started long before the official
date of the Soviet contingent’s deployment
into Afghanistan.

According to official data, more that 15,000
Tajiks were conscripted for foreign service.
366 of them died. Tajiks served in almost
every regiment and intelligence department as
translators.

Tajik “Afghans” believe that participants of
the war are undeservedly forgotten, despite
honoring their duty to a country that no longer
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3a0BIThI, XOTS YECTHO BBINOJIHSIA CBOW A0
repes; CTpaHoM, KOTOPOH yKe HeT.

exists.

Onuna MyxuaanHoB, 51 roa

A nomyuni noBectky B 1983 rogy. ['pynma, B
cocTaBe KOTOpoii g okazaiucs B TypkmeHuu,
COCTOsJIa B OCHOBHOM M3 TaJDKUKOB. Kpome
BOCHHOM MOATOTOBKH HAc 00yyaiu
apabckomy mpudry.

Bompocsl, koHeuHO, ObUIH - 3a4€M MBI YYUM
apaOckuii andaBuT, HO HUKTO U3 HAC HE
pelascs crpamuBarbh 00 3ToM 0(pUIEPOB.
Cmy>x0a ponuHe ObLIa TSI BCEX CBSIIICHHBIM
JIOJITOM, TaK HaC BOCIUTHIBAIIH.

A y3nan o6 ornpaBke B Adranucraln oT
PYKOBOJICTBA BOEHHOH 4acTH, HOBOOpaHIIEB
MOTIPOCHIIN CBS3AThCS C POAHBIMU U
pacckazarh UM O MECTE CITy>KOBI.

len TpeTuii roj BOHLI, yxke ObLIU
noru6ire, I03TOMY HaM MO3BOJIIIIN
ronpomarscs ¢ poaurensimu. Ko mue
npuexan otell. [loHUMa 1 51, 9TO 3TO MOKET
ObITh Harel nocneauel Berpeueii? Koneuno,
HeT.

Jlo ciyx0bl B AQranucrane s He
HMHTEPECOBAJICA ITOM Kamnanueu. Bee, 4ro s
3HaJI, OFPaHUYMBAIOCH HOBOCTHBIMU
penopTaxkaMu, KOTOpbIe OUYeHb CHIIBHO
OTJIMYAJIUCH OT PEaIbHOCTH, KOTOPYIO 5
YBHJIEN MO3XKE.

CoBeTckuM conaTaM U3 MyCYJIbMaHCKUX
pecny0amK ObUT0 HenpocTo. A(raHiisl
ocyxnanu Hac. Ho Tagxukam ObLIo eme
CIIO’KHEEe, TOTOMY YTO Hac ¢ adraHiamu
00BEIMHSIT HE TOJIBKO SA3bIK, HO U 0011as B
MIPOIIIOM UCTOPHS U KYJIbTypa. ITO
HECKOJIBKO HaIlpsrajio pyKOBOACTBO, KOTOPOE
HE /10 KOHIIa JOBEPSAJIO CBOMM COJIIaTaM.
Onnax bl B pailoHe apraHo-TaKHuCTaHCKOM
TPaHUIIBI S 3a/IepKal aQraHCKOro BOGHHOTO,
BOEBABIIIETO MPOTUB MPABUTEILCTBEHHBIX
BOICK. Sl ero pazopyskui, IpuBeN B 4acCTh.
Oduriepb! ObLTH OYEHB HEOBOJIBLHBI MHOM.
OHU NBITATNCH BBISICHUTD, TOYEMY S €70 He
yOuJ1, a MPUBEI B YacTbh, Pa30PyKUB.

Odina Muhiddinov, 51 years old

| received orders in 1983. The group | was a
part of was in Turkmenistan, it was mainly
made up of Tajiks. Aside from military
training, we were trained with the Arabic
script.

There were questions, of course - what are we
learning the Arabic script for, but none of us
dared to ask the officers about this. Service to
the motherland was sacred to everyone, that’s
how we were raised.

| found out about being sent into Afghanistan
from the unit’s leadership, the recruits were
asked to contact their families and tell them
about their place of service.

It was the third year of the war, there were
already casualties, so we were allowed to say
goodbye to our parents. My father came to
me. Maybe he understood that it was possibly
our last meeting? Of course, it wasn’t.

Before service in Afghanistan, | was not
interested in this unit. Everything that | knew,
was limited to news reports, which were very
different from the reality which | saw later.

It was not so easy for soldiers from the
Islamic republics. The Afghans condemned
us. But it was even more difficult for the
Tajiks, because they were unified with the
Afghans, not only in language, but in a shared
history and culture. It was a bit stressful for
the leadership, who, to the end, did not fully
trust their soldiers.

One time in the Afghan-Pakistan border
region, | detained an Afghan soldier, who
fought against government forces. | disarmed
him and brought him to the unit. The officers
were very unhappy with me. They were trying
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[TosiBriTOCH HEOBEpHE KO MHE. MHE OBLIO
CIIOHO yOeIUTh BOGHHOE HAaYalIbCTBO B TOM,
4YTO MHE, |18-7IeTHEMY MapHIO, CIIOKHO, TIISIIS
YEJIOBEKY B JIUIIO, BU/IS €T0 IJ1a3a,
paccTpeliTh €ro.

J1o BOMHBI, HA KOTOPYIO 4 MOMaJl, 4aCTO
cMoTpen (pUIbMBI PO BOMHY C (harmcTKoi
I'epmanueil. S v npeanonoXuTh HE MOT
TOTJIa, YTO YBMXKY OOEBBIC JICHCTBUS HAsBY.
Huxkrto He xoTen BoeBath. HaBepHoe, Kak bl
po cebst 3a1aBai cebe BOIpOC, a 3a4eM st
3]1eCh, HO BCIYX HHKTO HUKOT/Ia 3TOTO HE
MPOU3HOCHI. MBI BBINOJHSIIN NpuKa3. Hukto
HE CIpalINBaJl HAIIETO KEIAHUS.

Cuuraro 11 s omrOKoM BBO/I BOMCK B
Adranucran? S nonarato, uto CCCP oyenb
MHOTO cJIeNal uisi apraHCKOTo Hapo/ia.
Benoch akTUBHO CTPOUTENHCTBO IIKO,
OOJIBHMII, TOPOT, MOCTOB. A raHIbI
OTHOCHWJIUCH K HaM HEIJIOXO0, XOTS MOCTOSIHHO
CIpAIIMBAIA O TOM, YTO MBI J€JIa€M B Uy KOU
CTpaHe.

3a yyactue B apraHCKoi BOMHE MHE
MIPUCYAUIIA OPJIEH, KOTOPBIH 51 10 CUX MOp HE
nostyuns. B cnnckax MunoOopons! Poceun s
3Ha4yCh, HO OPJCH /10 MEHS HE JOLIE.

to figure out why I did not kill him, and why |
brought him to the unit disarmed. There was a
distrust of me. It was difficult for the military
leadership to convince me, 18 years old, to
look a person in the face, look into his eyes,
and shoot him.

Before | was in the war, | often watched films
about the war with fascist Germany. | could
not have guessed it then, that | would be
seeing war in reality.

No one wanted to go to war. Probably
everyone questioned themselves, ‘What am [
here for?” But no one ever uttered it outloud.
We followed orders. No one asked what we
wished.

Do | consider it a mistake, the deployment to
Afghanistan? | suppose that the USSR often
did much for the Afghan people. There was
active construction of schools, hospitals,
roads, and bridges. Afghans thought well of
us, although they constantly asked about why
we were in a foreign country.

For service in the Afghan War | was awarded
the Order, which I have yet to receive.

Ackapauau baporos, 55 jger

PannuMm yrpom 1981 roga nam nosk,
pacKkBapTHpOBaHHBIN B y30ekckoM Tepmese,
pa3dyauiu U npukaszanu uatu. Hukro He
3HaJ, KyJia Mbl HanpasisieMcs. O TOM, 4TO MbI
B Adranucrane, pedara MOHSIIN 1O HaAUCIM
Ha ynunax. Ho HUKTO U He mpecTaBIIslI, 4To
3HA4YMJIO HAIlle MECTO CITYKOBI.

UYro Takoe BONHA, 5 TOHSUI MPAKTUYECKHU B
NepBbIe THU Iocie NpuObITUs B AdraHucraH.
I'ymanuTapHBIN KOHBOW, KOTOPBIN 5
COITPOBOKIAI, ITOTAJ MO/ 00CTper,
JUTUBINUHCA TodTH 12 yacoB. DTO OBUIO KAk B
KHMHO, HO TOJIBKO MO-HacTosAuieMy. beuio
oueHb cTpaniHo. Hac obctpenuBanu, Mbl
OTCTPENNBAIUCH. MBI IPOXOINIH Y3KHUM
TOPHBIN yYacTOK, a MO3UIIMH MOJKAaXEI0B

Askarali Barotov, 55 years old

Early in the morning in 1981, our unit was
stationed in Uzbek Termes, they woke me up
and ordered me to go. No one knew where we
were headed to. About being in Afghanistan,
the guys understood this from the street signs.
But no one had any idea what our duty station
meant.

| realized that it was war after the first days,
after arriving in Afghanistan. The
humanitarian convoy | was escorting took fire
for nearly 12 hours. It was like in the movies,
only in real life. It was quite horrid. We were
shelled, we returned fire. We were passing
through a narrow section of a mountain, and
the mujahideen were located in a higher

57



pacnojaraiich MoBbliie. Mbl IJI0X0 3HAIH
MECTHOCTb, HE OBUIH MOJIrOTOBJICHBI K
BEJICHUIO OOEBBIX JICUCTBUI B TOPHBIX
ycnoBusax. Hamm npotuBHuKY ObUTH Y ce0s
JIOMa ¥ OTJIMYHO BJIAJIEIU TEXHUKOB 0Os.
TpyaHo nepenarts c10BaMu KapTUHY,
KOTOPYIO 51 YBH/JIEN, KOT/Ia BCE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH.
[ToBcrony nekanu Tena nmorudIux Coaar,
CTOHaJIM paHeHble. Hamr komanaup He
BBIJICpIKaJl ¥ 3aIlIaKall, Be/lb OOJBITHHCTBO
yOUTBIX B OO0 OBUIM HETaBHUE MPU3BIBHUKH.
ConnaTel He 00CYKIallu ATY BOMHY MEXIy
co00ii, HO BO€BaTh HUKTO HE XOTENI. YMUPAThH
HUKTO HE X0TeJ. DTO ObUI IpHKa3. Mbl
MIPUHUMAJIU 3TO KaK Cyabp0y. Mbl ObLTH
0OpeUeHBI.

Nuorpaa no cimy»06e Mbl BBIXOUIIN B TOPOJI.
Oco0eHHO UHTEPECHO OBLIO MPOTYIUBATHCS
1o araHCKUM phIHKaM. YacTo moxkynaim
(GpPYKTHI, 0COOEHHO T€, YTO BHUJIEIH BIEPBHIE.
Mtuororo ne 6su10 B CCCP. Tamkuku u
y30eKu MOKyIaiu Jenemku. B BoeHHoi
YaCTH BBITMICKAIH XJ1€0, a Mbl CKYYaJIH 110
JIETIeHIKAM.

CaMbIM TsDKEJTBIM MOMEHTOM CTaJl CIIydail ¢
MOUMHU OJIHOIIOTYaHaMu. Bo BpeMs ogHOro u3
MPOE3I0B MBI MOMNaIH moj oocrpen. [[Boe u3
HalllUX COCIY’KUBIIEB, YbO MAILTUHY
B30pBaiu, He cMoriu gorHate bTP. Ha
CJIeIyIOIlee YTPO MBI MOEXAIH UX UCKATh.
Hamm yepes nmapy 4acoB UX M3ypoI0BaHHBIE
Y U3yBEUYEHHbIE Tena. VX )KeCTOKO MbITalH, a
nmoToM youiu. Mbl Bce Tu1aKaiu, Tsas Ha
TE€X, C KEM €lll€ BUepa IIYyTUIIM U MEUTAIIU O
OynymeMm. HUKTO HE CTECHSUICS CBOMX CIIe3.
[Tocne Bo3BpalmieHus: JOMOU 5 €1Ie B TEUECHUE
JIOJITOTO BPEMEHH OOSIICS BBIXOIUTh HOYBIO
Ha ynuiyy. Hudero He Mor ¢ co0oii moienarb.
Toraa MbI ObUTH YBEPEHBI, YTO BBITTOJTHSIEM
CBOU JIOJT.

position. We knew the local area poorly, and
were not prepared to conduct combat
operations in mountainous conditions. Our
enemy was on home turf and had excellent
command of combat tactics.

It is difficult to paint a picture of what | saw
when it was all over with words. Bodies of
dead soldiers lay all over, the wounded
groaned. Our commander was not able to
stand, and cried, after all, most of those killed
in battle were the most recent recruits.

Soldiers didn’t talk about this war among
themselves. No one wanted to go to war, no
one wanted to die. These were orders. We
accepted this as fate. We were doomed.

Sometimes we were sent into the city on
missions. It was especially interesting to walk
through the Afghan markets. We often bought
fruit, especially the ones we saw for the first
time. There were many things we did not have
in the USSR. Tajiks and Uzbeks bought
tortillas. At the unit they baked bread, and we
missed out on the tortillas.

The most difficult moment was a matter with
my fellow soldiers. We came under fire in a
split second. Two of our comrades whose
vehicle was blown apart couldn’t catch up
with the (BTR) armored personnel carrier.
The next morning we went searching for
them. We found them after a couple hours,
their bodies were disfigured and mutilated.
They were brutally tortured, then killed. We
all cried, looking at them, those we were
joking with, and dreaming about the future
yesterday. No one was shy about their tears.

For a long while after returning home I was
still scared of going to the street at night.
Nothing could help me.

Then we were sure about honoring our duty.
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Baau CaepabexoB, 3aMeCcTHTEIb
npejceaaTesisi COBETa BEeTEPaHOB
TamkukucTana

MHuorux u3 "adranieB" yxe HET B JKUBBIX.
YMepau MOJI0IbIMU OT MOCIEICTBUN
KOHTY3HUM, pAHEHUI, CTPECCOB, ICIPECCUI.
Adranckas BoiiHa HaBcer/1a U3MEHHIIA
CyIbOBI BCEX T€X, KTO B HEH y4acTBOBAI.
Mse 6bu10 22 rona. S 3akaH4MBan yueOy B
rocynusepcurere Jlenunrpana, Ha
(bakynpTeTe BOCTOUHBIX SA3bIKOB. CO MHOM
YUUJIUCB €ILE YETBEPO MOMX 3EMIIIKOB U3
TapxukucTana.

Ilepen cambIM BBIIIyCKOM K HaM IIpUEXaJln
npencraButeny rermradba CCCP. Ouu
IIPEUIOKUIH IPOUTH CIIyX0y B
Adranucrane.

TeopeTnueckn Mbl MOTJIM OTKA3aThCsl OT
3TOTO MPEAJIOKEHUS, HO BCE Mbl XOPOIIO
[IOHMMAJIU, YTO B JAJIbHEHUILIEM OTKA3 MOXKET
HETaTUBHO OTPA3UTHCS HA HAIllEW Kapbepe.
Oto 6611 1985 rox. K Tomy Bpemenu
COBETCKHX COJIAAT U3BEIAIN O MECTE
MPOXOXKICHUS CITYKOBI.

Boiina ma ye mects Jiet. Pocno uucno
MOTUOIINX, HAPACTAJIO COLIMATIBHOE
HE0BOJILCTBO U BO3MYILEHHUE JIFOEH.
Kaxplif mpuBe3eHHblN u3 Apranucrana
rpy3-200 BbI3bIBaT OrPOMHBIN OOIIIECTBEHHBIN
pe30HaHC.

Bokpyr nroam xunu B MUpe, yKe ObLT
OIIpEAEIIEHHBIN JOCTAaTOK, a TYT IPUBO3ST
Tena MonoAblx pedsT. Conmar oTIpaBiIsuid Ha
BOIHY B Uy’XKyI0 CTpaHy, ¥ JA€JaJIOCh 3TO
MPUHYIUTEIBHO.

Ha poaune, 0coO€HHO B COBETCKHX a3UaTCKHX
pecrybnukax, rpy3-200 BcTpevyanu u
XOPOHMJIM LIENBIMU celNeHUsIMU. Pocito
HapoJHoe HeoBoNIbCeTBO. B Kpemiie 00 aTom
3HAJIU, U B MTOCJIEHHUE TOJIbI YUCIIO
MpU3bIBHUKOB U3 L{eHTpanbHOi A3un Ha
ciry’k0y B AQraHucran 3aMeTHO
YMEHBIIUIIOCH.

OTKpBITO KPUTUKOBATh COBETCKOE
PYKOBOJCTBO OOSUTUCH, HO U3BECTHBI CIy4aH,

Valii Saerabekov, Deputy Chairman of the
Tajikistan Veterans’ Council

Many of the “Afghans” are already no longer
among the living. They died young from the
effects of concussions, wounds, stress, and
depression. The Afghan War forever changed
the fate of all those who participated in it.

| was 22 years old. | finished my studies at
Leningrad State University, in the Department
of Eastern Languages. Four more of my
fellow countrymen from Tajikistan studied
with me.

Before we were released, representatives from
the General Staff of the USSR came to us.
They offered service in Afghanistan.

Theoretically, we could have rejected this
offer. But we were all well aware that refusal
could negatively affect our careers.

This was in 1985. By that time the Soviet
soldiers knew their duty station.

The war lasted six years. As the death toll
grew, so did social discontent and indignation.
Every cargo plane of Gruz 200 from
Afghanistan caused a huge public reaction.

People lived near peace, there was already a
certain prosperity, and here they brought the
bodies of the young guys. Soldiers were sent
to war in a foreign country, and it was done so
forcibly.

At home, especially in the Soviet Asian
republics, Gruz 200 was met and entire
villages were buried. Popular dissent grew. In
the Kremlin they knew of this, and in recent
years the number of conscripts from Central
Asia for service in Afghanistan noticeably
decreased.
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KOrja yOuBaJM MpeJcTaBUTeNeH
MUHOOOPOHBI, AOCTaBISBIIHX TPy3-200.

S moman B caMyo ropsiuyro TOUKY - B
[Tanxmep. K oMy Bpemenu tam
(akTH4eCKU HEe 0CTaI0Ch MUPHOIO
HaceneHus. OHO ObITO MOTHOCTHIO
9BaKyHpPOBAHO.

Camble MacITaOHBIE ONIEPAIIH COBETCKUX
BOMCK IPOTUB MOAKaX€0B MPOILIN Ha
ceBepe Adranucrana.

BricokoropHbie KUILTaKu ObLTH
3aMHHHUpOBaHbl. OIHO HEOCTOPOIKHOE
JBUKEHHE, IOJIPBIB - JINIIACIILCS HOT, PYK,
yMHpaellb. ¥YX0[sd U3 4acTU Ha 3aJaHusl,
HUKTO HE 3HAJI HABEPHSKA, YTO BEPHETCS.
Bce BoliHBI OeccMBICIEHHBIE, HE HCKITIOUEHUE
u adpranckas Borina CCCP.

Bponae xorenu n06pa, a B UTOre NOTYUHIIH
COTHH, THICSYH YOUTBIX, NCKAICYCHHBIX
MOJIOBIX My>kuuH. He 3ps roBopsT, 4to
OaruMu HaMepEeHUsIMH yCTIIaHa J0pora B ai.
B camom Hauasie BoeHHOW KaMnaHuu 6osee
MIOJIOBUHBI a(hTaHIIeB 0JI00PSITH BBOJ
COBETCKHX BOICK, HO y’K€ B KOHILIE BOWHBI
otHomeHrne kK CCCP cuiabHO M3MEHUIIOCH.
Boiina npopomxkanach, TuOIM 11014, pOCIO
HEJI0BOJIBCTBO.

Pocno He10BONIBCTBO U B ahraHCKOM
MIPaBUTEILCTBEHHOM apMuu. AdraHieB cUIoi
3abupanu B apMuio. BoeBaTh HUKTO HE XOTEI.
Hauanoce maccoBoe ne3epTupCcTBO U3
adranckoii apmun. Jlroau mokuganu
pacIooKEeHNEe CBOMX BOCHHBIX YaCTEeM.
VYberanu 1o TeM caMbIM 3aMUHUPOBaHHbBIM
TPOIaM U MOJPbIBATUCH. DTO ObUIM JE€XKaHEe
(xpecTbsiHe - bu-0u-cu), HaCUIBHO
MIPU3BaHHBIE B APMHUIO.

Boiina B A¢ranucrane 6bu1a 00JbIION
noymTnyeckoi ommokon CCCP. IleuansHo,
YTO UHTEPECHI TOJINTUKOB U IOCYJapCTBa
HEPEAKO CTOAT BBILIE YEIIOBEYECKON KU3ZHH.

They were afraid to openly criticize the Soviet
leadership, but there are cases where
representatives from the Ministry for Defense,
who delivered the Cargo-200, were killed.

| got to the hottest spot in Panjshir. By that
time there were virtually no civilians left. It
was entirely evacuated.

Most of the large-scale operations by Soviet
soldiers against the mujahideen went on in
northern Afghanistan.

High mountain villages were mined. A
careless movement, the detonation - you lose
your legs, your arms, you die. No one knew
for sure they would return when they left the
unit for missions.

All wars are meaningless, the Soviet-Afghan
War is no exception.

They seemed to want to do good, but in the

end, they got hundreds, thousands of young

men wounded and killed. It isn’t for nothing
they say the road to hell is paved with good

intentions.

At the start of the military campaign, more
than half of the Afghans welcomed the
introduction of Soviet troops, yet by the end
of the war, attitudes towards the USSR had
changed greatly.

The war went on, people died, bitterness
grew.

Discontent grew within the Afghan Army.
The Afghans were forced into the army. No
one wanted to fight a war. Mass desertion
from the Afghan Army began. People walked
off their military posts. They ran off on mined
paths, and were blown apart. This was the
Dekhans (peasants, BBC), conscripted by
force into the army.

The War in Afghanistan was the largest
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political failure of the USSR. It is sad that the
interests of politicians and the government
often stand above human life.

Article 4: AdpraHmnctaH cnycta 30 net nocrne
BblBOa COBETCKMX BOWCK: YTO AymMaloT
adpraHubl 0 XXM3HW TOorga n cenyac

Adranucran cuycts 30 jeT nmocJjie BbIBOAA
COBETCKHX BOICK: 4YTO IyMAKT adraHusbl o
JKM3HHU TOrAAa U ceiiuac

Omnbra MBmmna, Onbra IIpocBuposa
bu-6u-cu

14 ¢pespansa 2019

Crarbs Obl1a onyosmkoBaHa B ¢eBpaie 2019
roja, korjaa ucnoianuiaoch 30 JIeT ¢ MOMEHTa
BBIBOJIa BOMCK. 25 nexabps 2019 roma
HCnoaHWIOCh 40 JIeT ¢ Hayaja COBETCKOIO
BTOp)KeHHS B AdraHucras.

3a nocaenaue 40 neT BoiiHA cTana
HEOTHEMJIEMON YaCThIO KU3HU JIJIs1 a(raHIIeB.
JIrom OTKPOBEHHO MPU3HAKOTCS, YTO BCE, O
YeM OHU MEUTAlOT, - IIOKUTh HEMHOTO B
MHUpE, HE BUAETh OPYKHS U MIEPECTaTh
005ThCA 3a cBOUX JeTei. KakoBo 3To - KUTh,
HECMOTPS Ha 0OCTPEINbI, MOJAPHIBBI
CMEPTHHUKOB, Pa3pylICHHYIO0 HHPPACTPYKTYPY
U PacTyIyIo BOJIHY HapKoTpaduka?

Pycckas ciyx6a bu-6u-cu nomnpocuna
xuTener ApranucraHa pacckasarb, Kak UM
YKWJIOCh BO BPEMS COBETCKOW BOEHHOM
orepalu u cefvac, Korjaa B CTpaHe
Haxonsarcst BoenHble CIIA u ctpan HATO.

Afghanistan 30 years after the Soviet Union
withdrawal: what Afghans think about life
then and now

Olga lvshina, Olga Prosvirova
BBC
February 14th, 2019

The article was published in February 2019, on
the 30th anniversary of the moment of withdrawal.
December 25th, 2019 marked 40 years from the
start of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan.

For the last forty years war became a defining
feature of life for the people of Afghanistan.
People frankly admit that everything that they
dreamed of — to live a little bit in the world, to
not see rifles, and to stop being afraid for their
children. What is it? - to live, despite the gunfire,
suicide bombers, destruction of infrastructure, and
a growing wave of narcotics trafficking?

BBC Russia Bureau asked Afghans to tell
how they lived then, in the time of Soviet
military operations, and now when soldiers
from the USA and NATO countries are
located in Afghanistan.

XaoOuOyJsa, ObIBIIMI NPeEnoAaBaTeb,
nencuoHep: "Jloau ceiiyac HACTOPOKEHHO
oTHocsTcs Kk Poccun"

Habibullah, a former teacher, now retired:
“People now speak uneasily of Russia.”
When Soviet soldiers entered Afghanistan, |
was almost 20 years old. When they came |
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Korma coBerckue Bolicka npuObUIN B
Adranucran, mae 6su10 moutu 20 ner. Korga
OHM TIPHUIILIH, I TIOLyMaJI, YTO 3TO HAYAJIO
KaKOT0-TO y»aca B UCTOPUM HAIIeH CTPaHBI.
U nelicTBUTENBHO, HA CAMOM JIeJie TaK U
MOJIyYMJIOCh: Havajaach BOMHA, KOTOpas
MIPOJIOIKAETCS 10 CUX TTOP.

Korna B cTpane ObU1H cOBETCKHE BOICKa,
3/1€Ch CTPOMJIMCH 37]aHUsl - BOT BTOPO
MUKPOpanoH u TpeTui. AdraHckas apMus
ObUIa OYEHb XOPOILIO BOOPYXKEHA U 00yUeHa.
K coBeTckuM BoeHHBIM adraHCKUIl HAPOI
OTHOCHJICSI C CUMITIaTHEH, JOOPOTOH.

Korna BbIxoauau coBeTckue BoMCKa U3
Acranucrana, Becb HapOJa U apMHUs - BCE
HAJEsUINCh, YTO 3TO KOHELl BOIHBI, HA/IEAJIUCh
Ha MUp, AyMaJH, 4YTO BoiHa koH4aeTcs. K
OO0JIBIIIOMY COKAJICHUIO, TIOTYIHIIOCh
Hao00poT. Kak ToIpKO MOKaxeabl MPUIILIN B
ropoaa, ocooenno B Kabyu, pasBepHynach
HoBas BoiiHa. OHHU HaImaJajv Ha JIFOIEH,
rpabunu. Kak xumuuku. beutn 6omnbime
xepTBbl. [lepeq Mmoumu riazamu mroen
yOuBaJIM Ha yJuIax. ITo ObLI yXkac.

DT0 OBLTH CIIOKHEHUIITUE TOMIBI IS
a¢ranckoro Hapoaa. Korna "Tanu6an"
3axXBaTUJI BIIACTh, B AraHuctaHe 3aKpbLIn
BCE )KEHCKHE y4eOHbIe 3aBE/ICHHUS, IO HE
umenu npas. [apunu 6e3paboTuiia, HUIIETA.
Celiuac KU3Hb JIOJ€ HEMHOTO YIy4IlINJach,
XOTS 10 CUX MOp HET pabOThI M €CTh JIFO/IH,
KOTOpBIE CTPAJAIOT OT I'0JI0]1a, HO BCE K€
YPOBEHb JKMU3HU HAMHOTO JIy4llIe, YeM BO
BpemeHa "Tanubana" u Bo BpeMeHa
MOJI’KaX€e/10B.

Korna B Adranucran npuiia Koaauius
(MexnyHnaponnas koanuuus, ISAF -
BosriaBisieMbli HATO BoiickoBoi
KOHTHUHTEHT, ICCTBOBABIININ HA TEPPUTOPUU
Adranucrana ¢ 2001 roxa. - bu-ou-cu),
HapoJl HAJesJICs, UTO BOIHA YK€ 3aKOHYEHA.
W BocnipuHuUMAaNu nNpuxoja aMepuKaHIEB
OUY€Hb TEIUIO, KU3Hb JtoAeH ynyummiacsk. Ho
rocJie Hayasa BbIBO/Ia aMEPUKAHCKUX

thought that this was the start of some sort of
nightmare in the history of our country. And
indeed, that is really what happened: the war
started, and it still goes on.

When there were Soviet soldiers in the
country, buildings were constructed for
example, take the second and third
subdivisions. The Afghan Army was very
well armed and trained. The Afghan people
regarded the Soviet soldiers with sympathy
and kindness.

When the Soviet Army withdrew from
Afghanistan, everyone and the army - hoped
that this would be the end of the war, hoped
for peace and thought that the war was over.
To their great misfortune, it turned out to be
the opposite. As soon as the mujahideen went
into the cities, especially in Kabul, it turned
into a new war. They attacked people, looted.
Like predators. There were large losses of life.
People were Killed on the streets before my
eyes. It was horrible.

These were extremely complicated years for
the Afghan people. When the Taliban
captured power, they shut down all women’s
educational institutions in Afghanistan, people
did not have rights. Unemployment and
poverty reigned. Now the lives of the people
have somewhat improved, although there is
still no work and there are people who suffer
from hunger, but nevertheless, the level of life
is a bit better than in the time of the “Taliban”
or in the time of the mujahideen.

When the coalition entered Afghanistan
(International Security Assistance Force,
ISAF - chaired by the NATO military
contingent, who has acted in the territory of
Afghanistan since 2001 - BBC), people hoped
that war was already over. And they perceived
the American deployment very warmly, and
people’s lives improved. But after the start of
the American military withdrawal, more
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BOCHHBIX MOSBUIUCH OOJIBIINE TPYIHOCTH:
0e3paboTHIila, ypOBEHbD KU3HU CHOBA YA
Ho Bce paBHO He Tak MJI0X0, KaK MpU
Tanubax.

JIuo Kabyna BooO111e H3MEHMIOCH,
CTPOWIHCH 3/1aHus1, GaOpUKH, 3aBOBI, JIFOIN
nonwn Ha padoty. Koraa ects Mup, pabota
TOE €CTh, KOT/Ia MUPa HET, padoTa TOXKe
OCTaHaBJIMBACTCS.

YectHo roBopsi, ceituac Hapo AdraHucrana
OUYEHb MEPEHKUBAET, YTO AMEPUKAHIIBI YXOSAT.
[IepexuBaroT, 4TO OIATH HAYHETCS BOMHA.

Camplii JTydmnii BEIXOJ] ceidac - 4ToOBI BCe
CTOPOHBI PEKPATUIIU OTOHb, @ MOCIIE MPOLUIH
BEIOOPEI. U emie Hy»)HO 3a0path y Jitoiei
opyxue. Celfyac MOYTH B KaKJIOM JOME B
Adranucrane 0HO €CTh - TUCTOJIET HITU
"KanamnukoB". [Tponarot ero, KOHEYHO,
HEJIETaJIbHO, HO ATOT PHIHOK HUKTO HE
KOHTpOJIUPYET. TOPryroT B OCHOBHOM
ObIBITME MOKaxenbl. M 01U MoKynarT y
HUX, YTOOBI 3aIUIIATECSA. Y POBEHb
MIPECTYMMHOCTUA OYE€Hb BBICOKHIA.

Jlroau mo ynaumam XoJasaT cBOOOAHO, HO
00sTCSl, KOHEUHO, BeJIb PECTYIMHUKH MOTYT,
HarpuMep, yOuTh 4eJioBeKa HOUbIO, YTOOBI
MaIINHY €r0 YKpacTh. ['pabex moBcioy, K
coxkanenuto. HapkobusHnec Toxe ects. 1
TOProBIIs OOenpunacamu.

JIronu B Adranucrane ceiiuac He JOBEPSIOT
Poccun, oTHOCATCS HACTOPOKEHHO, AYMAIOT,
yt0o Poccust HauMHaeT BMEUINBAThCS B Jieja
Adranucrana.

challenges appeared: unemployment, quality
of life fell again. But all the same it was not as
bad as under the Taliban.

The face of Kabul generally changed,
buildings were constructed, factories, mills,
and people went to work. When there is
peace, there is also work, when peace stops,
work also stops.

Frankly speaking, right now the people of
Afghanistan want the Americans to leave.
They want war to end again.

Withdrawal is the most important thing right
now - so all sides can stop firing, and
afterwards elections can go on. Now in almost
every home in Afghanistan there is a pistol or
Kalashnikov. The illegal market, of course,
can't be controlled by anyone. They are
mainly traded by the mujahideen. And people
buy them to defend themselves. Crime rates
are very high.

People walk freely on the street, but fear, of
course criminals might Kill a person at night in
order to steal his car. There is robbery
everywhere unfortunately. There is also the
drug trade. And arms trafficking.

People in Afghanistan do not trust Russia
right now, it’s spoken of warily, people that
Russia begins to interfere in Afghan matters.

Tanxsap Kakap, npaBo3amuranuna:
"CoBeTCcKHE BOMCKA OCTABHJIM MOCJIE ce0s1
NoKaJieYeHHbIe CyAbObI M qymn'"

Kornpa CCCP Broprest B Adranucras,
paboTarna yuyuTenbHUIIeH B mKkoje. Eme 1o
BTOP>KEHUS, KOT/Ia K BJIACTH MPHILUIN
MECTHBIE KOMMYHUCTBI, MEHS 3aCTaBIISUTH
BCTYIIUTh B KOMMYHUCTHUYECKYIO MAPTHUIO, HO
s pa3 3a pa3oM OTKa3bIBAIACH.

Tajvar Kakar, a human rights activist: “Soviet
soldiers left behind themselves crippled fates
and souls.”

When the USSR invaded Afghanistan |
worked as a schoolteacher. Before the
invasion, when local communists took power,
| was pressured into joining the communist
party, but I refused time and again.
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B 1980-M roay MeHs apecToBaiu SKOOBI 3a
MOCOOHMYECTBO MOJKaxeaaM. B Tioppme
MEHS$ TIBITAIH JIEKTPOIIOKOM, OUIIM HOTaMH U
najgkamMu. MHOTHE MO COKaMEPHHUIIBI
noru6iu. Sl HUKoraa He 3a0y1y 3TOH
KECTOKOCTH.

S BBIILIA U3 TIOPBMBI YEPE3 TOJ] C OTPOMHBIM
KemaHueM 00pOThCs ¢ OKKymnaruen. Yto
OCTAaBJISUIN 1OCJE ce0s MPAaBUTEIbCTBEHHBIE
CUJIBI U COBETCKHE BoMcka? O4eHb MHOTO
MUH, TIOKaJICYCHHBIC CyAbObI U TYIIIH,
CWJIbHEHUIIINE pa3pyIleHUs B IEPEBHIX 3a
npenenamu Kalyna. Teicsun mronei
MOCTPaAau OT BTOPKEHUS, U OCOOCHHO
CWJIBHO CTpajaiu keHIuHbL. B 1984 rony
MO MyX, S U CEMEpO HaIlIUX JIeTeil
BBIHYKICHBI ObUTH OekaTh u3 AdraHucrana B
[Takucran. Moemy MiajimieMy CbiHY ObLIO
TOI'Z1a BCETO BOCEMb JHEM.

[Tocne yxosia COBETCKHX BOICK 5 ObLIa
cyacTiIMBa. XOTEJIOCh IOCKOPEE BEPHYTHCS
nomoit. Ho Momxaxepl oka3aanuch OYCHb
ATOUCTUYHBIMU. 1 ©MEHHO mpu MO pKaxenax
XKeHIIMHaM B AdraHucTtane IpuxoIuioch
Xy’K€ BCETO.

S BepHynack B Adranucran B 2000 roxy.
Bckope Ha Hairy 3eMITI0 IpHIILIA
aMepHKaHCKue BOWcKa. B xoe neperoBopos ¢
BBICOKOTIOCTABJICHHBIMHU JIUJIEPAMHU
"Tanubana" MHE yanock yOeIuTh UX B
HEOOXOAMMOCTH OTKPHITH IKOJy. Tam s u
pabotana 10 TexX mop, MokKa Koy Mo
omnoOKe He pa300MOUIIN aMEPUKAHIIBI.

Boiina - sTo Bcerna crpananue. Ho mue
KaKETCsl OYeHb BAXKHBIM, UTO aMEPUKAHIIBI
MOCTOSIHHO BEIYT TUAJIOT U C TaTMOaMH, U C
MECTHBIMU BIIACTSAMHU. Takke O4eHb BAXKHO,
YTO B OTJIMYME OT BPEMEH COBETCKOMU
OKKYTIAIINH, Y HAC Ceuac eCTh He3aBUCHUMBIE
CMMU, ectb cBOOOIA CIIOBA. DTO BayKHBII II1ar
Ha IIyTH K MUPY U HOPMAJIBHOW KU3HHU. MBI
BEepHUM B 00Ta, MBI JJOJKHBI OBITH €IUHEI, a
MPaBUTEIHCTBO JOKHO UCTIPABUTH OITUOKU U
Oapaak. Bepro, 4TO HBIHEITHUE BIACTH CMOTYT
yAepKaTh CTpaHy IoJl KOHTpoJsieM. Jlronu

In 1980 I was arrested for allegations of
complicity with the mujahideen. In jail | was
tortured with electric shock, my legs were
beaten with sticks. Many of my cellmates
were lost. I will never forget this cruelty.

| left prison after a year with a great desire to
fight against occupation. What’s left after the
government forces and Soviet troops? There
are many mines, crippling the fate of the
souls, with the worst destruction in the world
on the outer limits of Kabul. One thousand
people were casualties of the invasion, and
women suffered especially badly. In 1984 my
husband, our seven children and | were forced
to flee from Afghanistan into Pakistan. My
youngest son was then only eight days old.

After the Soviet fighters left | was happy. |
wanted to return home quickly. But the
mujahideen turned out to be egoists. And
precisely under the mujahideen, everything
was worse for women in Afghanistan.

I returned to Afghanistan in the year 2000. Soon
American fighters came to our land.
Conversations with Taliban leaders managed to
convince me it was necessary to open the school.
There | worked for a while, until it was mistakenly
bombed by Americans. War - it is always
suffering. But it seems very important to me that
Americans constantly lead the dialogue with the
Taliban and the local authorities. Also, it is very
important that in a time different from that of the
Soviet occupation, we now have independent mass
media and freedom of speech. This was an
important part of our path to peace and normal

life. We believe in God, we need to be single, and
the government must deal with mistakes and
brothels. I believe that present power holders can
maintain the country under control. The Afghan
people must think and decide their futures.
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Adranucrana J0DKHBI CAMHU TyMaTh U
pemiats cBoe Oymyiiee.

Moxammen Taxup ApraJj, opuuep
nouuuy B orcTaBke: ""Ha npomanue s
NMOJAPHJI IIBETOK COBETCKOMY coJiaarty"
YeTKo MOMHIO JIeHb, KOT/J]a COBETCKHE BOWCKA
BTOPIJIMCH B Hauly cTpany. KoneuHo, st 6611 B
1oke U yxace. Ho nos:xe, korzaa Hadasucs
BBIBO/JI BOICK, 5 CTaJI OIJISIbIBATHCS HA3ad U
0CO3HaBaTh, 4TO npousounwio, yto CCCP
ocTaBisieT mocye cedst. Y Adranucrana
MOSIBWJIACH MOJTHOCTBIO pa00OTOCTIOCOOHAs
npodeccuoHabHas apMus. Y Hac ObLI
COBCEM JPYIrod ypOBEHb aMyHMIIUH -
BKJIroyast aBromatsl Kanamankosa u "Ckagpr"
(coBeTckHEe OJIHOCTYIIEHYAThIE
Oaymuctuyeckue pakersl P-17 - npum. bu-ou-
cu). Mbl IOHSUTH, YTO Yy HAILIUX BOGHHBIX
HAKOHEI-TO XBAaTaeT BOOPYKCHUS U
MaTPOHOB. DTO ObUIA TPEHUPOBAHHAS ApMHUS,
CTIOCOOHAs 3alUIATh CTPaHy, - TPEThS 1O
CHJIE BO BCEM PETrHOHE.

Korna coBeTckre BOGHHBIC YXOIMIIN U3
Adranucrana, Ha ynunax OblUTH
neMoHcTpanuu. J{a, MHE He HPaBUIIOCH, YTO
CoBeTbl BTOPIIINCH B MOIO cTpaHy. Ho,
OLIEHUB, YTO OHU YCIEIU CIENATh JUIS
Adranucrana, s 1axe MoJapuil IIBETOK
COBETCKOMY COJIJIaTy Ha MpOIIaHHe.

B A¢ranucrane CCCP notpaTtui Kyuy J€HeT.
Bcest uHdpacTpykTypa, KOTOpas y Hac ecTh
ceifuac, octanachk OT HUX - 3/IaHHsI, JaMOBI U
T.4. s cpaBHenus - y CIIA Obu1 TOJIBKO
OJIUH CeJIbCKOX03AHCTBEHHBIN MTPOEKT B
npoBUHIMHK [ HIBMEH.

Ho He Bce Tak mpocTo U 0JJHO3HAYHO.
OrpomHast npoGiema 6s11a B ToM, Kak CCCP
BBIBOJIMJI CBOU Bo¥icka. OHM IIPOCTO YIIIH U
Bce - 03 yCIIOBUH U NEPEroBOPOB.
Adranckue BIacTH ObLIIM HE TOTOBBI K ATOMY!
B urore onmnozunus 6p1cTpo Habpaia CUIbI,
aTaKoBaja MPOCOBETCKOE MPABUTEIHCTBO
Cpa3y M0 HECKOJIbKUM (POHTAM U CMsJia €ro.
CoBeTbl OCTaBUIIM 1TOCIIE ce0st
UHPPACTPYKTYPY, HO HE OCTABWIIN CHIILHOU

Mohammed Tajir Yarhal, a retired police
officer: “I bid Soviet soldiers farewell with
flowers.”

| clearly remember the day when Soviet
soldiers invaded our country. Of course | was
in shock and terror. But later, at the start of
the troops entering, | started to look around,
backwards and become aware of what the
USSR left in its wake. It appeared
Afghanistan had a completely efficient,
professional army. We had totally different
levels of ammunition - including
Kalashnikovs and Skadiis (Soviet single stage
ballistic missiles R-17 - BBC) We understood
that our military in the end had sufficient
weapons and ammunition. It was a trained
army, free to defend the country, - the third
strongest in the entire region.

When Soviet soldiers left Afghanistan there
were protests on the streets. Yes, I Didn’t like
that the servient invaded my country. But, by
evaluating what they succeeded in doing for
Afghanistan, | even gave Soviet soldiers
flowers as a farewell.

The USSR in Afghanistan spent heaps of
money. All the infrastructure which we have
now was left over by them - buildings, dams
and so on. For comparison, the USA had only
one agricultural project in Helmand province.

But not everything is so simple and
unambiguous. The main problem was the
USSR sending it’s soldiers. They simply left
and everything - without conditions and
negotiations. The Afghans in power were not
ready for this! As a result the opposition
quickly gained power, attacked the pro-Soviet
government immediately for several reasons
on the front and crushed it. The Soviet left
infrastructure behind, but did not leave a
strong transition, and did not leave some kind
of center in place.
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CMEHBI, HE OCTaBUJIU KaKOTO-TO €IUHOTO spa
W3 MCCTHBIX.

AMEpUKaHIIBI MBITAIOTCS H30€XKaTh 3TON
omnOku. OHH BBIBOJAT BOMCKA TOJILKO C
psanoMm yciouid. HATO ceiiuac Beger
MIEPETOBOPBI U paboTaeT ¢ araHiiaMu - OHU
MBITAIOTCS CIIEpBA FapaHTHUPOBATH
CTaOUIIBHOCTH U MHP, @ TOJIBKO ITOTOM
OKOHYATEJIbHO yiTH. Takas cTparerus gact
HaJIeXKITy HA MUD.

Americans tried to flee from this mistake.
They left troops only in close conditions. This
strategy gave us hope for peace. NATO is
conducting negotiations and working with
Afghans right now - they are trying to
guarantee peace and stability first, and only
leave afterwards.Such a strategy gives hope to
the world.

Baau Oaax baasiyH, ObIBIIMIT BOCHHBI:
"Hapgeroch, JJI0AH BCIOMHAT, YTO 00T J1aJI
UM KH3Hb He /ISl TOT0, YTO0bI YOUBaThH'"
Celiuac, orisAbIBasiCh Ha3al, st MOTY CKa3athb,
YTO BBOJ BOMCK OBLI IIEPBOI OOJIBIION
OIIMOKOM COBETCKOTO PYKOBOJICTBA, & BHIBOJI
KOHTHHT€HTA CTaJl BTOPOM OMUOKOM, KoTopas
o0epHyach Tpareauei s ahranckoro
Hapoja. DTO pelieHre NPUBEI0 K CO3TaHHI0
YCJIOBHH, KOTOPBIE MO3BOJIUIIN aMEPUKaHIIaM
BTOPTHYThCS B A(praHucras.

ITo cytu Coerckuii Coro3 He cliepkaj cBoe
CIIOBO, a BeJlb 00EIIal MOMOIIb ahraHCKOMY
pPyKOBOACTBY. BoeHHBIE BCeria Npy3bsi, MOKa
OHHU BOIOIOT, TIOITOMY $ ceifuac moaoupao
cJIoBa, 4TOOBI cKa3zaTh rmomsrde. Ho onu
yOexanu. Torna adpranckas apmus 6b1a
crmocoOHa 0TOMBATh aTaKH, HO COBETCKOE
PYKOBOJCTBO BOOOIIE MPEKPATHIIO OKa3bIBATh
MTOMOIIIb.

Boiina uzaer 10 cux nop: adraieB yOuBaror,
cTpana paspyuraercs. CoBeTckoe
PYKOBOJICTBO BBIAECPKAIIO IEBSTH JIET,
amepukanibl ¢ HATOBckoii momonisio - 18,
HO ceifyac OHU TOXe XOTAT yoexaTs. U omsTh
araHCKHI HapOJ MEPEKUBACT, YTO HAYHETCS
TaKoe ke Oe3BIaCThe, KaK MPHU BHIBOJIE
COBETCKHX BOWCK.

[IpocTeie adraHIlBl YaCTO CPABHUBAIOT
aMEPUKAHIICB C COBETCKUMHU BOCHHBIMH H
YAUBIISIOTCS STOM3MY NepBbIX. ['0BOpAT, UTO
COBETCKHE COJIIATHI IO CBOEH KYJIbTYpE U
CBOHIM TpaJULIUAM ObLTH OJrke K HaM. XOTs
WX Ha3bIBAJIM arpeccopaMmu, HO BCE KE MBI C

Vali Ola Badlun, a former soldier: “I hope
people remember God did not give them
life, not for them to Kkill.

Now, looking back, | can say that the
deployment of troops was the first large
mistake of the Soviet leadership, and
withdrawing the contingent was the second
mistake, which turned into a tragedy for the
Afghan people. This decision led to the
creation of conditions that allowed the
Americans to invade Afghanistan.

In fact, the Soviet Union didn’t keep its word
but promised to help the Afghan Government.
The military is always friendly while at war,
so now I’'m choosing the words | say softly.
But they left. Then the Afghan Army was free
to fight off attacks, but Soviet leaders stopped
offering any help at all.

The war goes on still: Afghans are killed, the
country falls apart. Soviet control endured for
nine years, Americans with NATO support -
18 years, but now they also want to run off.
Once again, the Afghan people are worried
that the same anarchy will begin, like with the
Soviet withdrawal.

Afghans often compare Americans with the
Soviet soldiers and first of all were surprised
by the egoism. They say that Soviet soldiers
in their culture and their traditions were close
to ours. Although they were called aggressors,
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HUMU TIOHUMAJH JIPYT JIpyra.

B Coserckom Coro3e s 0JJHaxK/1bl BCTPETUI
Manopa, KOTOPBIH IOTEPsI HOT'Y Ha BOWHE.
OH MHe cka3zain: "Y MeHs €CThb MeuTa MOINacTh
B Adranucran". S nomytui, roBopio: "Yero,
TeOe BTopast Hora MemaeT?" A OH paccMesIcs
u otBeTHII: "Thl MEHS HE TTOHSI. Y MEHS
MedTa rpuexaTth B AQraHucTal Kak TypHCT.
He ¢ aBTomaramu u He ¢ TaHKaMH. XO4YETCs
ellle B HU3HU NOOBIBATh B MUPHOM
Adranucrane, mOTOMY 4TO apraHCKUIl HapoA
OYEHb T'OCTCIIPUUMHBIN".

C aMmepuKaHIIaMU TaKOT'O HET - OHU
HeoOLIUTeNbHbIEe, OUeHb 00sATCS. B Kaxaom
adranie BuaAT Bpara. OHH MPOCTO CTOST B
BOCHHOU (hopMe C OpY>KUEM B pyKax U HE
obmrarorcs. Ho BooO1ie BoitHa ecth BoitHa. U
COBETCKHE, U aMEPUKAHCKUE, U TaTHOBbI, U
MOJKaXeIbl - KaKJIbIi BOMH CTPEJIsET U
yOuBaer.

40-neTHss BOWHA pa3pyIinia BCIO HAITY
CTpaHy - OHa He JaeT adraHiiaMm BpeMeHH!
JaKe HUYEro CTPOUTH, IOTOMY UYTO OHU
BBIHYK/IEHbl BOEBATh, COIIPOTUBIIATHCS,
00OPOHSTHCS U TIOMYTHO pa3pyIiaTh CBOIO
CTpaHy. 3aKOHBI HE BBIIIOJIHSIOTCSA, IOUYTH BCE
BOOPYEHBI, HAPKOOU3HEC MPOIBETAET - I3TO
BCE pe3yJIbTaT BOWHBI.

OT amepHKaHIIeB BCe-TaKU LU IE€HbIU -
TTOCTPOMIIU TIKOJIBI, OOTBHUIIBI, HO C OJTHOM
CTOPOHBI YTO-TO CTPOUTCS, & C APYTOM - TYT
xe pazpymaercsi. COBETHI TOXKE TOMOTATH
adraHcKkoMy MPaBUTEILCTBY, HO CJIOKHO
CpPaBHUBATH TOT/IAIIHEE COCTOSTHUE COBETCKOM
SKOHOMMKHM C HBIHEIIIHUM COCTOSHHEM
aMmepukaHckoi. Yto moriu, CoBeThI clienanu,
HO TOTJIa pa3pyIIeHUs ObLIIN HE TaKHe
3HAYUTENIbHBIC, KaK ceJac.

AcraHIisl KUBYT OU4€HB TSHKENO, OHH TyMarOT
TOJIBKO 00 OJTHOM - KaK OCTaThCs B JKUBBIX
camuM u yoepedb cBoux aeteil. Hukro maxe
HE 3aTyMBIBAETCSl O TOM, KaK OOy4HTh
MaJbIIIcH, KaK UX BBIJICUHUTD - TOJLKO O TOM,
9TOOBI BEDKWIN. CEeroIHs 1eTH yXOIAT

all of us understood one another.

In the Soviet Union, | once met a mayor that
lost a leg in the war. He told me: “I have a
dream to reach Afghanistan.” I said jokingly:
“What does your second leg dream of?”” And
he laughed and responded: “You do not
understand me. | have a dream of going to
Afghanistan as a tourist. Not with automatic
weapons and not with tanks. In my life 1 still
want to exist in the Afghan world, because the
Afghan people are quite hospitable.”

With Americans it is not so - they are
unsociable, very scared. In every Afghan they
see an enemy. They simply sit in fatigues with
rifles in hand, in silence. But in general, war is
war. And Soviets, Americans and the Taliban,
and the Mujahideen - in every war are shot
and killed.

The forty year old war destroyed all of our
country - it didn’t give Afghans time even to
rebuild, because of that they were forced to
fight, resist, defend and destroy our country
along the way. Laws did not endure, almost
everyone is armed, drug trafficking prospers -
all this as a result of the wars.

From the Americans, after all there was
money - building schools, hospitals, but one
side lined up but the other side immediately
fell apart. The Soviets also helped the Afghan
government, but it was difficult to compare
the condition of the Soviet economy then with
the present state of the American economy.
What Soviets were able to do, they did, but
then destruction was not as significant as now.

Afghans live very hardily, they have only one
thought - how to keep themselves alive and
protect their children. No one even thinks of
how to teach kids, how they are cured - only
of how they survived. Today children leave to
study and parents never know if they will
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YUUTBCSI, @ POJUTEIN HUKOTJa HE 3HAIOT,
BEPHYTCS JIM OHU JOMOM.

Ectb Hazex1a Ha MOJI0/10€ IOKOJIEHUE
ajraHies, HA TO, YTO OHU BCIIOMHST, JJIs
gero 60r Jajl UM XKHU3Hb, - HE JJI TOT0, YTOObI
yOuBaTh, @ 9TOOBI KHUTH O-YETTOBEYECCKH.

return home.

There is hope for the young generation of
Afghans, that they remember God gave them
life, not for them to kill, but to live humanely.

Moxcen Baxuja, ou3necmen: ""Boiina - 310
Bceraa mioxo. Ho Bo BpemeHa coBeTckoi
OKKYNAIUM Yy HAC ObLIA MOYTH
HOpMAaJIbHasl ’KU3Hb"

Koraa x Ham IpHIIUTH COBETCKHE BOWCKA, T OBLIT
IIKOJILHUKOM. YeTKO IIOMHIO TOT JiIeHL. brlia
3uMa, OBLTIO MHOTO CHETa BOKPYT JoMa. Sl BIIIen
Y YBHJIEN PSIOM C JOMOM COBETCKHUI TaHK, HA HEM
CHJIEJIY COJIJATHI U TIOI03PUTEILHO CMOTPEH Ha
BceX. DTO OBLI MO MEPBHI OIBIT BCTPEUH C
WHOCTPAHIIAMHA U C Yy)KUMH BOEHHBIMHU. bb10
CTpAILHO.

ABTOP ©OTO,

SHEPARD SHERBELL/CORBIS VIA GETTY
IMAGES

[IpaBna, ¢ 3TUMH K€ CONIaTaMu CBSI3aHbI U
JIPyTHE MOH BOCIIOMUHaHUA. Mol oTer ObLT
3ajiep>kaH 1 OpollieH B TIopbMy 1pH [ Xaduzyiie]
Awmmune. Korma npumuin CoBeThI, IBEpH TIOPEM,
i€ COAEPKAINCH MTOJTUTUIECKHE 3aKITIOUCHHBIE,
OTKPBUINCH. BBUIO PalocTHO BUIETD, KaK JIIOIH
BBIXOJST Ha cBOOOy. MHOTHE 6iarogapuim
CCCP.

[IpaBaa, Moero oTua 3aMy4MiIH B 3aCTEHKaX
TIOPHMEI panbiie. Ho OblI0 paocTHO 33 APYTHX.
[Totom Obuta BoiiHa. BoiiHa - 3TO Beera mioxo.
Ho B0 BpemeHa coBETCKOM OKKyNauu y Hac Obuia
MIOYTH HOpMaJbHasl )KU3Hb. bu3Hec pa3BuBaucs B
Pa3HBIX YaCTAX CTPaHbL. S Ha4aJ TOProBaTh U MOT
KOPMHUTb CEMbIO, MOU POJICTBEHHUKH CMOTJIN
noexats B CCCP, momy4uuTs BhICIIEE
oOpa3oBaHne. MBI MOTJIM TIOCTPOUTH HOBBIN JIOM.
Mot mnaammii 6pat HoIy4nsI KBapTUPY B HOBOM
MuKpopaiione B KaOyie - 3TOT paiioH MOoCTpOHIIH
CoBeTsl. MHE KaxeTcs, aMepUKaHIIbI HE
TTOCTPOUITM HaM CTOJIBKO KIITBS.

Toraa s 6611 MOJIO, @ TETIEPH BOJIOCHI MOU CEJIbIE.
Torma Bcs MOst ceMbst ObLJIa CO MHOM. A Temepb,
yCTaB OT BOMHBI, MHOTHE yeXanu. Mou eTH 3a
rpaHuuei - onus B llIBenyn, apyroii Bo

Mosen Vahid, a businessman: “War is
always awful. But in the time of Soviet
occupation we almost had a normal life.”

When the Soviet soldiers came to us | was a
schoolboy. Today it is clearly understood. It
was winter, and there was a lot of snow near
the home. I left and saw next to the building a
Soviet tank, and on it there were sitting Soviet
soldiers and watched everyone suspiciously.
This was my first experience meeting with
foreigners and with alien soldiers. It was
horrible.

It’s true, my other memories were connected
with the same soldiers. My father was
detained and thrown into prison under
[Hafizullah] Amin. The doors to the prison
where political prisoners were held were
opened when the Soviets came. It was a joy to
see how people come out towards freedom.
Many thanks to the USSR.

True, my father was tortured in prison before.
After, there was war. War, this is always bad.
But during the time of Soviet occupation, we
had nearly normal lives. Business developed
in different parts of the country. | started
trading and could feed my family, my family
was able to go to the USSR and get higher
education. We were able to build a new home.
My younger brother bought an apartment in a
new micro-neighborhood in Kabul - this
development was built by the Soviets. It
seems to me that the Americans didn’t build
anything, even housing.

Then | was young, but my hair has greyed.
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®paHUuH.

CoBeTHl BBIIUIM, HE 3aJI0KUB OCHOBBI JIS
Kpenkoro Mupa. 1 Moo cTpaHy cHOBa pacTep3ana
BoMHa. [To3TOMy MO€ IJTaBHOE OIACEHHUE - UTO
OyzeT mocie OKOHYaTeNbHOrO BBIBOAA
aMEpPUKaHCKUX BOMCK. ‘I He 3HaK0 OTBETA.

Then all of my family was with me. And now
tired of war, many left. My children are
abroad: one in Sweden and another in France.

The Soviets left and hadn’t established a
foundation for peace. And my country is torn
apart by war. This is my greatest danger: that
after the final withdrawal of American
soldiers. I don’t know the answer.

BanuxoH, MyHHIUNATBHBIA CIYKALMM:
"CoBeTcKHeE COJIIATHI Pa31aBaJId HAM
KoHGpeThI"

S1 ObLT OYEeHb MaJIEHBKUM, KOI'Ja COBETCKHUE
BoOlcKa npunum B AQraHucTan, HO S TIOMHIO,
YTO OHU OTHOCHJIUCH K HaM I0-700poMy,
KOH(eThI feTsM pasznaBaiu. S torna,
KOHEYHO, HE MOT OINPEJEIUTh, OKKYIaHThI
OHM WJIM HET, HO s BHACH, YTO OHH OCTaBHJIN
rociie ce0si MHOTO€: 11eJIblii MUKPOPalioH,
LEHTPAJIbHYIO KaHAIU3AIMI0, OTOIJICHHUE,
TEXHUKY.

B 90-M roay st sSMurpupoBall U BEpHYJICS B
KaOyin Tonpko B 2007-m. Y MHe noka3anocs,
YTO 4 nomnaji B Apyroe usmepenue. Koraa s
ObLT MasIeHbKUM, o1 B KaOyre Obutn
TPAMOTHBIE: 51 CaM YUUJICS B LIKOJIE, TJ€ MBI C
JIEBUOHKAMHU CHJICIIH 33 OAHOM MapTou, 1
HUKOTO0 3TO He cMyIazno. S npuexan u
YBHJIET TOPO/I, B KOTOPOM JI0 CUX TIOp HET HU
J0poT, HU UHMPACTPYKTYPhl, HU HOPMAIbHBIX
3JaHMI, HA OTOILICHUS, HU J]a)Ke
3JIEKTPUYECTBA - Mbl HATYPaJIbHO MEP3IIH.

U moam yxe 6butn apyrue. Jla, y HUX
MOSIBUJIOCH OOJIbILIE ACHET, HO 51 HE YBUEN HU
KYJbTYpPBI, HU IOPSIIOYHOCTH B HUX. OHU He
JOBEPSIOT APYT APYTY, BCE IOCTPOCHO Ha
JI€Hbrax - KaKas-TO KalluTaJIuCTU4eCKas
KYJbTYypa.

Ectb y adranckoro Hapoja ojiHa uepra -
MaKCHUMaJIN3M, a0COIIOTHOE MTPEyBEINYECHUE
Bcero. Ecin adranisl ryMaHHbI, OHU
TYMaHHBI JI0 NpeJena, €ClI KaUuTAIACTHI, TO
JI0 IIOCIIEAHETO.

Ho Bce ke amepHuKaHIbl TOKEe MHOTO€

Validjon, a municipal employee: “The
Soviet soldiers gave us candy.”

| was very little when Soviet soldiers entered
Afghanistan, but | remember they treated us
with kindness and gave the children candy. |
then of course could not comprehend if they
were invaders or not, but | saw they left in
much of their path: entire neighborhoods,
central sewage, heating, appliances.

In 1990 | emigrated and only returned to
Kabul in 2007. It seemed to me that | fell into
a different measurement. When | was little,
people in Kabul were literate: | studied by
myself in school, where the girls and | sat and
I didn’t hear anything. I arrived and saw the
city, in which there are still no roads, no
infrastructure, no normal buildings, no
heating, not even electricity - naturally, we
were cold.

And people were already different. Yes, they
had money, but I didn’t see any culture or
decency in them. They do not trust each other,
everyone has built wealth in the capitalist
culture.

The people of Afghanistan have a trait -
maximalism, absolute exaggeration of
everything. If the Afghans are humane, they
are humane to a limit, if the capitalists are
humane, they are humane in the end.

But Americans also did a lot. When there
were Soviet soldiers in our country we didn’t
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cnenanu. Korna B ctpane Obun coBeTCKHE
BOCHHBIE, Y HAC HE OBLIO CBOOO/IBI CIIOBA,
MHOT0€ 3aIpeIlaioch TOBOPUTh. JKuiu B
HU30JIAUH, TPOAYKTBI HC TOCTYIIAJIH. B
ropojie He ObLIO JjaXke SIMLI, U Tara rae-To
MOKYTIAN SIMYHBIA opomok. Ceifyac cBo6o1a
CIIOBA €CTh, HO OISITh-TAKH - BO3BE/ICHHAS B
abCoIoT.

have freedom of speech, many were prevented
from speaking. We lived in isolation, supplies
weren’t sent. There weren’t even eggs in the
city, and dad had to buy eggs from someplace.
Now there’s freedom of speech, but again
elevated into absolutes.
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