Portland State University

PDXScholar

Dissertations and Theses Dissertations and Theses
Spring 5-23-2014

Keeping Equity in Mind: Strategies for Continuing
Equity Work Once Formal Training Has Ended

Teri Lynn Tilley
Portland State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds

6‘ Part of the Educational Methods Commons, and the Teacher Education and Professional
Development Commons

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.

Recommended Citation

Tilley, Teri Lynn, "Keeping Equity in Mind: Strategies for Continuing Equity Work Once Formal Training Has
Ended" (2014). Dissertations and Theses. Paper 1852.

https://doi.org/10.15760/etd.1851

This Dissertation is brought to you for free and open access. It has been accepted for inclusion in Dissertations
and Theses by an authorized administrator of PDXScholar. Please contact us if we can make this document more
accessible: pdxscholar@pdx.edu.


https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/etds
https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F1852&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1227?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F1852&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/803?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F1852&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/803?utm_source=pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu%2Fopen_access_etds%2F1852&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://library.pdx.edu/services/pdxscholar-services/pdxscholar-feedback/?ref=https://pdxscholar.library.pdx.edu/open_access_etds/1852
https://doi.org/10.15760/etd.1851
mailto:pdxscholar@pdx.edu

Keeping Equity in Mind: Strategies for Continuing Equity Work

Once Formal Training Has Ended

by

Teri Lynn Tilley

A dissertation submitted in partial fulfillment of the
requirements for the degree of

Doctor of Education
in
Educational Leadership: Administration

Dissertation Committee:
Tom Chenoweth, Chair
Amy Petti
Sally McWilliams
Dannelle Stevens

Portland State University
2014



© 2014 Teri Lynn Tilley



Abstract

Fifty years after Brown v. Board of Education, there remain large gaps in
academic achievement between children of color and White students (Darling-Hammond,
2007). It is estimated that by 2050, the population of the United States will increase by
50%; 90% of which will be accounted for by minorities (Vanneman, Hamilton,
Anderson, & Rahman, 2009). In less than 50 years, our citizenry will be comprised of
“groups that are over represented among low achievers, and under represented among
high achievers” (Ferguson, 2005, p. 4). Nationwide, districts are addressing the issue of
the achievement gap through implementing formal equity professional development
opportunities at their school sites. While formal equity training leaves participants
transformed, they leave with little to no support in how to change their practice in order
to teach more equitably. Therefore, based on Bridges’ and Hallinger’s (1995) problem
based learning approach, the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, was developed, field
tested and revised using Borg and Gall’s (2003) research and development cycle. The
purpose of this qualitative study was to determine the usefulness of the handbook,
Keeping Equity in Mind, in supporting teacher leaders in continued equity work in their
classrooms once formal equity training had ended at their school sites. Participants
implemented the strategies presented in the handbook in order to determine its usefulness
in supporting teacher leaders in continued equity work in their classrooms. The findings
of this study determined Keeping Equity in Mind is a useful tool for teachers attempting
to close the achievement gap in their classrooms and the administrators who support

them.
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Preface

For the past nine years, | have been an educator in Title | schools in both
California and Oregon, and | have had the opportunity to work with students from diverse
cultural and socioeconomic backgrounds. | was fortunate enough to work at Cole
Elementary (San Jose, California) where teachers and administrators actively strive
toward closing the achievement gap between Black and Latino students and their Asian
and White counterparts.

While Cole evolved to become a school dedicated to closing the achievement gap
that was not always the case. In my first year of teaching at Cole, | blamed the
circumstances with which my students were dealing for their lack of engagement or
success at reaching benchmark. I often heard my colleagues (and 1) say things such as,
“His father is in jail, and his mother is a gang member. Of course he isn’t doing well; he
has too much to worry about at home.” Another commonly used statement to legitimize
poor student engagement and achievement was, “Both his parents are working two to
three jobs, and he is taking care of his siblings and himself; no wonder he isn’t doing his
homework and he is falling asleep in class.”

After using these excuses, I realized | was giving myself justification for not
educating children based on extraneous circumstances. Of course it makes an educator’s
job easier if there is someone at home doing homework with a student, but it is not
acceptable to say certain children will not learn because their circumstances are less than
ideal. I could not believe that after one year, | had allowed several students to fall through

the cracks. Imagine how many students had fallen through the cracks due to my
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colleagues who had been justifying the lack of student performance based on familial
circumstances for the majority of their careers. Because of the educational gap between
students of color and their White peers, and Cole’s placement on Program Improvement,
the administration decided it was time to dig deeper into the racial issues perpetuating the
achievement gap at Cole, and this decision made all the difference.

When I first began teaching at Cole, the school was ranked 2 out of 10 against
similar schools on the Annual Performance Index. Teachers began to ask the question,
“What am | doing to ensure all my students are accessing state standards?” The focus
shifted from, “Why aren’t these kids learning what I am teaching them?” to “How can |
deliver the material in a way that is culturally relevant to all of my students,” thereby
increasing engagement and learning? It was at this moment that things at Cole began to
shift.

We came to the conclusion that the reason students were not meeting benchmark
was because the system was not working for them. We realized we had biases that were
keeping us from successfully educating our students of color. We were blaming our
students (and their families) for their lack of success. It was no longer a question of how
we teach this unit of study better, but of how we teach this unit of study so that all
students can access to the information.

In questioning our own belief systems, we began to challenge our assumptions
regarding the educational system and our students’ capabilities, and we began to look at
individual children in order to foster personal relationships, understand their

backgrounds, and plan our curricular objectives to meet their needs. It did not take long
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to realize that the relationship between culture, curriculum, and practice would be the
first step in beginning to close the achievement gap.

Through work with Partners in School Innovation and EdEquity, teachers at Cole
began to have pedagogical and philosophical shifts regarding their instructional practices.
By designing our curriculum to meet the needs of all of our students, and by ensuring we
had equally rigorous standards for our students of color, we began to see immediate shifts
in student achievement. When we began having these conversations in 2003, only 13% of
Cole’s Latino students were reading at grade level. By 2006, 40% of Latino students were
reading at grade level, and Cole ranked 10 out of 10 against similar schools on the
Annual Performance Index. In a few short years, we went from a school in the first stages
of Program Improvement to a California Distinguished School.

My experience at Cole demonstrated that all children can learn if curriculum is
thoughtfully addressed in ways that are culturally relevant and authentic to students’
experiences. Unfortunately, however, | was disheartened to learn that once our
administrator retired, and a new administrator was brought to Cole, Cole once again
found itself underserving its students of color. In only two years under their new
administrator, Cole was, again, scoring much lower than similar schools and not meeting
Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Upon hearing this news, | realized teachers need
support in continuing equity work—they the tool necessary to create an environment
where they are capable of critically analyzing their practice and beliefs to meet student
needs. It is crucial that conversations surrounding race and its link to student achievement

begin to become part of teacher leaders’ regular conversations regarding student success.
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I am hopeful Keeping Equity In Mind: A Tool for Teachers to Use While Planning Their
Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work will be an effective tool educators can use in
order to ensure they continue equity conversations and thoughtful planning for equitable

instruction long after formal equity training has ended.



CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION OF THE RESEARCH
Background

The American education system faces a very daunting challenge: improving
education for all students regardless of race, socioeconomic status, or gender. In a
country that prides itself on the ideology of the American Dream and the ability of
anyone to rise above poverty and marginalization through hard work and dedication in
order to fulfill the dream of prosperity, it is becoming more and more apparent that
achieving the American Dream is easier for some than for others. Often, people look
toward education as the most direct avenue toward obtaining the American Dream
(Ladson-Billings, 2009); however, a closer look at how education has been underserving
children of color suggests the American Dream is obtainable for most members of the
majority group, while it is kept just out of arm’s reach for people of color. If education is
the precursor to prosperity, then closing the achievement gap is imperative to ensuring all
citizens have equal opportunity in pursuing the dream.

An achievement gap is a “content knowledge gap [that] exists between minority
and non-minority children” (Sirota & Bailey, 2009, p. 253). In 2007, the National
Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) reported that gaps between fourth grade
Black and White math students existed in 46 of 50 states (Vanneman et al., 2009).

Similarly, gaps between White and Black reading students existed in 44 states. While



content knowledge gaps between these two races are decreasing, a national gap of 26
points in math and 31 points in reading still exist (Vanneman et al., 2009). If Ladson-
Billings (2009) is correct, in her assertion that education is a critical stepping stone in the
pursuit of the American Dream, it is clear we reserve the dream for White students and
deny it to many students of color.

Identification of Problem

This section, discusses the literature regarding why children of color are not
learning as effectively as their White peers. This discussion begins by briefly reviewing
the trends contributing to lowered achievement for students of color. Also discussed is
how privilege and institutional inequalities undermine the attempts of educators to
educate all children.

Several authors (Darling-Hammond, 2007; Delpit, 2006; Diamond, Randolph, &
Spillane, 2004; Gay, 2000; hooks, 1994; Howard, 2006; Ladson-Billings, 2009;
McKenzie & Scheurich, 2008; McLaren, 2007; Singleton & Linton, 2006; Sirota &
Bailey, 2009; Tatum, 2003) identified teacher perceptions of students of color as one of
the major attributors to America’s achievement gap. Gay (2000) suggested five trends in
teacher expectations deserve some attention. First, teacher beliefs regarding students’
abilities to learn influence the type of instructional opportunities they give students.
Teachers who have low expectations of their students teach with lowered rigor and
commitment.

Second, teacher expectations regarding student achievement are often affected by

factors that have no factual basis (Gay, 2000). For example, McKenzie and Scheurich



(2008) conducted research in an urban elementary school where 80-90% of the barriers
reported by teachers in an effort to explain the achievement gap were external to the
school (e.g., parents do not value education, the family is unable to support the child’s
learning at home, this student simply does not care about school, or this child is unable to
learn because of their behavior). Similarly, Singleton and Linton (2006) claimed
educators often blame the existing achievement gap on students’ families, their culture or
their community, or the students themselves.

A third trend is the assumption students of color cannot learn as well as White
students (Gay, 2000). “As teachers’ expectations for higher achievers increase, so does
student performance, while the performance of low achievers becomes even worse when
teachers have low expectations” (Gay, 2000, pp. 59-60). Another trend in teacher
expectations is teachers tend to have higher expectations of their White students than they
do for their students of color (with the exception of some Asian Americans) (DeCuir &
Dixson, 2004; Delpit, 2006; Howard, 2006).

Finally, teachers who have lowered expectations for underperforming students
often do not feel efficacious about their competencies to teach those students (Gay,
2000). Diamond et al. (2004) studied the implications of teacher expectations of students
of color and found that when “students’ deficits were emphasized, teachers believed that
students’ lack of motivation, families, and limited skills undermined the teachers’ ability
to effectively teach” (p. 93). Because teachers believe certain students cannot learn, they,

in turn, believe they are incapable of teaching them.



Other contributors to the achievement gap are privilege and institutionalized
inequalities that undermine the attempts of educators to teach all children (Adams, 2000;
Adams, Bell, & Griffin, 2007; Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Darling-Hammond, 2007;
Delpit, 2006; Gay, 2000; Herr, 1999; hooks, 1994; Howard, 2006; Katz, 2003; Ladson-
Billings, 2009; McLaren, 2007; Nieto, 2002; Singleton & Linton, 2006; Sirota & Bailey,
2009; Tatum, 2003). Reforms of the past decades have traditionally focused on student
deficits and the need for increased content knowledge and skill in delivering standards-
based instruction to begin to close the achievement gap (Borko, 2004; Darling-Hammond
& McLaughlin, 1995; Falk, 2001; Garet, Porter, Desimone, Birman, & Yoon, 2001;
Guskey, 2002; Hargreaves & Dawe, 1990; McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001; Stokes, 2001);
however, the belief that the educational institutions contributing to student failure deserve
some attention (Howard, 2006; Little, 1993, 2001; McLaren, 2007).

Institutionalized racism includes the practices and institutional policies that
perpetuate inequitable relationships between people of color and Whites (Katz, 2003;
Mclintosh, 1988). Derman-Sparks and Phillips (1997) identified practices in education
that have inequitable outcomes, which include 1Q testing, a lack of understanding about
cultural learning styles, tracking, and Euro-centric curriculum. They argued these
practices maintain the status-quo of institutionalized racism in schools. Furthermore, they
pointed out “teachers who consider themselves nonracist because they do not hold overtly
bigoted beliefs carry out these practices” (p. 11). For these reasons, among others, it is

important to discuss institutionalized racism and its effects on widening the achievement

gap.
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According to Singleton and Linton (2006), “educators cannot truly understand the
challenges faced by students of color—challenges that result in lowered achievement—
until [they] develop a deeper understanding of what it means to be White” (p. 183).
White privilege is a phenomenon that allows White people the opportunity of deciding
when and where to address racial issues. Because of Whiteness, members of the
dominant group are allowed to receive certain benefits associated with Whiteness,
whether they are aware of their privilege or not (Mcintosh, 1988).

White Privilege is “an invisible package of unearned assets which [one] can count
on cashing in every day, but about which [one] was meant to remain oblivious”
(Mclntosh, 1988, p. 2). White privilege has become an elusive subject that comes with an
immense pressure to ignore it, because if one chooses to recognize White privilege, they
must in turn give up the myth of meritocracy and recognize the privilege and
opportunities associated with Whiteness (MclIntosh, 1988).

Significance of Problem

Because our nation has experienced and endured two centuries of slavery, a
century of court-sanctioned segregation by race, and yet another half century of
discrimination and differential access to education based on language, class, race, and
background, it is becoming increasingly clear that our nation has become accustomed to
educational inequalities that lead to lowered student achievement for children of color
(Darling-Hammond, 2007). While we, as a nation, bemoan the inequitable educational
outcomes between Black and Latino students and their White peers, we often “behave as

though we are unaware of—or insensitive to—the equally substantial inequalities in



access to educational opportunity that occur from preschool through elementary and
secondary education, into college and beyond” (p. 318).

Fifty years after Brown v. Board of Education, there remain large gaps in
academic achievement between children of color and White students (Darling-Hammond,
2007). Addressing the achievement gap in American is critical to ensuring our nation’s
prosperity. It is estimated that by 2050, the population of the United States will increase
by 50%; 90% of which will be accounted for by minorities (Vanneman et al., 2009). In
less than 50 years, our workforce will be comprised of “groups that are overrepresented
among low achievers and underrepresented among high achievers” (Ferguson, 2005,

p. 4). The social stability of our nation depends heavily on how dedicated we are to the
pursuit of academic equity for students of color (Ferguson, 2005). Our nation cannot be
successful in meeting the needs of the new economy if our students do not encounter
more rigorous work in school, and many argue schools cannot improve unless the
accomplishments (or the learning gaps) of their students become public knowledge
(Darling-Hammond, 2007).

Furthermore, in order for a democracy to thrive in an atmosphere that requires a
well- educated citizenry, it must create an educational system that can guarantee its
students the right to learn. Many people of color do not receive the education they need in
order to compete in a labor market that increasingly demands higher levels of education
from its citizens. Nearly 70% of jobs in the United States today require specialized skills

and training beyond high school (Darling-Hammond, 2007); if our students of color are



not getting the same educational opportunities in our school systems, how can they
compete in a job market as competitive as the one operating in the United States?

In order to address these inequities, educators must ask themselves: Why are our
Black and Latino students not performing at the same level of proficiency as our White
students? Silence among educators when it comes to discussing knowledge gaps between
students of color only perpetuates the problem (Singleton & Linton, 2006). As educators,
we must begin to ask the tough question: How am | contributing to the widening of the
achievement gap? By beginning to look at oneself introspectively, through inquiry-based
transformative professional development activities, | believe educators can begin to
transform their beliefs in a way that will lead to improved student achievement.

Why Focus Solely on Racial Equity?

As educators striving to achieve equity for all students, it is clear racial equity is
only one piece of the puzzle. I strongly believe, as educators, we need to endeavor to
teach in a manner that is rigorous enough to ensure girls achieve in math and science at
the same level as their male counterparts, we need to fight for the equal representation of
students in our LGBT communities—insuring they see themselves reflected in the
materials we select, and we need to ensure we are reaching our students with special
needs in a way that provides equitable access to a rigorous and authentic educational
experience.

Educators struggle to meet the needs of all of their students every single day.
Thankfully, school districts are starting to recognize teachers cannot win this battle

alone—they need help. Districts across the nation are beginning to provide professional



development opportunities to support their teachers in closing achievement gaps.
Middleton School District, the district where this study takes place, is dedicated to
closing the racial achievement gap for their students of color. For this reason, this study is
focused solely on supporting teachers in continuing equity work in their classrooms in
order to begin to close the racial achievement gap for their students of color. This does
not mean, however, educators can or will forget about other marginalized groups and stop
striving to ensure equitable outcomes for them every single day they enter the classroom.
Research Methodology

For the purposes of addressing the need to support teachers in teaching for racial
equity in their classrooms, | have designed this study grounded in problem based learning
(PBL) (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995). | have done so to “develop more productive linkages
among research, theory, and practice” (p. 114) in order to address a real problem facing
the educational system in America today: educating all students equitably. As a teacher in
Title 1 schools in both California and Oregon, | have seen firsthand how students of color
are not meeting standard as often as their White and Asian classmates. In addition, | have
participated in several professional development opportunities designed to encourage
teachers to teach with equity in mind; however, | have been disheartened to see educators
struggle and become frustrated with equity work once formal equity training has ended,
and thus, abandon the effort.

| decided to design this study using the research and development (R&D) cycle in
order to author and field test the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher

Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work, which



could potentially be one solution to the problem of continuing equity work once formal
training has ended. In order to design a handbook that is useful for educational leaders
dedicated to closing the achievement gap, this study progressed through the first seven
steps of the R&D cycle (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995). Table 1 highlights the 10-step R&D

cycle.

Table 1

Steps in the R&D Cycle

Step Activity

1 Research and Information collecting

Planning Objectives, Learning Activities, and Small-Scale Testing

Develop Preliminary Form of the Product

Preliminary Field Testing

Main Product Revision

Main Field Testing

Operational Product Revision

Operational Field Testing

O [0 | N | O |0 | D]l DN

Final Product Revision

10 Dissemination and Implementation
Source: Bridges and Hallinger (1995, p. 120)

For the purposes of this study, data sources included interviews, surveys, and
observations as well as participant journals. The goal of this study was to determine if
Keeping Equity in Mind is a useful handbook in supporting educators with the
continuation of equity work in their classrooms. Chapter 3 discusses, in detail, the
questions guiding this study, the research methodology employed, the data collection

strategies and the data analysis techniques that were used for this study.



10
Chapter Summary

This section discussed several possible reasons explaining why America’s Black
and Latino students are not achieving at the same level as their White and Asian peers. It
presented five trends in teacher expectations that can be linked to lowered student
achievement for students of color: (a) teachers’ beliefs regarding students’ abilities to
learn influence the type of instructional opportunities they give students; (b) teacher
expectations of student achievement is often based on factors that have no factual basis;
(c) the assumption that students of color cannot learn as well as their White and Asian
counterparts; (d) teachers tend to have higher expectations for their White students than
they do for their students of color; and (e) teachers do not feel efficacious about teaching
children of color, because they have lowered expectations for their academic abilities.
This section also discussed practices such as institutionalized racism and privilege as
contributors to lowered academic achievement for students of color.

Chapter 2 discusses the literature regarding the academic achievement gap for
students of color. In addition, it discusses professional development opportunities
presented educators in the 21 century, and how these opportunities may not be enough
to close the widening educational gap for students of color. Finally the next chapter
discusses possible solutions to professional development opportunities that could lead to
higher achievement for all students.

Definition of Terms
Achievement Gap: a “content knowledge gap [that] exists between minority and

non-minority children” (Sirota & Bailey, 2009, p. 253).
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American Dream: The idea that, in America, everyone can aspire to achieve an
ideal life, including happiness and success, if they are willing to work hard enough.

Colorblind Lens: Educators teaching through a colorblind lens treat all students
exactly the same—the race of their students does not affect their teaching practice.

Cycle of Inquiry: Teachers are given the opportunity to: (a) select and narrow a
focus for inquiry into their own practice, (b) determine what goals they will set and
measure, (c) create an action plan to work toward accomplishing those goals, (d) design a
plan for implementing the desired action, and (e) collect and analyze data generated by
their action (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001).

Critical Theory: critical pedagogy/theory uses the metaphor of woven fabric to
highlight the interconnectedness of the historical, political, and social aspects of
education that must be examined in order to understand how schools function in ways
that reproduce inequality. In addition, critical pedagogy provides an avenue through
which educators may begin to understand the role schools play within a race divided
society (McLaren, 2007).

Dominant Group: A group of people in a society that have power, privilege and
social status.

Equity: Attempting to even the playing field for members of the minority group
with those in the dominant group. Equity is not synonymous with equal. Equal means the
same; equity implies that, in order to level the playing field, one must put more energy
into closing the gap between the minority and dominant groups—giving equal treatment

may not be enough to achieve equity.
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Focal Students: Students “who are performing below grade level standard. Most
often, focal students are representative of the larger achievement and opportunity gaps in
[schools]” (Kidd & Congdon, 2007).

Teacher Efficacy: The feeling educators have when they believe they have the
capability to accomplish a goal.

Frame of Reference: “How one categorizes experiences, beliefs, people, events,
and the self involves structures of assumptions and expectations on which our thoughts,
feelings, and habits are based” (Mezirow & Taylor, 2009, p. 22).

Inquiry as Stance: “The positions teachers and others who work together in inquiry
communities take toward knowledge, its relationships to practice, and the purposes of
schooling” (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001, pp. 49-50).

Institutional Racism: Practices and institutional policies that perpetuate
inequitable relationships between people of color and members of the dominant group
(Katz, 2003; Mclntosh, 1988).

Minority Group: Includes all groups that suffer from disparities of power or
unequal treatment due to minority group membership.

Professional Development: Systemic efforts to bring about change in the
classroom practices of teachers, in their attitudes, beliefs, and in the learning outcomes of
students (Guskey, 2002).

Reflective Discourse: the act of looking critically at one’s assumptions; it requires
participants to have the courage and will to seek new understanding—to welcome

differences and “try on” other points of view (Mezirow, 2000).
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Reform (Educational): The attempt to improve educational outcomes through
changes in policy and practice.

Training Model of Professional Development: The most commonly used form of
professional development designed as a “one-shot” transmission of information with little
to no follow up (Borko, 2004, Little, 2001).

Transformative Learning:

Learning that transforms problematic frames of reference to make them more

inclusive, discriminating, reflective, open, and emotionally able to change.

Frames with these characteristics are more likely to generate beliefs and opinions

that will prove more true or justified to guide action. (Mezirow & Taylor, 2009,

p. 22)

White Privilege: The phenomenon that allows White people the opportunity of
deciding when and where to address racial issues. Because of Whiteness, members of the

dominant group are allowed to receive certain benefits associated with Whiteness,

whether they are aware of their privilege or not (Mcintosh, 1988).
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE
Introduction

The relationship between student achievement and race has been considered in
much of the literature | reviewed regarding the achievement gap between students of
color and their White counterparts in the United States. This chapter discusses what the
literature says regarding what teachers believe about the capabilities of their students of
color and why they believe they are not achieving at the same standard as their White
peers. Next, it discusses the purposes of professional development in an era of reform and
adult learning theory, transformative learning in particular, and how the use of critical
theory in educational professional development opportunities can promote transformative
learning. It then discusses the approaches to professional development the literature
suggests are the least and the most effective in affecting teacher change, and why those
that are ineffective do not work. In addition, this chapter discusses why, in order to
facilitate transformative learning, professional development should be based in inquiry.
Finally, this chapter concludes with a discussion of the limitations of the research |
reviewed and the implications of those limitations for future research.

What Teachers Believe is Causing the Achievement Gap

Of the literature | reviewed, several authors (Diamond et al., 2004; Gay, 2000;

McKenzie & Scheurich, 2008; Singleton & Linton, 2006) identified teacher perceptions

of students of color as one of the major attributors to America’s achievement gap. In a



15

study performed by Diamond, et al. (2004), teachers of five urban schools were asked to

describe the capabilities of the children they teach; their expectations for White and

Asian students were very different from those for their Black students (regardless of

socioeconomic status). Table 2 summarizes the discrepancies between teachers’

assumptions of Black students’ abilities and those of their White or Asian peers as

reported by Diamond et al. (2004).

Table 2
Teacher Assumptions Regarding Student Achievement Based on Race and Economic
Status
Race of . .
School Students Socioeconomic Status | Comments Made by Teachers About Students
Lewi Maiori “eager to learn”
ewis ajority 0 s . »
School White 64% Low Income highly motivated
“mature”
- (3 t h T kl ekl
Harris Majority Asian 84% Low Income caten on quicly
School “excellent math”
) “generally good kids”
S?:?]\(/)I(jl 100% Black 60% Low Income “good kids compared to other schools”
“lack respect for adults”
" “too social”
Erikson | 16006 Black 90% Low Income | “lack discipline”
School
“disrespectful”
“no one in their family has an education”
Adams - . ) . .
School Majority Black Unavailable “influenced by drugs, crime, and [other issues

in] the inner city”

Source: Diamond et al. (2004)

In their study, Diamond, et al. (2004) recognized a pattern between lowered

teacher expectations and lowered achievement of Black students compared to Asian and

White students. They found, of the teachers working in schools with a predominantly
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White or Asian student population, 71% emphasized student assets when asked to discuss
student capabilities. On the other hand, of the teachers working in schools with a
predominately Black student population, only 23% emphasized student assets when
asked to share their beliefs regarding student achievement. If we hope to close the
achievement gap, | believe it is imperative to offer teachers professional development
activities that support inquiry and challenge taken-for-granted beliefs about students of
color in order to transform the manner in which educators teach and think about students
not belonging to the majority group. In the following sections, I discuss the purposes of
professional development in an era of reform and adult learning theory, transformative
learning in particular, and how it relates to teacher learning and professional
development.
Professional Development Approaches

In an era of accountability, high quality professional development is an aspect of
nearly every reform effort (Falk, 2001; Garet et al., 2001; Guskey, 1986, 2002; Lambert,
2002; Little, 2001). “Policymakers and public leaders show an increasing tendency to
portray teachers’ work as the work of reform—and more specifically, the reform of
classroom teaching in ways that result in more uniformly high levels of student
achievement” (Little, 2001, p. 41). In order to enter into reform efforts focusing on
closing the achievement gap through high quality professional development, it is
important to understand what the literature says regarding professional development and

its link to change.
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Professional development programs are “systemic efforts to bring about change in
the classroom practices of teachers, in their attitudes and beliefs, and in the learning
outcomes of students” (Guskey, 2002, p. 381). For several decades, research has shown
the least effective, yet most commonly used, model of professional development is the
workshop approach, or the training model, which is often a one-day activity designed to
transmit knowledge to teachers with little to no follow up (Borko, 2004; Desimone,
Porter, Garet, Yoon, & Birman, 2002; Falk, 2001; Garet et al., 2001; Guskey, 2002;
Little, 1993; Stokes, 2001). When asked on a national survey the type of professional
development they participate in most, 81.3% of teachers surveyed responded they were
participating in professional development activities that would fall into the category of
the training model (Desimone et al., 2002). For this reason, it is important to understand
the various approaches to professional development and how they support or negate
efforts to close the achievement gap.

In the literature | reviewed, professional development activities can be
categorized into three approaches: (a) knowledge-for-practice, (b) knowledge-in-practice,
and (c) knowledge-of-practice (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001). Implicit in professional
development activities designed as knowledge-for-practice is a metaphor of teacher as
“technician” rather than teacher as “professional” or “intellectual” (Hargreaves & Dawe,
1990). This type of professional development activity is designed to address curricular
and instructional change (Little, 2001) and many times involves the participation of
specialists in order to facilitate the transmission of knowledge from expert to technician,

or teacher (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Falk, 2001; Little, 2001). Knowledge-for-
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practice activities are typically characterized by short-term or one-shot workshops or

lectures (Falk, 2001), which research shows do not affect school-wide change or student

achievement (Borko, 2004; Desimone et al., 2002; Garet et al., 2001; Stokes, 2001).

Table 3

Professional Development Approaches

Type of Professional
Development

Professional Development
Activities

Location of Knowledge

Duration of
Activity

Knowledge-for-

o Workshops
e Institutes
o College Courses

Within the expert
facilitating the professional
development activity—

Range from 1-5
days

® Probe expert teachers

practice e Conferences knowledge is deposited in,
or given to, participants
Knowledge-i o Observing expert With the expert teacher— Can range from
nopvyagtigg'm' teachers in the field knowledge is deposited in, one observation to

or given to, participants

several

Knowledge-of-
practice

o Study Groups

¢ Mentoring

¢ Coaching

o Teacher Collaboratives

Within the educator—
knowledge is generated
through problematizing
beliefs and practice

Ongoing
throughout
career—cyclical,
becomes a process
of practice

Source: Garet et al. (2001)

Professional development activities structured within a knowledge-in-practice

approach are designed under the assumption that the most essential knowledge for

teaching is practical knowledge—that is, teachers learn best when they are able to probe

the knowledge of expert teachers or given the opportunity to strengthen their own

knowledge through designing “rich learning interactions in the classroom” (Cochrane-

Smith & Lytle, 2001, p. 47). While it is possible educators may learn something from the

aforementioned types of professional development activities, it is clear that

transformation of beliefs will not occur due to the lack of critical reflection on one’s own
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practice. | believe professional development activities that fall within the knowledge-of-
practice approach are most successful in affecting change in teachers’ belief systems
about the capabilities of students of color, and, therefore, lead to transformation.

When educators are engaged in knowledge-of-practice, they are participating in
professional development activities that encourage inquiry (Cochrane-Smith & Luytle,
2001). With the current challenges facing reform efforts (ensuring all students have
equitable outcomes), | believe professional development opportunities that explicitly
incorporate elements of inquiry will be more successful in closing the achievement gap
because educators will be given the opportunity to critically examine their practice and
how it affects student achievement, positively or negatively, and will lead to the
transformation of beliefs. McLaughlin and Zarrow (2001) argued that in schools where
educators are engaged in inquiry,

problems [are] transformed from ‘social facts’ to subjects for inquiry and problem

solving. This transformation [is] most apparent...where explanations for poor

student performance [move] from those based on beliefs about students’ attitudes,
backgrounds, or capacities to the ‘fit’ between what students [need] to learn and

achieve and what [is] provided them. (p. 93)

| worry that professional development opportunities that fall within the
approaches of knowledge-for-practice and knowledge-in-practice will not lead to
transformed beliefs about students of color, and therefore, teachers will not reconstruct
their taken-for-granted beliefs. Therefore, in order to offer teachers professional
development opportunities that could potentially lead to the transformation of their taken-

for-granted beliefs, professional development, I believe, should be designed using a

knowledge-of-practice approach that fosters critical reflection and discourse. In the next
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section, | discuss constructivist adult learning theory, transformative learning in
particular, and how it lends itself to supporting professional development activities
designed from within a knowledge-of-practice approach.

Teacher Learning

In her article On Two Metaphors for Learning and the Dangers of Choosing Just
One, Sfard (1998) discussed the use of metaphor in analyzing and determining the
assumptions underpinning specific learning perspectives. In her work, she identified two
metaphors that can be used in order to better understand learning and how it relates to
professional development activities. Learning perspectives focusing primarily on the
acquisition of knowledge or the attainment of content (e.g., knowledge-for-practice and
knowledge-in-practice) can be understood in terms of an acquisition metaphor. On the
other hand, if the focus shifts from accumulating knowledge to understanding learning as
a process through which one becomes a member of a community, learning can be
conceptualized in terms of a participation metaphor (knowledge-of-practice). Sfard
discussed the importance of operating between both the acquisition and participation
metaphors for learning in order to ensure the dictatorship of one metaphor does not “lead
to theories that serve the interests of certain groups to the disadvantage of others” (p. 11).

Sfard (1998) highlighted the importance of recognizing the relationship between
acquisition and participation metaphors in transferring previously attained knowledge to
participation in new communities that lead to transformed beliefs about students of color.
Educators must first be able to analyze the knowledge they have accumulated regarding

the capabilities of students of color (Delpit, 2006; Gay, 2000; Howard, 2006; Singleton &
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Linton, 2006), how the acquisition of this knowledge occurred (e.g., through participating
in the privileges awarded members of the dominant culture or adhering to societal
explanations for lowered student achievement for students of color), and the knowledge
itself must be analyzed in order to transform assumptions into discussions leading to
discourse. Reflective discourse is the act of looking critically at one’s assumptions; it
requires participants to have the courage and will to seek new understanding—to
welcome difference and “try on” other points of view (Mezirow, 2000). Through
discourse, educators begin to recognize their taken-for-granted frames of reference
regarding student achievement. Without acknowledging acquired biases in their taken-
for-granted frames of reference, educators will not be able to participate in reconstructing
knowledge regarding students of color.

Both the acquisition and participation metaphors are implied in Singleton and
Linton’s (2006) framework for Courageous Conversations. Their framework includes
recognition of acquired knowledge in order to communicate and understand how
knowledge has contributed to lowered student achievement for Black and Latino
students. Their framework is dependent on the interconnectedness of both the acquisition
and participation metaphors. While their framework provides learning opportunities for
educators to join a community of practice where educators are able to participate in
reconstructing their assumptions regarding students of color, this discourse could not
occur without the acknowledgement and transfer of their previously acquired beliefs

regarding Black and Latino students.
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Through acknowledging the acquired frames of reference teachers hold in regard
to students of color and achievement, educators can begin to participate in a community
of learners dedicated to ensuring knowledge does not continue to strengthen those already
in power, but instead, begins to liberate those who have been oppressed (Sfard, 1998). In
many ways, professional development opportunities residing between the acquisition and
participation metaphors for learning allow educators to analyze their previously acquired
assumptions in order to participate in the “process of becoming a member of a certain
community. This entails, above all, the ability to communicate in the language of this
community and act according to its particular norms” (Sfard, 1998, p. 6). The community
to which educators must strive to belong is the community of those who recognize
differences, have difficult discussions around student achievement and race, and
determine interventions that are likely to affect student achievement. Like all
communities, this community of educators must have its own language and its own set of
norms through which educators can discuss student achievement and plan interventions
for students not meeting standard. As a result of becoming a member of this new
community, transformative learning takes place, and teachers will look at the work they
do in a completely different way (Borko, 2004; Desimone et al., 2002; Falk, 2001; Garet
et al., 2001; Guskey, 1986; Little, 1993; Stokes, 2001).

Some of the literature suggests, in order to close the achievement gap,
professional development should: (a) allow teachers to become more knowledgeable
about the subjects they teach, and (b) focus on implementation of standards (Borko,

2004; Haycock, 1998). Implicit in this discussion of professional development is an
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acquisition metaphor as well as a knowledge-for-practice approach; it refers to teachers
acquiring deeper understanding of the content they teach, so they can help students attain
mastery of state standards. | assume most (if not all) educators would agree the more
knowledgeable a teacher is, the more effectively they will educate students; however, if a
teacher has lowered expectations for students of color, they will teach the students with
lowered rigor regardless of their level of expertise (Diamond et al., 2004).

It is important to raise the notion that perhaps a paradigm that resides solely in the
camp of an acquisition metaphor contributes to the perpetuation of the status-quo, and
makes it, in my opinion, close to impossible to transform our current educational
practices that serve to raise the status of the dominant group. If knowledge is viewed as
property to be owned, then it becomes the means by which the powerful cement their
position in society while it serves to bind the powerless to continued oppression (Sfard,
1998). If educators are to transform the way they perceive or “know” students of color,
professional development must not resort to mere acquisition of knowledge. Professional
development must provide opportunities to acquire information in order for teachers to
have an opportunity to participate in the unveiling of their beliefs contributing to the
widening of the achievement gap.

Another way to examine adult learning theories pertinent to transformational
professional development is to analyze the ontological and epistemological assumptions
in the literature. The literature I reviewed regarding professional development which
encourages educators to analyze their assumptions in order to reconstruct new points of

view regarding the achievement of students of color is consistent with constructivist
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learning. The metaphor representing constructivist theory is carpentry or construction
work (Ernest, 1994). This metaphor describes understanding as building or constructing
mental structures. Within this metaphor is an opportunity for learners to transform, or
change conceptually, their previously built mental structures. Further, social
constructivism argues that the realm of the social and the individual are interconnected;
therefore, the metaphor for the mind is persons in conversation (Ernest, 1994). Social
constructivist theory relates to transformational professional development designed
within a knowledge-for-practice approach because the focus of concern “is not just with
the teacher’s knowledge of subject matter and diagnostic skills, but with teacher’s beliefs,
conceptions and personal theories about subject matter, teaching, and learning” (p. 12).
While the metaphor of carpentry represents constructivist theory, critical pedagogy uses
the metaphor of woven fabric to highlight the interconnectedness of the historical,
political, and social aspects of education that must be examined in order to understand
how schools function in ways that reproduce inequality (McLaren, 2007). In order to
understand teaching children of color, educators must acknowledge that institutions,
teacher assumptions, and structures of conventional education are European American
enterprises and, as such, are ethno-centric (Gay, 2000; Howard, 2006). Including a
critical perspective of learning in educational professional development opportunities will
allow teachers to analyze privilege and its effects on learning.

Furthermore, Little (1993) asserted that in order to begin to close the achievement
gap, educators must resist the urge to do what they have done historically and begin to

look with a critical lens toward institutional structures that have attributed to lowered
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student achievement for students of color. Little argued professional development must
encourage educators to ask questions, pose problems, and explore curiosities in a way
that changes their perspectives, their policies, and their practices. | believe professional
development activities designed to be transformational and inquiry based could be an
effective manner in which educators can begin to do the things Little has considered
imperative to teaching children of color. Critical pedagogy provides an avenue through
which educators may begin to understand the role schools (and they) play within a race
divided society (McLaren, 2007).

In order to help educators recognize how the roles of history, society, and politics
have contributed to the achievement gap, critical pedagogists argue teachers must be
provided the opportunity to analyze educational institutions as places that reflect the
ideologies of the dominant group (McLaren, 2007). In the same vein, Singleton and
Linton (2006), Gay (2000), McKenzie and Scheurich (2004), and Diamond et al. (2004)
have argued if educators are going to close the achievement gap, they must begin by
understanding the roles institutionalized racism and teacher bias play in contributing to
the widening of the gap. In order to begin to understand this, I believe they need
opportunities to engage in inquiry about their practice and their beliefs in order to
transform the way in which they teach their students of color.

Through looking at education through a critical theorist’s lens, educators can
begin to transform their beliefs about students of color. According to Mezirow (2000),
transformative learning involves the participation of teachers as learners in discourse that

examines the experiences of others in order to analyze how learners have justified their
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assumptions regarding other groups. Through assessing one’s assumptions, learners can
make decisions based on new insights. Transformation Theory provides a basis on which
educators can begin to examine their taken-for-granted frames of reference. Mezirow
argued learning is a process of understanding and interpreting prior knowledge in order to
transform one’s interpretation of experiences into a new frame of reference that is more
inclusive, reflective, and capable of change.

Mezirow and Taylor (2009) described a process through which adults go in order
to reach a transformation of beliefs. They described a 10-step transformative process that
| argue is missing from the professional development frameworks | have reviewed. The
process by which transformation is achieved, and how I believe it relates to
transformative learning for teachers is presented in Table 4.

Singleton’s and Linton’s (2006) model for professional development begins the
transformative process, but it falls short of the final steps, which I believe are the most
important to closing the achievement gap. In Courageous Conversations, teachers are
supported through the first four steps of transformative learning: (a) recognizing a
disorienting problem, (b) examining self, (d) assessing one’s beliefs, and (e) recognizing
that in order to relieve the discomfort caused by the disorienting problem, one must
transform their taken-for-granted frames of reference. Singleton and Linton dabbled with
the fifth component of transformative learning (exploration of new roles and
relationships); however, their model for professional development falls short in an
essential component of transformative learning: planning for and implementing future

action, which leads to new perspectives for teachers.
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How the Phases of Transformative Learning Relate to Professional Development

Mezirow’s Phase of
Transformative Learning

How Mezirow’s Phase of Transformative Learning Relates
to Professional Development/ Learning for Educators

Learners are faced with a

Teachers realize they have lowered academic expectations

1 disorienting dilemma. for their students of color.
Learners are encouraged to Teachers ask themselves, Why do | have lowered
2 participate in self-examination in | expectations for my students of color?
order to recognize taken-for-
granted frames of reference.
Learners engage in an assessment | Teachers begin the dialogue of whether or not their
3 | of their taken-for-granted frames assumptions are accurate or a result of White privilege.
of reference.
Learners recognize that their Teachers are resilient and persevere through the discomfort
4 | discontent is a result of the of analyzing biases.
process of transformation.
Learners begin to recognize and Teachers begin to ask themselves what they can do
5 | explore new roles, relationships, differently in their practice to meet the needs of all students.
and actions.
6 Learners put a plan of action in Teachers plan to become more aware of societal norms and
place. White privilege to begin to plan future action.
Learners acquire new knowledge | Teachers make plans to begin to study their previous taken-
7 and strategies in order to for-granted frames of reference in order to determine how
implement their new plan of they can change their practice to promote higher
action. achievement for students of color.
Learners implement their new Teachers take their new learning from phases 6 and 7 into
8 | plan of action. their classroom and implement new strategies to meet the
needs of Black and Latino students.
Learners become more competent | Teachers begin to feel as though they have the power to
9 | and confident in their new role. facilitate closing the achievement gap. They begin to see
themselves as change agents in equity teaching.
Learners’ new frame of reference | Teachers no longer teach in a manner that is colorblind; they
10 | is integrated into their teach students differently based on their needs, and they

perspective.

believe that all students can be successful.

Source: Mezirow (1997)

| is my assumption teachers leave Courageous Conversations changed; they may

recognize they have been part of an educational system that is inherently racist against

Black and Latino students, and perhaps they leave with transformed frames of reference
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regarding the achievement capabilities of their students of color. However, Courageous
Conversations does not appear to support the creation of a plan for future action;
therefore, teachers’ transformations end before their new frames of reference are
integrated into their perspective and practice. | believe allowing educators the opportunity
to engage in inquiry-based professional development can allow them to move into
planning and implementing future action, thus integrating their new frames of reference
into their practice.

In order to close the achievement gap, | believe professional development needs
to support transformative learning and provide educators an opportunity to create a
community of learners that critically reflects on their practice in order to transform their
taken for granted beliefs regarding students of color. In the following section, I discuss
what the literature says regarding the types of professional development activities most
often offered teachers and why it is unsuccessful in transforming teachers’ beliefs, and,
therefore, failing to close the achievement gap. | also discuss why using transformative
learning theory to design professional development activities steeped in inquiry may be
the best tactic to ensure all students have equitable outcomes.

Why Professional Development Does Not Work

In their national study, Garet et al. (2001) described two types of professional
development, traditional and reform, as well as the activities associated with each (see
Table 5). Professional development activities that fall into the category of traditional, or
knowledge-for-practice, are least likely to affect change in teachers’ practice or beliefs

(Borko, 2004; Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995;
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Falk, 2001; Garet et al., 2001; Guskey, 2002; Little, 1993, 2001; Stokes, 2001). However,

teachers participating in reform activities, or professional development activities

described as knowledge-of-practice, report having transformed beliefs about achievement

and how their practice influences it (Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995; Garet et

al., 2001; McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001).

Table 5

Traditional and Reform Professional Development

Type of Professional
Development

Professional
Development Activities

Location of Knowledge

Duration of Activity

Traditional
(Knowledge-for-

¢ Workshops
e Institutes
e College Courses

With the expert facilitating
the professional
development activity

Range from 1-5 days

Practice)

e Teacher Collaboratives

Practice)
e Conferences
¢ Study Groups Within the educator— Ongoing throughout
Reform « Mentoring knowledge is gene_ra_ted career—cyclical,
(Knowledge-of- ) through problematizing becomes a process of
e Coaching beliefs and practice practice

Source: Garet et al. (2001)

While the literature suggests reform type professional development activities are

most effective in affecting change (Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995; Garet et al.,

2001; McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001), 79% of the 1,027 teachers surveyed reported the

professional development activities they participated in most commonly were of the

traditional type (Garet et al., 2001). | believe this is one of the reasons the achievement

gap continues to exist. If we do not change the way in which we think about teacher

learning, | fear we will see continued discrepancies in the achievement of students of
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color and their White peers. For this reason, | think activities that support inquiry leading
to transformed beliefs is what is missing from traditional models of professional
development.

Darling-Hammond and McLaughlin (1995) argued the success of the reform
agenda depends on “teachers’ success in accomplishing the serious and difficult task of
learning the skills and perspectives assumed by new visions of practice and unlearning
the practices and beliefs about students and instruction that have dominated their
professional lives” (p. 597). In order to unlearn previously held beliefs, teachers need to
be supported in the transformative learning process. | believe professional development
activities which are inquiry based are the best strategies to facilitate transformative
learning.

According to the literature, there are several characteristics of high-quality
professional development—most of which would be included in professional
development activities supporting inquiry-based transformative learning. Professional
development should encourage teachers to engage in critical discourse regarding their
practice and reflect on student achievement in a manner which is data driven (Cochrane-
Smith & Lytle, 2001; Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995; Little, 2001; McLaughlin
& Zarrow, 2001). In addition, professional development activities that have been
considered transformative include opportunities for teachers to observe one another and
reflect critically on their own.

Professional development of this kind . . . creates new images of what, when, and

how teachers learn, and these new images require a corresponding shift from
work of teachers to strategies intended to develop schools’ and teachers’ capacity
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to be responsible for student learning. (Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995,
p. 598)

In order to develop teachers’ capacity to be responsible for student learning, it is
necessary to have a framework for professional development which supports teachers
engaging in inquiry to transform their beliefs and guide their instruction. The next section
discusses inquiry-based professional development activities, the cycle of inquiry in
particular, and why | believe it lends itself well to transformative learning theory and
critical pedagogy. In addition, I argue this type of professional development activity
might be more successful in closing the achievement gap than the commonly used
traditional models.

Inquiry-Based Professional Development

A growing body of literature supports the notion of inquiry-based professional
development as the approach most likely to facilitate transformative learning (Cochrane-
Smith & Lytle, 2001; Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995; Desimone et al., 2002;
Elmore, 1996; Garet et al., 2001; Lambert, 2002; Little, 1982, 1993, 2001; McLaughlin &
Zarrow, 2001; Stokes, 2001). In this section, | discuss inquiry-based professional
development with an emphasis on the cycle of inquiry (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001) and
how research shows inquiry leads to the transformation of teacher beliefs and increased
student achievement. | then argue that any reform agenda aimed at closing the
achievement gap should be grounded in an “inquiry stance” on teaching that is both
critical and transformative (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001).

Cochrane-Smith and Lytle (2001) described inquiry as stance as “the positions

teachers and others who work together in inquiry communities take toward knowledge,
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its relationships to practice, and the purposes of schooling” (pp. 49-50). The metaphor of
stance is used to describe how educators define the ways in which they see, and the
lenses through which they examine the social, political, historical, and cultural
significance of schooling.

Fundamental to this notion is the idea that the work of inquiry communities is
both social and political—that is, it involves making problematic the current

arrangements of schooling; the ways knowledge is constructed, evaluated, and
used; and teachers’ individual and collective roles in bringing about change.

(p. 50)

Inquiry as stance allows educators to look critically at their practice (and the
results of their practices) in order to determine how they can transform their current
practices to meet the needs of all students. This process, | believe, is essential when
educators take on the challenge of closing the achievement gap.

A framework I feel lends itself well to supporting teachers through the process of
taking on a stance of inquiry is the cycle of inquiry (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001). In a
cycle of inquiry (see Figure 1), as in Cochrane-Smith and Lytle’s (2001) inquiry as
stance, teachers are given the opportunity to: (a) select and narrow a focus for inquiry
into their own practice, (b) determine what goals they will set and measure, (c) create an
action plan to work toward accomplishing those goals, (d) design a plan for implementing
the desired action, and (e) collect and analyze data generated by their action (McLaughlin
& Zarrow, 2001). The cycle of inquiry works through many of the components of
transformative learning, and therefore, is appropriate for educators attempting to
transform their beliefs regarding their students of color. As a participant in a cycle of

inquiry, teachers are given the opportunity to see first-hand whether or not their practice
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IS impacting the achievement of their students, particularly their students of color. If
teachers are reflecting critically on their own practice and whether or not if affects
student learning, I believe they are likely to begin to look at systems of inequity, which
may be their own practice, as the cause for lowered student achievement rather than

continue to blame the students themselves.

Determine a
Focus for Inquiry
Into Practice

Collect and Determine
Analyze Data Measurable Goals

Design a Plan of
Action for
Implementation

Creat an Action
Plan

Figure 1. The Cycle of Inquiry process. This is a process through which educators can

design an inquiry into practice in order to create an action plan for instruction, collect and

analyze data, and plan follow-up actions. Adapted from McLaughlin and Zarrow (2001).
McLaughlin and Zarrow (2001) discussed their involvement in studying one of

the largest school reform efforts in California, The Bay Area School Reform

Collaborative (BASRC). BASRC was a 5-year reform effort in the San Francisco Bay
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Area which studied schools, throughout the 118-district region, engaging in a cycle of
inquiry in order to attempt to close the achievement gap. BASRC’s aim was to “change
the way schools do business” (p. 79).

By engaging in a cycle of inquiry, teachers in BASRC schools began to see
growth in students’ achievement. In addition, they began to identify concrete gaps in
students’ learning. “What had been generic problems became more concrete—they took
on names and faces” (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001, p. 88). Because teachers in BASRC
schools were coached to identify students who were not meeting standard and determine
what obstacles stood in the way of those students meeting standard, they were able to
problematize the obstacles standing in the way of their students and make a focused
action plan for removing those obstacles.

Between the years of 1988 and 1989, BASRC schools improved student
achievement in 77% of participating elementary schools, 64% of participating middle
schools, and 59% of participating high schools (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001). If, in one
year, BASRC schools can change the way teachers do their work resulting in significant
gains, one could argue they were on track to beginning to close the achievement gap in
participating schools.

Building upon the work done in BASRC schools, Partners in School Innovation
(San Francisco, CA) implemented a Results Oriented Cycle of Inquiry (ROCI) in order to
focus intently on data in order to allow it to drive inquiry and instruction (Kidd & Starr,
2011). ROCl is a five-step process

designed to support individuals in sharpening their focus on results and
developing habits that fuel continuous improvement. ROCI focuses everyone’s
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attention directly on student learning; stimulates people to learn from their
successes and to implement their provisional solutions and monitor how they are
working. In this way, ROCI engages teachers and other leaders at every level as
true learning leaders and, simultaneously, as leaders of sustained organizational
learning and improvement. (p. 5)

Through a Results Oriented Cycle of Inquiry, Partners in School Innovation has
shown success in the schools with which they work. In 2010, the 12 schools partnered
with Partners in School Innovation showed a gain of 6.1 percentage points on the
California Standards Test in English Language Arts, a gain of more than three times the
state as a whole made (Kidd & Starr, 2011). In addition, 33% of participating schools
achieved double-digit increases in literacy gains and “outpaced the state in literacy gains
made by African-American, Latino, and English Learner students” (p. 8).

One aspect of Partners in School Innovation’s Results Oriented Cycle of Inquiry I
find interesting is their incorporation of focal students. Focal students are students are
students “who are performing below grade level standard. Most often, focal students are
representative of the larger achievement and opportunity gaps in the school” (Kidd &
Congdon, 2007, p. 1). Teachers working with Partners in School Innovation are
encouraged to choose five focal students who are below standard, but within reach of
meeting grade level goals. Teachers observe these students, interview these students, and
plan their cycles of inquiry with these students in mind. The idea is if teachers are
designing their lessons to meet the needs of their focal students (and measuring the
results), they will teach in a more rigorous fashion, and a ripple effect will occur. Because

they focus intently on the learning of their five focal students, the rest of their students

will also benefit from this planning (Kidd & Congdon, 2007).
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Hunt, Soto, Maier, and Doering (2003) saw similar success when they used focal
students to implement instruction to better meet the needs of Special Education students
as well as General Education students at risk of not meeting benchmark. Teachers
collaborated with support staff to implement Unified Plans of Support (UPS) for focal
students in order to specifically target students with lowered success rates in their
schools. Prior to implementation, the rate of engagement for focal students was
significantly lower than their classmates. Following implementation, focal students’ rate
of non-engagement decreased from an average of 33% to a range of 0.2% to 5%. In
addition, focal students began to interact with their teachers and their peers 18% to 29%
more often than before implementation. Through targeted instruction designed to meet
the needs of their focal students, teachers observed (a) an increase in engagement from
focal students, (b) an increase in efficacy shown by focal students, (c) an increase in
interactions between focal students and their peers, (d) an increase in focal students
asking for help, and (e) an increase in enjoyment of classroom activities (Hunt et al.,
2003).

Through inquiry, schools are beginning to see a narrowing of the achievement gap
that is quite encouraging. In order to maintain the momentum created by BASRC and
Partners in School Innovation, I believe it is imperative we begin to look closely at
inquiry and how it can transform teachers’ beliefs regarding the capabilities of their
students of color. In addition, by giving teacher leaders the opportunity to begin to see

“inquiry as a stance” (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001), we are giving them the
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opportunity to change patterns of institutionalized inequities that have been present in our
schools for decades.

The literature shows a growing body of research suggesting teachers participating
in professional development activities should be treated as active learners rather than
recipients of knowledge. Gone are the days of designing professional development
activities that are one-shot remedies with little to now follow up. In an era of reform,
teachers must be supported in engaging in critical pedagogy in order to undo the
inequities compounded by so many years of systemic racism in our schools. It is
necessary to design professional development activities that encourage teachers to
analyze data, reflect on their practice in relation to the data, propose possible solutions,
and design actions to test if their solution is successful. In doing so, educators will be
participating in the critical discourse Mezirow and Taylor (2009) argued is essential to
transformation of taken-for-granted frames of reference. In addition, the cycle of inquiry
process will allow educators to participate in professional development steeped in critical
pedagogy in order to begin to understand how educational inequities for students of color
impact their achievement.

Limitations

My primary purpose in reviewing the literature was to identify the implications of
professional development on closing the achievement gap. While I was able to find
substantial information on the achievement gap and possible explanations for its
existence, most of the literature | came across dealt specifically with the traditional belief

that teacher knowledge and successful implementation of standards-based curriculum is
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the leading factor in closing the achievement gap. | found very limited data analyzing the
results of professional development opportunities that transformed teachers’ beliefs about
students of color and whether or not these types of professional development
opportunities lead to increased achievement. The only data | was able to find to support
the success of transformative professional development in closing the achievement gap
was that done by Singleton and Linton (2006). Because they are reporting on a
framework they designed to transform teachers’ beliefs about students of color, their bias
cannot be overlooked.

From my review, it appears that more research needs to be conducted in
measuring the effects of transformative learning on closing the achievement gap. Other
areas to continue exploring are: (a) studies focusing on the implications of
institutionalized racism in school settings, and how addressing them lead to a measured
increase in student achievement; (b) discussions on how transformed beliefs about the
capabilities of students of color can be measured and correlated to achievement; and (c)
how can professional development be structured and monitored in order to facilitate
transformation?

It is clear from the literature | reviewed that the achievement gap between
students of color and their White counterparts is of particular interest in educational
research. While I was able to uncover several reports proving the existence of the gap and
research explaining why the gap may exist, the waters were shallow when it came to
professional development that leads to transformational learning for teachers resulting in

a lessening of the gap between students of color and the dominant group. Nevertheless,
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the relationship between professional development transforming teachers’ beliefs about
the academic abilities of students of color and closing the achievement gap are waters
worth exploring.

Critique

I am hopeful that all children in our country can learn if given the appropriate
opportunities. It is because of this belief I have decided to dedicate my work as an
educator to exploring the causes of the achievement gap in order to understand how
educational leaders can organize professional development opportunities for teachers that
lead to increased achievement for all students. Because | believe teacher expectations and
biases are two of the primary reasons for the achievement gap, | was particularly
interested in analyzing literature that discussed the types of professional development that
have been successful in transforming teachers’ beliefs regarding children of color. | was
eager to find examples of transformational learning and critical theory perspectives and
their effects on student achievement. In this section, I will critique the strengths and
limitations of the literature | reviewed in terms of assumptions, metaphor, approaches to
inquiry, power relations, and matters of equity.

The majority of the literature I reviewed states that teachers’ biases and
assumptions regarding the achievement capabilities of students of color is a fundamental
cause attributing to the achievement gap (Diamond et al., 2004; Gay, 2000; McKenzie &
Scheurich, 2008; McLaren, 2007; Singleton & Linton, 2006). An underlying assumption
in the majority of the literature I reviewed is the belief that recognizing institutional

structures that lead to lowered student achievement for Black and Latino students is
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enough to change teachers’ perspectives about students of color. This assumption (as |
mentioned in my analysis above) does not allow for the implementation of a new plan of
action which leads to new frames of reference being integrated into teachers’ perspective
(Mezirow & Taylor, 2009). If teachers’ perspectives are not modified to include new
frames of reference, | worry that teachers will continue to work with Black and Latino
children in the same manner they have traditionally.

The use of metaphor is limited in the literature I reviewed. While the participation
and acquisition metaphors are implied in professional development opportunities that are
transformational, the implicit nature of their presence is noteworthy. It seems that
participation metaphor as well as Bateson’s (1994) learning as coming home fits well
with critical theory in that “teachers are unaware of their own un-verbalized knowledge
and take it for granted as a foundation, failing repeatedly in the attempt to teach pupils
from other backgrounds in whom that knowledge is absent or different” (p. 207).
Through critical analysis of power, educators can begin to see learning as a homecoming
for children of color rather than a process that alienates them.

In the limitations section of the literature review, I stated that I was unable to find
analyses of professional development that transformed teachers’ beliefs regarding
students of color and whether or not these types of professional development are leading
to increased student achievement. Singleton and Linton (2006) were the only authors |
reviewed that attempted to measure student success based on transformation of teacher
beliefs. While the data they provide shows increased student achievement for Latino and

Black students, it does not give mention to teacher beliefs and how they changed (though
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it is implied). If transforming teachers’ beliefs regarding their students of color is a key
component in closing the achievement gap, more research needs be done in order to
gather data measuring the change in teachers’ perceptions of students of color (or lack
thereof) and the relationship between transformed teachers’ beliefs and improved student
achievement.

Power relations and matters of equity are critical to my analysis of
transformational professional development, because I believe it is our moral obligation to
ensure all children have equitable opportunities to learn. It is important that educators
begin to look not only at what schooling means but also at how schooling has come to
mean what it does (McLaren, 2007). McLaren (2007) argued that schools are not what we
have traditionally believed—socializing agencies that educate intelligent, skilled
citizens—»but rather they are institutions where the ideologies of the dominant group are
reinforced contributing to social issues such as racism, sexism, and classism. Educators
must make the “distinction between schooling and education. The former is primarily a
mode of social control; the latter has the potential to transform society” (pp. 191-192). If
educators are going to have the skills and courage to teach students in a critical manner,
they must first experience their own transformation. In order to ensure equitable teaching
is happening in our schools, we must recognize the role of racism (both institutional and
personal) in maintaining positions of power for White Americans.

Further, Mezirow (2000) purported there are inequities in social structure that
influence the way in which one understands their own experience. “Learners need to

become critically aware of how these factors have shaped the ways they think and their
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beliefs so they may take collective action to ameliorate them” (p. 28). Through liberating
oneself from “reified forms of thought” (p. 29), educators can begin to transform their
way of thinking and acting by beginning to empower others in the surrounding
community to stop blaming students for their lowered academic achievement and begin
to look critically at the institutions that have served to oppress students of color. In doing
s0, educators can take the first steps in creating a more socially just world.

Conclusions and Recommendations

My purpose in analyzing literature about professional development and its role in
closing the achievement gap has been to get a better understanding of what some of the
literature says about the role racism plays in underachievement for students of color in
our country. In reviewing the literature I gathered, it has become clear that the
achievement gap between students of color and White students is of particular interest in
educational research. The review of literature showed various options for designing
professional development opportunities which lead to increased student achievement.
While some of the studies (Barth et al., 1999; Haycock, 1998) focus on the positive
effects increased content knowledge of teachers has on student achievement, I cannot
help but wonder how focusing on standards alone will address the inherent racism in our
educational systems.

Therefore, I must join the many scholars (Darling-Hammond, 2007; Delpit, 2006;
Gay, 2000; hooks, 1994; Howard, 2006; Ladson-Billings, 2009; McLaren, 2007; Nieto,
2002; Sleeter, 2001; Tatum, 2003) who are beginning to look at the miseducation of

Black and Latino students through a pedagogical lens that is both critical and
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transformative. | believe that in order to address societal issues of race and class that are
perpetuated in the education of our citizens, more research needs to be done on the effects
of teacher perceptions of students of color. While I understand quantifying one’s beliefs
and biases is an undertaking that is complex at best—it is an avenue of research that can
begin to evoke social change that empowers educators to do what they originally set out
to do—educate intelligent, dedicated, and skilled citizens regardless of race.

Often, change can be paralyzing, and transformation, though paramount in closing
the achievement gap, is something that educators need to be supported through;
otherwise, educators who are resistant to the process may participate in the discourse but
continue to teach with closed doors. In order to work toward a more just society,
educators must be willing to look critically at those in power and those who are
oppressed. Through beginning to dissect the intricacies of racial stratification in our
society, we can begin to unravel the fabric that history, politics, and society have woven
together in order to bind the relationship between race and privilege.

Chapter Summary

This chapter highlighted the literature on the most likely reasons children of color,
particularly Black and Latino students, are not performing with the same academic
success as their White and Asian classmates. This chapter also discussed the professional
development opportunities participated in by teachers most frequently and how these
opportunities do not lead to transformation of teacher beliefs or practice. In addition, this
chapter reviewed the literature that suggests professional development that is inquiry

based is most likely to support educators in closing the achievement gap.
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The following chapter introduces readers to the research design of this

dissertation work and discusses the questions that guided the study. It also highlights the
research methodology, data collection methods, and data analysis tools used in this study.
It describes how the handbook was field tested using the R&D cycle (Borg & Gall,
2003), and how the study was designed to gather data on the effectiveness of Keeping
Equity in Mind in order to revise it to meet the needs of educators dedicated to closing the
academic gap for their students of color. My hope is, through the R&D process, this
handbook will become a valuable tool educators can use to begin to undo the inequities

our students of color face as they enter into the American educational system.
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CHAPTER llI
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Introduction

As | have mentioned in previous chapters, it is up to educators to begin to ask the
tough questions: What am | doing to contribute to the achievement gap, and What can |
do to ensure all students in my classroom are given equitable educational opportunities?
In order to successfully begin to challenge the status quo, | believe educators and
educational leaders need support. It is my hope that Keeping Equity in Mind will offer
one type of support to educators dedicated to beginning to challenge and close the
academic gap between their White students and their students of color.

Keeping Equity in Mind is a hands-on resource designed for teacher leaders
dedicated to continuing equity work and the administrators who support them. It walks
readers through the steps necessary in determining focal students—students of color who
are below grade level—and designing engaging lessons through a cycle of inquiry
process in order to motivate and inspire them. The handbook supports readers in
determining focal students, designing lessons with a specific standard in mind, designing
common formative and summative assessments, using the data to drive instruction, and
building and maintaining strong relationships with focal students.

In this section, | discuss the role of the researcher and sample selection. In
addition, I introduce the research questions that guided this study. I explain why | chose

to design this study using PBL employing the R&D cycle as the methodology (Borg &
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Gall, 2003), and how this process lends itself well to educational research. | also describe
the R&D process and briefly describe what | did at each stage of the development process
(for a more in-depth discussion of each step of the R&D process, see chapter 4). In
addition, I discuss the data collection strategies | employed in this research as well as
how | analyzed said data. Finally, | end this chapter with a timeline of the data collection
process.

Role of the Researcher
This study took place at two school sites in Middleton School District: Johnson

Elementary and Sunset High School. The role of the researcher was that of participant-as-
observer (Borg & Gall, 2003; Johnson & Christensen, 2008). “The participant-as-
observer spends a good deal of time in the field participating and observing” (Johnson &
Christensen, 2008, p. 214). | was able to take on the role of participant-as-observer at
Johnson Elementary, because prior to the school year of 2014, |1 was employed as a fifth
grade teacher at the site. Two of the three participants from Johnson who agreed to pilot
Keeping Equity in Mind were my previous teammates, so | have an insider’s view of how
the participants at Johnson plan, teach, and assess their lessons. At both Johnson and
Sunset, | actively participated in planning the teams’ cycles of inquiry. | helped
brainstorm ideas for designing engaging lessons, and | helped determine formative and
summative assessments. In many ways, | was a member of their teams. However, the
participants knew | was gathering data, and they were aware of the fact | was observing

their planning meetings while | participated (Johnson & Christensen, 2008).
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A benefit to being a participant-as-observer is | was able to establish a meaningful
identity within the groups (Borg & Gall, 2003), and | established relationships with the
participants, which allowed them to feel comfortable enough in the process to ask hard
questions, admit shortcomings, and push my thinking as a researcher. Our rapport
allowed us to genuinely communicate as we participated in the implementation of
Keeping Equity in Mind. However, this type of authentic interaction did not happen
immediately. Johnson and Christensen (2008) described a possible weakness of the
participant-as-observer approach is participants may not act completely natural knowing
they are being observed. This was apparent in my first observation of teachers planning at
Johnson Elementary. A member of the team made several comments about “being a team
player” and “anything that is good for the team is good for me,” which were clearly
directed at me (and the audio-recorder); however, by the time we began planning their
first cycle of inquiry, she no longer made such comments.

Another benefit to this approach is | was able to elicit feedback on the process of
implementing Keeping Equity in Mind in real time. | was able to observe first-hand what
was working and what was not. In addition, | was able to ask participants in the moment
what they needed in order to be more successful in implementing a cycle of inquiry in
order to help them design targeted instruction for their focal students.

| believe the role of participant-as-observer allowed me to work hand-in-hand
with the teacher participants to identify pitfalls and shortcomings of implementing

Keeping Equity in Mind. In order to address issues of bias, I allowed participants to
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member check transcripts of observations and interviews in order to comment, correct, or
add additional thoughts to their previous comments (Creswell, 2007).

Sample Selection

The preliminary field test of this study was designed using convenience sampling
techniques. Researchers use convenience samples when “they include in their sample
people who are available or volunteer or can be easily recruited and are willing to
participate in the research study” (Johnson & Christensen, 2008, p. 238). One limitation
to convenience sampling is researchers are unable to make generalizations based on the
data they gather, because the sample they have selected is likely not representational of
the greater population. However, because the purpose of the preliminary field test in a
R&D cycle is to gather preliminary data in the usefulness of the product—not make
generalizations about a particular population—I believe a convenience sample was
appropriate.

The main field test of this study was designed using purposive sampling, which
allows researchers to select “individuals and sites for study because they can purposefully
inform an understanding of the research problem and central phenomenon in the study”
(Creswell, 2007, p. 125). In purposive sampling, researchers determine the characteristics
desired for their sample, and then locate individuals with those characteristics (Johnson &
Christensen, 2008). In this study, a purposive sample of elementary and secondary
teachers in Middleton School District was selected. Criteria for the sample selection were
twofold: (a) teachers were currently teaching in the elementary or secondary grade levels

in Middleton School District, and (b) teachers had participated in formal equity training
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either at their school sites or through district-wide equity training (see chapter 4 for
specific sample demographics).

Research Questions

In an attempt to help support educators in continuing equity work beyond the end
of their professional development training, | designed the handbook, Keeping Equity in
Mind: A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in Order to
Sustain Equity Work, which focuses on the use of a cycle of inquiry to guide their work
when planning lessons for their classrooms. This handbook supported educators in
planning for equitable academic outcomes for all of their students, because it focuses on
targeting instruction for focal students in order to better design learning objectives for
students who have fallen into the academic gap. The primary research question this study
aims to answer is: How useful is the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for
Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work,
in building teacher efficacy in regard to teaching their students of color? The handbook
is intended to provide support by helping educators understand the cycle of inquiry and
how to properly choose and focus on focal students as they plan their weekly lessons. The
following questions are secondary questions that guided the evaluation of the handbook:

1. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in supporting educators in explicitly
thinking of their students of color as they plan their weekly lessons?

2. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping educators build stronger
relationships with their students of color?

3. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping teacher leaders engage
students of color?

4. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in building teacher efficacy in regard to
teaching students of color?
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5. What are the participants’ perceptions of the handbook’s content, and
usability?

6. What suggestions do the educational leaders have for the improvement of this
handbook?

By allowing these research questions to guide my work, I gained insight into the
usefulness of the handbook | created in affecting how educators think about their students
of color as they plan their weekly lessons. It is my hope that the use of this handbook will
become part of a planning routine for educators to ensure their continued commitment to
teaching equitably in their classrooms. These questions helped guide revisions to the
handbook in order to ensure the final version took into account the input from those who
participated in its creation.

Research Design

After evaluating several research design options for my dissertation work, | came
to the conclusion, along with Bridges and Hallinger (1995), that PBL provides
“opportunities for practitioners to develop the capacity to apply knowledge from theory
and research to problems of policy or practice” (p. 116), and therefore, was the best
methodology for the work | was setting out to accomplish. | was especially intrigued by
the notion that my research, designed using the PBL process, would not merely be a
means to an end, a mere requirement for completing a doctorate degree, but rather would
have actual value in the work | plan to do in the future.

PBL

Because the goal of Ed.D. programs is “to apply knowledge from theory and

research to problems of policy or practice” (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995, p. 116), it makes

sense that students pursuing an Ed.D. select a methodology that employs both academic
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and practical goals. The PBL model allows doctoral students to identify research
questions that relate directly to problems of educational policy and/or practice—problems
with which they are familiar because they are struggling with them every day in the work
they do. I believe the model that lends itself most readily to the pursuit of PBL is the
R&D cycle (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995). Once a problem in practice has been identified,
the researcher reviews the pertinent literature; following a review of the literature, the
researcher designs and field tests a product. During this stage of the PBL project, the
researcher will develop, field test, and revise a preliminary form of their product. In the
final development stages of the product, the researcher conducts a main field test, collects
both summative and formative assessment data on the effectiveness of the product, and,
finally, makes any necessary revisions to the product to increase its overall effectiveness
in addressing the problem of practice (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995).

Educational Research and Development [R&D] is an industry-based development
model in which the findings of research are used to design new products and
procedures, which then are systematically field tested, evaluated, and refined until
they meet specified criteria of effectiveness, quality, or similar standards . . . it has
great promise for improving education because it involves a close connection
between systematic program evaluation and program development. (Borg & Gall,
2003, pp. 569-570)
In the next section, | describe the steps of the R&D cycle, and discuss what 1 did
at each stage of the process.
R&D Cycle

The R&D cycle is a 10-step process used to convert research findings into

products and/or programs which can be used in the field of education (Borg & Gall,



2003; Bridges & Hallinger, 1995; Lorenz & Pichert, 1989). Table 6 outlines the steps of

the R&D process.

Table 6

The R&D Process

Step

Activities

Research and Information Gathering

Preliminary Literature Review
Small-Scale Research

Planning

Develop Initial Description of the Product
Determine Target Audience
Continue Literature Review

Develop Preliminary Form of Product

Develop the Problem Scenario
Develop Prototype of the Product

Preliminary Field Testing

“Dry-Run” with a Group that is Similar to Target Group

Main Product Revision

Product Revision is Based on Formative Feedback

Main Field Testing

Implement New Product
Collect Data on Implementation

Operational Product Revision

Revision Based on Analysis of Data Collected
Formative Data Helps Determine How to Improve Product
Summative Data Helps Determine if the Product is Valuable

Operational Field Testing

Determine if the product is ready to use in schools
Begin to prepare others to use tool in school settings

Final Product Revision

Collect additional data from educators using the tool

Dissemination and Implementation

Making product available to other educators
Publication of product

Source: Bridges & Hallinger (1995)

Step 1: Research and information gathering.

e Define educational problem or need the product will address

e Conduct preliminary literature review

e Informally interview administrators, teachers, and/or others knowledgeable

about the problem
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Step 1, research and information gathering, was accomplished through my review
of the literature regarding the causes for the racial achievement gap as well as my review
of the literature regarding professional development models and their effects on changing
teacher practice. This process began in August 2011 and continued into May 2012. In
addition, I have had several conversations with teacher leaders and administrators over
the past 10 years regarding the difficulty encountered when trying to sustain equity work
in schools and classrooms when formal equity training has ended. For the purposes of
this study, | reconnected with Julien Phillips, the Vice Chair and Secretary of the
organization, Partners in School Innovation.

Informally, I have been involved in this step of the process throughout my entire
teaching career. | have worked in Title I schools for the past 11 years; most of which
have been spent diligently working to close the achievement gap in my own classroom. |
have participated in numerous professional development activities dealing with equity
and teaching to improve the educational outcomes for students of color. | have
experienced firsthand how frustrating it becomes when formal equity training ends, and
one is left to fend for oneself while trying to continue the work begun in a training
session or workshop. | have, all too often, seen the efforts of educators to continue equity,
work once training has ended, become too frustrating and, therefore, abandoned. In an
attempt to help educators, including myself, continue to teach with equity in mind, the

development of this handbook became the focus of my doctoral work.
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Step 2: Planning objectives, learning activities, and small-scale testing.

e Develop description of the product including an introduction, statement of the
problem, and learning objectives

e Determine the target audience and venue for testing the product

e Develop formal research proposal

In order to complete step 2 of the R&D model, in April 2012, | began to write an
initial draft of the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind. | defined the problem, as discussed
in chapter 1 of this dissertation, and determined the best way to support educators in
continuing equity work in their classrooms is through the use of focal students and a
cycle of inquiry. At that time, | also identified the target audience as educators who are
dedicated to supporting their students through continued equity work as well as the
administrators who support them. Both administrators and teachers will have valuable
insight into how this product can be revised to better meet the needs of teachers in the
field. Additionally, I determined Johnson Elementary and Sunset High School would be
the venues for conducting the main field test of the handbook in order to gather data to
support operational revisions.

Step 3: Develop preliminary form of the product.

¢ Develop prototype of the product

In April 2012, | began drafting the first draft of Keeping Equity in Mind. I used
the information gathered in my literature review as well as the conversations | had with
educational administrators and teacher leaders regarding sustaining equity work to guide
my initial development of the handbook. | also submitted a draft the handbook to my

doctoral advisor for advice and feedback on possible additions to improve the initial
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product. While at the conclusion of step 3, a preliminary draft of Keeping Equity in Mind
was completed, it was not until after the preliminary and main field tests that the
handbook received more substantial revisions.

Steps 4 and 5: Preliminary field test and main product revision.

e Conduct a “dry run” to gather initial feedback from members of the target
audience

¢ Data obtained in the preliminary field test is used to make revisions to the
product

In September 2013, | conducted a preliminary field test which included 3
administrators, 2 TOSAs (teachers on special assignment) dedicated to equity work in
their district, and 5 teachers in Middleton School District (three of which participated in
the main field test). The participants previewed Keeping Equity in Mind and made
suggestions regarding its possible usefulness. | gathered preliminary data through
conversations with the participants as well as collecting anecdotal data written by the
participants regarding their opinions of the product. Once | gathered the initial data, I
used the findings to determine the main product revisions to the handbook before
beginning the main field test.

Three of the participants in the preliminary field test also took part in the main field
test in order to ensure they had the opportunity to help design the handbook to meet the
specific needs of their classrooms. It was my hope that by allowing the participants of the
main field test to participate in the initial preview of the product (as well as others not
participating in the main field test) they would feel as though they were part of the

creation of the handbook, which made their participation in this process more authentic.
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Step 6: Main field test.

e Implement the revised product and gather data regarding its implementation

The product was main field tested by three fifth grade teachers at Johnson
Elementary, a Title | elementary school, and three secondary teachers at Sunset High
School. Both schools are in the Middleton School District. White and Asian students at
Johnson Elementary have met standard on state assessments consistently; however Black
and Latino students have not. In addition, English Language Learners and students
identified with specific learning differences based on their Individualized Education
Plans (IEPs) have not met standard based on their performance on state assessments.

The principal of Johnson Elementary, Sharon, has been there for 7 years and was
placed at Johnson in order to “turn the school around” both academically and socially (at
the time of her placement, the staff of Johnson was merging with the staff of another
elementary school in the district due to school closures). It was her mission to help unify
the two staffs while simultaneously raising the achievement of all students, especially
those of color, in her building. I spoke to Sharon on several occasions regarding equity
work at Johnson. At the time of the preliminary field test, she was participating with a
group of principals in a book group reading and discussing Courageous Conversations
(Singleton & Linton, 2006). Some members of the staff at Johnson Elementary had
participated in equity workshops and trainings in previous years; however, future equity
training is uncertain due to financial restrictions recently placed on professional
development. For these reasons, Johnson Elementary was a suitable site for field testing

my handbook, because the teachers there had experienced professional development in
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the area of equity and were now expected to continue the work without any formal
support.

In addition to working with participants at Johnson Elementary, three secondary
teachers at Sunset High School agreed to participate in the study. Sunset High School, a
4-year high school/college transition program in Middleton School District, is dedicated
to preparing its students for college classes by transitioning them into college classes
through the Pathways to College Program. Many students at Sunset participate in
Sunset’s College Extended Options program by enrolling in classes at the local
community college as well as those at the high school concurrently. The principal of
Sunset High School, Dan, expressed interest in participating in the study. He and several
teachers from his site had just completed formal equity training, and he was wondering
how he could support his teachers in transitioning from theory to practice. He invited me
to meet with three of his teachers resulting in their participation in this study.

The participants of the study selected focal students, participated in one to two
cycles of inquiry, and evaluated the handbook in order determine its usefulness in
supporting teachers with equity work in their classrooms. Formative and summative data
were collected during the main field test through interviews, surveys, and observations.
The data collected was analyzed in order to inform ways in which the product could be
improved during the operational product revision stage of the R&D cycle (Bridges &

Hallinger, 1995).
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Step 7: Operational product revision.

¢ Revise handbook based on the analysis of the formative and summative data
gathered

Following the main field test, | conducted operational product revisions to
Keeping Equity in Mind in order to support the needs of educational leaders. | did an
operational product revision based on the data, both summative and formative, | collected
from the main field test.

Steps 8-10: Operational product testing, final product revision, and
dissemination and implementation. Steps 8-10 of the R&D methodology are beyond
the scope of this dissertation project. Bridges and Hallinger (1995) suggested students
working toward obtaining their Ed.D should participate in steps 1-7; leaving steps 8-10 to
the discretion of the student. Should I decide, following the completion of the dissertation
process, to pursue further testing, revision, and implementation (steps 8-10), it would
occur outside of the timeline for this project.

Data Collection

While the need for sustained professional development in the area of equity has
been deemed a priority in order to close the achievement gap (Darling-Hammond, 2007;
DeCuir & Dixson, 2004; Gay, 2000; Howard, 2006), it is clear among those participating
in equity training across districts that once the professional development has ended,
educational leaders are left with little or nothing with which to support continued equity
work with their staffs. In addition, while the literature agrees professional development
opportunities should be sustained over longer periods of time, collaborative in nature and

grounded in inquiry (Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Little, 2001; McLaughlin &
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Zarrow, 2001), there is little research that illustrates how this might be done once formal
professional development opportunities have ended.

This section discusses the concept of a research paradigm and how it is important
for all researchers to determine from which paradigm they will be conducting their
research before they begin conducting their research. | then discuss the critical theory
paradigm of research, the constructivist theory in particular, and why | decided to design
my PBL project using a constructivist approach to the R&D development cycle in order
to determine the usefulness of the tool | developed. Finally, this section ends with a
detailed description of the data collection methods | used while gathering data in order to
revise and improve upon the original product in order to meet the need of educational
leaders and teacher leaders committed to continuing the work of equity as they set out to
meet the academic needs of all of their students.

Research Paradigm

A paradigm is a set of beliefs held by individuals or groups that guide action. It is
important to clarify that a research paradigm is a set of beliefs that guide inquiry into an
area of interest for the researcher (Johnson & Christensen, 2008). “Paradigm issues are
crucial: no inquirer . . . ought to go about the business of inquiry without being clear
about just what paradigm informs and guides his or her approach” (Guba & Lincoln,
1994, p. 116). According to Guba (1990), paradigms can be characterized by the manner
in which their supporters answer the following ontological, epistemological, and
methodological questions:

(1) Ontological: what is the nature of the “knowable”? Or what is the nature of
“reality”? (2) Epistemological: what is the nature of the relationship between the
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knower (the inquirer) and the known (or knowable)? and (3) Methodological:
How should the inquirer go about finding out knowledge? (p. 18)?

Examining these questions allows researchers to determine from which paradigm
they will develop research questions, engage in gathering participants and data, and
analyze data in their studies. A researcher operating from a positivist or post-positivist
approach is more interested in finding the truth through primarily quantitative measures
while researchers working from within the constructivist or critical theory paradigms
recognize there is not a “truth” to be found and are more interested in human interactions
and how the truth in constructed through experience (Guba, 1990). When considering the
examination of a handbook designed to support teacher leaders in their continued
commitment to equity through the use of inquiry, it is appropriate that research be
designed using either a critical theory or constructivist paradigm.

The critical theory paradigm recognizes that values enter into every inquiry, and
therefore, it is necessary to determine whose values (those of the researcher or those of
the participants) will govern. Because values enter into every inquiry, it can be concluded
that all inquiries, in essence, become political acts (Guba, 1990). The aspect of the critical
theory paradigm that sets it apart from the others is its commitment to agency and
transformation of participants so that they can act upon the world in a different, more
empowered manner. While the aim of those conducting research from within the critical
theory paradigm is the “critique and transformation of the social, political, cultural,
economic, ethnic, and gender structures that constrain and exploit humankind” (Guba &
Lincoln, 1994, p. 113). I would argue that before one can challenge systems of inequity,

one must become privy to their role in perpetuating such inequities.
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My hope is, through the implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind, participants
will act upon the world in a more critically informed manner; that is, they will become
empowered to teach in a manner that will begin to close the achievement gap, thus
transforming the educational system (their classrooms) from an institution that
traditionally treats its students of color inequitably to one that consistently analyzes its
role in perpetuating the achievement gap, and in doing so, is able to think critically about
how to transform practices of inequity.

Constructivists agree with critical theorists that all inquiry is seen through a
“value window” (Guba, 1990, p. 25). If research is to be done assessing the effectiveness
of a handbook designed to support educators in continued equity work and inquiry once
formal professional development has ended, it is essential that researchers embarking on
this work do so through a paradigm that recognizes the influence of bias and values on
the development and results of research studies. In addition, constructivists believe
ontologically that research is the means by which human constructions become better
informed, and therefore, more sophisticated (Guba & Lincoln, 1994). Furthermore, the
constructivist inquirer is not seen as the informed intellectual as in the critical theory
paradigm. Rather, the constructivist inquirer is seen as “orchestrator and facilitator of the
inquiry process” (Guba & Lincoln, 1994, p. 114). Because my research focuses on the
effectiveness of my handbook to support educators, | believe a constructivist approach is
appropriate.

As a facilitator in the R&D process, | was able to support educators in the process

of designing a cycle of inquiry in order to meet the needs of their students of color, thus
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supporting them through a transformation of practice. | believe that together, the
participants in this study and I set the foundation for continued equity work in their
classrooms.

In addition, in an attempt to develop a more productive connection between
research, theory, and practice, | decided to conduct my research using Bridge and
Hallinger’s (1995) PBL model as the framework for the design of my research. The PBL
model is appropriate for the research | conducted as it does not view the dissertation
process as one that is merely an academic requirement to fulfilling an EdD program, but,
rather, it considers the research conducted in an EdD dissertation as having “instrumental
value in [the researcher’s] future work™ (p. 116).

Because teaching for equity is something that extends well beyond the completion
of this dissertation, it is important that | develop a handbook that can be used to support
educational leaders in the continuation of equity work in their classrooms. For this
reason, | agree with Bridges and Hallinger (1995) that a PBL approach is most
appropriate for my research goals. While designing research using a PBL model, |
developed a product for educational leaders to use in order to ensure they are continuing
equity work in their classrooms. | did this by using the R&D model described by Borg
and Gall (2003).

Data Collection Strategies

Preliminary field test data collection for this study began in September 2013. It

included 10 participants representing teachers, administrators, TOSAs, and an

instructional coach. The preliminary field test participants read the handbook and
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provided preliminary data regarding their perceived usefulness of the handbook through
making marginal notes in the handbook as they read it. In addition, | during the
preliminary field test, | engaged in informal conversations with the participants regarding
their thoughts of the preliminary form of the product.

Main field test data collection for this study began in January 2014 which
included a pre-interview of each participant and a pre-observation of lesson planning at
Johnson Elementary. In February 2014, an observation of the actual planning of two
cycles of inquiry took place at Johnson Elementary, and an observation of one planning
meeting took place at Sunset High School. In March 2014, at the conclusion of the study,
all participants participated in a final interview and completed a survey regarding their
perceived usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind.

Anonymity and Confidentiality

While this study is not about human subjects, rather it is measuring the usefulness
of the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, ensuring anonymity and confidentiality of
participants is still a central component to ethical research methods (Creswell, 2007;
Johnson & Christensen, 2008). All participants signed a consent form agreeing to
participate in the interviews and surveys and acknowledged they understood they were
allowed to leave the study at any time (Appendix A). | assured the participants | would
safeguard the data collected through the use of pseudonyms for each of the participants as
well as for the district in which they work. This study is focused on determining the

usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind and not on the participants themselves.
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Interview Protocol

Interviews were chosen as a data collection technique to obtain in-depth
information about the participants’ thoughts regarding the usefulness of Keeping Equity
in Mind. An interview is a useful data collection tool because it “permits open-ended
exploration of topics and elicits responses that are couched in the unique words of the
respondents” (Borg & Gall, 2003, p. 223). One of the benefits to qualitative interviews,
with an open-ended interview approach, is the researcher is open to all possible answers;
there are not any right or wrong answers, and all responses are relevant (Schensul,
Schensul, & LeCompte, 1999). In addition, qualitative interviews allow researchers to
clarify responses and provide opportunities for the researcher to ask follow-up questions
when responses are vague.

Limitations to the qualitative interview include difficulty in standardizing the
interview process and the fact that anonymity cannot be achieved for participants being
interviewed (Borg & Gall, 2003). In order to account for these limitations, | designed an
interview protocols (Appendices A and B) using the interview guide approach (Johnson
& Christensen, 2008), which ensures all participants are asked the same open-ended
questions. In order to address the issue of anonymity, I guaranteed the participants’
identities would not be revealed in my report of the data through the use of pseudonyms
for each of the participants and the school districts in which they work.

For the purposes of this study, each participant was interviewed before and
following the main field test. The equity interview (Appendix B) data served as baseline

data to determine how efficacious the participants felt regarding teaching students of
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color in their classroom after participating in equity training, and prior to implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind. The final interview protocol (Appendix C) served to
demonstrate if there was a change in how the participants felt regarding their ability to
teach their students of color equitably following the implementation of Keeping Equity in
Mind.

| used a combination of informal conversational interviews and interviews
designed using the interview guide approach. Using a combination of the two, | was able
to explore all leads that emerged in the conversational interviews as well as ensure |
asked all participants a similar set of questions. In doing both, participants were able to
guide the discussion on one hand while ensuring certain topics got discussed on the other
(Johnson & Christensen, 2008).

All of the initial equity interviews and the final interviews were done in person.
Each participant determined the location of the interviews. The purpose of the initial
equity and final interviews was to determine if teachers felt more efficacious teaching
their students of color following the implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind. In
addition, the final interview served to allow participants the opportunity to voice their
opinions regarding the usefulness of the handbook.

The data gathered through the interviews helped to determine what aspects of the
handbook needed revision and which areas were most useful. All interviews were audio-
taped and transcribed to ensure | captured exactly what each participant was conveying
and to diminish bias on the part of the researcher. Once the interviews were transcribed, |

read the transcripts multiple times in their entirety in order to “immerse [myself] in the
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details, trying to get a sense of the interview as a whole before breaking it into parts”
(Agar, 1980, p. 103). I wrote marginal memos (e.g., phrases, recurring ideas) in order to
facilitate the emergence of themes or categories that were presented in the data (Creswell,
2007). The emergent categories became codes for organizing and analyzing the data. |
open coded the data in order to ensure it was “reflect[ing] the view of the participants”
(Creswell, 2007, p. 152) rather than using prefigured codes. Finally, in order to ensure |
captured the participants’ authentic voice, | used the technique of member check
(Creswell, 2007). I sent a copy of the transcripts to each of the participants, so they could
read the interview and add, detract, or clarify anything they felt did not come across as
they meant.

Observation Protocol

Observations are used in qualitative research to allow researchers the opportunity
to formulate their own interpretation of what is occurring (Borg & Gall, 2003). The
observations in this study were naturalistic observations, or observations done in the “real
world” (p. 211). Prior to introducing Keeping Equity in Mind, | observed (see Appendix
D for observation protocol) a planning meeting at Johnson Elementary in order to see the
frequency with which particular students of color were discussed by the three teachers. |
also observed planning meetings during the implementation of the handbook in order to
see if, in fact, the handbook affected the way in which the participants planned their
lessons. In addition, | observed one planning meeting at Sunset High School. | took
extensive field notes during and immediately following each observation to ensure |

captured accurate accounts of what | witnessed. The observations were also audio-taped
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and transcribed in order to ensure authenticity. | gathered this data in a pre- and post-
observational setting, at Johnson Elementary, in order to analyze if there was any change
in the types of discussions teachers were having following the implementation of the tool.

All observational data were logged in a field journal, audio-taped, transcribed and
analyzed in an attempt to identify themes and patterns that arose during the planning
meetings. In addition, the observation data collected at Johnson was used to determine if
there was a change in teachers’ practices before and during the implementation of
Keeping Equity in Mind.

Survey Protocol

Each participant completed a survey (Appendix E) following the completion of
the study. The purpose of the survey was to allow the participants an opportunity to give
their thoughts regarding the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind. It allowed the
participants to answer a variety of standardized questions regarding the handbook’s
design, usability, and overall importance to the field of education. The survey was sent
out to each participant electronically via SurveyMonkey.com.

Data Analysis

It is common for qualitative researchers to alternate between data collection and
data analysis early on in a given research study (Johnson & Christensen, 2008). Miles and
Huberman (1994) described this process as interim analysis: the cyclical process of
collecting and analyzing data. | believe interim data analysis lends itself well to the R&D
design process, because it allows researchers to “develop a successively deeper

understanding of their research topic and to guide each round of data collection”
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(Johnson & Christensen, 2008, p. 531). In this section, I discuss how | used interim data
analysis to guide my research. In addition, I discuss how I analyzed my final findings in
order to determine the next steps for the revision of the handbook.

In qualitative research, data analysis consists of preparing and organizing data for
analysis in order to identify themes in the data collected in a given research study
(Creswell, 2007). In order to properly analyze the data collected in this study, | began to
interpret the data | collected as I collected it; that is, | used the data I collected in the
preliminary stages of my study to guide future steps. | began coding, categorizing the
data, and identifying relationships, or themes in the data, in order to begin to organize the
data. All the while, I was interpreting the data | had collected in order to determine how
data collection in the next steps of the study should proceed (Johnson & Christensen,
2008).

| agree with Creswell’s (2007) notion of “lean coding” (p. 152)—beginning with
a short list of themes from the data and then expanding that list as the researcher
continually reviews their collection of data. From my observations, interviews, and
surveys, | compiled an initial list of themes, and from there, | coded the data according to
category. As | continued to review the data, | revised the codes and added additional
categories as needed. | believe beginning with a smaller list of codes allowed me to focus
more clearly on the larger themes evolving from the research in order to see the big

picture more clearly.



69

In addition to lean coding, | used memoing (Creswell, 2007) as | initially
analyzed the data I gathered. Memoing, the practice of taking reflective notes on what
one is learning from the data as one analyzes it, allows researchers to recognize emerging
themes and patterns as well as postulate possible next steps. In addition, through
memoing early on in the process of data collection, | was able to recognize gaps in my
data collection, which allowed me to analyze the need for further data collection in a
certain area before the research was concluded.

All interviews and observations were recorded and transcribed in order to ensure |
captured exactly what all participants said. Audiotaping interviews and observations is an
effective practice in collecting data, because it allows researchers to replay events as
many times as necessary to appropriately code and quantify the number of times certain
themes emerge (Borg & Gall, 2003).

Validation

Qualitative researchers strive for “understanding,” that deep structure of
knowledge that comes from visiting personally with participants, spending extensive time
in the field, and probing to obtain detailed meanings. During or after a study, qualitative
researchers ask, “Did we get it right?”” (Creswell, 2007, p. 201).

In order to check the accuracy of my study, | used the following validation
strategies:

1. Triangulation: This study included multiple methods of data collection (i.e.,
interview, observation, and survey) in order to corroborate its findings (Borg
& Gall, 2003; Creswell, 2007; Guba & Lincoln, 1994; Johnson & Christensen,
2008). Triangulation “often can unearth patterns as responses, items, events,
or themes from various sources of data [which] begin to corroborate one
another” (LeCompte & Schensul, 1999, p. 102). When emerging themes in the
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data were complementarity, | was able to elaborate or enhance the information
| gathered using one data collection method with data I collected using
another. For instance, when participants reported leaving equity training with
little to no practical applications for their classrooms in the initial interview, |
was able to elaborate and corroborate this phenomenon while observing and
participating in the development of their cycles of inquiry.

2. Clarifying Researcher Bias: It is important researchers are transparent
regarding their bias in research studies (Creswell, 2007). For this reason, prior
to the beginning of the study, | met with the participants in order to be upfront
about my assumptions regarding equity training and its limitations in regard to
practical teaching applications. | explained to the participants that | had, in my
first years of teaching, gone through the process of selecting focal students
and designing targeted lessons through the use of a cycle of inquiry. I clearly
stated that my assumption was the process worked, which is why | designed
the handbook. | explained what I anticipated my role in the study would be
that of participant-as-observer—I would be engaged in the planning and
designing of each cycle of inquiry, and | planned to be a resource to the
teachers as they planned lessons.

3. Member Checking: Lincoln and Guba, (1985) described member checking as
“the most critical technique for establishing credibility” (p. 314) in qualitative
research. Member checking involves allowing the participants in a study to
review data, analyses, interpretations and conclusions in order to give them
the opportunity to examine the researcher’s findings, which gives them the
opportunity to provide “alternative language, critical observations or
[different] interpretations” (Creswell, 2007, p. 209). Following each
interview, | sent the participants the transcripts to their interviews
electronically, so they could have the opportunity to clarify their thinking.

Work Plan

Table 7 highlights the work plan that drove this research.
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Table 7
Work Plan
Month Activity Stage of Product
Development
Determined product would be a handbook for teacher Step 1: Research and
leaders and their administrators to support continued Information Gathering
August 2011- . . .
May 2012 equity work in the classroom once formal equity
y training had ended
Conducted review of the literature
Defined the problem to be addressed by the handbook: Step 2: Planning
April 2012 continued equity support for educational leaders Objectives, Learning
P Determine the target audience: teacher leaders and the | Activities, and Small-
administrators who support them Scale Testing
Began the first draft of Keeping Equity in Mind based Step 3: Develop
April 2012 on the information gathered in steps 1 & 2 Preliminary Form of the
Product
Participants from Johnson Elementary as well as Step 4: Preliminary
several other administrators, counselors, and teachers Field Testing
participated in a preliminary “dry-run” field test of the
September 2013 product. They reviewed the handbook and offered
insight to possible revisions prior to the main field test
Collected data to facilitate revision of product prior to
conducting the main field test
October- Revised handbook based on preliminary feedback Step 5: Main Product
December 2013 Revision
Met with participants participating in the main field test | Step 6:
Conducted initial interviews with participants Main Field Test
January 2013 e Conducted observations of planning meetings prior to
and during implementation of the tool
Conducted final interviews and survey regarding the
effectiveness of the tool
February-March Analyzed data Step 6: Main Field Test
2014
March 2014 Determined revisions to be made based on the data Step 7: Operational
collected in during the main field test Product Revisions
April 2014 Finished writing of dissertation
May 2, 2014 Defended Dissertation
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Chapter Summary

This chapter explained the reasons why | chose to design this study using PBL
employing the R&D cycle, and how this process lends itself well to educational research.
It highlighted the PBL process and briefly described what I did at each stage of the
development process. In addition, it discussed the data collection strategies employed in
this research study as well as how the data were analyzed. Finally, it concluded with a
timeline of the data collection process. Chapter 4 discusses the data collected and its
analysis in relation to the research questions guiding this study in further detail. In
addition, Chapter 4 discusses the preliminary and main field testing and the main and

operational product revisions made to the handbook as a result of the data collected.
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CHAPTER IV
DATA ANALYSIS
Chapter Overview

This research study is based on determining the usefulness of the handbook,
Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teachers to Use While Planning Their Lessons in
Order to Sustain Equity Work. The purpose for the handbook is to guide teacher leaders
in the pursuit of implementing equitable teaching practices in their classrooms once
formal equity training has ended in their school districts. In my experience, and the
experience of those participating in this study, equity training is transformative—it leaves
those who participate changed and inspired to take on the challenge of closing the
achievement gap for students of color in their classrooms. However, those participating in
equity training often find themselves at a loss once training has ended in identifying
equitable teaching practices they can implement in their classrooms. For this reason,
teacher leaders and administrators would benefit from a handbook designed to help them
identify focal students, plan engaging lessons, gather pre-, post- and formative data to
drive instruction, and build strong relationships with their students of color in order to
increase their engagement.

This study was driven by my experience teaching in California, where | saw
teachers, myself included, engage in inquiry and begin to close the achievement gap one
student at a time. Because we focused on particular students of color, intentionally built

stronger relationships with them, and planned lessons that were engaging and motivating,
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we saw steady gains in the academic performance of those students. While we were
focusing our instruction on our focal students specifically, we saw academic growth with
all our students. The targeted, engaging instruction we were designing for our focal
students was increasing engagement for all the students in our classes. We attributed this
to the ripple effect (Kidd & Congdon, 2007)—as a result of a single action (planning
lessons specifically for focal students), we saw incremental academic growth for the
majority of our students.

This chapter begins with a review of the research questions that guided this study.
In addition, it discusses the goals of the study as well as the development and
implementation of the PBL Project. | highlight the actions | took at each of the seven
steps of the R&D cycle (Borg & Gall, 2003), and finally, this chapter ends with an
analysis of the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind in supporting teachers while they
continue equity work in their classrooms.

Review of the Research Questions and Goals

This study is theoretically grounded in Bridges’ and Hallinger’s (1995) PBL and
Borg and Gall’s (2003) R&D process. The purpose of this study is to determine the
usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind to teacher leaders as they attempt to continue
equity work in their classrooms once formal equity training has ended. This study was
designed using the first seven steps of the R&D process, which includes a number of data
collection procedures utilized in order to determine areas of strength and weakness in

regard to the usability of the handbook.
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Through implementing steps 1-7 of the R&D process, | was able to develop, field
test, and refine Keeping Equity in Mind, so it can be most useful in supporting teacher
leaders who are continuing equity work in their classrooms as well as administrators who
are attempting to support them. By gathering data regarding the usefulness of this
handbook, I was able to revise Keeping Equity in Mind to meet the specific needs of
teacher leaders in the field—this study provides the field of education with a tested
product that is ready for operational use in schools.
Review of the Research Questions

The following primary and secondary research questions guided the development

of this study.

Table 8

Primary and Secondary Research Questions

Primary Research Question

How useful is the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While
Planning Their Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work, in building teacher efficacy in regard to
teaching their students of color?

Secondary Research Questions

1. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in supporting educators in explicitly thinking of their
students of color as they plan their weekly lessons?

2. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping educators build stronger relationships with their
students of color?

3. How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping teacher leaders engage students of color?
4. What are the participants’ perceptions of the handbook’s content and usability?

5. What suggestions do the educational leaders have for the improvement of this handbook?
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Useful is defined as practical information that is easily applied in the everyday
practices of teacher leaders. In addition, useful is defined as whether or not the handbook
meets the teacher leaders’ current needs in continuing equity work in their classrooms.
Review of Research Goals

The goals of this study were twofold: (a) to determine the usefulness of the
handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, in supporting teacher leaders as they continue equity
work in their classrooms once formal equity training has ended; and (b) to provide
teacher leaders and administrators with a product that has been field tested and is ready
for operational use in their school sites and/or classrooms. The goals of this study were
achieved by designing and conducting a preliminary field test of the handbook in order to
gather information to guide the main product revision of the product to meet the specific
needs of teacher leaders attempting to close the achievement gap in their classrooms.
Following the preliminary field test and main product revisions, the handbook was field
tested again (main field test) in order to get further data on the usefulness of the tool in
order to make operational revisions to the product to better meet the needs of those
participating, and, ultimately, those who might use it in the future. In the next section, |
discuss the specific activities | implemented in completing the first seven steps of the
R&D process.

Development and Implementation of the PBL Project

Step 1: Research and Information Collecting

The initial step in the R&D process is identifying a problem or set of issues which

will be addressed by the product developed by the researcher (Bridges & Hallinger,
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1995). After spending the first years of my teaching career at Cole Elementary, racial
equity in the classroom was at the forefront of my mind. As | began applying for teaching
jobs in Oregon, | was surprised how little | was asked regarding the academic
achievement gap for students of color. I planned to share the success we had had in CA
during my interviews, but much to my dismay, no one asked. | realized the districts | was
applying to did not have an equity mindset, nor did they plan to hire teachers who taught
through an equity lens. I hoped once I got to the school site where | was hired, it would
be different; | hoped to hear the buzz of teachers discussing the racial equity gap and
what they were doing to specifically support the academic growth of their students of
color. I hoped to see teachers analyzing the data of the academic performance of their
students of color, and | hoped to jump in right where | left off at Cole. It became clear
right away that | was a fish out of water.

| spent the next several years talking informally with teachers about race and how
it affects the way we teach our students of color. | would discuss privilege and how it
affects our lives as White individuals and how it affects the lives of those of color. |
spoke of my experience at Cole Elementary and shared my trials and successes in the
work we did to begin to close the academic achievement gap for students of color. These
lunchtime conversations began to become more frequent with certain teachers; especially
when Johnson Elementary’s students of color were not meeting standard at the same rate
as their White and Asian peers several years in a row. | could see some teachers at

Johnson wanted to talk about race; clearly, others did not.
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In the 6 years | have taught at Johnson, the achievement gap has become a more
common discussion. Teachers in the district are now participating in equity training
through participation in Taking it Up, a 2-day seminar focused on
helping educators, school board leaders, and community members deepen their
understanding of the institutionalized racist barriers that hinder elimination of
Oregon’s racial achievement disparities. This focus working on the inside out will
challenge participants to step out of their comfort zone and create new entry
points for becoming aware of, understanding, and interrupting inequitable policies
and practices in our schools. Oregon Center for Educational Equity, n.d., para.1)

As a result of participating in Taking it Up, participants can expect to

¢ Better understand how one’s identity affects how they teach and lead

e Understand Oregon’s racial history and how it affects racial achievement
disparities

¢ Define race, racism, oppression, and white privilege and how it is
institutionalized in Oregon’s schools

e Discuss how racism has affected the learning outcomes of students of color

e Develop an action plan for discussing the effects of racism on student
achievement on a school-wide level.

At this point, participation in Taking it Up is voluntary, though the district hopes to train
all of its teachers in the next several years. The problem, however, is once the training
has ended, the participants do not have an action plan for how to begin to address these
inequities in their classrooms.

Therefore, when asked by my doctoral advisor to identify a problem in the field of
education, | immediately thought of the need of a product teachers could use to address
the inequities they discuss in equity training through equitable teaching. | decided to
design a handbook that would give educators step-by-step instructions on how to focus

on their students of color as they planned their lessons. My next action was to ask the
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question: does this product answer the salient questions set forth by Borg and Gall
(2003), and therefore, meet the requirements for a R&D project based in PBL? Table 9
outlines the four salient questions and how they helped determine the appropriateness of
designing a handbook to support teacher leaders in continued equity work.

Once the four salient questions set forth by Borg and Gall (2003) had been
appropriately addressed, | knew the product I planned to design would, indeed, meet a
need in the field of education to support teacher leaders as they set out to continue equity
work in their classrooms once formal equity training in their districts had ended. This
product answers the question | have heard many teachers ask once formal equity training
has ended, “What now?”

Small-scale research. Once the topic of the handbook had been determined, |
began to conduct small-scale research, which includes, “observations in schools and
interviews with practitioners and researchers who are knowledgeable about the problem”
(Bridges & Hallinger, 1995, p. 120). | began to have informal discussions with teachers |
worked with as well as with administrators and literacy coaches. In addition, I called
upon Julien Phillips, the Vice Chair and Secretary of the organization, Partners in School
Innovation (n.d.).

Partners in School Innovation is a nonprofit organization that accelerates,

strengthens and sustains improved teaching, learning and achievement in under-

performing schools and districts . . . [They] currently serve over 850 teachers and

15,000 students in more than 21 schools across 5 districts and 2 states. [Their]

focus is on serving African American, Latino and English-language learners in

low-income communities by working shoulder-to-shoulder with teachers and

leaders on instruction, leadership and teacher professional development in order
to advance educational equity through school-based reform. (para. 1)
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Salient Questions for R&D Product Determination

Salient Question

Answer in Regard to Need for Product Designed to Support
Teacher Leaders in Continued Equity Work

1. Does the proposed product meet an
important educational need?

A handbook designed to meet the needs of educational leaders
attempting to continue equity work in their classrooms once
formal equity training has ended does meet an important
educational need. Districts across the country are asking their
teachers to transform their beliefs about race and how it
affects learning. It is not uncommon for teachers in today’s
classrooms to still teach from a colorblind lens. That is, they
treat all children equally, or the same. It is teaching through
this type of lens that contributes to the broadening of the
achievement gap for students of color in our classrooms (Gay,
2000). For this reason, teachers need a product that will help
them look at their students of color specifically in order to
intentionally design lessons that will engage, motivate, and
inspire so educators can begin to see the academic disparities
between their students of color and their White and Asian
counterparts diminish.

2. Is the state of the art [in relation to
the need or problem] sufficiently
advanced that there is a reasonable
probability that a successful
product can be developed?

Yes. It is clear from the review of the literature that the state
of the art is sufficiently advanced, and, therefore, it is
reasonable to assume a successful product can be developed.

3. Are personnel available who have
the skills, knowledge, and
experience necessary to build this
product

Yes. | believe | have the skills, knowledge, and experience
necessary to build this product. Because of my work at Cole
Elementary, | have insider knowledge of how a cycle of
inquiry can allow educational leaders to intentionally plan
their lessons with their students of color in mind. As a result
of focusing specifically on their students of color, | have seen
teachers begin to think differently about the academic
capabilities of their Black and Latino students. | have used
strategies that have engaged students who have been
traditionally disengaged in school, and | have built
relationships with students in order to bridge the gap between
disengagement and motivation. | have seen the academic
achievement gap for students diminish as a result of the
intentional decisions made by teacher leaders through the
process of selecting focal students and using a cycle of
inquiry.

4. Can the product be developed
within a reasonable period of time?

Yes, this product can be developed within a reasonable period
of time.

Source Borg & Gall (2003)
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| had the opportunity to work “shoulder-to-shoulder” with Phillips while |
engaged in equity work at Cole Elementary. He and his team helped support our district’s

efforts in closing the academic achievement gap through equity training, continued
professional development, sustained coaching, and a focused approach to intentionally
designing learning opportunities for our students of color. | knew the three to five year
commitment necessary to work with Partners in School Innovation is not realistic for all
districts. My hope was to gain insight into Partners’ use of a cycle of inquiry and focal
students, so | could author a handbook that teachers could use in their classrooms that
would walk them through the process through which Phillips and his team led the
teachers at Cole. I asked Phillips how his organization came to focus on three to five
focal students.
| believe that we at PartnersS1 came up with the practice of selecting 3-5 focal
students. I think others may have been talking target students earlier, but with a
somewhat different purpose in mind—more like ‘bubble students,” whereas our
focal-student practice aimed at leading teachers to develop real understanding of a
few (initially) students of color for whom their teaching was not working well
enough. (J. Phillips, personal communication, January 30, 2012)
Phillips also stated why he felt concentrating “inquiry on what instructional practices are
enabling students (first of all, focal students) to achieve the targets and objectives—and
where students fall short, what changes, re-teaching in a new way, or other intervention is
needed” (personal communication, January 30, 2012) allowed teachers to make the most
meaningful gains in their instruction.

Phillips put me in touch (through electronic mail) with Jaime Kidd, Managing

Director of Program Development & Support at Partners in School Innovation in hope
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that she could share some of the resources they used in designing the Results-Oriented
Cycle of Inquiry process used at Partners. Kidd sent the following information:

I don’t believe I ever knew Teri personally, but her name is certainly familiar to
me. Here are a couple of resources:

e About Focal Students—the paper Lisa Congdon and | put together a few years

back that describes our thinking and the research base behind the focal student
strategy

e Chapter 2 from our Field Guide—this chapter has a description of ROCI [Results
Oriented Cycle of Inquiry] contained within

e Research Behind Our Approach-this annotated bibliography cites several
resources that we frequently draw on in our work-this may be generally helpful
as she’s trying to connect to research that we draw upon. (personal
communication, January 31, 2012)

The correspondences with Kidd and Phillips began the initial searches |
conducted while writing the review of literature regarding the use of cycles of inquiry for
sustained equity work. In addition, in their paper, About Focal Students, Kidd and
Congdon (2007) discussed the importance of choosing specific focal students and
specifically targeting instruction to meet the needs of students of color in classrooms.

In addition to conducting small-scale research, | began to write the literature
review which would guide this study. The review of literature focused on the following
topics:

¢ What Teachers Believe is Causing the Achievement Gap

¢ Professional Development Approaches

e Teacher Learning

e Why Professional Development Does Not Work

e Inquiry-Based Professional Development



83

Step one of the R&D process, research and information gathering, allowed me to
better understand the problems leading to the racial achievement gap in our country as
well as how we might begin to close it. After conducting a review of the literature and
small-scale research, | was ready for step two of the R&D cycle: Planning Objectives,
Learning Activities, and Small-Scale Testing.

Step 2: Planning Objectives, Learning Activities, and Small-Scale Testing

Step 2 of the R&D cycle allows the researcher to identify and develop an initial
description of the product (i.e., develop an introduction, problem, and possible learning
objectives) as well as make considerations for the target audience (Bridges & Hallinger,
1995). It was at this point in the study that | determined my target audience—teacher
leaders attempting to continue equity work in their classrooms as well as the
administrators who support them. I anticipated this product being used in one of two
ways: (a) by teachers who had completed formal equity training and wanted a resource
that would support them in implementing teaching strategies that would help them teach
in a more equitable manner, and (b) by administrators committed to supporting their
teachers in continued equity work at their school sites.

While this handbook is written for teachers, it supports educational leaders (i.e.,
administrators, instructional coaches, super intendants, etc.) in continuing the support of
their teaching staffs. Often, following professional development, teachers ask the obvious
question, The professional development was great, but what can I do in my classroom
tomorrow (McElhone & Tilley, 2013). It is my hope the handbook, Keeping Equity in

Mind, will be a resource administrators can give individual teachers or use as an entire
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staff to ensure equity work starts in the classrooms of their teachers immediately
following equity training.

Once | identified the target audience, the following questions guided the
development of an outline for the handbook:
1. What will teachers need to know regarding my experience in order to feel

confident in implementing a cycle of inquiry in their classrooms focused on
specific focal students?

2. How much theory regarding race and privilege should I include in the
handbook? Will too much theory and jargon turn educational leaders off to the
idea of implementing the handbook? Is it fair to assume they have enough
theory considering they have recently participated in equity training?

3. How much will teachers want to read? Is length something that might turn
teachers off to the handbook? What is an appropriate length of a tool for
teachers attempting to continue equity work in their classrooms?

4. What types of strategies should I include to make the process clear and
accessible?

Based on the above questions, | developed an outline for the preliminary form of the
handbook (see Table 10).

Before developing a preliminary form of the product, which would be completed
in step three of the R&D cycle, | informally shared the outline of the preliminary form of
the product with colleagues at Johnson Elementary as well as my doctoral advisor. The
majority of the teachers | talked with mentioned they would not want to be bombarded
with jargon and theory; rather, they wanted a “down and dirty” tool they could use as a
“reference guide” and a “jumping off point” for beginning equity work in their
classrooms. For that reason, I chose to include a short theoretical discussion in the Why
Equity Work Matters section and focus the majority of the handbook on walking teacher

leaders through the process of designing and implementing a cycle of inquiry on a



Table 10

Outline for Preliminary Form of the Product

l. About the Author
a. Cole Elementary
i. In2" year of Program Improvement
ii. Teachers blamed students for underachievement
iii. Began to do equity training
1. Began to see that we could not blame the students; we had to look
at what we could do differently
2. Partners
3. EdEquity
4. Focal Students
iv. Went from 2™ year of Program Improvement to California Distinguished
School
Il. Why Does Equity Work Matter?
a. Gaps in educational outcomes for students of color
b. By 2050, estimated population will increase by 50%
i. 90% of increase will be Black and Latino
c. Statistics show that young Black students are only half as likely and Latino students
only one-third as likely to earn a bachelor’s degree as White students
1. Introduction
V. Getting Started
a. How do we determine focal students
i. Deciding as a school
ii. Deciding as a team
iii. Deciding as an individual
b. Focal students
i. Definition
ii. Achievement Zones
1. Red
2. Yellow
3. Green
iii. Tool for Identifying Focal Students
c. Cycle of Inquiry
i. Definition
ii. Why Should We Use a Cycle of Inquiry
iii. Cycle of Inquiry Process
d. Continuing the Process
€. Resources
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specific standard in their classrooms. The cycle would focus on lesson design, data
collection and analysis, and have an emphasis on engaging and motivating focal
students—specific students of color. Once | had outlined the objectives and activities to
be included in the handbook, | was ready to develop the preliminary form of the product.
Step 3: Develop Preliminary Form of the Product

This step of the R&D cycle “involves the development of the problem scenario
and the other facets that compose a PBL project. The outline or prospectus proposed in
the previous stage is fleshed out into a fully developed prototype of the product” (Bridges
& Hallinger, 1995, p. 121). Based on the information | gathered in both the first and
second steps of the R&D cycle, | developed a preliminary form of the product, Keeping
Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in
Order to Sustain Equity Work. The preliminary form of the handbook included the
following sections:

e About the Author: This section describes the work I did at Cole Elementary in
CA and served to add credibility to the handbook. | wanted readers to know |
had participated in a similar process while teaching in CA, so they would not
think I was just another person telling them what to do to solve their problems.
Instead, | wanted them to see me as a colleague—someone who had once been
in their shoes. | wanted readers to understand how, through a similar process as
those presented in Keeping Equity in Mind, | was able to see academic growth
with my students, especially my students of color.

e Why Does Equity Work Matter: This section introduces some of the literature
regarding why the academic gap exists for students of color. While I did not
want the handbook to be overly theoretical, | felt it was important to include a
brief discussion of the literature regarding the achievement gap and its potential
effects on society if allowed to persist.

e Equity versus Equality: | felt it was necessary to include a brief discussion
regarding the difference between teaching equally and equitably. If teachers are
unclear about the differences between the two, they may continue to teach all
students equally—that is, they may continue to teach through a colorblind lens.
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The purpose of this section is to discuss how, in order to teach equitably and
begin to close the achievement gap, teacher leaders need to abandon the idea of
teaching all kids exactly the same and embrace the idea of equity—meeting
every child where they are academically in order to support them in continued
academic growth.

How Does a Cycle of Inquiry Support My Work with Common Core Student
Learning and Growth Goals: This section discusses how, as a result of using the
strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind, readers will be able to closely
monitor their students’ learning and growth for particular standards. Through
implementing the handbook’s processes, readers will be able to directly connect
the learning and growth goals they set with their administrators to the work they
are doing in their classrooms.

Getting Started: The purpose of the Getting Started section is to walk readers
through the process for determining focal students. It explains how readers
might do so as an entire school, a grade level team, or as an individual. | wanted
to ensure all teachers could access this handbook regardless if they were
working alone or with a team.

Focal Students: The section dedicated to focal students introduces readers to the
idea of focal students and how data can be used to determine which students
could be selected as focal students for their cycles of inquiry. The section
discusses the different performance levels (i.e., limited progress toward
standard, progressing toward standard, meets standard, and exceeds standard),
and how focal students should be identified from those performing in the
limited progress toward standard and progressing toward standard levels. In
addition, this section provides data collection sheets that allow teacher leaders
to see their entire class’ data for a particular standard in a single glance.

Cycle of Inquiry: This section discusses in detail the process of a cycle of
inquiry and how it can support teachers in planning lessons in order to engage
and motivate their focal students. The section introduces readers to the five
steps of a cycle of inquiry: (a) Determining a Focus for Inquiry into Practice, (b)
Determining Measurable Goals, (c) Creating an Action Plan, (d) Collecting and
Analyzing Data, and (e) Setting Goals for Next Cycle of Inquiry. This section
presents readers with guiding questions for each of the five steps of a cycle of
inquiry and a step-by-step process for designing lessons using a cycle of
inquiry.

Building Strong Relationships with Your Focal Students: This section
introduces several strategies teachers can use in order to build strong
relationships with their students. Some of the strategies highlighted include
interviewing students, attending extracurricular activities, writing personal notes
to students, and making positive phone calls home.
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e Equitable Teaching Strategies: This section presents readers with several basic
teaching strategies that promote equity in their classrooms including, but not
limited to greeting students by name as they enter the door, think/pair/share,

using random response strategies, and asking higher order questions of all
students.

e Formative Assessment Strategies: The purpose of this section of the handbook
Is to support teachers with quick and easy strategies for assessing their students
formatively. It gives a brief discussion regarding the differences between
summative and formative assessment and includes, but is not limited to, the
following formative assessment strategies: Three Dos and a Don’t, using
individual dry erase boards, using self-directed responses, and Yes/No Charts.
Once the preliminary form of the handbook was complete, | was ready to begin
the preliminary field test of the product.
Steps 4 and 5: Preliminary Field Testing and Main Product Revisions
Once the preliminary form of the product was developed, | began to plan for and
implement the preliminary field test of Keeping Equity in Mind. The preliminary field test
included 10 participants, which included 3 administrators, 2 TOSAs (teachers on special
assignment) dedicated to equity work in their district, and 5 teachers teaching in
Middleton School District in Oregon (including three participating in the main field-test).
The participants in the preliminary field test represent a convenience sample of
educators who range in experience from 4 to 24 years in the field of education. |
purposely included participants in the preliminary field test sample who had not
participated in Taking it Up, the equity training adopted by the Middleton School
District, because | wanted to understand what their impression of the product would be

having not participated in equity training. While this sampling was one of convenience, it

was “representative of the target audience” (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995, p. 120), and,
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therefore, critical feedback could be gathered. Table 11 illustrates the preliminary field

test participant demographics.

Table 11

Preliminary Field Test Participant Demographics

Total # of # of Years Equit
Participant | Gender Race Job Title Years in in Current qurty
. - Training
Education Position
Kate Female White 5" Grade Teacher 20 6 Taking it Up
Audrey Female White 5" Grade Teacher 17 1 Taking it Up
Jessa Female White 5" Grade Teacher 11 2 Taking it Up
Mary Female White Equity TOSA 11 1 Taking it Up
Allison Female White Equity TOSA 17 1 Taking it Up
Mitchell Male White 3" Grade Teacher 4 4 None
Sharon Female White EF',e!“eF“ary 20 12 Taking it Up
rincipal
Tina Female White Instructional 24 3 None
Coach
Donald Male l\lgz(cid 3" Grade Teacher 12 5 Taking it Up
Child
Lidia Female White Development 23 6 None
Specialist

Purpose of preliminary field testing. The purpose of the preliminary field test is
to gather formative data regarding the usefulness of the preliminary form of the product
(Bridges & Hallinger, 1995). Because | hope this product will be useful for teachers and
administrators, | purposely chose to include both in the sample. The preliminary field test
included the following activities:

1. Initial meeting to introduce myself and go over expectations

2. Disseminate preliminary form of Keeping Equity in Mind
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3. Discuss dates for completion of participation and deadlines for feedback

4. Collect and analyze formative data
Each participant was asked to write anecdotal notes in the handbook regarding their
opinions of each of the sections and make suggestions for additions to or deletions from
the handbook.

All members of the preliminary field test attended the informational meeting,
which included a power point presentation (Appendix F) regarding their potential
participation in this study. I told my story as an educator working to close the
achievement gap and discussed the work | did at Cole. The informational meeting
focused on the following topics:

e Purpose of our work together

e How were the participants feeling about equity since training had ended

e Equity versus Equality

e Focal Students

e Cycle of Inquiry

e Expectations for next meeting

Following the informational meeting, each participant received a copy of Keeping
Equity in Mind and was given three weeks to read the handbook in its entirety. As the
participants read the handbook, they were asked to take marginal notes regarding their
perceptions of the product and its perceived usefulness, as well as write anecdotal notes
regarding what needed to be added to or omitted from the handbook. While the

preliminary field test participants did not actually participate in implementing Keeping
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Equity in Mind, my goal was to ascertain whether or not they felt they would be able to
do so after reading the handbook. As | analyzed the formative data gathered during the
preliminary field test, the following themes emerged: (a) the handbook’s alignment with
Senate Bill 290 (SB290; Hungerford & Dickson, 2012); (c) the usefulness of each of the
sections; (c) possible additions; and (d) the appropriateness of certain word choices. The
next section discusses these themes in more detail.

Preliminary field test findings (Step 4) and main product revisions (Step 5).
The preliminary field test yielded formative data, which led to the main revision of the
product, Keeping Equity in Mind. While coding the data, | kept the primary research
question in mind: How useful is the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, to educators
continuing equity work in building teacher efficacy in regard to teaching their students of
color? Once the participants had read and made marginal notes regarding their opinions
of the product, | categorized and coded the data. Through coding the data, themes began
to emerge, which drove the majority of the revisions made to the preliminary form of the
product.

The first theme that emerged from the preliminary data set was the selection of
focal students and setting specific goals for their achievement and its connection to
SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012). With the passage of SB290 in 2011 and Oregon’s
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)’s Flexibility Waiver in 2012,
educators are asked, as part of the teacher evaluation process, to specifically address
student learning and growth through the collection of summative and formative

assessment data (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012). Based on SB290 and the ESEA waiver,
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teacher evaluations now require multiple measures of performance—including impact on
student learning and growth (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012).

In the preliminary form of the product, there was no mention of SB290
(Hungerford & Dickson, 2012) and how it relates to setting measurable goals for focal
students through participating in a cycle of inquiry. Participants reported, “this looks a lot
like our new growth goals,” and, “I wonder how you can make this fit with our growth
goals, since we are already doing those . . . could they be connected somehow?”” In order
to bridge the gap and make the connection between SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson,
2012) and the use of a cycle of inquiry to focus instruction on specific focal students, |
added the section, How Does a Cycle of Inquiry Support My Work with Common Core
Student Learning and Growth Goals, in order to begin the discussion regarding the
usefulness of this tool in helping teachers meet their student learning and growth goals. |
decided, however, not to completely revise the Determining Focal Students section at this
point. Rather, | determined it made more sense to wait until | began working with
teachers in the main field test in order to solicit their feedback on what would be more
helpful for them as they proceeded through the process. While | did not make major
revisions to this section in the main revision stage, | anticipated making more significant
revisions in the operational revisions stage.

Another theme that surfaced was the participants’ opinions about specific sections
of the handbook; specifically the following sections: About the Author, How to
Determine Focal Students, Tools and Resources, and Continuing the Work. While the

majority of the feedback regarding the About the Author section was positive, one
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participant stated, “I would like to see you expand more on the reasons why you felt the
students at Cole were not being successful. You touch on looking at bias, but what about
instructional practice?”” While | understand where she is coming from—a place of
wanting to ensure teachers are using instructional practices that are successful in reaching
all students—I did not think adding a discussion about instructional practices to the
About the Author section made the most sense. Instead, | chose to add an entirely new
section to the handbook: Equitable Teaching Strategies, which included eight highly
affective teaching practices educators can use to ensure equitable teaching is occurring in
their classrooms (more strategies would be added following the main field test).

In addition to adding a section regarding equitable teaching practices, | made
several revisions to the Tools for Identifying Focal Students section. First, | agreed with
the participant who suggested changing the section title to Tools for Determining Focal
Students. The revised title is straight forward, and the language is clearer than the original
section title. All the preliminary field test participants spoke favorably of the tools in the
above section stating, “I like this!” or, “These tools are so clear.” One revision | made to
the tools section was to create an electronic version of the tools, so teachers could
download them and electronically fill out the forms. Table 12 summarizes the revisions
made to the preliminary form of the product.

While Table 12 summarizes the data collected regarding particular sections of the
handbook, two other themes emerged that were not related to sections of the handbook,
but rather were logistical categories: language use and possible additions to the

handbook. There were two words that recurred in the participants’ comments: the use of
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Preliminary Field Test Formative Codes, Data, and Actions Taken in Regard to
Particular Sections of Keeping Equity in Mind

Data Code Data Gathered from Preliminary Field Test Action Taken

Senate Bill | “This is a great tool for teachers. You may want | Added section, How does a Cycle of

290 to consider how it aligns with the new evaluation | Inquiry Support My Work with the

(Hungerford | system, SB290.” Common Core Student Learning and

& Dickson, | Regarding the list of questions to ask while Growth Goals?

2012) designing a cycle of inquiry and collecting and Planned to discuss goal setting and
analyzing data on page 35-36 of the preliminary | SB290 in more detail with main field
form of the product: “This ties into the new test participants in order to ascertain
evaluation system and student growth goals.” how | might revise the product to

better connect to the student learning
and growth goals set earlier in the
year.

About the “Sets the stage well for your project—provides

Author purpose and a sense of urgency.”

“1 Would llke to see you expand more on the Added Sectlon In handbook regardlng
reasons why you felt the students at Cole were equitable teaching strategies.
not being successful. You touch on looking at

bias, but what about instructional practice?”

“I like this part [when I explain teachers at Cole

were blaming students’ circumstances for why

they were not meeting standard] because many

teachers can relate.”

“Powerful statement about you, your beliefs

about student success and the importance of the

work. Well done.”

Focal “Possibly change heading to How are Focal Changed heading to How are Focal

Students Students Determined.” Students Determined.

Regarding the paragraph before color zone Decided to keep graphic and its
graphic on page 17 of preliminary handbook: description in the original place . . . it
“This is exceedingly clear. Would it make more | did not flow well on page 10 as
sense to include this on page 10 where you suggested.

originally defined the levels or maybe a bit of

it?”

Tools Regarding tool for determining focal students: Kept forms in their original state and
“I love this form! Actually, I like all the forms. made electronic versions available
User friendly and clean. Can we get them for ease of use.
electronically?”

“This is helpful for teachers. I like how you
provided a model. Can I do it on my computer?”

Continuing | “I love this!” regarding the phrase: we are faced Kept section as is.

Work with the exciting possibility of reshaping the

Section educational experiences for students who have

been historically overlooked.
“Ah ...l am inspired.”
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Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and subgroup. Participants stated comments such as,
“What is AYP?” “Have you appropriately defined AYP?” and, “Do we still say AYP?” in
relation to the use of AYP in the Focal Students section. Clearly, AYP is no longer an
appropriate term following the passing of SB290; therefore, | changed it to mirror the
language used in the common learning and growth goals associated with SB290
(Hungerford & Dickson, 2012). In the section, Using AYP Data (to identify focal
students), | changed the language to state, Using State Assessment Data.

In addition to AYP, one participant stated that the use of the word subgroup
throughout the document might be offensive to some readers. Upon further examination,
| agree the word subgroup has a negative connotation, and therefore, should be omitted
from the handbook. Rather than referring to group membership by subgroup, | revised the
preliminary form of the handbook to use the phrase group membership.

In addition to language revisions, many of the participants had ideas about what
should be added to the handbook. Not surprisingly, many of them asked for specific
strategies for teaching equitably and building strong relationships with their students.
Initially, when drafting the preliminary form of the handbook, I purposely left these
concepts out; 1 assumed teachers would have resources on these topics and would not
need more information regarding specific strategies. Additionally, | wanted to keep the
handbook readable and focused on selecting focal students and implementing a cycle of
inquiry, so | worried adding sections on strategies would muddy the waters. However,
after analyzing the preliminary data, it is clear the participants feel this would be a

valuable addition to the handbook. Therefore, | added two entirely new sections:
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Strategies for Building Relationships with Your Focal Students and Equitable Teaching

Strategies. The following table summarizes the preliminary field test codes, data, and

actions taken in regard to language use and possible additions to the handbook.

Table 13

Preliminary Field Test Formative Codes, Data, and Actions Taken in Regard to
Language Use, and Possible Additions

Code Data Gathered from Preliminary Field Test Actions Taken

Language Regarding the use of the word subgroup: Changed subgroup to group membership
“Some people might take offense to this.” throughout the handbook.
Regarding the use of AYP: “Is this still Where appropriate, changed AYP to State
relevant considering the revision of No Child | Assessment Data. In other places,
Left Behind?” changed the language to mirror that of the
“Maybe call it State Assessment rather than student learning and growth goal§ set
AYP?” forth by SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson,

2012)
Possible “Great job! This is important work, and the Added section titled, Equitable Teaching
Additions tool makes sense! Personally, | could use Practices, to give specific teaching

help learning strategies to help close the
achievement gap—could you give examples
of things teachers might do, or is that too
different from the specific focus of this
handbook?”

“How do teachers determine how to better
engage the focal group—GLAD, general
engagement strategies, small group
instruction—targeted groups?”’

“I would like to see more ways suggested to
get to know your students and their
individual stories: have lunch with each one
(TALK); parent conferences, observe
students in and out of the classroom; home
visits; etc.”

strategies such as:

e Ask high-order questions of all
students

e Think/Pair/Share
e Promote Interpersonal Discussion

Added section titled, Strategies for
Building Relationships with Your Focal
Students. The following is a sample of the
strategies included:

e Make a positive phone call home
e Interview your students
e Attend extracurricular activities

e Leave a note for your student

In addition to the data gathered in the preliminary field test, | gathered additional

data while defending my dissertation proposal. My dissertation committee felt adding

additional resources (i.e., websites, book titles, videos, etc.) to sections of the handbook

would be useful. Therefore, | added Further Resources to the sections Strategies for
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Building Relationships with Your Focal Students and Equitable Teaching Strategies.
Another revision | made to the preliminary form of the product based on my dissertation
proposal defense was adding a section titled, Author’s Note, which discusses why the
handbook specifically focuses on racial equity (see chapter 5 for ideas on how this
handbook could be adapted to meet the needs of teachers attempting to teach in ways that
promote gender equity, language equity, and meet the needs of varying groups of
students in their classrooms). Following the preliminary field test and main product
revisions, | was ready for step six of the R&D process: main field testing.
Step 6: Main Field Testing

The main field test “involves implementation of the new product and collection of
data concerning its application. It is at this stage that the researcher collects the key ‘data’
concerning the new product’s efficacy” (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995, p. 122). In this stage
of the development process, the researcher collects two types of data: (a) formative data,
which will be used to revise and improve the product; and (b) summative data, which will
serve to determine the overall efficacy of the product. In order to gather both summative
and formative data, six teachers agreed to implement Keeping Equity in Mind. Table 14
summarizes the activities completed by the participants in the main field test.

Six teachers from Middleton School District participated in the main field test.
The sample included three fifth-grade teachers, a secondary math and language arts
teacher, a secondary math teacher, and a secondary art and civics teacher. Table 15

illustrates the main field test participants’ demographics.
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Main Field Test Data Collection Strategies
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Data Collection
Strategy

Participants Participating in Data
Collection Strategy

Purpose of Data Collection Strategy

Equity Interview

All

Gather baseline data regarding how
efficacious participants felt regarding
teaching their students of color following
their participation in formal equity training

Planning Meeting
Observation

Johnson Elementary participants
were observed during three
planning meetings

Sunset High School participants
were observed during one
planning meeting

Determine if teachers’ planning was
changed as a result of implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind

Determine how useful the handbook was to

Final Interview All T
participants
Final Surve All Determine how useful individual sections of
y the handbook were to participants
Table 15

Main Field Test Participant Demographics

Kate Audrey Jessa Vincent Seema Ella
Gender Female Female Female Male Female Female
Race White White White White | Asian Indian- oy
American
Elementary or
Secondary Elementary | Elementary | Elementary | Secondary Secondary | Secondary
Grade/ Subject Math & Art &
Teaching 5" Grade 5" Grade 5" Grade _ Math .
Currently English Civics
Number of
Years 20 years 17 years 11 years 1 year 13 years 9 years
Teaching

The main field test sample is a purposive sample (Creswell, 2007) who were

selected because they had participated in equity training and were not currently enrolled
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in follow up training. All of the participants expressed feeling various levels of
transformation (Mezirow, 2000) as a result of having participated in equity training and
all participants expressed frustration with the lack of follow up support. Before
implementing Keeping Equity in Mind, and in order to get a sense of how confident the
participants in the main field test felt teaching students of color, I conducted an initial
equity interview (Appendix B). The purpose of the equity interview was not to gather
data regarding the usefulness of the product, but rather to get a sense of how the
participants were feeling following their participation in equity training.

Equity interview. | interviewed five of the participants in their classrooms, and
one participant preferred meeting at the local coffee shop. All interviews were audiotaped
and transcribed. In addition to transcriptions, | took notes while the participants answered
the interview questions. During the initial equity interview two themes began to emerge:
following their participation in equity training, all of the participants experienced some
level of transformation; however, they did not feel efficacious about teaching their
students of color, and the participants hoped to gain specific strategies for working with
their students of color from participating in this study.

When asked the question, How (if at all) has equity training changed the way you
look at yourself as a racial individual, one participant responded, “I understand that as a
White woman, | have particular privileges that are afforded me merely because of my
race. I think about that a lot now.” Additionally one participant reported, “I understand
the challenges | face being female, but the fact that I am White . . . I’'m certain has helped

me in ways I don’t even realize. It’s kind of strange.” Finally, Ella mentions how she
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“feel[s] ignorant that [she] did not know the history of racism in Oregon so thoroughly
until this training. That segment opened [her] eyes to the extent of injustice people of
color have faced in this state.” She later told me in a planning meeting that she could not
stop thinking about the statistics presented at the training regarding racial inequities in
Oregon and what her role in perpetuating those inequities might have been. While the
participants in this study felt changed by their participation in equity training, they
wanted answers. Answers to questions such as:

e “What do [I] do to better serve the students of color in my class—both socially
and academically?”

e “I wish I had more resources . . . like what can | do in my classroom to start
teaching more equitably?”

e “How do I gain a better understanding of my students, and how I can help
them?”

e “How can I have a positive effect on my students of color?”
e “How can I better reach my students and [know] what biases I carry with me?”
¢ “I understand I have these biases that are informing everything I do, but I don’t
know what they are exactly. I know that it’s happening, but I don’t know how it
is manifesting itself in my teaching. I don’t know how to teach differently.”
Based on the questions the participants were asking regarding how to better meet
the academic needs of their students of color, it is not surprising that, when asked the
question, Following equity training, what (if anything) has changed in your teaching
practice, the participants were unable to specifically give examples of how their practice
had changed. One participant stated “the equity training I attended was big and broad, but

it didn’t necessarily help with the nitty-gritty daily grind of staying focused on equity. I

would like something to help me with that.” Another participant shared, “I feel that I
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have more information that inequities do exist, but | am just not sure what to do about it.”
One participant bravely stated, “I don’t feel confident as a teacher of students of color—
period. | feel pretty sheltered here at Sunset High School. | would be scared shitless to
teach in a school with more racial diversity.”

Recall the 10-step transformative process through which adults go in order to
achieve a transformation of beliefs (Mezirow & Taylor, 2009) discussed in chapter 2. It is
clear from the data collected in the equity interview that the majority of the participants
in this study were supported through the first five phases of transformative learning: (a)
recognizing a disorienting problem; (b) examining self; (c) assessing one’s beliefs; (d)
recognizing that in order to relieve the discomfort caused by the disorienting problem,
one must transform their taken-for-granted frames of reference; and (e) beginning to
recognize and explore new roles, relationships, and actions. However, they were not
supported in entering into phase six: designing a plan of action for future activities—in
the case of the participants in this study, designing a plan of action for what they could do
in their classrooms to better meet the academic needs of their students of color.

Following the equity interview, it was clear there is an important educational need
for a product designed to support teacher leaders as they continue equity work once
formal equity training at their school sites has ended. If teacher leaders ranging in
experience from 1 to 20 years of teaching leave equity training feeling “frustrated” and
“abandoned,” certainly the field of education could benefit from such a tool. With the
equity interview complete, the participants were ready to transition into the next steps:

implementing the strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind.



102

Implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind. In the January of 2014, following
the equity interviews of the six participants, the participants prepared to implement
Keeping Equity in Mind. In order to ensure all participants understood what the process
was for participating in this study, | scheduled two informational meetings: one at
Johnson Elementary and another at Sunset High School. | explained to the participants
that, in alignment with PBL (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995) and the R&D cycle (Borg &
Gall, 2003), I was hoping to gain insight into how useful the handbook, Keeping Equity
in Mind, is for teachers following their participation in equity training. | explained that |
hoped to answer the following primary and secondary research questions:

e How useful is the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher

Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work,
in building teacher efficacy in regard to teaching their students of color?

e How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in supporting educators in explicitly
thinking of their students of color as they plan their weekly lessons?

e How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping educators build stronger
relationships with their students of color?

e How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping teacher leaders engage
students of color?

e What are the participants’ perceptions of the handbook’s content and usability?

e What suggestions do the educational leaders have for the improvement of this
handbook?

The participants at Johnson were selected as key informants (Creswell, 2007) in
the planning process, because they were able to fit in two cycles of inquiry during the
duration of the study. I planned to gather baseline data regarding their planning rituals by

observing a planning meeting before implementing Keeping Equity in Mind. The baseline
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data would allow me to ascertain if there was a transformation in their planning rituals
once they began using the tools in Keeping Equity in Mind.

The participants at Sunset High School could only commit to one cycle of inquiry
due to the ending of their teaching term. Because the participants at Sunset were faced
with final exams, changing of students and taking on different teaching curriculum at the
conclusion of the term, planning a second cycle of inquiry at Sunset did not fit into the
timeframe of this study.

Planning meeting observations at Johnson Elementary. As part of the process
of measuring the efficacy of Keeping Equity in Mind, | observed three planning meetings
with the fifth grade teachers at Johnson Elementary. The observations took place on
January 14, 2014, January 28, 2014, and February 18, 2014. The purpose of the planning
meeting observations was to determine if, through the implementation of Keeping Equity
in Mind, the manner in which the fifth grade team planned their lessons would be
transformed. In addition to observing, | audiotaped the planning meetings and transcribed
them in order to maintain authenticity.

At the pre-cycle planning meeting, | took on the role of observer-as-participant
(Johnson & Christensen, 2008). The participants were aware | was collecting data
regarding their planning rituals, but they understood I would not participate in the
planning meeting; rather, 1 would sit to the side and observe. At the Cycle 1 planning
meeting, | made it clear | would take on the role as participant-as-observer (Johnson &
Christensen, 2008); that is, I would participate in the planning of the team’s first cycle of

inquiry, and finally, at the Cycle 2 planning meeting, | planned to again take on the role
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of observer-as-participant—taking a backseat and allowing the team to lead the planning
meeting.

The planning meeting observation protocol (Appendix D) focused on specifically
gathering data on the following topics: (a) Teaching Target/Standard, (b) Teaching
Strategies, (c) Assessment, (d) Discussion Regarding Specific Students, and (e)
Relationship Building Strategies. All of the above topics are necessary in planning a
cycle of inquiry.

Pre-cycle planning meeting. The pre-cycle planning meeting took place on
January 14, 2014. All three members of the team were present, and the meeting lasted
approximately 20 minutes. Eight of those minutes were spent discussing which of their
students should be selected as the Rotary Club’s Youth Leadership award recipient—
leaving 11 minutes to plan. Prior to the pre-cycle planning meeting, the fifth grade team
selected mathematics as the content area on which to plan their cycles of inquiry.

The pre-cycle planning meeting began with Kate stating, “Okay, do we want to
talk about math? It will be fast.” The team never determined a standard on which to focus
at their pre-cycle planning meeting. Rather than stating which standard they planned to
teach, they walked through a binder of worksheets. From their discussion, it became clear
the team was planning for a week’s worth of lessons dealing with fractions. The team
discussed which worksheets to use and who would do the copying. At one point, Kate
brought up the idea of a common assessment, and the team agreed it was a good idea to
create one; however, the team got distracted and never returned to the topic. The team did

not mention any students by name in their planning, nor did they refer to groups of
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students (i.e., SpEd [Special Education], ELD [English Language Development]. etc.). In
addition, they did not discuss how to build relationships or engage specific students. The
meeting ended with the following discussion:

Kate: So, do we want to go into more detail about what we are teaching each day
next week, or is that enough?

Audrey: | think as long as we have enough, and | can kinda put it [the worksheets]
in a stack, so | know what order to do them in . . . maybe you and I could put
them in a stack.

Jessa: Yeah, because I still have to do the popcorn kernels. I still have to do the
three models activity. I still have to do the two SMC lessons.

Audrey: So do I.

Jessa: | have to do the computer activity.

Audrey: We all still have all those things to do.

It was clear from the pre-cycle planning meeting the fifth grade team at Johnson
focused their instructional planning on what worksheets they had readily available. They
jumped between talking about teaching fractions on a number line, using fraction bars,
finding equivalent fractions, using a set and/or area model to represent fractions, and
using the clock model to determine fractional parts of a whole, but never settled upon a
specific standard. It seemed as though Kate was making an attempt to plan common
lessons for the topics they planned to do the following week when she asked, “So, do we
want to go into more detail about what we are teaching each day next week, or is that
enough?”” However, the team did not have the common ritual of specifically planning out
learning activities; and therefore, they opted to skip that step and decided to put the

following week’s worksheets in common stacks.
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Cycle 1 planning meeting. On January 28, 2014, | met with the fifth grade team
at Johnson Elementary to plan their first cycle of inquiry. All three of the team members
were present and had read the handbook, filled out the Determining Focal Students tool,
determined a standard on which to focus their cycle of inquiry, and had selected three to
five focal students. The meeting lasted 1 hour and 40 minutes. | explained to the team
that I would be participating in the planning of their first cycle, and that 1 would walk
them through the process. The first step was to identify a specific standard on which to
focus. The team had preselected math standard 5.1.1: Develop fluency with efficient
procedures for adding and subtracting fractions [with like denominators] and justify what
the procedures were.

They designed 5 days of lessons ranging from 30 to 40 minutes each for math
standard 5.1.1. Prior to designing the lessons they planned to teach for their cycle of
inquiry, they discussed the data they had to support the need to teach math standard 5.1.1,
“What data do we have to support our decisions [regarding which strategy to teach]? | am
using OAKS assessment from 2012/2013 and the core standard pre-test.” All team
members had, through the use of the Determining Focal Students data collection sheet,
already gathered the previous year’s OAKS math scores for all of their students and had
administered a pre-test for the fractions unit designed by the district. With these two data
points in hand, they were able to quickly identify a standard on which to focus their cycle
of inquiry.

As they began planning the lessons they would teach to address math standard

5.1.1, they began discussing specifically what they planned to do for each lesson. In



addition, they had specific conversations regarding how they might engage their focal

students and how they would address language use for their ELD population. The
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following dialogue illustrates the thinking that went into planning one of the five lessons.

Kate: Now let’s look at each of the lessons. When we introduce this concept
[adding and subtracting fractions with like denominators], how are we going to do
that? How are we going to get those [focal] students engaged? Are we going to do
some sort of Frayer Model?

Audrey: Or a pictorial . . . we can do it with candy hearts because it’s Valentine’s
Day. We could do it where we talk about . . . trying to figure out what would be
realistic.

Jessa: Well, what if this . . . what if it’s something like this . . . I don’t want to
make it too complicated, so Audrey talk me down, but what if you have a certain
amount of kids and they each have different colors and so you’ve got . . . you’ve
got fractions like how many green out of . . . or maybe there don’t need to be kids
at all. You just split up the candy hearts into color groups. Then, you can say, you
are going to add the green candy hearts and the white candy hearts.

Audrey: Oh . . . like so and so’s favorite colors are pink and red or pink and
purple, so she wants all of those and she will share the rest with friends. How
many candy hearts does she have . . . and there is the same denominator because
they have to find what the set is because that’s what we’ve been working on.

Jessa: So, if we are going to give them hearts, we would have to give them a
group demonstration of how to do it.

Kate: That would be the pictorial mini-lesson, right? Audrey how do you start?
Obviously, we are going to do some sort of poster. Do we type up the problem?
What do we . . . what do we show them?

Audrey: Tusually . .. um ... you know what, I’'m going to run to my classroom
and get the planning sheet. I'm going to get the pictorial planning sheet . . . | just
need a minute to find it [Audrey goes to her classroom and returns with the
pictorial planning sheet]. In fact, what if we used one of our focal students as the
person in the problem? What if we somehow brought one of them in?

Jessa: That’s a cool idea.

Kate: Okay, | changed it to Dustin. And Dustin loves candy hearts . . . Valentine’s
Day is approaching and Dustin loves candy hearts.
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Audrey: Okay, what words do we want to make sure we hit for those ELD kids?

Jessa: Well, the idea that when it says “and” you are adding them. That takes
them a while to figure out.

Audrey: That’s a good one. When we do this, we think about what words would
keep ELD kids from accessing the language. We could say, Valentine’s Day is
approaching—oh, that’s a word you might not know, it means coming soon. Elise
loves candy hearts. Her favorite colors are pink and lavender—that really light
colored purple. So they are going to sketch on the worksheet and the record would
be the actual whatever 12ths, let’s say it’s 3/12 plus 4/12 equals 7/12. So when we
flip our little thing down, it could say . . . Basically, it’s just our...um. ..
number sentence. So what would that be...Elise has pink heartsand
lavender hearts. She has __all together.

Teri: Okay, so that’s your day one. Are you going to do any sort of formative
assessment on that day?

Jessa: Yeah, we should. What should we do?

Teri: Can | introduce you to a fun new formative assessment | came across . . .
Three Do’s and a Don’t. Um . . . you give them a sentence frame and you start off
by giving them three things you do and one thing you don’t do. So, I could say,
when adding and subtracting fractions with like denominators, do add the
numerators, do draw a model, and do keep the same denominator, but don’t add
the denominators together.

Audrey: | love it! It gets them thinking! Sounds good . . . Moving on to lesson
two?

The team included teaching strategies such as using a Frayer Model and Pictorial
Input Chart, both Guided Language Acquisition Design (GLAD) strategies designed to
deliver quality instruction in engaging ways to English Language learners. The purpose
of a Frayer Model is to support students with the acquisition of new vocabulary. When
using a Frayer Model, teachers create a chart that is divided into four quadrants
representing the following: (a) Definition of the term in the students own words, (c) facts

and characteristics of the term, (c) examples of the word, and (d) non-examples of the



109
word. A Pictorial Input Chart is used to introduce new content through teachers actively
drawing a visual representation of the content while labeling vocabulary. The purpose of
a Pictorial Input Chart is to make vocabulary understandable to students, provide a future
resource for students, and help students organize new content information. The
participants also discussed using strategies such as Build, Sketch and Record, a hands-on
mathematical strategy where students are asked to first build a math problem using
hands-on materials, then sketch or draw what they built, and finally, record their answer.
In addition, they discussed having students use individual white boards to answer practice
questions. Each lesson for each day used one of these specific engagement strategies.

In addition to planning the specific teaching strategies they planned to use for
each lesson, they actually sat together and designed each lesson as a team. They
discussed exactly what they planned to do in their classrooms to teach each lesson, and
they determined a common pre- and post-test as well as designed two common formative
assessments. In addition to specifically discussing focal students and ELD students,
Audrey addressed how she might engage her Gifted and Talented (TAG) student when
the team decided to revisit the pictorial input during their third lesson on introducing
subtracting fractions with like denominators.

When we go to lesson three . . . on session three . . . don’t you think we could

revisit that problem fairly quickly and then go into drawing subtraction problems

... this will be perfect engagement to get them moving into that because they will

be familiar with it . . . remember Elise and her hearts, well this time Alicia is here

and she wants all of the blue ones . . . the idea is you would revisit the pictorial
over and over. We are just changing the prompt to subtraction. Jace can rewrite

the problem for me . . . he is math TAG, and thinking of how I can engage him . .

. that’s higher level thinking having him come up with the new problem. (Audrey,
personal interview)
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While the cycle 1 planning meeting focused primarily on teaching strategies and
engagement, the cycle 2 planning meeting focused more on building relationships with
focal students.

Cycle 2 planning meeting. | met with the fifth grade team at Johnson for a second
cycle planning meeting on February 18, 2014. The meeting lasted approximately 25
minutes. The meeting was audiotaped and transcribed, and | took notes as the meeting
progressed. The team had already planned the lessons associated with the second cycle
using the Pre-Cycle Planning Sheet incorporating teaching strategies such as Think Pair
Share, a strategy suggested in Keeping Equity in Mind. In addition to Think Pair Share,
they designed lessons including using individual white boards, another pictorial input as
well as a game where students use fraction bars to add and subtract fractions with like
and unlike denominators. When | sat down at the table with the team, they asked if this
meeting could focus more on how they might strengthen the relationships they have with
their students. Kate shared, “We already have a sense of how to plan lessons using
GLAD, etc. and we planned those lessons for the next cycle on Monday . . .what | need
more help with is connecting with my focal students.” Jessa and Audrey agreed, so we
decided to spend more time on relationship building and less time on lesson planning
(which they had already done). | had originally planned to act as observer-as-participant
during the final planning meeting, but it was clear the team wanted more support with
building strong relationships with their students, so again, | took on the role of

participant-as-observer.
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Before we started discussing strategies for building relationships with their
students, | asked the participants to walk me through the lesson planning they had done
using the Pre-Cycle Planning sheet the previous Monday—I wanted to verify they had,
indeed, planned out the lessons for the following week. | was pleased to see they all had
the planning sheet filled out, and it was clear they had planned together as the activities
they had selected to deliver the content was the same on each of their sheets. To begin the
discussion about building relationships, we went through the handbook and discussed the
different strategies. The team had already implemented the Interview strategy, Make
Your Student the Center of Attention strategy, and Jessa had used the Attend
Extracurricular Activities strategy.

I went to Dominic’s game . . . you should have seen the look on his face. He could

have died. The next day in class he was like . . . hey, she came to my game. His

parents were pretty stoked, too . . . | guess he seemed more engaged the next day

... he made more eye contact and nodded his head more while | was teaching . . .

he didn’t seem as tuned out. (Jessa, personal interview)

Because the team had already tried several of the strategies | had added to
Keeping Equity in Mind during the main product revision stage, | decided to have the
team brainstorm different ideas they have done in their classrooms over the years to build
relationships with their students. Jessa recalled having given hand written notes to her
students and conducting morning meetings as strategies she had found successful in
promoting positive relationships with her students.

| forgot about this one . . . something I’ve done with kids before and it just makes

a world of difference is . . . like I’ll take an index card, fold it in half and I’ll put a

sticker on the front and then I’11 just write a little positive note [inside] and tuck it

in their desk, and they’ll find it in the morning, and the other kids will be like,

what’s that? | want one! And they love it and they keep it! And, | do morning
meetings . . . | check in with my kids every day like they have a chance to say
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how they’re feeling and have a chance to say what they are doing well and what
they want to do better. One thing I’ve noticed . . . that my ELD kids who don’t
typically share in class will share in their morning meeting a lot, so that works.
My little Bianca, she never raises her hand academically, but she participates
every day in the meeting. (Jessa, personal interview)

In addition to Jessa sharing strategies she had used previously, Audrey added the
following technique for building strong relationships:

Also, calling them out on a celebration. I noticed so and so did some really smart

thinking on this problem. So if they don’t want to share, you can still draw

attention to them and give them a little boost. (Jessa, personal interview)
Kate offered yet another strategy she had used in her teaching experience:

We can’t discount asking kids to help us in different ways . . . just pass out papers

or take this to the office for me. It’s not a back and forth, but it’s a “I trust you

enough to do this type of thing.” (Kate, personal interview)

The team also discussed using such strategies such as Question of the Day in
order to get to know their students better. “You find out fascinating things about
students,” when you ask them about themselves. We decided the Pre Cycle Planning
form needed a place where teachers could explicitly express what relationship building
strategies they planned to use during the cycle. “If I have to write it down,” Audrey said,
“I am more likely to do it. It keeps me accountable.” Following the discussion about
building relationships Kate realized they had yet to determine common formative
assessments. The team settled on two formative assessments (the pre- and post-
assessments had already been determined), and concluded their meeting.

The data collected from the planning meetings showed a definite transformation

(see Table 16) from doing minimal planning to planning that was in-depth and

strategic—planning for specific standards, specific students, and specific strategies. The
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pre-cycle planning meeting focused primarily on the use of worksheets and the order in

which they would be completed. There was not a discussion regarding lesson delivery nor

did they discuss specific standards to be addressed. No one presented one another with

questions about how they planned to teach the particular lessons, and no one pushed one

another’s thinking. At the cycle 1 planning meeting, participants went through filling out

the Pre Cycle Planning form, which walked them through looking at data, selecting a

specific standard to teach, determining measurable goals, and designing common

assessments. In addition, the participants asked questions of one another and learned from

one another (i.e., Audrey’s pictorial input).

Table 16

Transformation of Planning Meetings at Johnson Elementary

Pre-Cycle Planning
Observation

Cycle 1 Planning
Observation

Cycle 2 Planning
Observation

fractions:
Number line model

Area model

Fraction Bars
Equivalent Fractions
Set Model

Clock Fractions

denominators] and justify
what the procedures were
[with a focus on adding and
subtracting fractions with
like denominators]

Date January 14, 2014 January 28, 2014 February 18, 2014

Length of 19 minutes 54 seconds 1 hour 38 minutes 24 minutes 5 seconds
Planning

Meeting

Teaching Target never specifically | Math 5.1.1 Develop fluency | Math 5.1.1 Develop fluency
Target(s)/ defined. Discussed with efficient procedures for | with efficient procedures for
Standard(s) teaching the following adding and subtracting adding and subtracting
Discussed concepts in regard to fractions [with like fractions [with like

denominators] and justify
what the procedures were
[with a focus on adding and
subtracting fractions with un
alike denominators]
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Pre-Cycle Planning
Observation

Cycle 1 Planning
Observation

Cycle 2 Planning
Observation

Teaching Discussed using Designed 5 days of lessons Discussed 4 days of lessons
Strategies particular worksheets, that included the following already planned that
Used in but did not discuss how | strategies: included the following
Lesso_n Fhey plqnned to deliver o Frayer Model strategies:
Planning instruction « Pictorial Input o White Boards
e Build, Sketch, and o Pictorial Input
Record e Think/ Pair Share
o White Boards o Wait Time
o Game
Assessment Discussed idea of Planned a common pre-test, | Discussed how the
designing a common and two common formative | assessments they designed
formative assessment but | assessments and determined | for the previous cycle were
got distracted and did not | the common post-test not rigorous enough—
actually create a determined they needed to
common assessment write more rigorous
assessments
Planned common pre-test
and one common formative
assessment and discussed
using same post-test
Discussion N/A Specifically discussed Specifically discussed
regarding strategies to engage the strategies to build
specific following groups of relationships with focal
students students: students
o Focal students
e TAG students
e ELD students
Relationship N/A Intentionally designed Discussed implementing
Building pictorial input to include the | any of the following
Strategies names of two focal students | relationship building

strategies:

¢ Note writing

e Inviting them to lunch

o Explicitly telling focal
students that they are
planning lessons to
engage them and elicit
feedback from them

¢ Question of the Day

o Helpers

e Morning Meeting
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Based on the data gathered during the observations of Johnson’s three planning
meetings, it can be concluded that participation in the activities in Keeping Equity in
Mind support teachers in doing the following:
e |dentifying a specific standard on which to focus instruction
¢ Planning common lessons
e Planning common assessments, both formative and summative

e Discussing specific students and their academic needs (i.e., SpEd, ELD, focal,
TAG)

Later in the study, the participants at Johnson reflected on the type of planning
they did during participating in a cycle of inquiry and how it related to the type of
planning they typically do. Kate shared her thoughts regarding planning well versus just
planning.

| just think planning well saves so much time in the long run, and I don’t get to
Friday and realize I can’t go home because | have no idea what I am teaching on
Monday. Sure I know what topic I’'m teaching, but we haven’t thought through
how we plan on teaching it. When you [the grade level team] are all roughly on
the same page, you can get help from one another . . . like suddenly I’'m not sure if
my Kids are getting this . . . I can ask, “What did you do?” Um . . . I think for all

of those reasons and more it is important to plan with a team of teachers. (Kate,
personal interview)

Kate went on to state,

Also, just the team planning . . . I think it is so important. I think it makes you a
better teacher to have to deal with other people’s viewpoint on how to plan a
lesson and what to include in a lesson and how to interpret targets . . . and what
you are deciding is really important in the standards and how much time to focus
on it. When you are making those decisions as a team, I think it’s just . . . the
potential for success is so much higher than when you are making those
judgments by yourself. (Kate, personal interview)
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While the purpose of this study is to determine the usefulness of Keeping Equity

in Mind in supporting teacher leaders as they continue equity work in their classrooms,

and not about student performance, it is difficult to understand the efficacy of the product

without looking at student growth. All focal students made substantial growth in regard to

math standard 5.1.1 as evidenced by assessment data collected by the fifth grade teachers

at Johnson Elementary.

Table 17 summarizes the focal student pre- and post- assessment data collected

during the Johnson participants’ cycles of inquiry (adding and subtracting fractions with

like and unlike denominators).

Table 17

Pre-and Post-Assessment Data for Focal Students at Johnson Elementary

Focal Pre-Test Post-Test Growth
Student | Score Out of Performance Level Score Out | Performance Level Points
(FS) 26 of 26
FS1 5 Limited Progress 13 Progressing 8
FS2 2 Limited Progress 12 Limited Progress 10
FS3 5 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 12
FS 4 2 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 15
FS5 4 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 13
FS 6 3 Limited Progress 22 Meets Standard 19
FS7 0 Limited Progress 15 Progressing 15
FS 8 1 Limited Progress 22 Meets Standard 21
FS9 0 Limited Progress 10 Limited Progress 10
FS 10 4 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 13
FS 11 4 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 13
FS 12 1 Limited Progress 17 Progressing 13
FS 13 3 Limited Progress 23 Meets Standard 20

Note. 18-26 points scored Meets Standard. 12-17 points scored is Progressing Toward Standard, and 0-11
points scored is considered Limited Progress Toward Standard.
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While the majority of the focal students are in the Progressing Toward Standard

performance level, they made an average of 14 points of growth. Eight of the 13 focal
students jumped one performance level, and 3 jumped two performance levels. While two
students were still in the Limited Progress Toward Standard category, they both made 10
points of growth. It is clear from the evidence presented in Table 16 that the focal
students in these cycles of inquiry benefitted from the direct, purposeful instruction of
their teachers. Based on the planning meeting observations at Johnson, it can be
concluded that using the strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind support teachers
in doing the following:

e Use data to identify learning target/standard,

e Design common lessons with an emphasis on engaging focal (and other)
students through the use of engaging teaching strategies (i.e., GLAD strategies,
hands-on activities, games designed to enrich learning, and focusing lessons on
topics of interest for focal students), and

e Design common assessments, and

e Talk about how to engage and motivate specific students.

Planning meeting observations at Sunset High School. Because the participants
at Sunset High School all teach different subject areas, they planned individually for their
first cycle of inquiry. The meeting took approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes, and the
participants and I met in the boardroom of Sunset High School. The purpose of the
meeting was to share ideas for planning engaging lessons for their focal students and to
walk them through the implementation of a cycle of inquiry focused on a specific
standard. They came to the meeting with the Determining Focal Students data form

completed and their focal students selected. In addition, they each came with a specific
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standard they planned to teach during their first cycle. While the participants began
working, | circulated around the room, again in the role of participant-as-observer
(Johnson & Christensen, 2008).

In preparation for supporting the planning of their first cycle, | copied the GLAD
Resource Manual for each of the participants. Both Ella and Vincent were open to
discussing new teaching practices, and openly engaged in discussing different strategies
with me. Because they were both starting a brand new unit of study, we discussed the
possibility of the two of them using the Observation Chart strategy to introduce the topic
of study for their first cycle of inquiry.

Teri: One strategy | really enjoy from this book [GLAD Resource Manual] is the
Observation Chart. It is designed to introduce a new topic of study.

Vincent: What is it?

Teri: You find pictures . . . preferably real photos . . . of the topic you are studying
.. S0,

Ella, what topic are you beginning to study?
Ella: Poverty.

Teri: Okay, so you would find photographs of poverty that would spark
discussion, interest, or whatever and you would put them each on a piece of chart
paper; hang them up around the room and have your students circulate around the
room in groups commenting on the pictures. You don’t give them any information
about what they are looking at. Your hope is to activate prior knowledge and get
them thinking without giving it to them.

Vincent: So what do they do when they are walking around the room?
Teri: Each group has a colored marker . . . different colors for each group . . . and
they are writing what they notice . . . you know . . . like I notice this about this or |

wonder why blank is happening . . . make sense?

Ella: Uh-huh
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Vincent: Yeah
Teri: Oh, | forgot . . . each group writes their noticings in their color. After a few
minutes, you tell the groups to rotate to the next chart. Their job is to read what
the groups before them wrote, and they can comment on that, or add something
new.

Vincent: That sounds pretty cool. I might give it a try. It seems like it might take a
long time to set up. What are you thinking Ella?

Ella: I think that would definitely get them thinking. Normally, | just say, okay,
today we are starting a unit on this topic and start talking . . . this seems to make
them think it through before they get all the information. I'm game. You’re right
though, it will take time.

Teri: The cool thing is, though, once you’ve printed the photographs for one topic,
you have them forever . . . you can use them next year and the year after, too. It’s
a lot of work up front, but you have it forever.

Together, Vincent and Ella began to Google search images that matched their topic of
study for their cycles of inquiry. They seemed genuinely engaged, and | heard comments
such as, “This is cool,” “Hey, check this out,” and “This one is really going to get them
thinking.” While Ella and Vincent began planning lessons incorporating new strategies to
engage their focal students, it seemed as though Seema was uninterested in collaborating.
She was going through the process of filling out the planning sheet, but she did not look
at the resource book, nor did she engage me in conversation. At one point, | sat down
next to her and asked if she needed any support. “No, I have this planned already. | have
been teaching this for 12 years, and I have it figured out.” When | asked her how she
planned to engage her focal students in her lessons, she reported, “I use graphic
organizers to engage my students,” and she ended the conversation. She was not rude; in

fact, she was polite—it was clear, however, that she was going to go about planning her

lessons alone (see Field Testing Issues and Challenges section for further discussion).
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While there were not several planning meetings to compare in order to determine
whether or not the participants’ planning was transformed at Sunset, it was clear

participants were engaging in activities they had not before (i.e., data analysis and
moving away from lecture style lessons).

It’s like suddenly I know that about that kid . . . and I didn’t really take the time to

slow down and look at that data before. Now that I know that about that kid, it’s

like, okay, | understand a little bit more about how they work or what they get out
of school . . . if they are plugged in or not plugged in. It explains their behaviors
or what have you, so that was really helpful. (Vincent, personal interview)

During his final interview, Vincent commented on his perception of how the
lesson he planned during his planning meeting went. From one cycle, he recognized the
importance of pushing himself to try new strategies rather than using strategies he is
“used to using.”

Awesome. It was awesome. The observation charts went really well. It’s that

thing of pushing myself to try new things and making me realize the things | need

to do better in my practice. So, in that regard, it was really awesome. It was so

... it was just fun for me to watch. I mean fun for me as an educator to watch

what they were doing and see how it went. That was really neat. (Vincent,

personal interview)

Even though I only attended one planning meeting at Sunset, it was clear two of
the three participants were engaged in learning new teaching strategies designed to
engage their students, and they seemed to have a renewed sense of purpose as they
planned those lessons. Their energy levels were high, and their enthusiasm was
noticeable. While | was not able to ask Ella about her experience implementing the
lessons she planned (refer to the Issues and Challenges section), I can only speculate that

if she taught the lessons with the same energy and enthusiasm with which she planned

them, her experience was likely positive.
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Final interviews and final survey. Following the completion of their cycles of
inquiry, | met with each participant individually in order to conduct a final interview (see
Appendix C for final interview protocol). The purpose of the final interview was to
revisit the primary and secondary research questions of this study in order to determine if
Keeping Equity in Mind was a useful handbook in building teacher efficacy in regard to
teaching their students of color. In addition to the final interview, I conducted a final
survey. Both the final interview and the final survey served as forums for the participants
to give feedback on what need to be added to or omitted from the handbook, which
would help guide the operational revisions in Step 7 of the R&D cycle.

This section discusses the data collected in both the final interviews and the final
survey, and how it relates to the research questions presented in this study. It addresses
the secondary research questions first, and ends with a discussion regarding the primary
research question: How useful is the handbook, keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for
Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in order to Sustain Equity Work,
in building teacher efficacy in regard to teaching their students of color.

All of the participants spoke to the value of focusing targeted instruction on focal
students as one of the main benefits of implementing Keeping Equity in Mind. They
reported feeling overwhelmed when having to “worry” about their entire class, and they
felt a sense of ease when they were “allowed” to just zoom in and focus on three to five
focal students. In addition to feeling a sense of ease, they felt more efficacious. One
participant reported, “I can do this. It doesn’t feel completely defeating,” in response to

focusing targeted instruction on three to five focal students. In addition, they reported
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seeing higher levels of engagement from all the students in their class as a result of their
focused planning.

| think one of the main benefits is choosing who your students are going to be
because then you can be much more focused in designing your lessons and much
more aware of their um . . . success, so if you know who the kids are, and you
plan a lesson that you think they can be successful at, and then you do the
assessment and get the immediate feedback, you can then meet with them more
quickly. It’s just more focused teaching. That alone makes a huge difference.
They need . . . kids who are on the cusp of success or a little bit below that need
constant feedback. It feels manageable to do it for five kids and be really
consistent with five kids. It’s harder to do it when there are 30. So, if you can
narrow it down to really worrying about those five, then those other seven that are
also in that group creep in and you can manage it. At least that’s how I’m feeling.
(Audrey, personal interview)

Vincent also reported feeling a sense of ease and a higher sense of efficacy when
focusing on a small “pocket of students.”

What . . . | guess what | feel like really helped me was . . . I get lost sometimes
trying to figure out how to craft my lessons and saying, okay, these are some
students who are on the bubble . . . like focus on these kids because the high fliers
are going to get it and roll with it, and it may help some of those other lower kids
that are struggling, too. So just saying, okay, here is a small pocket of kids . . .
learn about these kids and help them out . . . | feel like that really helped me at
least in this process to be like okay, what do | need to do differently . . . just
thinking about those kids and addressing their needs. That was awesome. That
was really helpful and really kind of put things in perspective. You know instead
of trying to say, hey, I need to hit this one girl who has never passed a class in her
life and this one girl who is you know a 110% . . . you know . . . how do |
challenge both? So that can stretch you thin. So trying to say, okay, let’s look at
these middle kids . . . let’s look at the bubble kids and really focus on what their
needs are. That really helped me kinda do the process but also reevaluate how to
build things in the future. (Vincent, personal interview)

Kate mirrored a similar sentiment:

I guess, too...I was thinking how when you are focused on a smaller group of
kids, you are more focused on their body language, and of course you are always
checking everyone and looking to see who seems like they are zoning out and
who is paying attention, but just kind of watching and noticing when Mateo was
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more engaged, and asking questions and excited . . . and not just Mateo out of 30
[kids], but Mateo out of 5. (Kate, personal interview)

Seema reported also feeling as though focusing on fewer students made the obstacle of
reaching the students who were not meeting standard more attainable.
I think . ..um ... I feel like a lot of times when you are faced with a lot of data, it
can be really difficult to think about how you are going to change anything, and
when you are focusing on a small number of students, that really gives you the
opportunity to do something with that small number. Just intentionally picking a
certain group of students to focus on was really beneficial because in a class size
of 36, people can really get lost. Picking a few students isn’t as overwhelming as
saying you are going to do this for every one of your students in every one of your
classes. (Seema, personal interview)
Similarly, Jessa stated:
It’s nice to just have a few kids to focus on. I mean, it’s not that you aren’t
helping your whole class, but it’s nice to zoom in on a few kids . . . | liked doing
that because then it does help you get to know them better as a learner. (Jessa,
personal interview)
| can conclude that, because the participants in this study reported feeling a sense
of ease when given the opportunity to focus their instructional goals on the specific needs
of three to five focal students, the use of the focal student strategy presented in the
handbook supports teacher leaders in taking the first steps to address equity in their
classrooms. Prior to using this strategy, participants mentioned feeling as though they
were overwhelmed with meeting the needs of all of their students, so they continued to
teach in the manner with which they had been teaching prior to participating in equity
training. However, upon selecting three to five focal students, participants felt as though
they could do something to begin to close the achievement gap in their classrooms. |

believe, as a result of selecting focal students, participants finally felt as though teaching

equitably was manageable. It was no longer a mystery—they had a plan.
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A third, unexpected, theme regarding focal students arose. Several participants
reported that those students who had been “invisible” in their classrooms were finally
“seen” as a result of focal group membership. Participants no longer allowed themselves
to permit students to go unnoticed or to become invisible. Because the process of
selecting focal students required the participants to be aware of what was happening with
their focal students, they were obligated to pull those invisible students into the spotlight.
Vincent reported, “Just being mindful of making a connection with these students has
really helped. I feel like before, they would very successfully hide in plain sight, and that
wasn’t happening anymore.” Jessa, Seema, and Kate all described similar experiences.

It was just nice to focus on a few kids who may not always be focused on,
because they are good little girls . . . they blend in. They follow the directions.
They try their hardest, and I have to spend all of my energy on those turkeys over
there . . . you know what | mean . . . so, it was really nice to force myself to say,
no . ..she’s my focus . . . I’'m going to make sure | get to her every day to help
her, so it was nice to have that target that I'm going to really work on those kids
and not let them slip through the cracks because they are good and quiet . . .
because it is so easy to overlook them. (Jessa, personal interview)

| feel like for some of my focal students who are maybe more quiet or less vocal, |
was able to get to know them a little bit better and create some relationships with
them. Some of them didn’t have that problem of being quiet, and I got to know
them better as well. There was one young man who just really is very well
behaved, and he never draws attention to himself, and it just really gave me an
opportunity to get to know him a little bit more. (Seema, personal interview)

| think there is something about when the students know you are going to
continue to call on them, and you are not going to let them be invisible anymore
... and that also that when they don’t do well that you are going to come back
and say, okay . . . let’s go over this and let me explain this again. | think that is
important. You know . . . knowing that they won’t be let off the hook. (Kate,
personal interview)

| did not anticipate focal students who had been considered invisible by their

teachers prior to implementing Keeping Equity in Mind would suddenly become visible.
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As this theme continued to emerge in the final interview data, | concluded that, as a result
of implementing the strategy of identifying focal students, participants no longer allowed
themselves to overlook students who were quiet and compliant. They were forced to see
the students who had “hid[den] in plain sight,” which resulted in participants realizing
they needed to hold all their students accountable—especially those students who were
traditionally overlooked.

Another finding, specific to the participants teaching at the secondary level, was
focal students began to advocate for themselves through making an extra effort to work
with their teachers on their own time. Both Vincent and Seema reported some of their
focal students initiated conversations with them advocating for themselves as a result of
the [participants’ perceived] relationship they were building with them.

Making that emphasis on the personal connection with the students | was

targeting has really already shown dividends, because last night, two of the three

students | was focusing on were in my office late working on things with me, so |
don’t know . . . I don’t know exactly how that happened . . . maybe it was just

focusing on their interests and having that extra little layer of awareness, but that
much at least is showing something. They came by for help. They were like, hey,

I need ... I’m doing this . . . I don’t understand this . . . um, can we do this,

please. [They had] never advocated for themselves. Never asked for help. They

would ask for help in class, but not outside of class like hey, let’s sit down . . . and

it was actually really cool. They were like, all right, let’s go home and leave, and I

said, you know you girls have been here for 45 minutes, and they were like, 45
minutes? It didn’t seem that long. It just seemed like a little bit of time. | was like,

oh, well . . . cool. It was nice. It was really, really nice. It was definitely one of
those moments when | was like, okay, this is why I do this. (Vincent, personal
interview)

Similarly, Seema reported:

I made a point of working with this student and then he made a real point of
working with me, so | think that um . . . when he could see | was focused on him
that made him want to focus more on the class as well. (Seema, personal
interview)
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Through implementing the strategy of selecting focal students, participants were
surprised to see several of their focal students begin to advocate for themselves
academically. Prior to implementing the handbook, participants reported their focal
students did not ask for help, nor did they stay after school for extra support. Participants
perceived the cause for this shift in focal student behavior was a result of the effort they
had invested in getting to know their focal students. While this was an unexpected
finding, | find it quite interesting that this phenomenon occurred only at the secondary
level. I am curious if, with continued focus on particular students, focal students at the
primary level would begin to advocate for themselves as well.

In addition to the secondary students beginning to advocate for themselves,
participants at both the primary and secondary level described feeling as though building
relationships with their focal students was causing several of their focal students to begin
to identify themselves as more serious students. Participants reported seeing a “shift in
[their] focal students’ attitudes” as the cycles progressed. Audrey described how a shift
occurred in one of her students, Jesus, from being the classroom’s class clown to a more
serious student.

Jesus is way more motivated. He has become a self-manager [a title given to

students who have proven they are responsible], because he is getting his

homework in because he is finally understanding math. So, he is able to do it at
home and bring it in. He is seeing himself much more as a student and much more
less as a goof-off. I think it’s because he is getting lots of positive attention for
working hard. I don’t only give him lots of positive attention for getting the
answer right, but I’'m like, oh my gosh, you are working so hard at that . . . look at
your understanding. (Audrey, personal interview)

Kate reported feeling as though one of her focal students, Martin, had begun to

show a level of trust with her he had not previously displayed. Kate mentioned the
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process of focusing on him had allowed her to understand more about “what made him
tick” and realize his anxiety regarding his identity as a student.

| think Martin has a better sense that | really care as opposed to | want him to fit
inside the box. Because | talk with him a lot . . . he does not fit inside the box and
he does not . . . he cannot pay attention. Even when he is compliant and he sits
and he listens, he is not paying attention. But he knows . . . | think he feels safer
knowing that | want to help him work on that as opposed to me getting him to sit
on the carpet, put his eyes in this direction, do this with your assignment. I think
he gets that he’s not going to be able to do it that way, and we are going to have to
figure out a way for him to learn where he isn’t the same as everyone else. He is a
lot less anxious because he is not constantly trying to figure out what my rules are
and feel like he didn’t do them successfully. (Kate, personal interview)

Vincent also discussed a shift in attitude for the focal students who began to
advocate for themselves. He believed those particular focal students were beginning to
trust him more with their “academic lives,” which was fostering a relationship that was
not only helpful to the focal students, but was beneficial to Vincent as well.

It’s so much better now. | mean, | always felt like | had good relationships with
my students, but now I feel like it’s really going both ways, and I feel like they
can trust me with their academic lives and talk openly about how they do things.
Because even when they were here, we were talking about how they take notes . .
. all those little things that help you understand where they’re coming from and
what they’re seeing. So, | think it helped both of us . . . you know . . . both parties
a whole lot just being able to have that kind of conversation. I’m going to take
their feedback into account. I’'m going to change things. Um, you know some of
the things they said they didn’t like, I'm like, okay . . . | can definitely tweak my
class to accommodate that, and some of the things that worked for them I can
incorporate that more. (Vincent, personal interview)

As a result of participants making the effort to talk to and engage their focal
students, through the use of relationship building strategies presented in Keeping Equity
in Mind, participants perceived their focal students began to see themselves differently as

students.
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Another theme that emerged from the data was that of time, or lack of it. When
asked how realistic the process of planning and implementing a cycle of inquiry is, nearly
all the participants mentioned time as a factor in seeing results. Vincent reported feeling
participating in one cycle of inquiry was not long enough. He anticipated he would not
see immediate gains academically, but would likely have an increase in student
engagement and buy-in due to his taking the time to focus on building relationships.

When I get their results, I’'m thinking, “Okay, what am I going to hope for?” |

hope that it [their assessment data] is better than the last one. And then, I’'m

looking at it and it’s just . . . well, yeah . . . it’s been one cycle—a couple of

lessons and a couple of check-ins. Am | really going to see this dramatic change
in this student, and I don’t think I’m going to see anything [academic growth]
immediately, but | am seeing a lot more just personal buy-in to my class and to
me. And they [focal students] are willing to—wanting to—have a better
relationship with me, because I’m being more mindful of building that
relationship and being more mindful of what they need and what they want from
school and trying to accommaodate them as best | can. | think the academic piece
will take a bit longer. Maybe four or five cycles to actually see results. (Vincent,
personal interview)

The concept of time came up when Audrey was talking about the in-depth
planning her team did during their first cycle of inquiry, and how she was not sure how
one could do such in-depth planning in all subject areas.

You don’t realize how important focused, in-depth planning is. When you do it,

you realize how important and how much better it is, and how much better of a

teacher you are, if you can spend the time to focus on really focused planning. It’s

just so time consuming for every subject. (Audrey, personal interview)
Similarly, during Sunset High School’s planning meeting, Ella stated, “Trying all these
new strategies takes time . . . first for locating materials, and second for figuring out how

you are going to deliver the information. It isn’t necessarily a bad thing . . . it’s just

something to consider.”
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On the contrary, Kate did not feel the time it took to plan the in-depth lesson
associated with a cycle of inquiry as a hindrance. Instead, she commented on the time it
took to ensure one is being mindful of engaging focal students. “The hardest thing is
stopping and being mindful of engaging the focal students. It’s not that it takes more
time, but it just takes you finding the time in the day to fit it in.”

While time was certainly a challenge addressed by the participants in
implementing the strategies in Keeping Equity in Mind, Audrey expressed the value of
building relationships with and focusing on focal students as a valuable practice, because
her efforts carried over into all subject areas. Her cycle of inquiry was focused
specifically on mathematics, but she noticed differences in some of her focal students
across subject areas. She reported having realized that taking the time to get to know her
focal students, Jesus in particular, allowed her focal students to feel more connected to
their learning throughout the school day, not just during her instruction of math.

In this cycle, yeah, we focused on math, but we were focused on getting to know

those kids and building relationships with them. So, that’s all subjects. Even if

I’'m getting to know Jesus, so I can better teach him math, he is sharing during

reading, writing, and social studies in a way he hasn’t before, so that’s got to get

him more engaged. If he feels safer because he has a better relationship with me,
then that is going to cover all these other subjects, too. Yeah, it was about math,
but really, it was about getting to know them. (Audrey, personal interview)

| believe this finding speaks to the value of implementing the practices presented
in Keeping Equity in Mind. Educational leaders are constantly juggling time (or lack
thereof) in order to meet the academic needs of their students while maintaining a

rigorous pace in order to meet the academic goals set forth by grade level standards. The

notion that the strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind may facilitate increased
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engagement and buy-in for focal students across content areas is encouraging. This
finding suggests the time taken to get to know focal students and plan cycles of inquiry
with them in mind is not limited to the subject area in which the cycle of inquiry is
focused. Rather, the time dedicated to that particular subject area carries over into other
subject areas, thus making the time investment worthwhile.

The participants in this study were given multiple opportunities to share their
opinions regarding the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind. Through participation in
interviews and completion of surveys, the participants shared the aspects of the handbook
which they found most valuable as well as those they felt were not as useful to the
process. In addition to gathering perception data regarding the product through interviews
and surveys, | also observed the participants as they interacted with the tool, which
allowed me to understand how they felt as they were in the process of implementing the
strategies described in Keeping Equity in Mind.

One theme that was frequently discussed by the participants was the value of the
emphasis on collecting and analyzing data while participating in a cycle of inquiry.

It’s those simple things. Like, I know I should be pulling data on my students and

seeing what their test scores are and seeing . . . you know, before | even walk into

the classroom . . . where they’re at, but I don’t do that. That’s a very simple thing
that it’s like, no duh, I should be doing that . . . um . .. so that was really cool to
visualize and to see where my kids are . . . it’s like one of those things you know,
but sometimes you know, but you don’t do it enough, so this forced me to do it,
and | see the power of it. I'm like, okay, got it. | get it. (Vincent, personal
interview)

In addition, Audrey discussed the value of participating in a cycle of inquiry and

using the data collected to drive instruction as a possible vehicle to begin to close the

achievement gap in her classroom.
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The whole point of it [the cycle of inquiry] is to focus in on the kids who have an
achievement gap. Focus their instruction, collect the data, change your instruction,
and collect more data . . . I mean that’s the whole point of it, so if you are
consistent with it, and you are planning meaningful lessons and providing the
right interventions for those kids, and really assessing them . . . and doing
something about the assessment rather than just writing it in your gradebook . . .
yeah, I can’t imagine what else you could do to change the achievement gap.
(Audrey, personal interview)

As a result of the process, several of the participants reported feeling as though
they would continue to use the strategies they learned through participating in this study,
because it made their teaching better. Audrey commented on feeling changed by the
process of specifically selecting focal students and how she planned to continue this
practice even after the study had concluded.

I think when you go through a process like this, you don’t ever . . . you’re

changed. You’re not going to ever start the year again without asking, ‘who are

the kids I really need to focus on? Who are the kids that | need to get to know
better, so I can better teach them?” Whether they are already successful and need
to be pushed up to the next level, or they are the ones who are on the cusp of
falling below, and they need to have me put a lot of extra work into them, because

I think once you’ve had an experience like this, you replicate it . . . even if it’s not

in the most formal way. (Audrey, personal interview)

Similarly, Vincent discussed the ease with which the processes presented in
Keeping Equity in Mind would support his work in being “an agent of social change” in
his classroom. Through participating in equity training, he got the “big picture,” but
through implementing Keeping Equity in Mind, he got the “nitty-gritty” on how to
implement equity work into his daily routine.

It’s good work. We went through this equity training and that was, for me, really

powerful. Seeing how that translates to my kids—I want to be doing stuff like this

[processes learned in Keeping Equity in Mind] a lot more than a lot of the stuff

I’'m doing. This stuff is really cool, and | would like it to be a greater focus on

what we do as educators and how we view education and our jobs. We are agents
of social change. We are here to help all of these communities that have
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disenfranchised over the years. So, something like this [Keeping Equity in Mind]
is so easy. Look at these kids, talk to them, what do they need . . . it’s almost a no
brainer. It’s that easy. (Vincent, personal interview)

Kate commented on how, through participation in this study, she felt her team had
done better planning then they had done previously. She reported, “I hope we can
maintain this level of planning, because it just feels so much better.”

Just the team planning | think is so important. I think it makes you a better teacher

... When you are making decision[s] as a team, I think it’s just the potential for

success is so much higher than when you are just making the judgments yourself.

(Kate, personal interview)

In addition to improved planning, Kate reported feeling as though focusing on one
specific standard for their cycle of inquiry as a “very appealing” process for planning
lessons, which she planned to continue.

It’s small and simple, and that makes it so much easier, because the cycle is so

tidy. Even that you just can look at one standard and say, “This is the one thing

we are going to look at.” And see how they do. That makes it really appealing . . .

It’s pretty simple, and like I said, it is realistic. It’s not cumbersome. It’s not like

you are having to collect extra data. You can use the data you are already using.

You just pull your subject area and look at it. It’s realistic. (Kate, personal

interview)

In order to answer the primary research question, How useful is the handbook,
Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their
Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work, in building teacher efficacy in regard to
teaching students of color, I analyzed the initial and final interview data to determine if

there had been a shift in the participants’ perceived self-efficacy in regard to teaching

students of color. Table 18 highlights the findings.
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Teacher Perceived Self-Efficacy in Teaching Their Students of Color Prior To and After
Implementing Keeping Equity in Mind

Participant

Perceived Efficacy Prior to Implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind

Perceived Efficacy After Implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind

Kate

“I feel okay teaching diverse populations,
but I am aware | could be better prepared .
..you know . . . we need more strategies.”

“It’s small and simple and that makes it
so much easier because the cycle is so
tidy. Even that you can just look at one
standard and say this is the one thing we
are going to look at and see how they do
... that makes it really appealing. . . . for
a school that wanted to make a difference
with their students of color, I think this
process could make a huge difference. |
feel like it is something we can actually
put into action.”

Audrey

“I don’t know. I guess | feel okay, but |
wish | had more resources . . . Like what
can | do in my classroom to start teaching
more equitably?”’

“The whole point [of this process] was to
focus on the kids who have an academic
gap, focus their instruction, collect data,
change your instruction, collect more data
... I mean that’s the whole point of it, so
if you are consistent with it, and you are
planning meaningful lessons and
providing the right interventions for those
kids and really assessing them and doing
something about the assessment rather
than just writing it in your grade book . . .
yeah, I can’t imagine what else you could
do to change the achievement gap. This is
manageable.”

Jessa

“I do not feel comfortable teaching diverse
groups of students. I have had some
training teaching students who speak other
languages, so | feel more confident
teaching those students; however, | have
not received training for specific strategies
for working with students of color, and |
feel 1 need more strategies for working
with students of poverty as well. | need to
know how to integrate equity work with all
of the other work that goes on in a
classroom in terms of varying abilities.”

“Well, I think that it is satisfying to see
the test results and to see all the time I’ve
been spending with these kids is paying
off, so it makes me feel more confident
and it makes me feel better that there are
strategies you can do to actually help
these kids and they are actually good for
all kids, so why not! So, yeah, I definitely
feel more confident.”
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Perceived Efficacy Prior to Implementing

Perceived Efficacy After Implementing

students of color—period. | feel pretty
sheltered here at Sunset High School. |
would be scared shitless (pardon the
phrase, I couldn’t think of a better way to
describe it) to teach in a school with more
racial diversity.”

Participant Keeping Equity in Mind Keeping Equity in Mind

Vincent “One of the things | really left [equity “This is exactly what I needed! | just
training] with was like, okay, | understand | want tools, and | want ways to view
I have these biases that are informing things, and | want to get as much
everything I do, but I don’t know what information as possible. Anything that
they are exactly . . . I don’t know how to makes my life easier, I love . .. and this
... I know that it’s happening, but I don’t [holding up Keeping Equity in Mind] is
know how it is manifesting itself in my what | want to do. I don’t know it just
teaching. I don’t know how to teach makes sense to me. | love it. | have a
differently.” plan.”

Seema “I feel confident about teaching diverse “Some of the strategies were useful. |
populations, but I also know that I will don’t know if I feel more confident now
make mistakes. Creating a culture where than | did at the beginning, but I will
even the teacher can learn and grow is definitely continue to use some of the
key.” strategies.”

Ella “I don’t feel confident as a teacher of No longer participating in study.

Teacher efficacy was affected at different levels for the participants in this study.

Some participants, like Vincent, went from reporting, “I don’t know how to teach

differently” to “This [Keeping Equity in Mind] is what | want to do . . . I have a plan.”

Similarly, Jessa’s self-efficacy increased as a result of implementing Keeping Equity in

Mind. She initially reported, “I do not feel confident at all teaching diverse groups of

students.” Following her participation in this study, she reported,

Well, I think that it is satisfying to see the test results and to see all the time I’ve
been spending with these kids is paying off, so it makes me feel more confident
and it makes me feel better that there are strategies you can do to actually help
these kids and they are actually good for all kids, so why not! So, yeah, |
definitely feel more confident. (Jessa, personal interview)
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While Jessa and Vincent directly stated they felt more efficacious about teaching their
students of color, Audrey and Kate reported having a plan that felt manageable.

The whole point [of this process] was to focus on the kids who have an academic

gap, focus their instruction, collect data, change your instruction, collect more

data . .. I mean that’s the whole point of it, so if you are consistent with it, and

you are planning meaningful lessons and providing the right interventions for

those kids and really assessing them and doing something about the assessment

rather than just writing it in your grade book . . . yeah, I can’t imagine what else

you could do to change the achievement gap. This is manageable. (Audrey,

personal interview)

Similarly, Kate stated that, through using Keeping Equity in Mind, she felt she
“[had] a plan”; something that was missing from her practice prior to participation in this
study. While Kate and Audrey did not specifically state they had an increase in
confidence as a result of participating in this study, we can infer that transitioning from
sentiments such as, “What can I do in my classroom to start teaching more equitably” to
comments such as, “I can’t imagine what else you could do to change the achievement
gap. This is manageable,” shows that, while Audrey did not directly state she felt more
confident, because she had a manageable plan, we can infer she does. While Jessa,
Vincent, Audrey and Kate all reported have increased levels of self-efficacy, Seema was
not confident her confidence had increased as a result of this study, “I don’t know if I feel
more confident now than | did at the beginning, but I will definitely continue to use some
of the strategies.” Seema did not share the same sentiment as the other participants, but
she valued the strategies she learned in the process.

As a result of analyzing the data collected during the final interviews, | believe

Keeping Equity in Mind is a valuable tool for educational leaders attempting to close the

achievement gap for students of color. Participants reported feeling as though they had a
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plan for teaching more equitably and that, as a result of using the strategies presented in
the handbook, they felt as though their focal students had become more actively engaged
in lessons across content areas. In addition, they reported students who had traditionally
been disengaged were no longer invisible, and participants at the secondary level reported
their focal students began to advocate for themselves academically. The value of using
this tool was corroborated in the data collected in the final survey.

Survey of the handbook. The final survey (Appendix E) of the handbook,
administered at the conclusion of the study, provided summative feedback on the
perceived usefulness of the handbook, and was compiled of four major sections:

e Usefulness of each section of the handbook,

e Most Useful and/or least useful aspects of each section of the handbook,

e What should be added to or omitted from each section of the handbook, and

e The likelihood of participants to continue using strategies presented in the
handbook

Participants were asked to rate the usefulness of each section as least useful, not useful,
useful, or most useful to them as they continue equity work. As stated previously in this
chapter, usefulness is defined as practical information for teacher leaders attempting to
continue equity work in their classrooms once formal equity training has ended. In
addition, participants were asked if the content was fully developed with necessary
details and examples. Participants were also asked to answer open-ended questions
regarding their perception of the most and least useful aspects of each section. Table 19

summarizes the data collected from the final survey.
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Summary of Data Collection from Final Survey
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. Perceived Most/Least Useful Aspects of Possible Additions and/or
Survey Question Usefulness of . . .
. Section Deletions to Section
Section
How useful is 80% Useful “This section sets up the perimeters | NA
the Author’s 20% Most [parameters] of the study. It briefly
Note section? Useful addresses other concerns of equity,
but moves past them to focus on
racial equity. Without this section,
an educator would be left
wondering, ‘Why choose students
based upon racial ethnicity?’”
“It was a good lead in to why we do
this work, and I liked that you
included struggles of all students,
not focusing on one of the many
ways our students identify
themselves.”
How useful is 80% Useful “I think I found your story more NA
the About the 20% Most engaging when we met and talked,
Author section? | yseful but the detail here was nice. My

favorite line was at the end of the
sixth paragraph where you shift the
focus of education to providing
access to all students.”

“Much like teaching and using
learning targets, this section helped
me understand what the purpose of
the handbook was and helped me
see how it could be a helpful
resource in planning.”

How useful is
the Why Does
Equity Work
Matter section?

60% Useful

40% Most
Useful

“I'm already trying to keep equity at
the forefront of my teaching, so this
helped reaffirm what | was doing
and why.”

“I felt like the research quoted gave
the project purpose and created buy-
in for the user (me).”

“Data specific to the
region in which the
handbook is being
distributed would be a
great addition. For
example, there could be a
specific paragraph
(different for each
edition) for each state in
which the handbook
would be used. With
nationwide data, | think
educators still feel they
can pass the buck.”
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the Ripple Effect
section?

40% Useful

20% Most
Useful

liked the visual of the ripple, and |
like being reassured that going
through this process would help
ALL my students.”

. Perceived Most/Least Useful Aspects of Possible Additions and/or
Survey Question Usefulness of . . .
. Section Deletions to Section
Section
How useful is 60% Useful “This section clearly laid out how NA
the How Does a | 4005 Most this work can relate to student
Cycle of Inquiry | yseful growth goals.”
Support My “This is exactly what I’'m looking
Work with for as this was the exact type of
Common Core evaluation | was going through at
Student Learning the same time. | wish | had read the
and Growth handbook first, as it made more
Goals section? sense than the district goal system.”
How useful is 20% Not Useful | “The Cycle Process section was “Cut?”
the 60% Useful clear, but honestly, I skimmed the
Con_gra:[)ulatlons 20% Most rest. . o
section Useful “The specific description of the
cycle was particularly useful, as a
preview of what is to come.”
“I specifically appreciated the
numbered list of the process. | like
to know the big picture of what is
entailed in the overall process, and
this was clear, concise and felt very
doable.”
How useful is 60% Useful “Very intuitive, visually NA
the How Do We | 4005 Most impressive—it was the heart of the
Determine Fqcal Useful guidebook in my opinion.”
Students section?
How useful is 20% Not Useful | “This put me at ease right away. | NA

How useful was
the Achievement
Zones section?

40% Useful

60% Most
Useful

“This clearly laid out the zones, and
I especially like the visual on page
16.”

“I like the visual of the red, yellow,
green zones.”

“Easy to follow and intuitive.”

“Any way to connect to
growth goals?”
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. Perceived Most/Least Useful Aspects of Possible Additions and/or
Survey Question Usefulness of . . .
. Section Deletions to Section
Section
How useful was | 80% Useful “The example on page 18 was “The form could be
the Focal 20% Most especially helpful.” altered for classroom
Students section? | yseful assessments when state

assessment data is not
available.”

“Maybe offer a couple of
different examples.”

How useful was

100% Useful

“I like the concrete examples that

“Have teachers look at

section?

“A good reminder.”

the Building teachers can use right away.” kids outside of the
strong “I like the resource from Aurora classroom. Have lunch
Relationships Public Schools. | am planning to try | With them, take them out
section? out some of those strategies.” for an extra recess, let
“I feel like this is a personal them sty in at recess a|_1d
. o . chat about non-academic
strength of mine but it is incredibly things.”
important.” '
“Hang out with kids at
recess as a method of
connecting. Eating lunch
with a child can also have
a positive effect. A busy
teacher might wince at
giving up some free time
(or work time) to meet
with a child for a
lengthier time, but it is a
worthwhile investment.”
How useful is 80% Useful “This section clearly outlines the NA
the Equity 20% Most differences between equity and
Versus Equality | yseful equality.”

How useful was
the Equitable
Teaching
Strategies
section?

20% Not Useful
40% Useful

40% Most
Useful

“Seems like things I’ve learned
before. | see the importance in
general, but I didn’t really need it.”

“I think these could be valuable
resources for staff development as
well as for individuals.”

“I had to try one of the links several
times. It is hard to type in the links
in general. Regarding equity sticks:
Pretty sneaky writing a student’s
name on more than one stick. | will
have to remember that.”

“What bout appointment
Clocks? It allows students
choice in partnerships, but
does not allow them to
return to one child over
and over again.”
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Survey Question

Perceived
Usefulness of
Section

Most/Least Useful Aspects of
Section

Possible Additions and/or
Deletions to Section

How useful is
the What is a
Cycle of Inquiry
section?

100% Useful

“Very intuitive.”

“I would like more visuals
or forms.”

Student survey?

20% Useful

How useful is 20% Least “I’ve seen things like this before.” “Cut?”
the Getting To Useful “I wouldn’t use it.””

Know ZOU 40% Not Useful

survey: 40% Useful

How useful is 20% Least NA “Cut?”
the Getting to Useful

Know Your 60% Not Useful

All of the participants found the Author’s Note and About the Author sections in

the handbook useful or most useful. One participant reported, “Much like teaching and

using learning targets, this section helped me understand what the purpose of the

handbook was and helped me see how it could be a helpful resource in planning.” In both
the Why Does Equity Work Matter and How Does a Cycle of Inquiry Support My Work
with Common Core Student Growth and Learning Goals sections, 60% of the participants
found the sections useful, and 40% of the participants found the sections most useful. In
regard to the section of the handbook addressing the common core, one participant stated,
“This is exactly what I’'m looking for as this was the exact type of evaluation I was going
through at the same time. | wish I had read the handbook first, as it made more sense than
the district goal system.”
Interestingly, 60% of the participants found the Congratulations section useful,

while 20% found it most useful and 20% found it not useful. It was data such as this that
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really caused me pause. | had one participant who clearly valued the inclusion of this
section, rating it most useful, and another who questioned whether or not the section
should be cut all together from the handbook. Ultimately, | decided to look at the data as
a whole: 80% of the participants ranked it as useful or most useful, and only 20% had
ranked it as not useful; therefore, | decided not to cut the section, but rather, to keep it in
its original form.

In terms of the How Do We Determine Focal Students section, 40% of the
participants found it most useful and 60% found this section to be useful; therefore, the
section remained in the handbook. Similarly, the section on achievement zones received
40% useful responses and 60% most useful responses; however, one participant asked, is
there “any way to connect to growth goals?” The data | collected in the planning meeting
observations and through interviews supported the suggestion of revising this section to
better mirror the common core student learning and growth goals. See Step 7:
Operational product revisions for a more in-depth discussion of the revisions made to this
section.

In regard to the section that introduced the concept of the ripple effect, 40% of the
participants found this discussion useful, 20% found it most useful, and 20% found it not
useful. One participant stated, “This put me at ease right away. | liked the visual of the
ripple, and I like being reassured that going through this process would help ALL my
students.” All of the participants found the section of building relationships with their
students useful, and two participants shared similar suggestions for additional strategies I

might include in the handbook. One participant suggested, “Have teachers look at kids
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outside of the classroom. Have lunch with them; take them out for extra recess, let them
stay in at recess and chat about non-academic things.” Another participant suggested,

Hang out with kids at recess as a method of connecting. Eating lunch with a child

can also have a positive effect. A busy teacher might wince at giving up some free

time (or work time) to meet with a child for a lengthier time, but it is as
worthwhile investment.
Therefore, I decided to add the strategies of having lunch with or “just hanging out” with
students at recess to the section on building strong relationships with students.

Eighty percent of the participants found the section on equitable teaching
practices useful or most useful, while 20% found it not useful. One participant reported
having trouble logging on to one of the websites suggested in the further resources
section due to the long web address of the webpage. Because of this participant’s struggle
to log on to the site | suggested, | determined a possible implication for future
development of the product would be to develop a website dedicated to the handbook, so
readers could log on to the webpage and access links directly, rather than having to type
in long URL addresses.

The majority of the participants found the Getting to Know You survey and the
Getting to Know Your Student survey least useful or not useful (20% least useful; 40%
not useful for the student survey and 20% least useful and 60% not useful for the parent
survey). Participants reported, “I’ve seen stuff like this before,” and, “I wouldn’t use it,”
in regard to the Getting to Know You surveys. As a result of this data, | determined it
made sense to delete both surveys from the handbook.

In addition to asking questions regarding the usefulness of particular sections of

the handbook, the final survey asked participants which, if any, of the strategies used
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during their cycles of inquiry they planned to use in the future. Participants were given
the option of answering, Definitely Not, No, Yes, or Definitely Will to questions
regarding particular aspects of the implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind. Table 20

summarizes their responses.

Table 20

Participants’ Likelihood to Continue Using Strategies Used in Keeping Equity in Mind

Survey Question Participants’ Responses

I will continue to use a cycle of inquiry model to 40% Yes; 60% Definitely Yes
plan my lessons.

I will continue to focus my lessons to meet the 20% Yes; 80% Definitely Yes
needs of my focal students.

I will continue to use strategies from this 40% Yes; 60% Definitely Yes
handbook to build strong relationships with my

students.

I will continue to use the equitable teaching 20% Yes; 80% Definitely Yes

strategies | used in this process.

How useful a tool is Keeping Equity in Mind for 60% Useful; 40% Most Useful
teachers dedicated to teaching equitably?

The data represented in Table 20 shows the participants’ likelihood to continue
using strategies they used while implementing the handbook. Clearly, the participants
learned strategies that they found valuable during this process, because 100% of the
participants had plans to continue using a cycle of inquiry model focused on focal
students while planning their lessons. In addition, 60% of the participants found the
handbook useful, and 40% of the participants found the handbook most useful for
teachers dedicated to teaching equitably. While I understand Keeping Equity in Mind is

not the only solution to closing the achievement gap, it is clear from the participants’
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plans to continue using the strategies presented in the handbook that it is one solution
educators can use as they begin equity work in their classrooms.

Summary of data collection. The data in this study was collected in order to
answer the primary and secondary research questions presented earlier in this chapter.
Both summative and formative data were collected in order to guide the operational
revisions of the handbook and to determine the efficacy of the product. This section
attempts to answer the research questions guiding this study. It begins with a discussion
of the secondary questions and concludes with a discussion of the primary research
questions.

How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in supporting educators in explicitly
thinking of their students of color as they plan their weekly lessons? Based on the data
collected in this study, it can be concluded that Keeping Equity in Mind supports
educators in explicitly thinking of their students of color as they plan their weekly
lessons. Recall the planning that happened in Johnson Elementary’s Cycle 1 Planning
Meeting. The participants explicitly thought of their focal students as they planned the
pictorial input lesson. They replaced the names of teachers with the names of focal
students in the story associated with the pictorial input. While this may seem a small
gesture, it is my assumption the focal students have not had this type of
acknowledgement often in their educational histories. It is also important to note that the
participants at Johnson not only discussed specific strategies to address their focal
students, but they discussed how to better meet the needs of their English language

learners and their TAG students as well.
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In addition, recall Vincent’s statement regarding his plans to adjust his lesson
planning after having met after school with two of his focal students, “I’m like, okay, I
can definitely tweak my class to accommodate that [activities his focal students felt did
not work for them] and some of the things that worked for them, | can incorporate that
more.” Similarly, Audrey reported having included more hands-on activities in her math
instruction to specifically engage two of her “busy” focal students. “If we do Build,
Sketch, Record, it will keep them busy [on the mathematical content] and engaged; rather
than me just modeling it up front [direct instruction].” In addition, the amount of time
focused on building relationships with the focal students supported the participants in
designing lessons that would support the students’ engagement and learning.

How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping educators build stronger
relationships with their students of color? Based on the data collected, | have concluded
this is one of the handbook’s strengths. All of the participants reported feeling as though
the time they spent building relationships with their students was a benefit of having
participated in this study, and they believed they would reap further benefits as a result of
their efforts as the school year progressed. Recall the secondary participants’ surprise
when their focal students began to advocate for themselves and began to make an effort
to initiate conversations with their teachers. | can deduce that, had the participants not
made an extra effort to get to know their focal students, the participants likely would not
have seen this shift in academic behavior from their students.

Furthermore, Audrey reported having learned “so much about Jesus that [she]

didn’t know” prior to the implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind. Because she
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learned about his extended family through casual interview techniques presented in the
handbook, she was able to

tease him about his older brother that he claims he never sees because he works
graveyards. I’ll say, “Hey, have you seen your invisible brother lately,” and he’ll
laugh and shake his head. Every now and then, he’ll sneak over to me now and
whisper, “hey, | saw my invisible brother last night. He says, hi!”” (Audrey,
personal interview)
One hundred percent of the participants in this study found the Strategies for Building
Strong Relationships with Your Focal Students useful, and they all reported plans to
continue using the strategies (as well as others) to build relationships with their students.
How useful is Keeping Equity in Mind in helping teacher leaders engage
students of color? Answering this research question posed a bit of a challenge—how
could I measure student engagement without actually talking with the students
themselves? For the purposes of this study, engagement will be measured by the students’
growth in the content area focused on for their teachers’ cycles of inquiry. Recall the
student growth data highlighted in Table16 at Johnson Elementary. Had students not been
engaged, they would certainly not have been able to show such substantial growth. It is
unclear if the handbook helped teachers engage students at the secondary level.
Anecdotally, both Seema and Vincent felt as though their focal students were more
engaged, but they did not have data to support academic growth for their focal students
(see Challenges and Issues section in chapter 5 for more detail).
What are the participants’ perceptions of the handbook’s content and usability?

The participants had a very positive perception of the handbook’s content and usability.

Vincent considered the handbook a valuable resource he could use across subject areas.
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His cycle of inquiry was in Language Arts; however, he discussed using the processes he
experienced in this study to support him in his mathematics courses.

I think it’s all best practices [the processes set forth in Keeping Equity in Mind].
I’d like to try using it to change the way | address the math course to better suit
the same students. Because, what I’ve learned from this is really pushing myself
and trying something different and the math piece, me teaching that, isum . . . it’s
new to me. I’ve never done it before, and it’s really something that I need to
improve on, so using your method [Keeping Equity in Mind] would help. It would
selfishly give me those bumpers, so | can get better at that topic, so I’d like that.
(Vincent, personal interview)

Similarly, Audrey reported feeling as though the practices she implemented as a result of
participating in two cycles of inquiry were what “good teachers do.”

I think it is all useful. I think it’s what we do. It’s just a more formalized way of
doing it. So, we might think, okay, these are my five kids in the yellow zone in
reading. We might be talking RTI or whatever, and I’m like, okay, how am |
going to reach them? I’m going to do this with them, or | am going to do that with
them, but | guess we [the fifth grade team] don’t always like plan the lesson
consistently, or we don’t always use a formative assessment to make sure that it is
working in a timely way. This helped keep us on track in doing it in a timely way.
Um . .. so that we could readjust [our instruction] more quickly. It was nice to be
able to just do this in math, but really, we need to be doing it in reading, writing,
math, social studies, science, and everything else. It does help keep you . . . even
if we only did it in one subject, and we switched that subject every cycle, I think it
could really help. (Audrey, personal interview)

She went on to report,

I think it is how we ...good teachers do things, but this helped us formalize it. We
might have been thinking about these things and had those thoughts in the back of
our heads, but we might not have formally written down kids that we are really
worried about and what exactly are we doing for them . . . um...and really owning
it as opposed to an RT1 system where somebody else teaches them that thing that
we think is really important for them to learn, and we get the number back, but
maybe we don’t necessarily know or do the relationship building part because
they are somewhere else. This helps us really formalize it and own it [the growth
of students]. (Audrey, personal interview)



148

Finally, all the participants reported plans for continuing the use of the strategies
they learned while participating in this study. | can infer from this data point, that the
participants find the content appropriate for the work they do in their classrooms in order
to close the achievement gap.

What suggestions do the educational leaders have for the improvement of this
handbook? See Tables 10, 11, and 21 for a summary of the revisions made to the
handbook based on the suggestions of the participants in this study in both the
preliminary and main field tests.

Once the data collected during this study had been analyzed in order to determine
the participants’ perceptions of the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind, | moved to
Step 7 of the R&D cycle: operational revisions.

Step 7: Operational Product Revisions

During the operational product revisions stage of the R&D cycle, the product is
revised based on the analysis of the data collected in the main field test. The data
collected in this study served two purposes: (a) to highlight areas for improvement of the
product, and (b) to determine the efficacy of the product (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995).
This section will describe the operational revisions made to the product as well as the
data I used to support those decisions.

Revision 1: Addition of section on formative assessment strategies. During the
main field test, participants were asked to specifically design and administer formative
assessments. The purpose of formative assessment is to determine where a group of

students is in regard to mastering a particular standard. The results of formative
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assessment should be used to drive instruction—that is, depending on how students do on
the formative assessment determines what you teach the next day. The teachers at
Johnson were familiar with, and already using formative assessment, in their classrooms,
so when they were asked to keep record of formative assessment data during their cycle,
this was something with which they were comfortable. At the conclusion of their cycles,
they were able to report the data they collected throughout their cycle, and explain the
decisions they made based on the assessment.

The participants at Sunset, however, had a more difficult time when it came to
assessment. We discussed formative assessment during their planning meeting, but the
participants choose to focus more on planning their lessons, and left the designing of
formative assessments for later. When their cycle concluded, and | asked the participants
about their data, both Vincent and Seema were unable to provide assessment data.
Vincent mentioned he checked in with kids and anecdotally placed students in groups of
varied levels of understanding, but he did not have record of those groups nor did he have
any recorded data. Seema mentioned giving quizzes throughout the cycle. When | asked
how they drove her instruction, it became clear the quizzes, though short, were more of a
summative assessment used to add to her gradebook, rather than drive instruction.

Because both Seema and Vincent did not do formative assessments, | wondered if
formative assessments are something with which teachers participating in a cycle of
inquiry might need support. Therefore, | determined a valuable addition to the operational

form of the handbook would be a section dedicated to providing educators with several
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formative assessment options which could be used in their classrooms in a matter of
minutes.

Revision #2: Added additional strategies for building relationships with focal
students. The participants reported feeling as though building strong relationships with
their focal students had had a major impact on the students’ engagement in their
classrooms. While the handbook used in the main field test had several different
strategies for building relationships with students, I decided to add the following
strategies to the Building Strong Relationships with Your Focal Students section: (a)
Write a Quick Note, (b) Hang out at Recess, (c) Make a Positive Phone Call Home, (d)
Have Morning Meetings, and (e) Don’t Be Afraid to Apologize.

Revision #3: Changing the language in the Focal Students section to language
that mirrors the language of student learning and growth goals (SB290; Hungerford
& Dickson, 2012). The connection between selecting focal students and the learning and
growth goals set by participants in regard to the new evaluation system prompted
revisions to the Focal Students section. According to SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson,
2012), students are ranked in one of the following categories for each standard: (a)
Limited Progress Toward Standard, (b) Progressing Toward Standard, (c) Meets the
Standard, and (d) Exceeds the Standard. | changed the language of color zones to
performance levels, and | added a fourth category (Exceeds the Standard) to the graphic
as well. I revised the Pre-Cycle Planning form to reflect the growth goals set by the
participants—that is, in the Determining Measurable Goals section of the planning sheet,

| revised the preliminary form of the goal from % of focal students will meet
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standard to read, Focal students will show growth of percentage points/rubric

points on standard during this cycle of inquiry.

Furthermore, rather than having readers choose focal students who were within
one year of meeting standard, | revised the language to reflect choosing focal students
who were in either the Limited Progress Toward Standard or the Progressing Toward
Standard performance levels. Because the focal students’ success was not going to be
based solely on whether or not they passed the state assessment, but rather whether or not
they made growth, it made sense to allow readers to choose focal students from both
performance levels.

Revision #4. As a result of the data collected in the final survey (only 20% of the
participants found it useful), | decided to delete the Getting to Know You survey and the
Getting to Know Your Student survey from the handbook.

Revision #5: Mindset survey. The following revision was not based on a theme
that emerged from the data. However, when Jessa introduced the concept to me, |
immediately thought it would make a valuable addition to the handbook. She began to
talk about mindsets and how they affect the way students view their academic
possibilities. Jessa discussed the difference between growth mindsets and fixed mindsets
and how she felt they affected learning outcomes for students.

The idea of fixed versus growth mindsets comes out of research done by Dweck
(2006) at Stanford University. When people have a fixed mindset, they believe their
intelligence or talents are fixed—they are born with a particular level of talent and/or

intelligence, and they cannot develop either trait. In contrast those with a growth mindset
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believe their intelligence and talent can be developed—intelligence can be built upon and
expanded and talents can be honed and improved (Dweck, 2006). Jessa described how
she had given her students a quiz to see where her class was in terms of fixed or growth
mindsets, and she was surprised at how many of her students were operating from the
belief system that their intelligence was fixed, and it could not be improved. Jessa
reported, “I couldn’t believe it. Three out of five of my focal students have fixed
mindsets, and | need to do something about that. If my students don’t believe they can
build and grow intellectually, it doesn’t matter what I do.” Jessa shared the materials she
had used (i.e., the quiz she gave students, the directions for scoring the quiz) with her
class, which she had gathered online.

| added the section, Do Your Students Believe They Can Learn, to the handbook,
which included a brief description of a growth mindset as well as of a fixed mindset. |
included the quiz Jessa gave to her students and the scoring guide that accompanied it. In
addition, I included the website for Dweck’s work and the link to the Ted Talks that
initially got Jessa interested in the topic of mindsets in Further Resources added to the
end of the section.

Table 21 highlights the data collected and the operational revisions made as a

result of that data.
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Operational Product Revisions
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Data Collected

Operational Product Revisions

Participants at Sunset did not use formative
assessment during their cycle of inquiry

Added a section to the handbook that describes
different formative assessments educators can use in
their classrooms to gather data and drive instruction

The process of going through a cycle of inquiry
focused on the growth of focal students matched
up nicely with the goals the participants were
asked to write following the passing of Senate
Bill 290 (SB290; Hungerford & Dickson, 2012).

“If this process had happened at a slightly
different moment, I might have used the same
data and the same group of students for that
[student learning and growth goals set at the
beginning of the year] as well. So, I think that
focusing on certain students—certain focal
groups—could definitely work alongside of
that.” (data collected during final interview)

“This would be a great tool for teachers. You
may want to consider how it aligns with the new
evaluation system, SB290.” (data collected
during preliminary field test)

Made the following changes to the Focal Students
section of the handbook:

e Added Limited Progress Toward Standard to
Red Zone

o Added Progressing Toward the Standard to
Yellow Zone
Added Meets the Standard to Green Zone
Added fourth (Blue) zone: Exceeds the Standard
Updated Table 1 to match new language and
color schemes of the performance levels

e Revised discussion regarding choosing students
in the yellow zone to choosing students in either
Limited Progress Toward Standard or the
Progressing Toward Standard performance
levels.

In regard to specific relationship building
strategies participants planned to implement
during their cycle of inquiry: “If I have to write
it [the strategies she planned to use to build
relationships with her focal students] down, |
am more likely to do it. It keeps me
accountable.”

Added a place on the Pre-Cycle Planning form for
teachers to specifically plan which relationship
building strategies they plan to use during their cycle.

Brainstormed with fifth grade team at Johnson
regarding different relationship building
strategies they had used in the past. Determined
I needed to add more strategies to the section on
relationships. | added some that the fifth grade
team reported having had success with as well
as adding others.

Added more strategies to the Strategies for Building
Strong Relationships with Your Focal Students

Positive Phone Calls Home
Leave a Note

Hang Out at Recess
Morning Meetings
Apologize

Added link to Ted Talks Education

o Rita Pierson: Build Relationships with Your
Students http://video.pbs.org/video/2365006547/

Jessa reported, “I couldn’t believe it. Three out
of five of my focal students have fixed mindsets,
and | need to do something about that. If my
students don’t believe they can build and grow
intellectually, it doesn’t matter what I do.”

Added section on Growth versus Fixed Mindset

o Defined Fixed Mindset and Growth Mindset

o Included student questionnaire and instructions
for scoring it

o Added discussion on what to do with the
information once you have collected it

o Added link to Ted Talk
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Field Testing Issues and Challenges

This study was not without its challenges. While the majority of the challenges
were minor and did not affect the overall outcomes of the study, they did present
obstacles, which needed to be overcome. The following section outlines the issues and
challenges that arose while conducting this research study.
Sample Size and Selection

The sample for the main field test of this study was a purposive sample (Johnson
& Christensen, 2008) of teachers who had participated in equity training provided by
Middleton School District. The participants at Sunset were selected because their
administrator was trying to determine an effective means by which to support his teachers
following the completion of formal equity training by his teachers. In addition, the
teachers at Johnson were selected because | had an insider perspective and an established
rapport with the fifth grade team. I hoped the relationships | had with the participants at
Johnson would allow them to be candid and provide honest feedback regarding the
efficacy of the product. A challenge associated with the use of a purposive sample is the
ability to generalize findings (Johnson & Christensen, 2008). While 1 understood going in
to this study that I would not be able to generalize the findings because of the sample, it
would make sense in future research to conduct a larger, longitudinal study in order to
determine if any of the findings in this study could be generalized or replicated.

In addition to the challenge of using a purposive sample, the sample size
presented additional unforeseen challenges. This study initially included six

participants—three elementary teachers and three secondary teachers; however, mid-
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study, one of the secondary participants, Ella, withdrew from the study, because she
resigned from her position. Her resignation was sudden, and | was unable to contact her
once she left her position in order to conduct the final interview and survey. It was
especially frustrating as a researcher, because | perceived her as one of the most
passionate participants—she seemed eager and ready to learn.

Insufficient Time

In designing this study, I anticipated one to two cycles of inquiry would be
sufficient for me to determine if participants were beginning to transform their practice as
a result of their implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind. While I could see evidence of
change in practice, | believe to truly accomplish reaching phase 10 of transformation
(Mezirow, 1997), participants would need to participate in a longitudinal study of at least
a year to determine if the participants’ practice began to internalize the use of the
strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind.

Time also presented a second challenge at the secondary level. The participants at
Sunset were nearing the end of their academic term when they began to implement
Keeping Equity in Mind. With the end of the term approaching, participants were
suddenly preoccupied with final exams, grading, and the conclusion of their term. While |
would have liked the secondary participants to do two cycles of inquiry, it became clear
that would not be a possibility within the timeframe of this study.
Fidelity to the Process

Throughout the process of this study, | was in contact with the majority of the

participants via email, telephone, and/or informal discussions at their school sites.
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However, one participant, Seema, presented a challenge in that she would not return my
emails, nor would she communicate with me via telephone. She participated in all the
major activities associated with participation in the study (i.e., equity interview, planning
meeting, final interview, and final survey); however, my perception was she was
participating in the study merely because she was a member of Sunset’s first cohort of
teachers who had been trained in equity, not because she was especially interested in
learning from the process. At Sunset’s planning meeting, it became clear she had already
planned out her term prior to the study, and she did not plan to alter those plans. At the
conclusion of the study, I conducted final interviews, and the majority of the interviews
lasted between 45 and 60 minutes. Seema’s final interview only lasted 12 minutes, which
suggests she may not have implemented the practices set forth by Keeping Equity in
Mind. She spoke positively about the experience during her final interview, but I'm fairly
certain her participation in this study did not affect her teaching practice; although, I do
believe (based on her final interview data) she used several of the strategies for building
relationships with her students, which she reported as having a positive effect.
Would the Product Work at the Secondary Level?

Another issue that arose was whether or not the handbook would be useful for
secondary teachers. When | wrote the handbook, | had elementary teachers identified as
my primary audience; | did not anticipate using the handbook with secondary teachers.
However, when the opportunity to work with a team of secondary teachers arose, |
thought it would only strengthen the integrity of the study. I looked at this obstacle as an

opportunity to get more insightful information from the data collection. In addition to
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wondering if the handbook was appropriate for secondary teachers, |1 worried I did not
have the secondary experience to get buy-in from the participants.

Thankfully, the secondary participants were so eager to get support in continuing
equity work, it did not seem to matter that | did not have secondary teaching experience. |
was welcomed into their planning meeting, and Vincent and Ella openly expressed their
gratitude for the support I was able to give them in introducing possible teaching
strategies. While it is my perception that Seema did not engage fully in the entire process,
| do not believe it is because | was lacking secondary teaching experience.

Collecting Student Assessment Data

Collecting student assessment data presented a final challenge during this study.
The participants at Johnson collected assessment data on their focal students, which they
shared with me, so | could determine whether or not participation in this study might be
affecting student growth. However, the secondary teachers did not provide their
assessment data—even after a reminder in person and several reminders via email. | came
to the possible conclusion that they did not have the data to submit, which led me to
wonder how | could support secondary teachers in assessing their students. While this
presented a challenge initially in the study, it became a valuable insight into what | might
add to the handbook: a section on formative assessment.

Chapter Summary

This section began with an overview of this study and reviewed the study’s goals

as well as the primary and secondary research questions. It discussed the activities

participants participated in at each stage of the R&D cycle (Borg & Gall, 2003), and in
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addition, this section highlighted the themes that emerged through data analysis and the
main and operational product revisions that were made to the handbook as a result of that
data. Finally, this chapter concluded with a discussion regarding the issues and challenges
that arose throughout the R&D cycle. The following chapter discusses the overall
conclusions and assessment of my experience conducting this study. In addition, the
following section includes speculations about future research, development and use of the
handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, and it concludes with recommendations for
educational leaders as they support their teachers through the process of continuing

equity work in their classrooms.
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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSIONS, SPECULATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FOR LEADERSHIP

Chapter Overview

Nationwide, educational leaders are faced with the daunting challenge of closing
the academic achievement gap for their students of color. Often, people look to education
as the most direct avenue for achieving the American Dream (Ladson-Billings, 2009);
however, a closer look at how the American education system has been underserving
students of color suggests the American Dream is obtainable for members of the majority
group, while it is kept just out of arms reach for people of color. Several factors have
been identified causes for the academic gap: (2) teachers’ lowered expectations for
students of color, (b) teachers’ lowered efficacy when it comes to teaching diverse
populations of students, and (c) institutionalized forms of racism in our school systems
(Diamond et al., 2004; Gay, 2000; Howard, 2006; McKenzie & Scheurich, 2008;
McLaren, 2007; Sirota & Bailey, 2009)

While districts are taking on the challenge of training their administrators and
teachers in equity, formal equity training is not enough—it is the first step on a long road
to change. The handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, is one tool administrators and
teachers can use in order to begin their journey with a purpose: explicitly meeting the
needs of their students of color by systematically monitoring their growth and

determining next learning steps so that students do not fall through the cracks.
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This study supported six teachers in beginning their journey toward teaching more
equitably. They participated in one to two cycles of inquiry in order to plan engaging
lessons for their focal students. In addition, they took the time to really get to know their
focal students through making authentic connections. For the purposes of this study,
teachers participated in interviews, completed a survey, and allowed me to observe and
participate in their planning meetings. Their participation in this study supported them in
beginning the hard work of keeping equity in mind while planning learning outcomes for
their students of color.

This study was designed to determine the efficacy and usefulness of the
handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, designed for administrators and teacher leaders
attempting to close the achievement gap in their classrooms following their participation
in formal equity training. The formative and summative data collected in this study
provided the foundation for operational revisions to the handbook, which will make the
product more useful to leaders in the field in the future. This chapter discusses the overall
conclusions of the R&D experience. In addition, this chapter presents speculations for
future research and discusses their significance to adult learning and reformative
professional development as well as the development and use of the product, Keeping
Equity in Mind. Furthermore, this chapter discusses recommendations for leadership, and
concludes with an assessment of my experience going through the process of developing
a problem based dissertation project (Bridges & Hallinger, 1995) and using the R&D

cycle (Borg & Gall, 2003).
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Conclusions

Designing and field testing a product addressing the educational need of supporting
educational leaders in continued equity work through the use of Borg’s and Gall’s (2003)
R&D cycle and Bridges’ and Hallinger’s (1995) PBL module allowed me to better
understand what teacher leaders need in order to begin to close the achievement gap in
their classrooms. The following sections focus on conclusions reached during the
preliminary and main field tests of the product and the revisions made as a result of the
findings.
Steps 4 and 5: Preliminary Field Testing and Main Product Revision

Once I had a preliminary form of the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, | was
prepared to conduct a preliminary field test of the product in order to determine the main
product revisions needed to improve the handbook prior to the main field test. The
preliminary field test sample included five teacher leaders, two TOSAs dedicated to
equity work, two administrators, and one instructional coach ranging in experience from
4 to 24 years.

The participants read the handbook in its entirety and wrote marginal notes
regarding questions they had about aspects of the handbook they felt were unclear, topics
they found especially interesting, and suggestions for additions and/or deletions to the
handbook. The following conclusions were reached following the preliminary field test of
Keeping Equity in Mind:

e The handbook needed to make a clearer connection to the student learning and
growth goals put forth by SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012).

e Participants felt a section on equitable teaching practices needed to be added
during the main product revisions.
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e The handbook needed a section regarding building strong relationships with
students.

e The language of subgroup may be considered offensive, so it was revised to
group membership.

e The use of Adequate Yearly Progress was determined antiquated, and was
changed to state assessment data.

Once the main revisions had been made to the preliminary form of the product,
the handbook was ready to be main field tested in order to determine further revisions
needed to be made to the product as well as evaluate the efficacy of the product in
supporting teachers in continuing equity work in their classrooms. The following section
highlights the conclusions reached regarding the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind
during the main field test.

Participants using Keeping Equity in Mind planned lessons that were more in-
depth than those they planned without using the handbook. The data collected observing
the fifth grade planning meetings at Johnson Elementary showed a progression of
planning beginning with the participants spending 11 minutes planning a week’s worth of
math lessons primarily through deciding which worksheets to use. They did not have a
clear standard determined, nor did they assessments to planning sessions focused on in-
depth planning of common lessons focused on a specific standard. Their planning
included designing common assessments and determining specific ways in which
participants could engage and motivate their focal students. The participants at Johnson
began talking about students by name and making adjustments in their lesson planning

for their ELL, SpEd, and TAG students as well as their focal students.
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In addition to more in-depth planning, the participants in this study found
selecting three to five focal students on which to focus targeted instruction very
manageable. Prior to selecting focal students, the participants stated feeling overwhelmed
and unable to meet the needs of upwards of 36 students. However, when they were able
to focus on a smaller number of students, they felt as though they could actually make a
difference in meeting the academic needs of those students. Another benefit to selecting
focal students is, at the secondary level, focal students began to advocate for themselves.
For the first time, focal students were initiating discussions and taking the steps necessary
to get further support from their teachers. Because of the success they had with focal
students, the participants in this study reported planning to continue to use selecting focal
students after the conclusion of this study.

Similarly, participants found the time they took to intentionally get to know their
focal students as a valuable practice. They reported feeling as though they better
understood where their students were coming from, and they could connect with their
students on a more authentic level. As a result of building stronger relationships with
their focal students, the participants reported feeling as though they were no longer
allowing their students of color to be invisible. Instead, the participants, as a result of
focusing on focal students, were forced to pull those students to the forefront and engage
and motivate them.

Another conclusion from the research was participants found many of their focal
students began to see themselves differently as students. Suddenly, students who were not

very engaged were staying after school for extra support. Students who had traditionally
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not completed assignments were getting their work in, and focal students were
participating in discussions. Participants also found their focal students were not only
more engaged in their focal subject area, but they were also more engaged in other
subject areas.

In addition to the above findings, the main field test provided data to support the
following revisions to the handbook:

e The addition of a section dedicated to formative assessment strategies,

e The addition of additional strategies for building relationships with students,

e Changing the color zones in regard to focal students to language that mirrors
SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012).

e The deletion of the Getting To Know Your survey and the Getting to Know
Your Student survey, and

e The addition of the Do Your Students Believe They Can Learn section.

Speculations for Future Research, Development, and Use of the Product

The following section discusses the speculations and findings for future use of the
product as well as discuss speculations and findings from the perspective of adult
learning and reformative professional development.
Discussion and Speculations of Findings from an Adult Learning Perspective

This study supports teacher leaders through the first nine phases of transformative
learning (Mezirow, 1997). Formal equity training guided the participants’ passage
through the first five phases, and implementing Keeping Equity in Mind supported the
participants through phases six, seven, eight, and nine. Recall the 10 phases of

transformational learning (Mezirow, 1997):
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Learners are faced with a disorienting dilemma

Learners are encouraged to participate in self-examination in order to
recognize taken-for-granted frames of reference

Learners engage in an assessment of their taken-for-granted frames of
reference

Learners recognize that their discontent is a result of the process of
transformation

Learners begin to recognize and explore new roles, relationships, and actions
Learners put a plan of action in place

Learners acquire new knowledge and strategies in order to implement their
new plan of action

Learners implement their new plan of action

Learners become more competent and confident in new role

10. Learners’ new frame of reference is integrated into their perspective

While the participants of this study were successful in passing through the first

five phases of transformational learning during their participation in formal equity

training, they reported being changed—having a better understanding of their role as

racial individuals and how their race affects the way in which they engage in their daily

lives. However, they reported feeling as though they did not have a plan of action for how

to begin to close the achievement gap in their classrooms. It is at this point that the

strategies in Keeping Equity in Mind pick up where equity training left off. Table 22

summarizes the transformational phases participants went through as a result of

participating in this study.
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Table 22

Transformational Phases Participants Went Through as a Result of Implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind

Mezirow’s Phase of How Mezirow’s Final Phases of Transformative Learning
Transformative Learning Relate to the Implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind

Learners put a plan of action in As a result of participating in this study, participants were
place. supported in developing a cycle of inquiry as an action plan for
teaching equitably in their classrooms. They designed a set of
6 lessons to address a specific standard and engage and motivate
their focal students. They collected and analyzed pre-
assessments, formative assessments, and summative
assessments to determine student growth.

Learners acquire new knowledge | Participants acquired knew knowledge regarding specifically

and strategies in order to identifying focal students on which to focus their instructional

7 | implement their new plan of decisions. In addition, they implemented new strategies for
action. building stronger relationships with their focal students as well

as implemented new teaching strategies.

8 Learners implement their new Participants planned and implemented one to two cycles of
plan of action. inquiry, collected data, and planned for future actions.
Learners become more Participants reported feeling more confident in teaching their

9 | competent and confident in new | students of color as a result of participating in this study.
role.

Learners’ new frame of While participants reported plans for continuing to use the
reference is integrated into their | strategies they learned through implementing Keeping Equity

10 | perspective. in Mind, the new frame of reference [planning specifically for

focal students using a cycle of inquiry] is likely not integrated
into their perspective at this point.

Source: Mezirow (1997)

Based on the information gathered in this study, this product can be used in
conjunction with formal equity training by districts in order to support adult learners
through the process of transformational learning in regard to equity in their classrooms.
In order to achieve passage through Mezirow’s (1997) 10 phases of transformational
learning, educators need to participate in formal equity training so that they are able to
recognize and begin to transform their taken for granted frames of reference. But the

work cannot stop there. Educators need to be supported in moving into the final phases of
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transformational learning: creating and implementing an action plan for closing the
achievement gap in their classrooms. Keeping Equity in Mind is one tool that can be
implemented in order to facilitate continued transformation. In order to reach phase 10,
Learners’ new frame of reference is integrated into their perspective, continued formal
equity work and sustained use of the cycle of inquiry process focused on focal students is
necessary—this work is not something that can be achieved in one formal training and
the participation in one or two cycles of inquiry. The process of transformational learning
becomes ongoing and constant as teachers hone their practice to meet the needs of their
students of color. To think one has mastered the art of teaching equitably, halts the
transformational process, and thus, halts the process altogether.

Discussion and Speculations of Findings From a Reformative Professional
Development Perspective With a Focus on Inquiry

This study supports the use of Keeping Equity in Mind by educational leadership
in order to design professional development activities that are reformative. Recall the
discussion of traditional types of professional development as opposed to reform types of
professional development presented in chapter 2 of this dissertation. Professional
development activities that fall into the category of traditional, or knowledge-for-practice,
are least likely to affect change in teachers’ practice or beliefs; however, teachers
participating in reform activities, or professional development activities described as
knowledge-of-practice, report having transformed beliefs about achievement and how
their practice influences it (Borko, 2004; Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Garet et al.,

2001).
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The cycle of inquiry works through many of the components of transformative
learning, and is categorized as a professional development activity that is considered
knowledge-of-practice, and therefore, is appropriate for educators attempting to
transform their beliefs regarding their students of color. As a participant in the cycle of
inquiry, teachers are given the opportunity to see first-hand whether or not their practice
IS impacting the achievement of their students, particularly their students of color. If
teachers are reflecting critically on their own practice and whether or not if affects
student learning, | believe they are likely to begin to look at systems of inequity, which
may be their own practice, as the cause for lowered student achievement rather than
continue to blame the students themselves.

By coupling formal equity training with the use of Keeping Equity in Mind,
administrators can support their staffs through continued professional development that
can be reformative—a cyclical process that becomes part of the practice of those
participating. Recall, Darling-Hammond and McLaughlin (1995) argued the success of
the reform agenda depends on “teachers’ success in accomplishing the serious and
difficult task of learning the skills and perspectives assumed by new visions of practice
and unlearning the practices and beliefs about students and instruction that have
dominated their professional lives” (p. 597). While formal equity training supports
teachers in “learning the perspectives assumed by new visions of practice,” Keeping
Equity in Mind supports teachers in “learning the skills” necessary for putting new

perspectives into practice.
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Speculations for Future Research, Development, and Use of the Product

In order to support teachers through the 10 phases of transformational learning
(Mezirow, 1997), | believe a longitudinal study designed to determine the long-term
effects of implementing the strategies presented in Keeping Equity in Mind would be
beneficial in understanding if, through participation in Keeping Equity in Mind, teachers
are able to move into the tenth phase of transformative learning: Learners’ new frame of
reference is integrated into their perspective (Mezirow, 1997), and | would argue
integrated into their practice.

While participation in one or two cycles of inquiry allowed the participants to see
the benefits associated with using a cycle of inquiry and the strategies presented in the
handbook, the study was not long enough to determine if participants would actually
transform their practice to incorporate equitable planning focused on their students of
color. Vincent alluded to the possibility of the cycle of inquiry process “slowly
internalizing where it’s not even a process anymore; it’s just how you design lessons . . .
it’s just how you teach . . . it’s just built into the way you think.” However, | believe it
would be beneficial for administrators to support their staffs through prolonged use of
Keeping Equity in Mind in order to determine if, in fact, prolonged use would transform
the way in which teachers plan their lessons and think of their students of color.

In conjunction with a longitudinal study designed to identify the long-term effects
of implementing Keeping Equity in Mind on transforming educators’ teaching practices, |
believe the development of a website dedicated to the handbook would be a useful tool.

The development of a website did not fit into the parameters of this study; however, |
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recognize the value in educators being able to log into a website, which would have
electronic versions of the forms, links to informational videos and websites with pertinent
information regarding strategies for building relationships with students, using equitable
teaching practices, and participating in a cycle of inquiry. The website could also include
a chat forum for teachers in the process of using the handbook to initiate dialogues with
one another regarding their experience using the handbook.

Finally, I believe future research on the applicability of the concepts presented in
Keeping Equity in Mind and how they might support teacher leaders focusing on other
groups of focal students would be worthwhile. It is my assumption that leaders wanting
to see academic growth with their special education population, with their English
language learners, or with girls in a particular subject area could design a cycle of inquiry
with those focal students in mind and likely see similar results as those found in this
study.

Recommendations for Leadership

Districts nationwide are increasingly focused on closing the achievement gap for
their Black and Latino students. As this becomes more and more important, educators
and educational leaders are being formally trained in equity are beginning to transform
their beliefs about themselves as racial individuals. Although educators and educational
leaders have participated in equity training, often, there is little to no follow through in
supporting teachers and the administrators who support them with understanding how
this new frame of reference manifests itself in the classroom. | believe Keeping Equity in

Mind can serve as a tool to help educational leaders carry out the mission of ensuring the
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students in their classrooms are experiencing quality instruction that is engaging,
motivating, and equitable.

Administrators are charged with the task of ensuring quality, equitable instruction
is occurring in their school’s classrooms. While most administrators are confident in their
ability to support their teachers in improving instructional practices in their classrooms, it
IS my experience that fewer are confident in their ability to support their staffs in
incorporating equitable teaching strategies. As districts nationwide take on the challenge
of ensuring all students receive equitable learning opportunities, educational leaders (i.e.,
administrators, super intendants, board members, etc.) will be responsible for finding
tools and resources to implement in their school sites that will support teachers in their
efforts in closing the achievement gap, and Keeping Equity in Mind is one tool
educational leaders can use to scaffold equitable planning for their staffs. In giving their
staffs a concrete plan of action (a cycle of inquiry focused on focal students) following
formal equity training, administrators can ensure equitable teaching practices are being
implemented in the classrooms of their teachers immediately following formal equity
training.

While educators are grappling with implementing the new evaluation system
associated with SB290 (Hungerford & Dickson, 2012) and how to successfully monitor
student growth, administrators can incorporate the implementation of Keeping Equity in
Mind in order to ensure their staffs are monitoring student progress, with a focus on
equity, throughout the school year. In fact, the use of Keeping Equity in Mind can be

written in the goals set by educators at the start of each school year and used to gather the
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appropriate data necessary in monitoring those goals. The handbook provides teachers
with data collection forms and planning forms, which can support teachers in ensuring
they are continually monitoring the growth of their students through the collection of
formative and summative assessment.

In addition to supporting their staffs with monitoring student learning and growth
goals, Keeping Equity in Mind can support administrators in helping their teachers
implement instructional strategies that build relationships with and challenge their
students of color. The handbook will support teachers in ensuring their students of color
do not become invisible or “fall through the cracks.” As equity is becoming more and
more prevalent in the missions and visions of schools and school districts, implementing
Keeping Equity in Mind on a school-wide basis can support educational leaders in
creating a school culture where teachers use data to drive instruction, plan focused
lessons with their students of color in mind, and maintain rigorous learning outcomes for
all students.

While teachers are ultimately responsible for implementing the strategies
introduced in Keeping Equity in Mind, administrators can benefit from setting a tone and
school culture that honors equity, implementing instruction that is focused and explicit,
and supporting their teachers in monitoring their students’ learning and growth goals.
Why leave equity training empty-handed, when you can hit the ground running with

Keeping Equity in Mind?
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Assessment of Experience

| found the experience of designing a problem based project (Bridges &
Hallinger, 1995) through the use of the R&D cycle (Borg & Gall, 2003) very rewarding.
As ateacher, | recognize problems facing educators all the time; however, it is not every
day | get the opportunity to actually take the steps necessary to try to improve them. |
have found the process of identifying a problem (one with which I have struggled my
entire career), designing a product that educators can use to solve it, improving the
product, and actually using the product in classrooms exhilarating. It is something | never
imagined doing before this process—too often, teachers have a wealth of knowledge and
experience that goes unshared because we become too wrapped up in our own classrooms
and the growth of our students that we never get around to sharing that great idea we had
with others. Through this process, | was forced to very intentionally think through my
experience with equity in order to think of how I might support teacher leaders and
administrators in continuing equity work in their schools and classrooms.

The process of reviewing the literature allowed me to get a more in depth
understanding of how teachers’ lowered expectations for their students of color actually
lead to lowered teacher efficacy and lowered rigor in instruction for students of color
(Gay, 2000). A review of the literature grounded my previously held frames of reference
in theory and research, which allowed me to better articulate my beliefs to those around
me. | found | was speaking more intelligibly with my colleagues regarding equity and
student achievement. | do not believe I would have grown in terms of knowledge on the

subject, if I had not gone through the process of reviewing the literature.
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Actually developing the preliminary form of the product was daunting at first, but
quickly became a part of my daily routine. | was surprised to find myself coming up with
a perfect way to organize a particular section on my way to get a cup of coffee, or |
would be in the middle of dinner and remember a perfect quote to support the ideas | was
presenting in one section or another. A day did not go by where I was not thinking about
how I could improve Keeping Equity in Mind, so when it came time to do the preliminary
field test, | found myself excited, but also quite nervous about how it would be received
by other educators.

Once | got through the preliminary field test, | was excited to revise the handbook
in order to better meet the needs of educators in Middleton School District. | enjoyed
adding sections to the handbook on building relationships with students and equitable
teaching practices, and | found myself very excited to begin the main field test. I could
not wait to see if Keeping Equity in Mind could actually change the way teachers planned
for their students of color in their classrooms.

Participating in the planning meetings at Johnson and Sunset was exciting work.
It was great to see teachers debating the value of choosing one teaching strategy over the
other, and it was rewarding to hear educators talking about specific students, and how
they planned to engage and motivate them. | found myself missing the classroom more
and more as | worked with the teachers in this study to plan equitable lessons. The
implementation of Keeping Equity in Mind renewed my love of teaching and passion for

ensuring all children receive equitable learning opportunities.
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Finally, going through the process of collecting and analyzing data evoked
feelings of overwhelm, exhaustion, exhilaration, revelation, and complete awe at the
insight the participants shared as a result of their experiences participating in this study. |
never imagined | would learn so much from this process, both as a professional and a
doctoral student. I truly believe | am forever changed from participating in this process. |
will never look at students the same; I will honor teachers’ experiences and be awe
inspired by their honesty and genuine desire to make a difference; and | will never turn
away a researcher again—since beginning this process, | have agreed to participate in
upwards of 10 telephone surveys, and one study!

Going through this process has brought me to tears, caused me to laugh out loud
at myself, and celebrate the small accomplishments that add up to one incredible
experience—one which I would not trade for the world.

Chapter Summary

This chapter discussed the overall conclusions of the R&D process following the
implementation of the preliminary and main field tests. In addition, it presented
speculations for future R&D and discussed their significance to adult learning and
reformative professional development. Furthermore, this chapter discussed speculations
for future R&D in the field of education. Finally, this chapter concluded with a discussion
of the recommendations for leadership and an assessment of my experience going

through the process of developing a problem passed project using the R&D cycle.
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Dear Workshop Participant,

Teri Tilley, fifth grade teacher and doctoral student, is completing a project-based
dissertation through Portland State University. This study will help satisfy the
requirements of her dissertation project. Participants will implement the strategies
presented in the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind, and participate in interviews,
surveys and planning observations. The data collected will be used to revise the product
in order to better meet the educational needs of teacher leaders continuing equity work in
their classrooms.

While participants will be asked district demographic data, individuals and their districts
will not be identified in the study. No original names/districts are needed in the written
report of the findings. Participant information will be entirely confidential.

Please sign this informed consent as part of the requirements of research at PSU.

Please review and sign below.

I agree to participate in the problem-based study Keeping Equity in Mind. I understand
that I will participate in interviews, observations, and complete a survey. The research
from these assessments and surveys will be entirely confidential.

Thank you for your participation.

PRINT NAME

SIGNATURE DATE

EMAIL
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APPENDIX B

EQUITY INTERVIEW PROTOCOL



Teri Tilley

Portland State University
Date:

Participant Code:

Participant Information:

Race:

Gender:

Research Questions

Years Teaching: Grade Level:

Number of Cycles Completed:

185

Question

Response

Notes

How long have you been in
education? What positions have
you held?

What have you been thinking
about since your participation in
equity training?
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How (if at all) has equity
training changed the way you
look at yourself as a racial
individual?

Following your participation in
equity training, what (if
anything) are you hopeful about?

Is there anything you are
skeptical about? If so, what?

Following equity training, how
confident do you feel in teaching
diverse populations of students?
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What do you think needs to
happen in order to close the
achievement gap?

Following equity training, what
has changed in your teaching
practice? Can you give
examples? If nothing has
changed, why do you think that
is?

What do you hope to gain from
using the handbook, Keeping
Equity in Mind?
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APPENDIX C

FINAL INTERVIEW PROTOCOL



Teri Tilley

Portland State University
Date:

Participant Code:

Participant Information:

Race:

Gender:

Research Questions

Years Teaching: Grade Level:

Number of Cycles Completed:

189

Question

Response

Notes

How do you think the cycle
went?

How was your teaching practice
different while using Keeping
Equity in Mind?
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How did the academic
performance of your focal
students change?

How were your relationships
with your focal students affected
during your cycle of inquiry?

What strategies did you use to
build relationships with your
focal students?

How was your lesson planning
affected by participating in a
cycle of inquiry?
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What were the benefits and
limitations of using Keeping
Equity in Mind?

What aspects of Keeping Equity
in Mind do you see yourself
continuing to use? Why?

What aspects of Keeping Equity
in Mind will you likely not use
again? Why?

How realistic do you think this
process is for teachers to use?
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How (if at all) can this tool help
teachers close the achievement

gap?

Following the implementation of
Keeping Equity in Mind, how
confident do you feel in teaching
diverse populations of students?

Is there anything else you would
like me to know regarding your
experience using Keeping Equity
in Mind?
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APPENDIX D

PLANNING MEETING OBSERVATION PROTOCOL



PLANNING MEETING OBSERVATION PROTOCOL

194

Pre-Cycle Planning
Observation

Cycle 1 Planning
Observation

Cycle 2 Planning
Observation

Date

Length of Planning
Meeting

Teaching

Target (s)/ Standard(s)
Discussed

Teaching Strategies
Used in Lesson
Planning

Assessment
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Discussion regarding
specific students

Relationship Building
Strategies
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APPENDIX E

FINAL SURVEY
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Final Survey: Keeping Equity in Mind

Demogrphics

1. What is your job title?

O Elemantary Teacher

O Secondary Teacher

O Administrator
O Instructional Ceach

Other {please specify)
| |
2. How long have you worked in the field of education?

O This is my first year
O 2-4 years

O 5-7 years

O 8-10 years

O 11-13 years

O 14-16 years

O 17-19 years

O 20 or more years
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Final Survey: Keeping Equity in Mind

Introductory Sections: About the Author, Why Does Equity Work Matter, and ...

Usefulness of the handbook, Keeping Equity in Mind: A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in
Order to Sustain Equity Work

Introductory Sections
Rate the usefulness of the handbook's introductory sections on a scale of 1 to 4 for usefulness of content information.

USEFULNESS is defined as practical information for teacher leaders attempting to continue equity work in their
classrooms once formal equity training has ended. Is the content fully developed with necessary details and examples?

1 = Least Useful or the lowest, most negative perception of content information
2 = Not Useful

3 = Useful

4 = Most Useful or the highest, most positive perception of content information

How useful were the following sections of Keeping Equity in Mind to teacher leaders attempting to continue equity werk in
their classrooms once formal equity training has ended?

Note: You will want to have your copy of Keeping Equity in Mind with you when you answer the following questions.

3. How useful is the Author's Note section?
Least Useful MNet Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

4. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

5. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?
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6. How useful was the About the Author section?

Least Useful Mot Usaful Usaful Most Useful

O O O O

7. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

8. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?

|-
9. How useful was the Why Does Equity Work Matter section?

Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

10. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?
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11. Should anything be added to or deleted from this section? Why?

12. How useful is the section titled, How Does a Cycle of Inquiry Support My Work With

Common Core Student Learning and Growth Goals?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

13. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

Z
14. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?

15. How useful is the Congratulations section?

Least Useful Mot Useful Useful host Useful

O O O O
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16. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

17. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?
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Getting Started

In this section, you will answer questions regarding the usefulness of the section of the handbook dedicated to getting
you started.

18. How useful is the How Do We Determine Focal Students section?
Least Useful Mat Useful Usaful Most Useful

19. How useful was the process of identifying focal students and targeting lessons to meet

their needs?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

20. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

21. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?

22. How useful was the Ripple Effect section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Muast Useful

O O O O
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23. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

=

24. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?

25, How useful was the Achievement Zones section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

26. What were the most useful and/or least useful aspects of this section?

27. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?
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28. How useful was the ldentifying Focal Students section?

Least Useful MNat Usaful Usaiul Most Useful

O O O O

29. Is there anything you would change about this form?
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Strategies for Building Strong Relationships with Your Focal Students

In this section, you will answer guestions regarding the usefulness of the section in the handbock dedicated to sirategies
for building strong relationships with your focal students.

30. How useful is the Building Strong Relationships section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Mast Useful

O O O O

31. How useful is the Further Resources in the Building Relationships section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Useful

O O O O

32. Comments regarding the usefulness of the above strategies:

b

33. Are there any strategies for building relationships you think | should add to this

section?
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Equitable Teaching Practices

In this section, you will answer questions regarding the usefulness of the section in the handbock dedicated to equitable
teaching practices.

34. How useful is the discussion about Equity v. Equality?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usetul Most Useful

O O O O

35. How useful is the Equality/Equity graphic?

Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

36. Comments regarding the Equity v. Equality section:

37. How useful was the Equitable Teaching Strategies section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

38. How useful are the Further Resources for Equitable Teaching Strategies?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

39. Any comments regarding this section?
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40. Are there any equitable teaching strategies you think | should add to this section?
Please describe.
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The Cycle of Inquiry

In this section, you will answer guestions regarding the usefulness of the section in the handbook dedicated to the cycle
of inquiry.

41. How useful was the What is a Cycle of Inquiry section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Useful

O O O O

42, How useful was the Why Should We Use a Cycle of Inquiry section in helping you

understand the value of using a cycle of inquiry?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Useful

@ O O O

43, How useful was the Inquiry Based Professional Development section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Useful

O O O O

44. How useful was the Cycle of Inquiry graphic (Figure 1)?

Least Useful Mat Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

45, How useful were the Determining a Focus for Inquiry into Practice section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

46, How useful was the Determining Measurable Goals section?
Least Useful Mot Useful WUseful Most Useful

O O O O

47. How useful was the Creating an Action Plan section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Most Useful

O O O O

48. How useful was the Creating an Action Plan section?
Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Useful

O O O O

49, How useful was the Collecting and Analyzing Data section?

Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Wost Useful

O O O O

50. How useful was the Determining Next Steps section?

Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful Most Usetul

O O O O
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51. Comments regarding the section dedicated to the cycle of inquiry:

52. Is there anything that should be added to or deleted from this section? Why?
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Forms

In this section, you will evaluate the usefulness of the forms provided in Keeping Equity in Mind.

53. How useful was the Getting to Know you Survey?

Least Useful Mot Useful Useaful

O O O

54. How useful was the Getting to Know Your Student survey?

Least Useful Mot Useful Usaful
55. Would you use either of these forms in the future?
O Yes
O No

56. How useful was the Identifying Focal Students form?
Least Useful Mot Useful Useful

O O O

57. Will you use this form in the future?

O Yes
o No

58. How useful was the Pre-Cycle Planning Form?
Least Useful Mot Useful WUseful

O O O

59. Will you use this form in the future?

O Yes
O No

60. Would you like to have the option of getting these forms online?

O Yas
O Mo

Most Useful

O

Most Useful

O

Most Useful

O

Most Useful

O
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Overall Value of Your Experience

In this section, you will evaluate your experience using Keeping Equity in Mind.

61. | will continue to use a cycle of inquiry model to plan my lessons.
Definitaly Mot Mo Yes Definitely Will

O O O O

62. 1 will continue to focus my lessons to meet the needs of my focal students.
Definitaly Mot Mo Yes Definitely Yes

O O O O

63. 1 will continue to use strategies from this handbook to build strong relationships with

my students.
Definitaly Mot Ma Yes Definitaly Will

O O O O

64. | will continue to use the equitable teaching strategies | used in this process.
Definitely Mot Ma Yes Definitely Will

O O O O

65. How useful a tool is Keeping Equity in Mind for teachers dedicated to teaching
equitably?

Least Useful Mot Useful Useful Muost Useful

O O O O
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Share Your Thoughts

In this section, please feel free to share any thoughts, concerns, questions, opinions you have regarding the usefulness
of Keeping Equity in Mind.
66. Please feel free to share any thoughts, concerns, questions, or opinions you have

regarding the usefulness of Keeping Equity in Mind.
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APPENDIX F

INFORMATIONAL MEETING POWERPOINT PRESENTATION



Keeping Equity in
Mind

January 21,2014

Purposes of Our Work Together

* Support you in continuing equity work in your
classrooms

* Gather data regarding the usefulness of Keeping
Equity in Mind
* Use your feedback to revise Keeping Equity in
Mind in order to better support teachers as
they continue equity work in their classrooms
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Where Are You?

* What has been going through your mind since
equity training?

* Do you feel participating in Taking it Up has given
you the strategies and skills you need to plan
lessons that will lead to higher achievement for
your students of color?

* What do you feel you need in order to teach
more equitably in your classrooms?

Equality v Equity
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Focal Students

* Students of color who are not meeting standard
* Based on State Assessment data as well as pre-tests

* Students who fall in the yellow zone
* Within one year of meeting standard

* You will design lessons with these students in mind in order
to engage and motivate them

Cycle of Inquiry

Determine a
Focus for Inquiry
into Practice

Set Goals for Determine
Next Cycle of Measureable
Inquiry Goals

Collect and Create an Action
Analyze Data Plan
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Next Meeting

* Complete Online Interview

* Read Through Handbook

* Fill Out Data Collection Sheet

* Select Focal Students

* Try Strategies for Building Strong Relationships

* Determine Standard for Cycle of Inquiry
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APPENDIX G

KEEPING EQUITY IN MIND TOOL



Once equity training has ended, how can
teacher leaders ensure they are sustaining
equitable practices in their classrooms?

Keeping
Equity in
Mind

A Tool for Teacher Leaders to
Use While Planning Their
Lessons in Order to Sustain
Equity Work

Teri Tilley
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Keeping Equity in Mind:

A Tool for Teacher Leaders to Use While Planning Their Lessons in Order to Sustain Equity Work

Teri L. Tilley




Author’s Note

As educators striving te achieve equity for all students, itis clear racial equity is only one piece
of the puzzle. |strongly believe, as educators, we need to endeavor to teach in a manner that is
rigorous enough to ensure girls achieve in math and science at the same level as their male
classmates; we need to fight for the equal representation of students in our LGBT
communities—insuring they see themselves reflected in the materials we select, and we need
to ensure we are reaching our students with special needs in a way that provides equitable

access to a rigorous and authentic educational experience.

As educators, we struggle to meet the needs of all of our students every single day. Thankfully,
our school districts are starting to recognize we can’t win this battle alone—we need help.
Districts across the nation are beginning to provide professional development to close
achievement gaps—in my experience, racial achievement gaps, and for this reason, Keeping
Equity in Mind focuses on strategies educators can use in order to take steps toward closing the
racial achievement gap in their own classrooms. This does not mean, however, we can or will
forget about other marginalized groups and stop striving to deliver equitable outcomes to them

every single day we enter the classroom.

Therefore, it is my assumption that the educators using this handbook have already
participated in formal equity training in their school districts and are aware of how privilege and
institutionalized forms of racism affect the academic success of their students of color. For that
reason, | do not go into great detail regarding the educational research en the need for
educators to participate in equity training in order to meet the academic needs of all their
students. Itis my assumption that those using this handbook are dedicated to continuing

equity work in their classrooms even in the absence of continued equity training.
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About the Author

For the past eleven years, | have been an educator in Title | schools in both California and
Cregon, and | have had the opportunity to work with students from diverse cultural and socio-
economic backgrounds. | was fortunate enough to work at Cole Elementary (San Jose,
California) where teachers and administrators actively strive towards closing the achievement

gap between Black and Latino students and their Asian and White classmates.

While Cole evolved to become a school dedicated to closing the achievement gap, this was not
always the case. In my first year of teaching at Cole, | blamed the circumstances with which my
students were dealing for their lack of engagement or success at reaching benchmark. | often
heard my colleagues (and myself) say things such as, “His father is unemployed, and his mother
is a drug user. Of course he isn't doing well; he has too much to worry about at home.”
Another commonly used statement to legitimize poor student engagement and achievement
was, “Both his parents are working two to three jobs, and he is taking care of his siblings and

himself; no wonder he isn’t doing his homework and he is falling asleep in class.”

After using these excuses, | realized | was giving myself justification for not educating children
based on extraneous circumstances. Of course it makes an educator’s job easier if there is
someone at home doing homework with a student, but it is not acceptable to say certain
children won’t learn because their circumstances are less than ideal. | could not believe that
after one year, | had allowed several students to fall through the cracks. Imagine how many
students had fallen through the cracks due to my colleagues who had been justifying the lack of
student performance based on familial circumstances for the majority of their careers. Because
of the educational gap between students of color and their White peers, and Cole’s placement
on Program Improvement, the administration decided it was time to dig deeper into the racial

issues perpetuating the achievement gap at Cole, and this decision made all the difference.

When | first began teaching at Cole, the school was ranked 2 out of 10 against similar schools

on the Annual Performance Index. Teachers began to ask the question, “What am / doing to
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ensure all my students are accessing state standards?” The focus shifted from, Why aren’t
these kids learning what | am teaching them, to How can | deliver the material in a2 way that is
culturally relevant to alf of my students thereby increasing engagement and learning? It was at

this moment that things at Cole began to shift.

We came to the conclusion that the reason students were not meeting benchmark was because
the system was not working for them. We realized we had biases that were keeping us from
successfully educating our students of color. We were blaming our students (and their families)
for their lack of success. It was no longer a question of how we teach this unit of study better,

but of how we teach this unit of study so that all students have access to the information.

In gquestioning our own belief systems, we began to challenge our assumptions regarding the
educational system and our students’ capabilities, and we began to look at individual children
in order to foster personal relationships, understand their backgrounds, and plan our curricular
objectives to meet their needs. It did not take long to realize the relationship between culture,

curriculum, and practice would be the first step in beginning to close the achievement gap.

Through work with Partners in School Innovation and EdEquity, teachers at Cole began to have
pedagogical and philosophical shifts regarding their instructional practices. By designing our
curriculum to meet the needs of all of our students, and by ensuring we had equally rigorous
standards for our students of color, we began to see immediate shifts in student achievement.
When we began having these conversations in 2003, only 13% of Cole’s Latino students were
reading at grade level. By 2006, 40% of Latino students were reading at grade level, and Cole
ranked 10 out of 10 against similar schools on the Annual Performance Index. In a few short
years, we went from a school in the first stages of Program Improvement to a California

Distinguished School.

My experience at Cole demonstrated that all children can learn if curriculum is thoughtfully

addressed in ways that are culturally relevant and authentic to students’ experiences.
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Unfortunately, however, | was disheartened to learn that once our administrator retired, and a
new administrator was brought to Cole, Cole once again found itself underserving its students
of color. In only two years under their new administrator, Cole was, again, scoring much lower
than similar schools and not meeting Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). Upon hearing this news, |
realized teachers need support in continuing equity work, so they can empower themselves to
impact student learning in their classrooms even if equity training in their building has
concluded. Educators need to create their own environment where they are capable of
critically analyzing their practice and beliefs to meet student needs. It is crucial that
conversations surrounding race and its link to student achievement begin to become part of
teacher leaders’ regular conversations regarding student success. | am hopeful Keeping Equity
in Mind will be an effective tool educators can use to ensure they continue equity conversations

and thoughtful planning for equitable instruction long after their training has ended.
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Why Does Equity Work Matter?

Because our nation has experienced and endured two centuries of slavery, a century of court-
sanctioned segregation by race, and yet another half century of discrimination and differential
access to education based on language, class, race and background, it is becoming increasingly
clear that our nation has become accustomed to educational inequalities that lead to lowered
student achievement for children of coler (Darling-Hammeond, 2007). While we, as a nation,
bemoan the inequitable educational outcomes between Black and Latino students and their
White peers, we often “behave as though we are unaware of —or insensitive to—the equally
substantial inequalities in access to educational opportunity that eccur form preschoel through

elementary and secondary education, into college and beyond” (p. 318).

Fifty years after Brown v. Board of Education, there remain large gaps in academic achievement
between children of color and White students (Darling-Hammond, 2007). Addressing the
achievement gap in America is critical to ensuring our nation's prosperity. It is estimated that
by 2050, the population of the United States will increase by fifty percent; ninety percent of
which will be accounted for by minorities (Vanneman, Hamilton, Anderson, Rahman, & National
Center for Education, 2009). In less than fifty years, our workforce will be comprised of “groups
that are over represented among low achievers, and under represented among high achievers”
(Ferguson, 2005, p. 4). The social stability of our nation depends heavily on how dedicated we
are to the pursuit of academic equity for students of color (Ferguson, 2005). Our nation cannot
be successful in meeting the needs of the new economy if our students do not encounter much
more rigorous work in school, and many argue that schools cannot improve unless the
accomplishments (or learning gaps) of their students become public knowledge (Darling-

Hammaond, 2007).

It is also of great importance that we evaluate the achievement gap in order to ensure students
of color are afforded the same rights as the majority population. Our nation is based on the

belief that all men and women are created equal, yet the educational system says otherwise.
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As educators, we say we are teaching all children; however, statistics show that young Black
students are only half as likely and Latino students only one-third as likely to earn a bachelor’s

degree as White students (Haycock, 2001).

Furthermore, in order for a democracy to thrive in an atmosphere that requires a well-
educated citizenry, it must create an educational system that can guarantee its students the
right to learn. According to Darlingten-Hammond (2007), many people of color do not receive
the education they need in order to compete in a labor market that increasingly demands
higher levels of education from its citizens. Nearly 70% of jobs in the United States today
require specialized skills and training beyond high school; if our students of color are not
getting the same educational opportunities in our school systems, how can they compete in a
job market as competitive as the one operating in the United States? If our nation prides itself
on its attempt to keep jobs in the United States rather than outsourcing them overseas, we
must ensure our citizens have the right to an education that prepares them for the rigors of
employment. While the United States struggles to fill its high-tech jobs with individuals

educated overseas, many of its own citizens are struggling to find employment.

In order to address these inequities, educators must ask themselves: Why are our Black and
Latino students not performing at the same level of proficiency as our White students? Silence
among educators when it comes to discussing knowledge gaps between students of color only
perpetuates the problem (Singleton & Linton, 2006). As educators, we must begin to ask the
tough question: How am | contributing to the widening of the achievement gap? By beginning
to look at ones teaching introspectively, | believe educators can begin to transform their

learning in a way that will lead to improved student achievement.
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Congratulations!

You have decided to do a cycle of inquiry in order to ensure you continue to teach equitably
and efficiently. The process may seem overwhelming at first, but realize that as you get
comfortable with the ins and outs of a cycle of inquiry, the process will become part of your
practice. You will notice how you talk about students will be different, how you plan your

lessons will be more informed, and the success of your students will increase!

Below is a brief outline of the process you are about to begin—the following sections will go
into more detail regarding the process of implementing a cycle of inquiry in order to begin to

close the racial achiewvement gap in your classroom.

CYCLE PROCESS

1. Determine if you will be participating in this work as a school, a grade level, or as an
individual

Identify potential focal students

Determine who you will select as your focal students

Interview and get to know your focal students inside and out

Detarmine a focus for your inquiry into practice

Determine your measurable goals

Create an action plan

Cellect and analyze data

o RN S AW

Determine your next steps

10. Start the process again!

Once you have gone through this process once or twice, it will become second nature. You will
find you are asking all the right questions in every subject even if it is not your focus subject

area for your current cycle of inquiry.
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How Does a Cycle of Inquiry Support My Work with

Common Core Student Learning and Growth Goals?
With the passage of Senate Bill 290 (SB290) in 2011 and Oregon’s
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA)'s Flexibility Waiver
in 2012, Oregon has rededicated itself to meeting the needs of all of
Oregon's students through educator professional growth and
support. As a result, educators are engaging in collaborative
discussions regarding student achievement and how to best meet

the needs of their students.

As part of the evaluation process, educators are now expected to
specifically address student learning and growth through the
collection of summative and formative assessment data. Based on
SB290 and the ESEA waiver, teacher evaluations now require
multiple measures of performance—including impact on student

learning and growth.

Student Learning and Growth (SLG) goals typically focus on a group
of students’ growth throughout the span of a school year. This
handbook will support educators in monitoring their students’
growth regularly throughout the year— as a result of participating in
this process, teachers will know exactly where their students are in

relation to their SLG goals at any given moment.

The steps for setting SLG goals are very similar to the steps taken in a

cycle of inquiry. Participating in a cycle of inquiry can be compared

to setting smaller, more specific 5LGs throughout the year.

Student Learning &
Growth Goals

“SLG goals are based on
student learning needs
identified by a review of data
reflecting students’ baseline
skills. 5LG goals provide
educators with opportunities
to demonstrate their
students’ academic growth
by setting rigorous,
attainable goals for student
achievement that are
aligned to standards and to
the instruction that teachers

provide on a daily basis.”

-Oregon Department of
Education, 2013
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Getting Started

How Do We Determine Our Focal Students?

When identifying focal students, you need to determine if your cycle

of inquiry will have school-wide participation or if you will be

designing your cycle of inquiry for your grade level team or your

r

“When teachers set school-wide or
grade-level goals for increasing
student achievement, those goals can
seem daunting...teachers may have
difficulty thinking about how they will
meet their goals. Instead, when
teachers focus on accelerating
learning for a small number of focal
students, these goals become more
manageable and the path to
accomplishing them becomes clearer.™

-Jaime Kidd and Liso Congdon,
Partners in School Innovation

\

classroom individually.
The process for
determining your focal
students will vary
depending on the
groups participating.
For instance, if your
entire school is
participating, it makes
sense to choose focal
students from the

group that shows an

achievement gap in your school data versus grade level data.

However, if your grade level team is the only team participating in

your cycle of inquiry, looking at grade level data to determine your

focal group makes the most sense.

Focal Students

Focal students are students “who are performing below grade level

standard. Most often, focal students are representative of the larger

achievement and opportunity gaps in the school” (Kidd & Congdon,

2007, p. 1). Teachers observe these students, interview these

students, and plan their cycles of inquiry with these students in

Focal Students

Students who
have Limited
Progress Toward
Standard and/or
are Progressing
Toward Standard
Students of color
Teachers explicitly
plan their lessons
with these

students in mind

12




232

mind. If teachers are designing their lessons to meet the needs of their focal students (and
measuring the results), they will teach in a more rigorous fashion, and a ripple effect will occur.
Because they focus intently on the learning of their focal students, the rest of their students will
also benefit from this planning (Kidd & Congdon, 2007). “By setting specific goals around focal
student mastery of standards and measuring progress toward these goals on a daily, weekly
and monthly basis, teachers gather concrete evidence about the effectiveness of their

instruction and how to make adjustments to better serve their students” (p. 1).

The purpose of choosing focal students is to explicitly plan lessons to motivate and engage your
students of color. When choosing focal students, it makes sense to choose students who have

demonstrated limited progress toward standard and/or are progressing toward standard.

Performance Levels and Achievement Zones

Limited Prograss Progressing Toward
Toward Standard standard Meets Standard Exceeds Standard

\ J\ ) | J \ J

| ! | 1

Students in the red Students in the yellow Students in the green Students in the blue
zone are making limited ZOME are progressing zone have met standard zone have exceeded
progress toward toward standard standard

standard

Limited Progress Toward Standard—The Red Zone
Students in the red zone are those students identified as having demonstrated limited progress
toward standard, and are significantly below grade level. While students in the red zone may

not meet standard at the conclusion of your cycle of inquiry, it is highly likely that, if chosen as

13
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focal students, they will see significant growth within their zone and possibly move into the

yellow zone—progressing toward standard.

Progressing Toward Standard—The Yellow Zone

Students in the yellow zone are students who are below grade level but are progressing toward
standard. Yellow zone students are students who have not yet met standard but could
reasonably do so if they were given focused instruction in the areas where they have academic

gaps.

Meets Standard—The Green Zone

Students in the green zone are at grade level and have met standard. They, too, will benefit
from the rigorous and engaging lessons you are planning for your focal students, but most often
will not become focal students because they have already demonstrated grade level
achievement. However, some teachers might find it beneficial to focus on students in the

green zone who are not showing the academic growth the teacher feels they are capable of.

Exceeds Standard—The Blue Zone

Students who have exceeded standard are in the blue zone. Blue zone students aren't typically
selected as focal students because they have already shown mastery of the content; however,
they still require engaging lessons in order to maintain their academic achievement. It is
important that blue zone students still show growth academically, so technically, if a teacher
wanted to select a blue zone student as a focal student, that would be acceptable. However,
remember, if closing the academic achieverent gap for students of color is the primary reason
for implementing the strategies in this handbook, it would be more advantageous to choose

focal students in the red and/or yellow zone.

14
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Tools for Identifying Focal Students

Using State Assessment Data

It is helpful to have a system to quickly scan a list of students to determine if they are eligible to
become focal students based on their state wide assessment data and group membership.
Using the tool provided in the handouts section of this handbook, you can easily enter a class of
students and their test scores and coler code them (according to performance level) by subject
area. Once you have completed the assessment tool, it will be easy to identify which students

fit into the focal group by group based on group membership and academic performance level.

Table 1: Identifying Focal Students

Focal Focal Reading & Math & T
Student Name Group Group [Passing score =21 ) (Passing score Zos)
| Fiocal Students:
Reading Math
Helly ® 1. wessha
Jauems
- 3. Ahwasd
Edoyar
3. Andy
Miax -
Alesadgr 4.
Kt 5
Mates
Ahread X, X
Marx *
Clivia
Abigail
Oskear
Wickord
Tra

Ay Ed
Tiffany x
d

Eridw

gl

Slnan X

[ X x
Silas X
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Looking at the example represented in Table 1, Edgar would be a good candidate as a focal
student in the area of reading and math because he falls within the yellow zone in both
subjects; however, Oskar would be a candidate in reading, but has already met standard in
math, so he would not be eligible for focal student status in mathematics. Remember, when
filling out the Identifying Focal Students tool, it is imperative that you accurately label the

students as being a member of the focal group by placing an “x” in the focal group column.

Using Formative Assessment Data

While state testing data is very important and informative, it does not tell you how well your
students are doing today. Therefore, formative assessment data becomes a very important
tool for identifying your focal students as well as monitoring their progress throughout your

cycles of inquiry.

It is important to give a pre-assessment in order to get a clear picture of how your focal
students are doing on the particular standard on which you or your team have decided to focus
your first cycle of inquiry. As part of your cycle, you will design and administer a pretest prior
to starting your cycle of inquiry as well as formative assessments throughout your cycle in order
to moniter student understanding. Your formative assessment data can be organized in a
similar way as your state testing data; highlight exceeding scores blue, meeting scores with
green, progressing toward standard scores with yellow, and limited progress toward standard

with red. This way, you can get an idea of how your students are doing in a quick glance.

What Happens After I Have Selected My Focal Students?

Once you have selected your focal students for this cycle of inquiry, you will begin the process
of getting to know your focal students inside and out. You will learn if they have a fixed or
growth mindset (Dweck, 2006), build stronger relationships with your focal students in order to
design lessons that are aimed at motivating and engaging them. The following sections will
discuss determining if your focal students have a fixed mindset or a growth mindset, strategies
for getting to know your focal students better, strategies for teaching equitably as well as quick

formative assessment strategies, and the step-by-step process for participating in a cycle of
inguiry.
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Do Your Focal Students Believe They Can Learn?
Before beginning to plan your cycles of inquiry explicitly designed to
meet the academic needs of your focal students, it is important to
understand what your students believe regarding intelligence. Some
students come to us with the belief they can learn, and others
believe intelligence is something you are born with—not something
you get; and therefore, do not believe they can achieve academically
(Dweck, 2006). Students who believe intelligence is something they
can improve have growth mindset, and those who feel intelligence is
something you are born with and cannot improve upon have a fixed

mindset.

Fixed Mindset

Students with a fixed mindset:

+ Avoid challenge—do not want to make mistakes or fail

* Tryto hide mistakes rather than fix them

* Believe if they were intelligent, they wouldn’t have to try
hard

* Do not deal well with frustration—sometimes they give up or
result to cheating in order to appear as though they
understand the material

*  Worry about whether people think they are smart or not

Growth Mindset

Students with a growth mindset:

* Believe their effort will help increase their intelligence

* Do not give up when faced with challenges

Mindsets

Students with a fixed
mindset believe
intelligence is something
you are born with—either
you are smart or you are
not. They don't believe
they can strengthen their

intellect.

Students with a growth
mindset believe their
intelligence is not
predetermined, but can
grow as they are exposed

to new information.
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* Look for new learning strategies in order to understand new information

In working to close achievement gaps, educators need to ensure their students are working
from a growth mindset—that is, they believe they can build intelligence and learn. In order to
determine if your students have fixed or growth mindsets, it would be beneficial to give

students the following mindset quiz.

The following quiz can be given to students in order to determine if your students have a fixed

or growth mindset.

Do Your Students Have a
Fixed Mindset or a Growth Mindset?

About 40% of students have a Growth Mindset, which means they don’t see their intelligence
as fixed. Consequently, they are not afraid of challenge, they welcome feedback, and they react
to failure by trying harder.

Another 40% have a Fixed Mindset, which means they see intelligence as a fixed entity (they
feel they were born bright or not very bright and nothing that happens in school is going to
change this). Consequently, they don’t like challenge and they fear failure, so they will not take
risks, and they like easy tasks (and lots of praise for doing them well). They also tend to
conform to the low aspirations of their peers.

To Use The Quiz:
1. Have students complete the quiz
2. Add up the score for the first three answers only
3. Divide the total by three

Results:

* Ascore of 3 or less means the student has a fixed mindset
* Ascore of 4 or more means the student has a growth mindset
®  Ascore of 3.3 or 3.7 means they are borderline

Note. From http://erowthmindseteaz.org/Testintelligence.html. Reproduced with parmission.
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Name

Date

Mindset Quiz

Read the sentences below and circle the answer you agree with most. You may only
circle one answer. There are no right or wrong answers.

1. You are born with a certain amount of intelligence, and you really can’'t do much to

change it.
&
1 3 4
SR A iee LT ISy Disa5 ee g'if::"i:
Agree & Agree Disagree = E
2. Yourintelligence is something about you that you can’t change.
&
1 3 4
2 5 5t {
Strongly Agree Mostly Mostly Disagree Di;:nrge:
Agree g Agree Disagree &r g
3. You can learn new things, but you can’t really change your intelligence.
6
1 3 4
2 5 St {
SR Agres LA . Disagree Di;:nrge:
Agree & Agree Disagree = E
4, No matter who you are, you can change your intelligence.
&
1 3 4
strongly A f'ee Mostly Mostly [Zlisa5 ee g;;:nrg;:
Agree g Agree Disagree &r g
5. You can always greatly change how intelligent you are.
6
1 3 4
2 5 St {
Strongly A Maostly Mostly Di D_rong J
Agree Eree Agree Disagree 1sagree 1sagree
6. No matter how intelligent you are, you can always change it quite a bit.
&
1 3 4
2 5 Strongly
Strongly Agree Mostly Mostly Disagree Disagree
Agree B Agree Disagree &r g

Note. From http://growthmindseteaz.org/Testintelligence.html. Reproduced with permission.
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What Do I Do With the Mindset Quiz Results?
Once you have scored your students’ mindset quizzes, you will know whether or not your
students are operating from a fixed mindset or a growth mindset. It is important that, at this
time, you begin to support your students who have fixed
The growth mindset teacher: mindsets in beginning to view intelligence as something
“I am not interested in ~ thatis not fixed, but rather, as something that can grow.

judging how good your work
) . . Use Statements that Encourage a Growth
is; I am interested in the

quality of your learning.” Mindset
~Carol Dweck (2006) ~ In order to foster a growth mindset with students, refrain
from praising the person (you're so smart!), and begin to
praise the process (Wow! You spent a lot of time working on that problem!) (Dweck, 2006).
Students with fixed mindsets are often preoccupied with perfection, speed, and competition.

Therefore, follow these rules as you give feedback to avoid falling into the trap of using fixed

mindset feedback with your students:

* Do not use the word perfect
* Avoid praising students for the speed of their work
* Avoid comparing a students work to that of their peers

* Avoid discussion of grades

In order to foster a growth mindset, praise a student’s process, their effort, and their
determination. If students realize their worth is not associated with a score, they are likely to
begin to take risks and engage in challenging activities—activities they may have avoided

previously as a result of a fixed mindset.

In addition to supporting your students with developing a growth mindset, taking the time to
build strong relationships with them will certainly support your efforts in beginning to close the
achievement gap in your classroom. The following section will provide several strategies you

can use in order to build strong relationships with your focal students.
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Further Resources

# Ted Talks on Fixed and Growth Mindset: The following Ted Talks highlights the
differences between fixed and growth mindsets and how they manifest themselves
in the classroom. hitp://www.voutube.com/watch?v=pN34FNbOKXc

*  Mindset: The New Psychology of Success (Dweck, 2006): This book discusses the
psychology of success and how it pertains to growth and fixed mindsets. You can
also visit the website dedicated to Dweck's work at:

http://mindsetonline.com/
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Strategies for Building Relationships with Your Focal Students

One of the most effective ways to motivate students who have traditionally been disengaged is
through building strong, positive relationships with them. Through the development of positive
relationships, educators can begin to better understand what motivates their students. Once
motivating factors have been determined, it is easier to plan lessons that grab the attention of

students and hold it—thus, seeing an increase in engagement and achievement.

This section will focus on several easy strategies teachers can use to build positive relationships

with their students.

Interview Your Students

One of the easiest ways to get to know students is to interview them (Milner, 2011). One of the
most common reasons educators don’t take the time to interview their students is time;
however, interviews do not need to be formal, sit-down events. Teachers can interview their

students on the way to recess, while they work with them one-

on-one, or as students wait in line in the cafeteria. Information l/‘
gathered in interviews can then be incorporated into lessons in Interview questions do

order to encourage engagement for that particular student. not have to be

B B B . . formal—use the
Common interview questions might include: ) )
interview process to

* What do you like to do on the weekend? ask students questions
about what they are

* If you could travel anywhere, where would it be? interested in outside of
* What are you mest proud of? school—think, "What

would they want to

talk about with their
i ? . "
* What career would you like to have as an adult? friends?

* What is your favorite television program or movie?

* Who is your favorite singer? What is your favorite song? l"\

N

J

* What sports do you like?

Each of the questions above could be asked, answered, and mentally recorded by the teacher in
a matter of minutes—giving the teacher information about what they might incorporate into

future lessons in order to engage that particular student.
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Give Assignments that Highlight Students’ Experiences

and Interests

Incorporating students’ interests inte classroom assignments is an

easy way to foster and strengthen relationships with your students

(Milner, 2011). While there are countless ways of doing this, Milner

suggests the following:

Math: Instead of arbitrarily creating scenarios to use in
problem solving, incorporate your students’ interests. For
example, one might have students determine how many vans
will be necessary to get to the Rhianna concert if each van
carries 8 people, and 76 people are planning to attend.
Reading: Incorporate pieces of literature or articles that are
about topics to which your students can relate—for example,
read literature like The Circuit, a novel that describes the
author's experiences working in agriculture while growing up
in the United States illegally, or House on Mango Street by
Sandra Cisneros. Read literature where the main characters
have similar experiences and struggles as your students of
color.

writing: Allow students to write about their own experiences
or allow them to write persuasive pieces on subjects they feel
passionately about. Encourage them to pick writing topics
that might spur discussion amongst students, opening up the
opportunity for authentic dialogue.

Social Studies: Allow students to do culture based projects or
family history projects as often as possible. When studying
main-stream topics, include discussions about those not

traditionally discussed (i.e., if discussing the American

5 Easy Ways to
Connect with Your
Students (Milner,
2011)

1. Interview Your
Students

2. Give Assignments
that Highlight
Students’
Experiences and
Interests

3. Allow Students to
be the Center of
Attention

4. Attend Extra-
Curricular
Activities

5. Visit Your
Students’

Communities
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Revelution, take on the perspective of Native Americans or white women, etc.)

Allow Students to be the Center of Attention

Often, students who are not at grade level disappear in the classreom. They do not participate
in group discussions nor offer their thoughts to their peers. It is important for educators to give
ample opportunities for students to be the center of attention. Allow students to voice their
opinions regarding current events, literature, or the strategies they used to solve a particular
problem. Giving students the floor and allowing the discussion to evolve based on their

understanding or take on a particular topic allows them to express themselves authentically.

Incorporate topics you know will engage your focal students, and encourage them to join the
discussion by referring to them as experts on the topic. By fostering discussion and debate in
your classroom, you are permitting students to take center stage which allows true teachable

moments to arise.

Leave a Note
An effective strategy for building connections with students is to leave them a note on their

desk. It doesn't have to be long; rather, just a quick

“Something I've done before is I'll take on note to let them know how proud you are of them,

index card, and I'll write a little positive or how you have noticed the hard work they have
note to a student and tuck it inside their
desk. Later, when they find it, the other

kids will be like, “‘What's that? |want  written on an index card and then folded in half or

been doing in a particular subject. The note can be

one!” And they love it, and they keep it!”

I can be written on a post-it that you fold in half.
-5 Grade Teacher

Once you have written the note, place it in a place

where the student is sure to find it (i.e., atop of
their desk, on their seat, etc.). 1t is likely the students will collect and keep the notes you write
them throughout the school year. Itis an easy, yet very meaningful, way to connect with your

students and let them know you recognize their efforts.

Attend Students’ Extra-Curricular Activities
Think back to your youth and how excited you were to see your teacher outside the classroom.

Now imagine how intensified that excitement is when you knew your teacher had come to see
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you doing something you loved to do. Attending extra-curricular events is an easy way to show

a student you are invested in their wellbeing both in and out of the classroom.

Make a Positive Phone Call Home

Positive feedback is one of the easiest ways to build

relationships with your students. Taking the time to “Parents are always surprised
call a student’s caretaker(s) in order to brag about the when | call home with positive
student’s accomplishments in the classroom can build news! They are always thankful,
confidence and trust with your students. The call does and the students come to school
not have to be about academics—take the time to the next day and tell the other
discuss a good decision the student made, how the kids all about it!”
student helped a classmate, or how the student took -5 Grade Teacher

extra care to do their very best work on an assignment.

Visit Your Students’ Communities

Show your students you are interested in their lives by visiting their community. Milner (2011)
argues that by visiting the communities in which students live, educators are able to experience
first-hand the lives of their students outside the learning community. Go grocery shopping in

your students’ community, see a movie, or take a walk and see who you run into.

Hang out With Your Students Outside of the Classroom

This is possibly one of the easiest ways to build relationships with your students, and it’s easy!
Taking the time to hang out with your students in a non-academic setting gives you the
opportunity to talk with them and get to know them as individuals. While walking the track,
shooting hoops, or swinging on the swings, you can begin to bond with students who may not
readily bond over academics. It gives them an oppeortunity to see you as a person as well.
Seeing you have fun outside of class will allow them to understand what makes you tick. It's a

win-win!

Conduct Morning Meetings
Many teachers attribute the sense of community in their classrooms to the morning meetings

they facilitate. Morning meetings give educators an opportunity to see what students are
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feeling confident about and what they are worried about. In addition, it gives students the
stage and allows them to be the center of attention. One strategy for organizing morning
meetings is to have students sit in a circle and take turns answering a specific question such as,

“I am feeling confident at , but I think | need to work on

." This way, teachers give students an opportunity to identify the areas

where they are confident and those where they need support.

Admit When You are Wrong

Admitting when you are wrong goes a long way. Students need to recognize that you are
human and that you make mistakes. By modeling ownership of your mistakes, you are sending
the message to your students that it is okay for them to make mistakes. Often, educators think
they can’t admit when they've made a mistake in fear of losing credibility with their students;
howewver, | would argue that admitting your shertcomings to your students makes you more

human, and, therefore, more relatable.

Further Resources

* Building Relationships with Your Students (K-12) Aurora Public Schools. This site
includes activities, ice breakers, and assignments, such as Getting to Know You Bingo,
Morning Check-In, Bio Poems and Random Questions to foster relationships with

students: http://equity.aurorakl2.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/49/2012/04/Building-

Relationships-Handout.pdf

* Building Positive Teacher-Child Relationships. This site is a PowerPoint presentation
which includes activities to help build relationships with students.

http://csefel.vanderbilt.edu/kits/wwhbtk12.pdf

* The Morning Meeting Book by Roxann Kriete and Lynn Bechtel (2002) gives educators
step-by-step instructions on setting up and managing morning meetings in their

classrooms.
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Equitable Teaching Practices

Equity is NOT Equality

When it comes to teaching, equality is not equity. It is important that, while educators strive to
close the achievement gap, they realize equal treatment of students leads to maintaining the
status-quo. Equitable teaching leads to increased achievement for students who are below

grade level.

Equality

Equality suggests everyone is treated the same. In the classroom, this means all students are
given the same learning opportunities in the same way. Equality only works when everyone is
starting at the same place (i.e., the same grade level). If all the students in a classroom are not
starting with the same skill sets and abilities, then equal treatment of those students will often

result in the widening of achievement gaps.

Equity
Equity is when everyone is given the same access to learning. Students who are performing
below grade level are given different (and sometimes more) opportunities to master standards

(i.e., small group instruction, pre-teach/re-teach, etc.).

In order to close the achievement gap, teachers need to teach equitably. This handbook will

help you do that.
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Equitable Teaching Strategies

There are hundreds of equitable teaching practices teachers can use in their classrooms to
promote learning for all students. Montgomery County Schools has authored a lengthy list of
equitable teaching practices. The following are some of the easiest strategies educators can
use to build positive relationships and engage all of their students. For more equitable teaching
strategies, the entire document can be downloaded at:

hitp://www.pps.kl12.or.us/schools/gray/files/bmadison/Maryland Equitable Practices.pdf

Welcome Students by Name as They Enter the Classroom

While this seems too easy to be true, taking the time to greet students by name as they enter
your classroom shows them you both respect and care about them. While this might be the
easiest strategy of all, it takes effort. Too often teachers find themselves organizing the last
details of their lessons as students enter their classrooms, thus not allowing for a meaningful
greeting. In order to ensure you have the opportunity to greet your students as they come into

your room, be sure to have all your planning done before the bell rings!

Promote Interpersonal Discussions
In order to support all students in
participating in classroom discussions, it is

helpful to follow a semi-structured protocol.

*  Ask Question
* Allow for Private Think Time
* Partner Share

* Random Response

Think Time
Think time is the time an educator allows students to think between asking a question and

taking responses from students. Often, teachers will call on the first students who raise their
hands, which inhibit others from thinking the answer through. If students know someone else

will get the answer before they do, they often disengage. In order to ensure all students are

28



248

given an equitable opportunity to think, provide at least 20 seconds of

wait time before taking responses.

Partner Share

In addition to think time, students often need to talk their thoughts
through with a peer before offering their insights to the entire
classroom. Incorporating partner sharing into your protocol allows

students to think through their response as they share with a peer.

Organizing partner share time is essential. The biggest mistake
educators make is to tell their students to turn and talk to their
neighbor without giving any training on how to do so. Too often,
partner share time is wasted on one person doing all the talking. In
order to ensure both participants in the partner share participate, |

suggest using the following protocol:

* Students turn to face one another

* The student who is youngest (could also be the student with the
most siblings, the student closest to the door, the student on
the left, etc.) shares first

*  While the first student is sharing (30 seconds), the second
student is actively listening—not talking! They nod, smile, and
make eye contact to show they are engaged, but they are not
allowed to interrupt or agree or disagree with the student
talking.

* Once the first student’s 30 seconds is complete, the second
student gets their 30 seconds to share their thoughts. Again,
the listener is not allowed to talk in any capacity

* Once both students have had 30 seconds to share their
thoughts, give the team 30 more seconds to talk back and forth

about their opinions. At this point, they can agree with one

Think-Pair-Share

1. Students are
given private
think time

2. Students face
one another

3. One student
shares while the
other listens

4. Reverse roles

5. Share out
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another, disagree with one another, ask each other questions, and so on.

Following Think Time and Partner Share, students feel prepared and confident to participate in
discussions. It is still important, however, that you not only call on those raising their hands.
Everyone needs to be accountable—that means they might get called on even when their hand

is not raised.
Further Resources:

+ Videos describing Think Pair Share:
o The following videos describe the Think Pair Share protocol giving step-by-step
instructions on how to incorporate it you're your classroom

= http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YGCyk QaC0l

= http://www.youtube.com/watch v=-SAWNI-A-34

Use Random Response Strategies
In addition to wait time and partner share, it is important all students have a voice in classroom

discussions; that means, you can’t only call on students raising their hand. In order to ensure all

students are participating, you might employ one of the following strategies:

* Equity Sticks: Put each student’s name on a stick. Pull a stick after giving students
ample time to think privately and time to partner share to think through their response.
Remember, not all students are treated equally in your classroom. If you have students
you want to engage and motivate to participate in your discussions, you might consider
putting those students’ names on more than one stick—that way, they will get ample
oppertunities to share their thinking.

*  Numbered Heads Together: Numbered heads is a cooperative learning strategy that
supports students in actively participating in group discussion in order to answer a
particular question. Students know, when using the numbered heads together protocol,
that after the small group discussion, one member of the team is going to be
responsible for answering for the group. Therefore, it is advantageous for all members

of the group to work together to ensure everyone understands the material.
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o Divide students into groups of 3 or 4

< Assign each student a number (1, 2, 3, or 4)

o Pose a question

= All members of the group discuss the question and agree upon an answer

@ Call on a particular number to answer the question
Further Resources:

# The following video shows a classroom participating in the Numbered Heads

Together protocol: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ADmXhDuHpD4

Get Multiple Perspectives

So often in an attempt to save time, educators take the first right answer and move on. In
order to encourage equitable teaching practices, it is important teachers take the time to get
more than one perspective. The next time you ask a question, try employing one or more of

the following to get more than one perspective:

* That's one idea, does anyone have another idea?
* Does anyone have a different opinion?

+ Did anyone get a different answer?

Allowing for more than one perspective lets students know there isn't always a single correct

answer; often, there are several perspectives that can be correct.

Ask High-Order Questions of All Students

Often, educators ask high-order questions of their higher students and reserve easier recall or
yes/no questions for their lower achieving students. In order to ensure all students are getting
equitable opportunities to share their thinking, ask higher-order questions of all of your
students. Itisimportant to ensure you are giving all students the opportunity to answer

questions that require critical thinking. Types of higher-order questions:

*  Why do you think happened?

*  What could you have done differently to get a different outcome?
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* What would you have done in this situation? Why?

* How are and alike? How are they different?

*  What caused to occur?

Further Resources

+ At the following website, you can find a list of Costa’s Sentence Starters for Higher-
Order Questioning

hittp://www.nscsd.org/webpages/jennisullivan/files/levels%200f%20questioning(1).pdf

+ At the following website, you can find a list of Bloom's Questions Starters for Higher-
Order Thinking:
hittp:f/webcache.poogleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:A0H7 pYANAMI:www.nscsd.

org/webpages/jennisullivan/files/blooms-guestion-
starters.docx+&cd=2&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=us

Once relationships have been built and teaching strategies formulated, it is time to begin
planning lessons that will motivate and engage your focal students. This section will walk you

through, step-by-step, the process of participating in a cycle of inquiry.
Further Resources

* Meontgomery County Public Schools provides a series of “Short Takes” or videos
describing and modeling equitable teaching practices such as using students’ real life
experiences to connect to learning, answering questions that foster critical thinking,
strategies for assessing students’ prior knowledge, etc. The Short Takes can be found at
the following website:

http://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/development/resources/ecp/ecp

11-20.shtm
* The following site leads to NEA's CARE guide 2011, which includes specific teaching
strategies and activities designed to help close the achievement gap:

http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/CAREguide2011.pdf
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The framework found at this website discusses the causes of equity gaps, and resources
leading to the implementation of strategies/best practices to begin to close the
achievement gap:

https://www.ocps.net/cs/services/initiatives/Documents/Strategies%20Document. pdf

Multi-Cultural Teaching Strategies from the Center for Research on Learning and

Teaching: http://www.crlt.umich.edu/tstrategies/tsmdt

At the following site, the Metropolitan Center for Urban Education lists strategies for
Culturally Responsive classroom management, understanding one's own cultural
background, understanding the background of your students, and strategies for building
caring classrooms:
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/semsadmin/uploads/005/121/Culturally%20Responsive20C
lassroom¥%20Memt%205trat2. pdf

33




253

Formative Assessment Strategies

Formative assessment is essential to monitoring student learning and
growth throughout a cycle of inguiry. While summative assessment
data serves to determine how much students have learned at the

end of an academic unit, formative assessment is designed to very

/

—\ quickly assess students in

“Formative Assessment order to determine their

allows me to see where
my students are right
now and helps me to
determine my next steps
in instruction.”
-5% Grade Teacher

level of understanding
immediately following a
lesson. Formative
assessment is meant to

/ drive instruction; that is,

the results you get on today’s formative assessment will determine
what you teach tomorrow. If educators take the time to do
formative assessments during their cycles of inguiry, they will not be
surprised by their summative assessment results—they will already
know exactly where every student is academically, and they will have
already made plans to support students in need of further

instruction.

Formative assessments are meant to provide instructors with a
snapshot of what their students understand in the moment, it is not
meant to provide hours of grading. Instead, educators should be
able to look at the formative assessment and know almost

immediately if their students understand the standard.

This section will introduce several quick and easy formative

assessment strategies—all of which can be done in minutes.

Keeping Track of
Formative
Assessment Data

Having a clipboard with a
data collection sheet
handy at all times is
helpful in keeping track of
formative assessment
data. This way, as your
students hold up
individual whiteboards or
red, yellow, or green
cards, you can note who
does not understand the

content immediately.
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Three Dos and A Don’t
Three Dos and A Don’t is a great way to dig deeper into how well your students understand a
particular procedure or process. Students are asked to write three things they would doin a

particular process and three things they would not do.
Example: Write three Dos and A Don’t for adding and subtracting fractions.

When adding and subtracting fractions, DO ,

Do , and DO , but, DON'T

When adding and subtracting fractions, DO find a common denominator, DO add the
numerators together once you have a common denominator, and DO reduce, but

DON'T add the denominators together.

Notecards/Index Cards
Motecards can be used in multiple ways. They can be used to answer a single question or used
to have students explain what they understand and what they are still confused about. The

idea of using a notecard is to ask questions or problems that can be answered quickly.

* Write the problem or question students are expected to answer on the board, and give
the students 3 — 5 minutes to answer the question on their notecard. For example, one
could write:

Example: Use an area model to show the sum of one fourth and three eighths.
* Have students write one thing they understand on the front of their card and one thing
they are confused about on the other side.

Example: On the front of your notecard, write one thing you understand regarding the
causes of the American Revolution. On the back, write one thing you are unsure about

in regard to the causes of the American Revolution.
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Individual Dry Erase Boards

Give each student an individual dry erase board and a dry erase
marker. Ask questions that can be answered on the whiteboard and
read (by you) from across the room. This strategy works particularly

well when assessing questions that can be answered in one or two

words, true or false, or for solving mathematical equations.

Self-Directed Response
The strategy of self-directed response allows students to, using
pictures, numbers, words, or diagrams, demonstrate their

understanding of a particular topic.

Example: Explain the water cycle using pictures, words, numbers,
or a diagram. Explain it in such a way someone who had never

heard of it would be able to understand.

WATER LYCLE

o

7
2

2 rdensation G
7 e ) 7e
T3 e

Formative

Assessment
Formative assessment
allows educators to
monitor student learning
in the moment; whereas
summative assessment
evaluates the students
understanding upon
completion of a unit of

study.
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Signal Cards

Students are given a red, green, and yellow signal cards to keep at their desks. At any given
pointin a lesson, teachers can ask their students to pull out their signal cards and hold up the
color that represents their understanding of the content at that moment in time. Depending on

the students’ responses, the teacher moves

e |

on in their lesson or pauses to reteach.
Students choose which card to display based

on the following criteria:

Red—I don’t get it! | need help!

Green—I understand! | can show you.

In addition, the letters A, B, and C can also be added to the signal cards, so you can check for
basic understanding using the colors, or you can ask a multiple choice question that can be

answered using the letters.

Yes/No Charts
Using a Yes/No chart, students explicitly state what they do and do not understand about a
particular topic. Students split their paper into two columns. The left column is labeled “Yes”

and the right column is labeled “No.”

Example: Use a Yes/No Chart to share what you have learned about Magnetism.

Yes No
Magnets produce a magnetic field. Why don’t negative poles don’t attract?
Magnets are not attracted to glass, plastic or How can the earth have a magnetic pull?

wood.

The opposite poles attract one another.
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Cycle of Inquiry

What is a Cycle of Inquiry?

In a cycle of inquiry, teachers are given the opportunity to:
(a) Select and narrow a focus for inguiry into their practice;
{b) Determine what goals they will set and measure;
(c) Create an action plan to work toward accomplishing those goals;
(d) Design a plan for implementing the desired actien; and
() Collect and analyze data generated by their action

As a participant in the cycle of inquiry, teachers are given the opportunity to see first-hand
whether or not their practice is impacting the achievement of their students, particularly their
students of color. If teachers are reflecting critically on their own practice and whether or not it

affects student learning positively, they are likely

/ \ to begin to look at systems of inequity, which may
Research shows the

be their own practice, as the cause for lowered
traditional model of

professional development student achievement rather than continue to
(one-day workshop or blame the students themselves (McLaughlin &
occasional conference) is
ineffective in changing the Zarrow, 2001).
ways in which teachers teach
but is the most commonly Why Should We Use a Cycle of Inquiry?

used type of professional Participating in a cycle of inquiry can be beneficial

development in the education.
to educators attempting to close the achievement

gap for many reasons. First, research shows
professional development activities fall into one of two categories: traditional or reform.
Traditional activities, such as the one day workshop or the training model where participants
are given a one shot training on how to implement a certain strategy and then set loose to

implement the new technique, are least likely to affect change in teachers’ practice or beliefs




but are the most commenly participated in by teachers in America
(Borko, 2004; Cochrane-Smith & Lytle, 2001; Darling-Hammond &
McLaughlin, 1995; Falk, 2001; Garet, Porter, Desimone, Birman, &
Yoon, 2001; Guskey, 2002; Little, 1993, 2001; Stokes, 2001).
However, teachers participating in reform activities, such as inquiry,
report having transformed beliefs about achievement and how their
practice influences it {Darling-Hammond & McLaughlin, 1995; Garet
et al., 2001; McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001).

Professional Development Characterized as Reformative
«+ Professional development that encourages teachers to
engage in critical dialegue regarding their practice
<+ Professional development that encourages teachers to reflect
on student learning in a manner which is data driven
%+ Professional development that encourages teachers to reflect
critically on their own practice and its effect on student

learning

Inquiry Based Professional Development

A growing body of literature supports inquiry based professional
development as the approach most likely to change the manner in
which teachers teach; including how they interact with their students
of color. Cochrane-Smith and Lytle (2001) describe inguiry as stance
as “the positions teachers and others who work together in inquiry
communities take toward knowledge, its relationships to practice,

and the purposes of schooling” (pp. 49-50).

Types of

Professional

Development

Traditional Professional
Development Activities

Workshops
Institutes
College Courses

Conferences

Reform Professional
Development Activities

Study Groups
Mentoring
Coaching
Inquiry
Teacher

Collaboratives

39

258



259

Inquiry as stance allows educators to look critically at their practice (and the results of their
practices) in order to determine how they can transform their current practices to meet the
needs of all students. This process, | believe, is essential when educators take on the challenge
of closing the achievement gap.

A framework that lends itself well to

\ supporting teachers through the process of
The success of the reform agenda

depends on “teachers’ success in
accomplishing the serious and inquiry (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001). Ina
difficult task of learning the skills
and perspectives assumed by new
visions of practice and unlearning given the opportunity to: (a) select and
the practices and beliefs about
students and instruction that have

taking on a stance of inquiry is the cycle of

cycle of inquiry (See Figure 1), teachers are

narrow a focus for inguiry into their own

dominated their professional practice; (b) determine what goals they will
lives” (Darling-Hammond & set and measure; (c) create an action plan to
McLaughlin, 1995, p. 597)
k work toward accomplishing those goals; (d)

design a plan for implementing the desired
action; and (e) collect and analyze data generated by their action (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001).
As a participant in the cycle of inquiry, you will be given an opportunity to see first-hand
whether or not your practice is impacting the achievement of your students, particularly your

students of color.

Cycle of Inquiry Process
The cycle of inquiry process begins after focal students have been selected, and should last
anywhere from 2-4 weeks. The following sections will walk you through the steps of

implementing a cycle of inquiry in your classroom.




260

Determine a
Focus for
Inquiry into

Set Goals for
Next Cycle of

Inquiry

Determine
Measureable
Goals

Figure 1. The Cycle of Inquiry Process (McLaughlin & Zarrow, 2001)

Determining a Focus for Inquiry into Practice

Once you have selected your focal students by analyzing your school’s AYP data, your grade

level data, or your classroom data, the following questions will help you determine exactly what

the focus subject for your first cycle of inquiry should be.

#* In what subject area does our focal group need the most support?
++ Will support in this area likely lead to increased achievement for our focal students?

++ Will an inquiry into this subject area likely lead to improved instruction?

If you are able to answer yes to the last two questions, you have likely found a good starting
point for your cycle of inquiry. If you were unable to answer yes to the last two questions,
consider choosing a different subject area for your focal group. Once you have settled on a

subject aresg, it is time to narrow your focus by asking the following questions:
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<+ Within this subject area, on what specific standard should we focus?

«+ Will focusing on this standard likely lead to improved achievement for our focal

students?

Determining Measurable Goals

Measurable goals are, of course, measurable. Meaning you set a clear, precise goal that can be

measured quantitatively. For example, focal students will show academic growth of one rubric

score or gain of points from pre- to post-test during this cycle of inquiry as measured by

the formative and summative assessments. When determining your measureable goals, be sure

to be specific and realistic. While all of your focal students may not move into the meets

standard performance level, it is possible they will show academic growth set by determining

measurable goals.

Creating an Action Plan

Once you have determined your focus and measurable goals, it is time to create an action plan.

Consider the following questions when doing so:

=3

o

&

£3
£3

What is the length of the cycle—how long will When discussing why certain

it take to teach the standard?

How many lessons will we teach during this e s e

students didn’t meet standard,

student. Focus on what we, as

cycle?

How will we use the information we gathered

educators, can change.

in student interviews and surveys to motivate
and engage our focal students?

How will we teach this standard to ensure our focal students master it?

How will we measure whether or not our focal students have mastered the standard we

have chosen?

Collecting and Analyzing Data

Collecting and analyzing data is essential in the cycle of inguiry process. If you are not using

data to determine success, or lack thereof, you are likely to continue on a path of teaching in a
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way that is easy rather than in a manner that is most effective for you focal students. When

collecting and analyzing your data, consider the following questions:

%+ Which focal students showed determined academic growth?

%+ What data do we have to support this?

* What did we do to support them in making growth?

* Which focal students did not show determined academic growth?
<+ What data do we have to support this?

% Could we have done something different in our teaching? If so, what could we have

done differently?

Determining Next Steps Based on Data

When determining next steps, it is impertant to analyze where your focal students are as a
group. Of course we hope 100% of focal students will show determined academic growth
during a cycle of inguiry, but reality isn't so perfect. This is why determining a measurable goal

is important. When you or your team is ready to determine next steps, ask yourselves the

following questions:

> Did 80% or more of our focal students show the determined amount of academic

growth?

o If so, what standard will we focus on in our next cycle of inquiry?
=  What will we do for those whe did not show determined academic

growth?

= Will we focus on the same focal students or will they change?

If we are planning on releasing students from focal student status in our

next cycle of inquiry, do we have the data that shows they are solidly in

the meets standard, or green zone?

% Did less than 80% of our focal students meet standard?
@ If so, will we focus on the same standard in our next cycle of inquiry?
= If not, what data do we have to support our decision to mowve on?

%+ How can we modify our instruction to better meet the needs of our focal students?
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Continuing the Work

You should commend yourself for taking the first step toward ensuring continued equity work.
While the journey you are beginning will be long, and at times difficult, the impact you are
making will become evident as you see students of color beginning to close the achievement
gap in your classroom. While the challenge of ensuring all students receive an opportunity for
equitable outcomes in education is significant, it is not impossible. Gone are the days of placing
the blame for lowered achievement on students and their families; rather, we are faced with
the exciting possibility of reshaping the educational experiences for students who have been

historically overlogked.

As you welcome the challenge of Keeping Equity in Mind, celebrate that you are actively
working on becoming part of the solution. With each ingquiry cycle, you are becoming more
equipped to handle the task of educating all of your students. As you progress through multiple
cycles, your mindset will change, and you will begin to internalize the process. You will find the
way you think about your students of color (and their abilities) will shift; you will recognize that
with engaging, targeted instruction, you can make a difference. It is not an impossible task. It

is manageable.

You don’t have to feel as though the task is too daunting. You can make a difference one day at
a time, and you will. You have the power to change how you choose to look at your students.
See them as the eager learners they are. Shown them you care for them as learners and
individuals. Once you have opened this dialogue with them by getting to know them and
engaging them, you will see the possibilities are endless as they move toward academic

excellence.




Determining Focal Students

Teacher:

Grade:

Focal Group:

Focal Subject Area:

Focal Standard:

Focal Group

Student Name
Membership

State Assessment
(Passing Score

)

Pre-Test
(Passing Score
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Focal Students:
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Pre-Cycle Planning

Teacher Name Grade Level Date
Focal Student : Focal Student :
Focal Student : Focal Student :
Focal Student : Focal Student :

Relationship Building Strategies

During this cycle of inguiry, | plan to explicitly use the following relationship building strategies:

Determining Focus for Inquiry

In what subject area does our focal group need the most support?

47



What data do we have to support this decision?

Will this support lead to increased student achievement? Yes No
Will 2 cycle of inquiry in this subject area lead to improved instruction? Yes No
What specific standard will we focus an?

Will focusing on this standard likely lead to improved achievement for focal students? Yes No

Determining Measurable Goals

80% of focal students will show academic growth of in the following:

Focal Subject:

Focal Standard:

Action Plan

Length of Cycle

Approximate Number of Lessons

Teaching Strategies

48
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Data Collection

Formative Assessments -

Summative Assessments

Data Analysis

Assessment: Date

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F34 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet

Plan for students not meeting standard

49
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Assessment:

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F54 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet
Plan for students not meeting standard

Assessment:

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F54 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet

Plan for students not meeting standard

50
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Assessment: Date

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F54 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet
Plan for students not meeting standard

Assessment: Date

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F54 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet

Plan for students not meeting standard

51
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Assessment:

Focal Student Data

F51 Met Did Not Meet
F52 Met Did Not Meet
F53 Met Did Not Meet
F34 Met Did Not Meet
F55 Met Did Not Meet

Plan for students not meeting standard

52
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Glossary
Achievement Gap: When students of color are not achieving at the same level as their White

and Asian counterparts
Blue Zone: students in the blue zone are those students who have exceeded standard

Color Blind Lens: When one teaches through a color blind lens, they teach with the notion that
all children are created equal, and thus, should be treated exactly the same—therefore, they

believe race is not a factor in a student’s educational success

Cycle of Inquiry: A framework for teachers to go through the process of determining a focus
for inquiry, outlining measurable goals, create an action plan, collect and analyze data, and set
goals for their next cycle of inquiry. By participating in a cycle of inquiry, educators are able to

see, through data, how their teaching is affecting learning in their classrooms

Discrimination: The act of making a distinction in favor of or against something based on race

or religion

Equity: Attempting to even the playing field for members of the minority group with those in
the dominant group. Equity is not synonymous with equal. Equal means the same; equity
implies that, in order to level the playing field, one must put more energy into closing the gap
between the minority and dominant groups—giving equal treatment may not be enough to

achieve equity

Fixed Mindset: Students with a fixed mindset believe intelligence is something with which you

are born; it is not something you can increase

Focal Students: Students performing below grade level but are within one year of meeting

state-wide assessment standards

Formative Assessment: Quick, daily check-ins to see where your students are performing on a
particular standard at that particular moment in time. Formative assessment is meant to guide

instruction
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Green Zone: Students who are in the Green Zone have met academic standard in that subject

area

Growth Mindset: Students with a growth mindset believe intelligence is something you can
build upon—that is, it is something you can increase as you are introduced to and engage with

new information

Institutionalized Racism: the practices and institutional policies that perpetuate inequitable

relationships between people of coler and members of the dominant group
Measurable Goal: A goal that can be measured quantitatively

Red Zone: Students in the Red Zone are two or more years behind academic standard as

determined by state-wide assessment data
Ripple Effect: The effect that occurs when one action creates several other effects

Summative Assessment: Assessment given at the end of a unit of study—the purpose of
summative assessment is to assess what a group of students took away from a unit of study.

Most often, summative assessments are not used to modify instruction

Yellow Zone: Students in the Yellow Zone are within one year of meeting standard on state-

wide assessments
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