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Writing the history of Tudor women is a difficult 

task. "Women's lives from the 16th century can rarely be 

constructed except when these women have had influential 

connections with notable men. 11 1 This is no less true for 

1Minna F. Weinstein, "Reconstructing Our Past: 
Reflections on Tudor Women," International Journal of 
Women's Studies 1 (1978), p. 133. 
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the court women of Tudor England than for other women of the 

time. 

The purpose of this thesis is to discuss some of the 

more memorable court women of Tudor England who served the 

queens of Henry VIII, Mary I, and Elizabeth I, 2 and to 

determine what impact, if any, they had on their 

contemporary times and to evaluate their roles in Tudor 

history. 

The role of patronage and favor by the queens in 

appointing court positions will be discussed to show the 

ways in which a woman could become a court attendant. 

Foreign women at court had a unique experience of having to 

adapt not only to a new court, but to a new country, culture 

and language as well. How well they adjusted and what they 

achieved will be discussed. Court intrigue, politics and 

social issues will be covered relative to the court woman. 

And, last of all, the role of humanism, the new learning and 

reform, all important developments in sixteenth-century 

England, will be looked at in relation to these women. 

Attempting to uncover sixteenth-century women's 

history is extremely difficult, especially given lack of 

source material in this area of the country. Attempts have 

been made to use original sources as much as possible, and 

when not possible, to use reliable secondary sources. Use 

2oue to the confines of this paper, only the first ten 
years of Elizabeth's reign will be discussed. 
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of the inter-library loan service has aided in achieving 

this goal. In addition, this author was able to do research 

in London, England, for a short two-week period. Original 

resources at the British Library Western Manuscript Room and 

Reading Rooms, the Public Record Office, and the Institute 

of Historical Research, Senate House, University of London 

were used. Source materials used were the State Papers of 

Henry VIII, state Papers of Mary I-Elizabeth I, G.E.C., and 

rare books and manuscripts not available here or through 

inter-library loan. 

My results have indicated that there were, indeed, 

many court women who did affect their contemporary times 

and, in some cases, the future of English history. 

Considering the status of women at that time, the fact that 

there is any information on them at all after so many 

centuries is important in itself. But the more research 

done on these illusive women, the more interesting their 

lives become; the more important their lives seem, the more 

frustrating it becomes to realize that their life histories 

were lost in the first place. This thesis attempts to 

collect and clarify this in a small way. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Writing the history of Tudor women is a difficult 

task. "Women's lives from the 16th century can rarely be 

constructed except when these women have had influential 

connections with notable men. 111 This is no less true for 

the court women of Tudor England than for other women of the 

time. Lack of concrete birth and death dates even for the 

most notable of Tudor women are at times non-existent. 2 

Loss of identity is also compounded through name changes 

upon marriage, 3 the woman taking on her husband's name and 

1Minna F. Weinstein, "Reconstructing Our Past: 
Reflections on Tudor Women," International Journal of 
Women's Studies 1 (1978): p. 133. 

2The birth year of Anne Boleyn, possibly the most 
famous woman of early Tudor England, is still not known and 
historians continue to speculate. See Paul Friedmann, Anne 
Boleyn: A Chapter in English History 1527-1536, 2 vols. 
(London: Macmillan, 1884); E. w. Ives, Anne Boleyn (Oxford: 
Basil Blackwell, 1986); James Gairdner, "Mary and Anne 
Boleyn," English Historical Review 8 (1893): pp. 53-60; 
James Gairdner, "The Age of Anne Boleyn," English Historical 
Review 10 (1895): p. 104; Hugh Paget, "The Youth of Anne 
Boleyn," Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research 54 
(1981): pp. 162-170; and Retha M. Warnicke, "Anne Boleyn's 
Childhood and Adolescence," Historical Journal 28 (Dec. 
1985): pp. 939-952 for several opinions. 

3weinstein, p. 133. 
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title, if ennobled. When one realizes that women often 

married two or three times (or more) during their lifetime 

and that the woman's married name and title, if a 

noblewomen, were many times different, the frustrations in 

tracking a woman's life history from beginning to end are 

numerous. As Weinstein states "moving away from male-

defined experience to examination of uniquely female 

experience 11 4 can be a key in unraveling women's lives in a 

male-dominated world. 

The purpose of this thesis is to discuss some of the 

more memorable court women 5 of Tudor England who served the 

queens of Henry VIII, Mary I and Elizabeth I, 6 to determine 

what impact they had on their contemporary times and to 

evaluate their roles in Tudor history. The role of 

patronage and favor by the queens in appointing court 

positions will be discussed to show the ways in which a 

4Ibid. 

2 

5Terms such as lady-in-waiting, "gentlewoman," "waiting 
gentlewoman," "lady," "attendant," "servant," and "woman" 
were all terms found by this author to mean basically the 
same thing: a woman of the nobility or upper gentry who 
attended upon her queen. For the purpose of this paper, the 
general term "court woman" will usually be used. "Lady-in­
waiting" was not a contemporary term but is sometimes useful 
as a synonym for "court woman". other specific terms such 
as "great lady," "lady of the Privy Chamber," "maid-of­
honor," or "chamberer" are used when warranted. These terms 
will be explained in the course of the paper. 

6oue to the confines of this paper, only the first ten 
years of Elizabeth's reign (1558-1568) will be covered. 
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woman could become a court attendant. Foreign women at 

court during the time of Catherine of Aragon and Anne of 

Cleves will be discussed as a separate group since they had 

a unique experience of having to adapt not only to a new 

court, but to a new country, culture and language as well. 

3 

A chapter on women involved in court intrigue, politics, and 

social issues will show that many women spent their time 

doing more than needlework and other various pastimes. 

Humanism and reform in relation to court women will be 

discussed, particularly during the reigns of Anne Boleyn and 

Katherine Parr. Perhaps most importantly, who these women 

were as individuals, where they came from (family 

background), and what became of them will be discussed when 

relevant in the course of this paper, and also in Appendix 

B, which consists of a short biography of some court women 

whose lives have been better documented. It is important to 

note that due to the time period being discussed, the status 

of women at that time, and the problem of access to original 

source material, many court women who served Tudor queens 

are known only by name. Appendix c is a list of names of 

Tudor women who served their queens compiled by this author 

during the course of research. It does not profess to be a 

complete list, but simply an aid to show the potential for 

more research in this area. 

A brief look at the Tudor court during the time of 

Henry VIII and the development and organization of the 
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queen's household will be necessary to give a clear picture 

of the place where these women "worked." By the time of 

Henry VIII, the court was undoubtedly the center of Tudor 

existence. This court, as G. R. Elton defines it, comprised 

"all those who at any given time were within 'his graces 

house'" and was clearly "the true seat of power, profit and 

policy. 117 It was the hub of life--the place to be for 

anybody who wanted to be anybody. The heyday of the great 

liege lords and bastard feudalism had passed and by the time 

Henry came to power in 1509, a nobleman on the scale of 

Edward Stafford, third duke of Buckingham (ex. 1521), was 

becoming a rarity.8 This was due in great part to the 

successful use of crown patronage which lured noblemen to 

court with offers of lucrative offices and positions. Elton 

states, 

The true court of our imagining could not exist 
until the Crown had destroyed all alternative 
centres of political loyalty or ..• all alternative 
sources of worldly advancement. The jealousy of 
Tudor monarchs, who took care to sterilize such out 
of date endeavors ["Court-like centres" such as 
Buckingham's], was really very well advised: their 
rule, their power, depended on their uniqueness, and 

7G. R. Elton, "Tudor Government: The Points of 
Contact, III. The Court." Presidential Address 
Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, Fifth series 
26 (1976), pp. 217, 228. 

8Buckingham's household included "over 500 servants, 
who were not merely a domestic staff but his political power 
base, his centre of patronage, his home and also in many 
ways his social community." Kate Mertes, The English Noble 
Household, 1250-1600 (Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1988), 1. 



it was their courts that gave continuous expression 
to that solitary eminence. 9 

To be near the king was to be near the nucleus of power and 

it is evident that "throughout the Tudor period, the lords 

who rose were those who attached themselves in service to 

5 

the Crown, and those who fell were those who tended to 

depend on more ancient allegiances. 11 lO Of course Henry VIII 

knew what he was doing. By offering his noblemen positions 

at court, he, in turn, was weakening their own power at home 

and strengthening his. He could also keep his eye on them 

and spot trouble before it occurred.11 David Starkey puts 

it succinctly in describing the gentlemen of Henry's court: 

The court not only stripped the leading members of 
the political nation of the protective cocoon of 
their own households; it also brought them--as 
individuals--face to face with each other in a 
lively and often viciously competitive society. 
Behaviors, manners and dress were nicely observed; 
rumours started and reputations made and lost.12 

The above statement was also applied to court women. Anne 

Somerset states in her book on ladies-in-waiting that 

9Elton, "Tudor Government" p. 212. 

lOibid., p. 190. 

11Louis XIV later used this idea for the concept of 
Versailles. 

12oavid Starkey, "The age of the household: politics, 
society and the arts c. 1350-c. 1550," in The Later Middle 
Ages, ed. Stephen Medcalf (London: Methuen & co., Ltd., 
1981), p. 277. 



Until the present century the court was one of the 
few British institutions where women had a role to 
play, and one moreover that was not purely 
ornamental. At a time when virtually every 
profession was an exclusively masculine presence, 
the position of lady-in-waiting to the Queen was 
almost the only occupation that an upper-class 
Englishwoman could with propriety pursue ..• Any lady 
with a position at court could feel she had a finger 
on the pulse of power, even if, as in most cases, 
she could not determine the rate at which it 
beat ... A word in the ear of a King or Queen could 
make or mar a career, confound the schemes of 
enemies or assure the success of a business 
undertaking and ladies in roral service were in a 
position to utter that word. 3 

6 

Just as there existed an ideal courtier, there existed 

an ideal court woman whose character, theoretically, was 

many-faceted. In Castiglione's The Book of the Courtier, 

Gaspare states that the same rules which apply to an ideal 

courtier should apply to an ideal court lady, that is, 

discretion and decorum, nonchalance and gracefulness. The 

court woman like the courtier "should pay heed to time and 

place. 11 14 The ideal court lady should be of a good family, 

well mannered, naturally graceful, well accomplished, shun 

affectation, and be neither proud, envious, nor "evil-

tongued." Among many other attributes, including beauty, 

she should have a knowledge of literature and painting, know 

13Anne Somerset, Ladies in Waiting From the Tudors to 
the Present Day (London: Weidenfeld and Nicholson, 1984), 
p. 2-3. 

14Baldesar Castiglione, The Book of the Courtier, 
trans. George Bull (Middlesex: Penguin Books, 1967), p. 
209. 
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how to dance, play musical instruments and games, and 

gracefully perform those sports suitable for a woman. She 

should know how "to gain and keep the favour of her mistress 

and of everyone else," while remaining more circumspect than 

her male counterpart. She must "take greater pains to avoid 

giving an excuse for someone to speak ill of her" while 

remaining absolutely above reproach and suspicion. Above 

all, her main occupation should be the care of her husband's 

belongings, house and children, which included being a good 

mother.15 In short, she should be perfect by Renaissance 

standards. 

However, the ideal court woman possessed a knowledge 

of many subjects while seeking modestly to "win credit for 

her knowledge." 16 But, possessing knowledge of many 

subjects and having an academic education were two different 

matters. The latter was far from common for the sixteenth 

century English woman, even for the most privileged of 

these, the court lady. Maria Dowling, in discussing 

humanism during the reign of Henry VIII, states that "before 

the reign of Henry VIII women did not receive anything 

approaching an academic education," 17 and that the average 

15 b' I 1d., pp. 211-216. 

16Ibid., p. 214. 

17Maria Dowling, Humanism in the Age of Henry VIII 
(London: Croom Helm, 1986), p. 220. 
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Henrician woman was not educated for public office, but that 

"their domain was the household, their cares were their own 

moral well-being and the upbringing of their children."18 

There are always exceptions to the rule, and at the 

Tudor court this was no less the case. An area which Tudor 

court ladies seemed to be somewhat proficient at were 

languages of the vernacular, particularly French. Many 

noble ladies at court, including some of Henry's wives, 

cultivated the French language, as well as Spanish and 

Italian. The chronicler Harrison noted that it was rare for 

a courtier to speak any language other than English, but 

that many court ladies were skilled in French, Spanish and 

Italian.19 And due to the advent of humanism in the early 

sixteenth century, Tudor court women were not only studying 

18Ibid., p. 221. The one exception to this was the 
education of Mary Tudor (Mary I). The described education 
coincided, however, even with humanist ideals for a woman's 
education. 

19Kathleen Lambley, The Teaching and Cultivation of the 
French Language in England during Tudor and Stuart Times 
(Manchester: The University Press, 1920), 64, ftnt. 2. 
Roger Ascham, Cambridge scholar and tutor to Elizabeth I, 
praised her ability in languages while chiding the young 
court gentlemen for their lack of linguistic knowledge. 
Ibid., p. 64-65. See also Holinshed's Chronicles: England, 
Scotland, and Ireland. vol. I England, p. 196 (New York: 
AMS Press, Inc. 1965). 
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languages of the vernacular but classical languages such as 

Latin, Greek and Hebrew.20 

Since women's minds were naturally inquisitive, 

education prevented idleness, which could lead to such 

detriments as mischief and boredom. Although humanist 

9 

education for girls did not equal that of boys by any means, 

by the end of Henry VIII's reign humanistic studies for 

females were now accepted and even de rigueur. Tudor women 

such as Margaret Beaufort, Catherine of Aragon (a "pioneer 

of female education in England"), Anne Boleyn, and Katherine 

Parr to name a few, paved the way as patrons of scholars, 

commissioners of handbooks for women students, advocates of 

the publication and circulation of the English vernacular 

Bible, and authors who had works published during their 

lifetime. Although humanism by far did not reach the 

majority of Tudor women (and that applies to women of the 

court as well), as Dowling states, 

... the new learning by its recognition of the 
utility of education to women marked a fundamental 
change in the general attitude to women's studies; 
these were now a means of inculcating piett and 
morality rather than a hindrance to them.2 

20For the purpose of this paper "humanism" will be 
defined as "the reappraisal of religious and secular 
thinking through examination of the literary bases of 
theology and philosophy" (i.e., Christian scriptural and 
patristic writings and "acceptable" pagan classics, that is, 
those which did not concern love or lust. Dowling, p. 1. 

21Tn~Ad ~., p. 243. 



10 

A Tudor gentlewoman generally received her position at 

court as servant to the queen due to her social status or 

her relationship to the king or queen. She might be, 1) a 

relative of the king or queen, 2) a friend (often from 

childhood) of the queen, 3) the daughter, sister or wife of 

a gentleman in service to the king, 4) the daughter, sister 

or wife of a nobleman, 5) or, a noblewoman in her own right. 

The female attendants of a Tudor queen were 

technically considered court officials not personal 

servants, in part, because final approval of their 

appointment lay with the sovereign. 22 The queen-consort 

could suggest names, but the final decision rested with 

Henry VIII. Once chosen, their responsibilities were 

manifold: they supervised the domestic household of the 

queen, officiated at court functions, entertained 

ambassadors and other important guests, and generally were 

at the beck and call of their mistress, the queen. They 

often had daily contact with the king and members of his 

council and for that reason were chosen with care.2 3 

Because the number of positions was limited with a potential 

for longevity if they played their cards right, competition 

22Anthony Martienssen, Queen Katherine Parr (London: 
Secker & Warburg, 1973), p. 38. 

23Ibid. 
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was fierce.24 Some women were able to serve all six queens 

of Henry VIII, not an easy feat when one considers the 

number of factions, political pitfalls and religious 

controversy which a court woman could become involved in 

during this thirty-eight year period.25 

There were definitely perquisites to being a lady-in-

waiting, such as payment for services, gifts, and 

accommodations provided. This aided in minimizing daily 

expenses for one who lived at court. Women who were 

unmarried or whose husbands did not have court housing were 

given free room and board. All court women had specific and 

detailed arrangements for their housing and food. As an 

example, maids-of-honor were allowed "one servant and one 

spaniel each,"26 plus a daily breakfast of one chine of 

beef, one loaf of bread and one gallon of ale. In addition, 

the remaining two meals of the day (dinner which was served 

at 10:00 a.m. and supper which was served at 4:00 p.m.) were 

supplied. They were also given allowances of firewood and 

24The maneuverings of Honor Lisle to find a place at 
court for her daughters, Anne and Katherine Basset, are a 
case in point. 

25Anne Parr Herbert (sister to Katherine Parr and wife 
of Sir William Herbert, later earl of Pembroke in 1551) and 
Margery Horsham were ladies-in-waiting to all six queens of 
Henry VIII, while Mrs. Stoner, "Mother of the Maids," served 
all six queens also. Martienssen, p. 38; Somerset, pp. 14-
15. 

26somerset, p. 14. 
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candles which totalled 24 per annum. 27 on top of this, 

maids of honor were paid annual salaries with which they 

were to outfit themselves according to strict but elaborate 

court fashion, not always an easy task when budgeting one's 

money.28 

The title of a Tudor court woman derived from the room 

in which she served her queen.2 9 To understand this, it is 

necessary to briefly discuss the floor plan of the king's 

and queen's apartments and the development of the king's 

27These provisions were called "bouche (or bouge) of 
court" which consisted of a "commons of bread and ale, 
candles and fuel, served only to those of sufficient rank to 
be lodged in the palace itself." This allotment goes back 
at least as far as AD 1290 where it is shown among the 
Chamberlain's fees as "cibus," "potus," "busca," and 
"candela. 11 E. K. Chambers, The Elizabethan Stage (Oxford: 
The Clarendon Press, 1923), p. 51, ftnt. 4, from John 
Seldon's edition of Fleta, seu Commentarius Juris Anglicani, 
ii ( 1685) I P• 7 • 

See Appendix A for a list of bouche of court for the 
queen's attendants. "Ordinances for the Household Made at 
Eltham in the XVIIth Year of King Henry VIII AD 1526," in A 
Collection of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government 
of the Royal Household, Made in Divers Reigns from King 
Edward III to King William and Queen Mary, ed. Society of 
Antiquaries (London: John Nichols, 1790), pp. 162-165, p. 
193, pp. 208-209. 

28During Henry VIII's reign, the salary for a maid-of­
honor rose from £5 to £10 per annum. Somerset, p. 14. 

29Ibid., p. 10. David Starkey, "Intimacy and 
innovation: the rise of the Privy Chamber, 1485-1547," pp. 
71-118; and Pam Wright, "A change in direction: the 
ramifications of a female household, 1558-1603," pp. 147-
153, both in The English Court from the Wars of the Roses to 
the civil War, ed. David Starkey (London: Longman, 1987). 



Chamber in the royal household beginning at the time of 

Henry VII. 

Although each royal residence of late-fifteenth and 

sixteenth century England had unique aspects, most 

residences had basically the same floor plan up to the end 

of the seventeenth century.30 The royal apartments were 

located on the second floor accessed by a stairway leading 

to a gallery. The queen's apartments usually led off from 

13 

the king's unless the palace was especially large, in which 

case the queen might have her own private stairway. 31 

During medieval times, the king's Chamber, or private room, 

had been simply one room where he ate and slept, conducted 

most official business and all private business. However, 

during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries this one-room 

Chamber gave way to three separate rooms, each having a 

specific purpose: 1) the Great or Guard Chamber where the 

king's guard was stationed, 2) the outer or Presence Chamber 

where the throne and canopy stood, where the king dined on 

state occasions, received important guests and met with his 

30Neville Williams, The Royal Residences of Great 
Britain (London: Barrie and Rockliff, 1960), p. 5. 

31Ibid. By 1445, the queen's chamber was separate from 
the king's. David Loades, The Tudor Court (Totowa, N.J.: 
Barnes and Nobel, 1987), p. 18. 
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council, and 3) the Privy Chamber which served as the king's 

private day-room and bedroom.32 

The queens of Henry VIII had their own apartments 

which were basically modeled on their sovereign's. By 1509, 

there existed three separate chambers for the queen as well: 

the outer or Presence Chamber, the Privy Chamber, and the 

Bedchamber.3 3 The queen's household was physically and 

financially separate from the king's household, and although 

smaller in size, it was similar in organization and under 

the authority of the queen's Lord Chamberlain. Although the 

32starkey, "Intimacy and Innovation," p. 73. Loades 
states that organizationally the Chamber did not reflect its 
multiple room status even up to the creation of the Liber 
Niger in 1478, although physically the Chamber was divided 
into "a number of distinct rooms through which the monarch 
could retreat to the inner sanctuary of the Bedchamber." He 
goes on to say that although there were indications of a 
separate Privy Chamber during the time of Henry VII, not 
until the reign of Henry VIII did the Privy Chamber evolve 
into a distinct department, in imitation of the French 
household of Francis I. Loades, pp. 40-41. See also A. R. 
Myers, ed. The Household of Edward IV. The Black Book and 
the Ordinance of 1478 (Manchester: Manchester University 
Press, 1959), pp. 114-115. Starkey believes the Privy 
Chamber was probably established as a distinct department in 
1495 during the reign of Henry VII. For his reasoning, see 
Starkey, "Intimacy and Innovation," pp. 75-76. 

33wright and Somerset agree on the three-room 
configuration. Wright, p. 217; Somerset, p. 10. Starkey 
does not discuss the queen's rooms. Loades divides the 
chambers into two rooms, the Chamber and Privy Chamber. 
Loades, p. 41. Wright's and Somerset's terminology will be 
used in this paper. 
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queen's rooms were inhabited mainly by women, all officers 

of her household were men.34 
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Within the above three chambers of the queen's apart­

ments there existed a group of women known homogeneously as 

"the queen's attendants." From the time of Henry VIII up to 

Elizabeth I they were divided hierarchically into four 

groups: 1) the great ladies--the queen's principal women 

who came from the best and oldest families of the English 

aristocracy, the majority of whom were not only married to a 

peer, but often of ancient lineage in their own right and 

who attended the queen on important occasions such as 

banquets, weddings, coronations, christenings, and 

receptions; 2) the ladies of the Privy Chamber--women of 

distinguished families who, for the most part, had married 

into the baronage but were not as socially eminent as the 

great ladies and who attended the queen while in her Privy 

Chamber, keeping her company and ministering to her everyday 

needs; 3) maids-of-honor--unmarried young women usually from 

noble families who entered the queen's service in their 

early teens to complete their schooling in manners and to 

contract a good marriage with an eligible suitor of breeding 

and money; and 4) chamberers--untitled women who assisted 

the ladies of the Privy Chamber in their duties, sometimes 

referred to as chambermaids. During the time of Elizabeth I 

34Loades, p. 41. 
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this hierarchy became even more complex. Great ladies were 

now called "ladies of the Bedchamber" and for part of her 

reign a fifth group of women was created--"ladies of the 

Presence Chamber"--who were directly subordinate to the 

ladies of the Privy Chamber. These women apparently served 

Elizabeth while in the Outer or Presence Chamber of the 

palace. 

The availability of positions such as these for women 

were extremely important because a queen's household was one 

of the few places of "employment" for a woman during the 

sixteenth century.3 5 Although many of these women did not 

need the financial considerations, indeed living at court 

was very expensive and often cost more than one earned, the 

experience of living with and serving a queen in her own 

household was important to women as a whole in other ways. 

It was a framework upon and through which a woman or women 

as a group could organize and control their lives, a 

structure which helped women in "conceiving, comprehending 

and carrying out" their existence, and a community within a 

community, having a life of its own. The household (and 

court as a whole) was a religious, social and political 

arena where women could make and sometimes alter the course 

of history. On the other hand, the court woman had to 

35Mertes, p. 57. 



realize she was totally dependent on the queen's (and 

king's) good graces and often her good (or bad) humor.36 

Out of this century of turmoil, change, and growth a 

few women who served as attendants to Tudor queens have 

distinguished themselves for various reasons, but their 

lives and deeds have often been forgotten, in part, simply 

because they were women. In this paper, I hope to bring 

back some of those forgotten lives by selecting certain 

women of the Tudor Court and expanding on various episodes 
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in their lives to show that they truly did play an important 

role in the political, religious, and social history of 

sixteenth-century England, and that they did affect in 

lasting ways those whom they served and those around them. 

My goal is to attempt to change the too-true statement of 

Minna Weinstein in her analysis of Tudor women's lives: 

"The poignant truth is that most women die twice: their 

physical death and then when their memories are 

eradicated. 1137 

36rbid., pp. 183-184. Mertes uses these ideas to 
describe the effects of a noble household on women, but this 
author feels the same effects can be applied to that most 
noble household of all, the royal household. 

37weinstein, p. 140. 



CHAPTER II 

PATRONAGE AND FAVOR: 
THE RECEIVING OF OFFICE 

The number one goal of a Tudor court woman was in that 

most basic tie to patronage and favor--receiving a position 

as attendant to the queen. As stated in the introduction, 

this could be achieved in several ways. But one 

characteristic was required for all women candidates--the 

correct social status. All court attendants had to be of 

the nobility or gentry, preferably upper gentry. Women of 

the nobility, such as Margaret Plantagenet Pole, had status 

over the other court attendants and were ref erred to as 

"great ladies". This was totally a perquisite of their 

birthright (as in Margaret's case), or a right achieved 

through marriage to a nobleman. Sometimes a women was lucky 

enough to have both noble birth and marriage. 

The concept of patronage and favor was an art form in 

Tudor England, having its own unwritten rules and laws. 

This applied no less to the manner in which a court woman 

obtained her "job," a position in the queen's household. 

She could achieve her employment in several ways. She could 

be appointed by the court (that is, the monarch). In this 

case, her appointment rested on either her birthright, or 

her ties to men in court employ, such as a father, husband, 
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or brother.I Most of the women in Catherine of Aragon's 

household, such as Elizabeth Scrope de Vere, countess of 

Oxford, received their positions in this manner. This was 

due to several reasons: 1) being a foreigner, Catherine did 

not know anyone at court, 2) being a royal princess in her 

own right, it would not have been appropriate or feasible to 

use her sisters, and 3) most importantly, Henry VII felt it 

necessary to "anglicize" her. 

The same situation held true for Anne of Cleves. Most 

of her German retinue including her dear Mother Lowe, Anne's 

"homely companion," were replaced with English women who had 

court ties. Only the mysterious Katherine and Gertrude, 

"Dutchwomen," seem to have remained with Anne during her 

short time as queen.2 

Another way in which women could receive a place at 

court was to have direct ties to the queen. In this case, 

the queen could exert her right of giving patronage and 

favor to relatives (usually aunts and cousins), or friends. 

This is particularly exemplified in the cases of Anne 

Boleyn, Catherine Howard and Elizabeth I, where relatives 

filled a great many places at court. The giving of 

1In the case of a female monarch, such as Mary I and 
Elizabeth I, direct control in choosing attendants occurred. 
In the case of the queens of Henry VIII, the king had final 
approval. 

2see Chapter III for more on Katherine and Gertrude. 
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positions to friends is shown in the reigns of Catherine 

Howard, Katherine Parr and Mary I, although we must not 

forget that Catherine of Aragon was able to keep two of her 

closest Spanish women--Maria de Salinas and Inez de 

Venegas.3 

In the case of Anne Boleyn, herself a former attendant 

to Catherine of Aragon, she favored her aunts and cousins 

with positions in her household. Her aunts in attendance 

included 1) Elizabeth Wood Boleyn, wife of Anne's uncle, 

James Boleyn, 2) Katherine Broughton Howard, wife of Lord 

William Howard, 3) Elizabeth Stafford Howard, wife of Anne's 

uncle, Thomas Howard, third duke of Norfolk and older half-

brother of the aforementioned Lord William, 4) Anne Boleyn 

Shelton, sister of Anne's father Thomas Boleyn and Anne's 

namesake (she was later governess to both Mary and Elizabeth 

Tudor), and 5) Dorothy Howard Stanley, Anne's mother's half-

sister. Anne employed her cousin, Margaret Shelton, as a 

maid-of-honor and her sister-in-law, Jane Parker Boleyn, as 

an attendant. Her maternal step-grandmother, Agnes Tilney 

Howard, dowager duchess of Norfolk and her aunt Anne Howard 

de Vere, dowager duchess of Oxford, were both "great 

ladies." The dowager duchesses of Norfolk and Oxford also 

3Their success and longevity in Catherine's household 
had a great deal to do with their ability to successfully 
become "anglicized." 



served by virtue of their husbands' former positions at 

court. 4 

Being Anne's relatives gifted with a place in her 
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household did not necessarily mean they were sympathetic to 

her cause. One would think that these women would be 

grateful for such patronage and favor, but this was not 

always true. Some aunts such as Katherine Broughton Howard 

and Elizabeth Wood Boleyn were sympathetic to Catherine of 

Aragon and not at all close to their niece. Other 

attendants who were holdovers from Catherine of Aragon's 

household were also understandably unsympathetic to Anne, 

such as Gertrude Blount Courtenay, marchioness of Exeter. 

She worked behind Anne's back to aid Catherine and her 

daughter, Mary Tudor.5 

Three other attendants in Anne's household gave 

evidence against her during her trial. One held her 

position due to her nobility by title and supposedly was 

4Anne de Vere's husband, the fourteenth earl of Oxford, 
died July 14, 1526. He is not to be confused with the 
fifteenth earl, also John and also Lord Great Chamberlain, 
who served as Anne Boleyn's crown bearer at her coronation. 
George E. Cokayne, Complete Peerage of England. Scotland, 
Ireland, ed. Vicary Gibbs, H. A. Doubleday, G. H. White, and 
R. S. Lea, rev. ed., 12 vols. (London: 1910-1959), Oxford, 
pp. 244-245 (Hereafter G.E.C.); B.L., Harl. MS. 41, fol. 2. 

5see Chapter IV. 
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Anne's friend. 6 The other two women were apparently chosen 

for her due to their husbands' places at court. They were 

Anne Braye Brooke, Lady Cobham, and Marjery Horsman Lyster.7 

The last instance in which Anne was not able to choose 

her own women was upon her arrest and imprisonment in the 

Tower. All of the women attendants were chosen by Cromwell 

for the purpose of spying on Anne to note any incriminating 

conversation or actions. Included among them was her aunt, 

Elizabeth Wood Boleyn, who told Anne that "Such desire as 

you have had to such tales has brought you to this. 118 Upon 

entering the Tower, Anne expressed her unhappiness at having 

to be surrounded by enemies, "I think it much unkindness in 

the king to put such about me as I never loved ... I would 

6It is not certain why Elizabeth Somerset, countess of 
Worcester, gave evidence against Anne. Ives suggests she 
may have done it unintentionally "as another illustration of 
Cromwell's methodical pursuit of all the leads Anne 
presented to him." Ives, Anne Boleyn, p. 382. He does not 
believe the fact that the countess' father, Sir Anthony 
Browne, and her uncle, Sir William Fitzwilliam, were 
supporters of Mary Tudor to have influenced Elizabeth. This 
is debatable. 

711And tuching the conffeshion of the Quene and thothers 
they sayd lytle or nothing. But was, [what] was sayd was 
wondrous dyscretly spoken the fyrst accusr the Lady 
Worster/and Nan Cobham with one mayd more/but the Lady 
Worster was the fyrst. 11 Public Record Office, SP.3.12, fol. 
51, (Hereafter P.R.O.). 

8Ives, Anne Boleyn, p. 398. From George Wyatt, "The 
Life of Queen Anne Boleigne", in The Life of Cardinal Wolsey 
by George Cavendish, ed. s. w. Singer (1827), pp. 454-455. 



have had [those) of mine own privy chamber which I favour 

most."9 

Anne's cousin, Catherine Howard, also gifted her 

relatives with service in her household, as she appointed 

several sisters, aunts and cousins. Catherine favored her 

half-sisters Margaret Howard Arundel and Isabel Howard 

Baynton.10 She also gave positions to her aunts Margaret 

Howard, wife of Lord William Howard, and Katherine Howard 
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Daubeney, Lady Bridgwater. Three of her cousins, Elizabeth 

Bryan Carew, Joan Champernown Denny, and Mary Howard 

Fitzroy11 also became attendants. 

Catherine is also an example of one queen who gave 

patronage and favor to four of her childhood friends from 

her days at Horsham and Lambeth while in the care of her 

grandmother, the dowager duchess of Norfolk. Unfortunately, 

this partly led to Catherine's downfall. 

Joan Bulmer, a confidante who had lived with Catherine 

at Lambeth, wrote the queen soon after her marriage to 

9rves, Anne Boleyn, p. 265, ftnt. 42. From Wolsey, pp. 
454- 457. 

lOThey were both daughters of Joyce Culpeper by her 
first husband, Ralph Legh. She later married Edmund Howard 
from which union Catherine was born. 

11Mary Howard Fitzroy, duchess of Richmond, had 
previously served Anne of Cleves. She had been married to 
Henry Fitzroy, Henry VIII's illegitimate son, and received 
her position due to her marriage. 



24 

Henry. Wishing her "honor, wealth and good fortune," Joan 

reminded Catherine of the "unfeigned love that my heart hath 

always borne towards you," suggesting that "the nearer she 

was to the Queen the happier she would be. 11 12 In actuality, 

Joan was blackmailing Catherine for a position because she 

had aided Catherine in two past love affairs (one perhaps 

only a flirtation) which neither the dowager duchess nor the 

duke of Norfolk (Catherine's promoter) were aware of. As 

she had portrayed herself as a virgin to Henry, she felt it 

wise to hire not only Joan, but three other friends who had 

also known of her indiscretions--Margaret Morton, Alice 

Restwold and Katherine Tylney. Catherine perhaps could have 

kept this secret if she had not begun another affair (while 

queen) with Thomas Culpeper. She was aided in this escapade 

by another court attendant, Jane Parker Boleyn.13 At 

Catherine's fall her grandmother, two aunts, and Bulmer, 

Restwold and Tylney were sentenced to perpetual imprisonment 

and forfeiture of goods. However, they were all pardoned 

12Letters and Papers. Foreign and Domestic. of the 
Reign of Henry VIII, 2nd ed., 21 vols., arranged and 
catalogued by J. s. Brewer, rev. and enlarged by R. H. 
Brodie (London: Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 1920; 
Vaduz: Kraus Reprint Ltd., 1965), vol. xv, 875 (Hereafter 
L&P); Lacy Baldwin Smith, A Tudor Tragedy: The Life and 
Times of Catherine Howard (New York: Pantheon Books, 1961), 
p. 155. 

13see Chapter IV. At Catherine's trial, each blamed 
the other for arranging Culpeper's visits. 

-1 









103 

In Garrett Mattingly's foreword to Catherine of 

Aragon, he states that two aspects of Catherine's life story 

fascinated him: 

... the way the decisions of persons by no means 
gifted with genius but strategically placed may 
influence the course of history, and the way that 
the divided loyalties common in thoughtful persons 
during a time of rapid change may affect their 
conduct in unexpected ways, and consequently give a 
twist, sometimes to remote events.1 

This statement could also apply to the Tudor court woman. 

Although most of these women did not become queens, they 

still led active and influential lives in varying degrees 

and did make a lasting impact on history. 

1Mattingly, foreword, p. vii. 
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APPENDIX A 

ORDINANCES FOR THE HOUSEHOLD MADE AT 
ELTHAM IN THE XVIIth YEAR OF 

KING HENRY VIII AD 1526 

BOUCHE OF COURT 

A Duke or a Dutchess 

Every of them for their Bouche of Court in the 

morning, one chett lofe, one manchett, one gallon of ale; 

for afternoone, one manchett, one gallon of ale; for after 

supper, one chet lofe, one manchet, one gallon of ale, one 

pitcher of wyne; and from the last day of October unto the 

first day of April, one torch, one pricket, two sises, one 

pound of white lights, ten talshides, eight faggots •.. and 

from the last day of March unto the first day of November, 

to have the moyety of the said waxe, white lights, wood, and 

coals; which doth amount in money by the year to the summe 

of 391. 13s. 3d. 

A Marguesse, Earle, Lord Privy Seale, Bishop, Countesse, The 
Lord Chamberlaine 

Every one of them for their Bouche of Courte, in the 

morning, one chet lofe, one manchett, one gallon of ale; for 

afternoone, one manchett, one gallon of ale, one pitcher of 

wyne; and from the first day of October unto the first day 

of Aprill, one torche, one prickett, two sises, dimid pound 
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white lightes, eight talshides, six faggots ... and from the 

last of March unto the first day of November, to have the 

moyety of the said waxe, white lights, wood, and coales; 

which doth amount in money by the year to the summe of 371. 

12s. 

A Viscount, Baron or Baronesse, the Queen's Lord 
Chamberlain, Treasurer, Comptroller 

Everie of them being lodged within the courte, for 

their Bouche, in the morning, one chet lofe, one manchett, 

one gallon of ale; for afternoone one manchet, one gallon of 

ale; for after supper one chet lofe, one manchet, one gallon 

of ale, and one pitcher of wyne; and from the last day of 

October, unto the first day of Aprill, one torch, one 

prickett, two sises, dimid pound white lights, six 

talshides, four faggots ••• and from the last day of March 

unto the first day of November, to have the moyety of the 

said waxe, white lights, wood, and coales; which doth amount 

in money by the year to the summe of 351. 12s. 

Knights, and Others of the King's Councell, Knights Wives, 
Gentlemen of the Priyy-chamber, the Cofferer, Master of the 
Household, Clerkes of the Green-cloth, Clerkes Comptrollers, 
and Clerkes of the Kitchen 

Everie of them being lodged within the courte, for 

their Bouche in the morning, one chet loafe, one manchet, 

one gallon of ale; for afternoone, one manchett, one gallon 

of ale; for after supper, one manchett, one gallon of ale, 

dim' pitcher wyne; and from the last day of October, unto 
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the first day of April, three lynkes by the weeke; by the 

day one prickett, one sise, dim' pound white lightes, four 

talshides, four faggots ... and from the last day of March 

unto the first day of November, to have the moyety of the 

said waxe, white lights, wood, and coales; which doth amount 

in money by the year to the summe of 201. 13s. 

Cup-bearers. Carvers, Sewers, and Surveyors, for the King 
and the Queen, Master of the Jewels, Squires of the Body, 
the Queen's Chancellor, Secretary, Almoner, and the Queen's 
Gentlewomen 

Everie of them being lodged within the court, for 

their Bouch after supper, one chet loafe, one gallon of ale, 

dim' pitcher of wyne; and from the last day of October, unto 

the first day of Aprill, two linckes by the weeke, by the 

day one sisse, six white lights, three talshides, four 

faggots ..• and from the last day of March unto the first day 

of November, to have the moyety of the said waxe, white 

lights, wood, and coales; which doth amount in money by the 

year to the summe of 101. 16s. 9d. 

The Queen's Maidesl 

Among them for their Bouch in the morning, one chet 

lofe, one manchet, one gallon of ale; for afternoone, one 

manchett, one gallon of ale; for after supper one chet lofe, 

one manchet, two gallons of ale, dim' pitcher of wyne; and 

1The queen's maids received "two measse of meate to 
their servants." 
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from the last day of October, unto the first day of April; 

three lynckes by the weeke, by the day six sises, one pound 

of white lights, six talshides, six faggots ... and from the 

last day of March unto the first day of November, to have 

the moyety of the said waxe, white lights, wood, and coales; 

which doth amount in money by the year to the summe of 241. 

19s. lOd. 

The wardrober of the Robes and Bedds on Both Sides 

For their Bouch after supper, one chet loafe, one 

gallon of ale; and from the last of October, unto the first 

day of April, by the day one sise, eight white lights, two 

talshides, two faggots; and from the last day of March unto 

the first day of November, to have the moyety of the said 

waxe and white lights, which doth amount in money by the 

yeare to the sume of 61. 13s. 

Chamberers 

No Bouch of Court. 

CHARGE OF DYETTS 

The Charge of Dyetts for the Queene's Grace, and her 

side. 

.L. ~ ~ 

The Ladies in presence 2 messes, 
every messe rated at 1701. 
17s. Gd. 341 15 0 

The first messe to the Ladies 170 17 6 1/4 



The Ladies, Gentlewomen, and 
Chamberers, 7 messes, every 
mess rated at 1251. 14s. 
10 l/2d. 

The Robes, one Messe 

The Bedds, one messe 

The Queen's Maide Servants, three 
messes, every messe rated at 
231. 16s. 9 l/2d. 

ADDITIONS 

L._ 

880 

46 

35 

71 

~ 

4 

8 

9 

7 

~ 

1 1/2 

9 1/2 

0 1/4 

4 1/2 

ITEM, It was commanded by the Lord Great Master at 

Westminster, in the month of June 35 Hen. VIII, that the 
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Queen's maides should have dayly a chyne of beef served to 

them for their breakfast. 

ITEM, one messe of meate increased, to be served to 

the Queen's maid servants. 

SELECT GLOSSARY FOR APPENDIX A2 

chet lofe, chet loafe, chett lofe, chett loffe, cheat loaf -
wheaten bread of the second quality, made of flour 
more coarsely sifted then that used for manchet, the 
finest quality. 

chyne (chine) of beef - a joint of meat from the backbone. 

2All definitions taken from A. R. Myers, ed., The 
Household of Edward IV, The Black Book and the Ordinance of 
1478, Select Glossary, pp. 271-285; and The Oxford English 
Dictionary, being a corrected re-issue with an Introduction, 
Supplement, and Bibliography of A New English Dictionary on 
Historical Principals founded mainly on the materials 
collected by the Philological society 12 vols. (Oxford: The 
Clarendon Press, 1933). 
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dimid pound. dim' pound - one-half pound 

manchett, manchet. maunchette - a small loaf or roll of the 
finest kind of wheaten bread 

messe, mess, measse (pl.) - portion of food; prepared food. 

moyety, moite, moitie - one-half of; a small part of; a 
lesser share or portion of 

pricket, prickett, prikett - a candle or taper such as was 
stuck on a pricket candlestick 

sise, sisse, size, syze - a kind of large candle used 
especially at court and in churches 

talshides, shides, shydez - billets of firewood 



APPENDIX B 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION1 
OF MAJOR WOMEN DISCUSSED 

INEZ (n~e de Venegas) BLOUNT, Lady Mountjoy 

Spanish; accompanied Catherine of Aragon to England 

for marriage w/Arthur, Prince of Wales; married 

William Blount, Lord Mountjoy before 30 July 1509. 

Dau. Gertrude Blount (later marchioness of Exeter). 

JANE (nee Parker) BOLEYN, Lady Rochford 

Daughter of Henry Parker, Lord Morley by his wife 

Alice. Married in or before 1526 George Boleyn, Lord 

Rochford, brother of Anne Boleyn. Instrumental in 

downfall of husband and sister-in-law May 1536. 

Executed 13 Feb. 1542 for involvement in queen 

Catherine Howard's love affairs. 

CATHERINE (nee Willoughby) BRANDON, duchess of Suffolk 

Only daughter and heir of William, Lord Willoughby by 

Maria de Salinas, maid to Catherine of Aragon. Born 

22 Mar. 1519, married Charles Brandon, duke of 

Suffolk, 12 Feb. 1539. Children born: Henry and 

linformation for this appendix is derived mainly from 
the G.E.C. and The Dictionary of National Biography (London: 
Oxford University Press, 1950). 
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Charles. Married second husband Richard Bertie, early 

1553. Children born: Peregrine and Susan. Fled to 

continent during time of Mary I due to religious 

convictions. Died 19 Sept. 1580. 

GERTRUDE (nee Blount) COURTENAY, marchioness of Exeter 

Dau. of William Blount, Lord Mountjoy and second wife, 

Inez de Venegas, maid to Catherine of Aragon. Born 

sometime between 1509-1515. Married Henry Courtenay, 

marquess of Exeter. Died 1558. 

" JOAN (nee Champernown), Lady DENNY 

Dau. of Sir Philip Champernown of Devonshire. Married 

Feb. 1538 Sir Anthony Denny of the King's Privy 

Chamber. 

JANE DORMER, duchess of Feria 

Born 6 Jan. 1538 at Ethrop in Buckingham. Dau. of Sir 

William and Lady Mary Sidney. Married Don Gomez de 

Figueroa y Cordoba, duke of Feria, 29 Dec. 1558. 

Several children. Widowed at 34. Died 23 Jan. 1613. 

Lady MARGARET OOUGLAS 

Dau of Margaret, queen of Scotland and her second 

husband Archibald Douglas, earl of Angus. Born 1516. 

Married Charles Stuart, earl of Lennox in 1544. Their 

son, Henry, Lord Darnley, married Mary, Queen of 

Scots. Died 1578. 
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JOAN (nee Guildford) DUDLEY, Lady Lisle 

Dau. of Lord Henry and Lady Jane Guildford. Born c. 

1518. Married John Dudley Feb. 1538, son of Edmund 

Dudley, Henry VII's tax collector. Husband became 

duke of Northumber-land under Edward VI and later 

executed. 

MARY (nee Howard) FITZROY, duchess of Richmond 

Dau. of Thomas Howard, third duke of Norfolk and 

second wife, Elizabeth Stafford Howard. Born 1519. 

Married Henry VIII's illegitimate son by Elizabeth 

Blount. Died 1557. 

, 
ANNE (nee Parr), Lady HERBERT 

Dau. of Sir Thomas and Lady Maud Parr, an attendant to 

Catherine of Aragon. Born 1515. sister of Katherine 

Parr, sixth· wife of Henry VIII. Married Feb. 1538 

William Herbert, Esquire of the Body to Henry VIII. 

/ ELIZABETH (nee Stafford) HOWARD, duchess of Norfolk 

Dau. of Edward, third duke of Buckingham and Eleanor 

Percy, dau. of the duke of Northumberland. Born 1497. 

Married Thomas Howard, third duke of Norfolk before 8 

Jan. 1513. Five children. Died 1558. 

MARGARET (nee Plantagenet) POLE, countess of Salisbury 

Born Aug. 1473 at Farley Castle in Somerset. Dau. of 

George Plantagenet, duke of Clarence and earl of 
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Salisbury and Isabel Nevill, dau. of Richard Nevill, 

earl of Warwick. Married probably in 1491 but not 

later than 1494, Sir Richard Pole, Knight of the 

Garter. Three sons: Henry, Lord Montagu, Reginald, 

cardinal Pole, and Sir Geoffrey Pole; one daughter, 

Ursula. Executed 1541. 

, 
KATHERINE (nee Grey) SEYMOUR, countess of Hertford 

Second dau. of Henry Grey, duke of Suffolk and Frances 

Brandon, dau. of Charles, duke of Suffolk and Mary 

Tudor, younger sister of Henry VIII. Married secretly 

about Dec. 1560 Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford, 

third son of the Lord Protector under Edward VI, 

Edward Seymour. Two sons. Died 1568. 

, 
ANNE (nee Stanhope) SEYMOUR, countess of Hertford 

Dau. of Sir Edward Stanhope and Lady Elizabeth 

Stanhope, dau. of Lord Fitzwarin and sister of John, 

earl of Bath. Descended through maternal great-

grandmother from Thomas Woodstock, youngest son of 

Edward III. Married Edward Seymour, Lord Protector, 

before 9 March 1535. Died 16 April 1587. 

MARIA (n~e de Salinas), Lady WILLOUGHBY 

Spanish maid to Catherine of Aragon, brought over from 

Spain by Catherine's request. Naturalized 29 May 

1516. Married William, Lord Willoughby d'Eresby on 5 

June 1516 at Greenwich. Mother of Catherine 



Willoughby Brandon, duchess of Suffolk. Died after 

January 1547. 

ANNE (n~e Gainsford) ZOUCHE 

Born c. 1510. Married c. 1528-29 George Zouche, 

gentleman pensioner. Died after 1570-80. 
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APPENDIX C 

LIST OF COURT WOMENl 

I. CATHERINE OF ARAGON (1501-1533)2 

A. Spanish Women 

Francesca de Caceres 
Elvira Manuel 
Maria de Rojas 
Maria (nee de Salinas), Lady Willoughby 
Inez (nee de Venegas) Blount, Lady Mountjoy 

B. English Women 

Elizabeth Blount (later Lady Tailboys) 
Anne Boleyn (later queen) 
Elizabeth (nee Howard), Lady Boleyn 
Mary (nee Boleyn) Carey 
Gertrude (nee Blount) Courtenay, marchioness of Exeter 
Anne (nee Stafford) Herbert, Lady Hastings 
Elizabeth (nee Stafford) Howard, duchess of Norfolk 
Agnes (nee Tilney) Howard, dowager duchess of Norfolk 
Mary (nee Stafford) Neville, Lady Abergavenny 
Anne Parr (later Lady Herbert) 
Maud (nee Greene), Lady Parr 
Margaret (nee Plantagenet) Pole, countess of Salisbury 
Elizabeth (nee Stafford) Radcliffe, Lady Fitzwalter 
Jane Seymour (later queen) 
Dorothy (nee Howard) Stanley, countess of Derby 

1This list does not purport to be complete, but simply 
an aid. No authoritative list of Tudor court women 
currently exists. The women are listed alphabetically by 
married name. The names have been compiled from many 
sources found during the course of this research. 

2The date 1501 has been used instead of 1509 for 
Catherine, as she first married Arthur, Prince of Wales, in 
that year and had established a household and women 
attendants prior to 1509. 



" Mary (nee Dacre), Lady Talbot (later countess of 
Shewsbury) 
Elizabeth (n~e Scrope) de Vere, countess of oxford 

II. ANNE BOLEYN (1533-1536) 

Anne (nee savage), Lady Berkeley 
Jane (nee Parker) Boleyn, Lady Rochford 
Elizabeth (nee Wood), Lady Boleyn 
Anne (nee Braye) Brooke 
Margaret (nee Bourchier) Bryan 

" Mary (nee Boleyn) Carey , . 
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Margaret (nee Dymoke) Coffin 
Gertrude (nee Blount) Courtenay, marchioness of Exeter 
Elizabeth Holland 
Katherine (nee Broughton), Lady Howard 
Elizabeth (nee Stafford) Howard, duchess of Norfolk 
Agnes (nee Tilney) Howard, dowager duchess of Norfolk 
Mary (nee Scrope), Lady Kingston 
Marjery (nee Horsman) Lyster , 
Eleanor (nee Paston) Manners, countess of Rutland 
Anne Parr (later Lady Herbert) 
Jane Seymour (later queen) 
Margare~ Shelton 
Anne (nee Boleyn), Lady Shelton 
Elizabeth (nee Browne) Somerset, countess of Worcester 
Dorothy (nee Howard) Stanley, countess of Derby 

" Anne (nee Howard) de Vere, countess of Oxford 
Bridget (nee Wilshire), Lady Wingfield 
Anne (nae Gainsford) Zouche 

III. JANE SEYMOUR (1536-1537) 

Anne Basset 
" Jane (nee Parker) Boleyn, Lady Rochford 

Gertrude (nee Blount) Courtenay, marchioness of Exeter 
Eleanor (nee Paston} Manners, countess of Rutland 
Anne Parr (later Lady Herbert) 
Mary (n~e Arundel!) Radcliffe, countess of Sussex 

IV. ANNE OF CLEVES (1540) 

A. German Women 

Katherine 
Gertrude 



B. English Women 

Anne Basset 
Katherine Basset 
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Jane (nee Parker) Boleyn, Lady Rochford 
Catherine (nee Willoughby) Brandon, duchess of Suffolk 
Dorothy Bray , 
Alys (nee Gage), Lady Browne 
Katherine Carey 
Joan (nee Champernown), Lady Denny 
Lady Margaret Douglas (later countess of Lennox) 
Catherine (nee st. John), Lady Edgecumbe 
Mary (nee Howard) Fitzroy, duchess of Richmond 
Anne (nee Parr), Lady Herbert 
Catherine Howard (later queen) 
Eleanor (nee Paston) Manners, countess of Rutland 
Mary Norris 
Mary (nee Arundell) Radcliffe, countess of Sussex 
Anne (nee Stanhope) Seymour, countess of Hertford 

(later duchess of Somerset) 

V. CATHERINE HOWARD (1540-1542) 
, 

Margaret (nee Howard), Lady Arundell 
Anne Basset , 
Isabel (nee Howard), Lady Baynton , 
Jane (nee Parker) Boleyn, Lady Rochford 
Catherine (nee Willoughby) Brandon, duchess of Suffolk 
Joan Bulmer 
Elizabeth (nee Bryan), Lady Carew 
Katherine (nee Howard) Daubeney, Lady Bridgwater , 
Joan (nee Champernown), Lady Denny 
Lady Margaret Douglas 
Mary (n~e Howard) Fitzroy, duchess of Richmond 
Anne (nee Parr), Lady Herbert 
Margaret (n~e Gamage), Lady Howard 
Margaret Morton 
Mary (nee Arundell) Radcliffe, countess of Sussex 
Alice Restwold , 
Anne (nee Stanhope) Seymour, countess of Hertford 

(later duchess of Somerset) 

VI. KATHERINE PARR (1543-1547) 

Catherine 
Lady Anne , 
Joan (nee , 
Joan (nee 

, . 
(nee Willoughby) Brandon, duchess of Suffolk 
Carew 
Champernown), Lady Denny 
Guildford) Dudley, Lady Lisle 



Lady Fitzwilliam , 
Anne (nee Parr), Lady Herbert 
Matilda, Lady Lane 
Anne (nee Calthorp) Radcliffe, countess of Sussex 

I Anne (nee Stanhope) Seymour, countess of Hertford 
(later duchess of Somerset 

Elizabeth, Lady Tyrwhit 

VII. MARY I (1553-1558) 

Cecily Barnes 
Margaret Baynton 
Mary Brown 
Susan Clarencieux 
Elizabeth (nee Blount) Courtenay, marchioness of 

Exeter 
Magdalen Dacre 
Jane Dormer (later duchess of Feria) 
Lady Margaret Douglas 
Mary Finch 
Lady Katherine Grey 
Jane Russell 
Frideswide Strelly 

VIII. ELIZABETH I (1558-1603) 

Katherine Asteley (Ashley) 
Dorothy Bradbelte 

I 
Frances (nee Newton) Brooke, Lady Cobham 
Elizabeth (nee Norwich), Lady Carew 
Elizabeth, Lady Clinton 
Dorothy, Lady Edmunds 
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Margaret Howard, duchess of Norfolk 
Margaret, Lady Howard of Effingham 
Catherine (nee Carey), Lady Howard (later countess of 

Nottingham 
I Anne (nee Carey), Lady Hunsdon 

Catherine, Lady Knollys 
Lettice Knollys 
Elizabeth Knollys (later Lady Leighton) 
Anne, Lady Parry 
Blanche Parry 

I 
Mary (nee Shelton), Lady Scudamore 
Katherine (nee Grey) Seymour, duchess of Hertford 

(marriage made invalid by Elizabeth I) 
Mary (nee Dudley), Lady Sidney 
Lady Elizabeth St. Loe 
Dorothy, Lady Stafford 



Lady Elizabeth Stafford 
Dorothy, Lady Stratton 
Ann Russell, countess of Warwick 
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