
 

Notes for meeting on 1/26  
 

Today we did lots of brainstorming as a team for ideas on plans. We started by making 
a web of problems we know cities face. We put all kinds of stuff, even if it wasn’t related 
to technology. From here, we created a web of different tech ideas we liked that could 
be involved in creating a better city. Everything from mobile technology like 
smartphones, to renewable resources to make cities greener.  
 

The next step we took was actually putting down ideas for making cities happier 
healthier and safer. Like the previous steps, there were no bad ideas, just ones we 
really liked. There was a wide range of ideas, from education improvements, to healthy 
lifestyle improvements, to transportation improvements.  
 

The last thing we did during this meeting was narrow down our ideas to a few we liked 
and wanted to research more about. The idea we felt the strongest about was a mobile 
tech center, like an ATM that gave useful information to those who needed it.  
 
Note: Pictures of discussion boards at the end of the document. 
 

--Ben Makuch  
 

Himanshu’s Journal Entry.2/2/15 

Today we focused on our all purpose atm kind of thing. We discussed what all things 
should it include and where all it should be. We thought that we should place it at every 
2 blocks in downtown. It should be used for medical tips, it should have yellow pages 
and also a telephone. It should have screen displaying breaking news and it could also 
be used for using certain important apps.We also decided that it should be a source of 
job opportunities and shelter homes for homeless people and it should have access to 
important hotlines. 
After that we discussed on things that we need to do to achieve this, which included 
talking to people in trimet and someone in shelter home. We also planned to research 
on hotlines, Red Cross and someone in the police department.We discussed on 
questions that would help us to interview these people and finally we included that it 
should also include something that would help tourists. 
 
 

Connor's Journal entry  
The discussion today mainly focused on the proposal and what the requirements are for 
it. We also sent every one's progress on their work so far, primarily just to get a sense of 
how the group is, to be blunt, progressing. The most developed thing thus far is the 



rough design on our information centre, seen here: 

 
It's still in its rough stages currently but we'll see how it goes. 2/9/15. 



 

Rough proposal page: 

 

Providing        The problem at hand is a lack of access to information, which we hope to 
remedy with the kiosk. Some of the main focuses are on health, transportation, tourism and, 
and assisting people with a lack of information.  
 
 
Fieldwork 
Going In to the fieldwork, one of our major assumptions was that we wouldn't really need to 
update the information that we put in the kiosk. As we went through and learned from our 
interviews, we quickly realized that wasn't the case. Maps frequently get updated, bus routes 
are going to have varying times that can change, and homeless shelters can fill up. If we 
neglected in formation updates, It'd cause numerous problems 
 
 
Impact 
Those without access to information will be most heavily affected. Everyone from the 
homeless to a tourist who's lost their phone or it ran out of power. By providing these people 
with an information center, it increases their safety and happiness. Providing people with this 
access will open up opportunities; finding the homeless a place to stay, assisting in getting 
people jobs and increasing the number of jobs through the maintenance and increasing 
general safety through the use of the system.  
 
Final event prep 
 



 

problem: lack of information, low income people who may not have access to 
internet/public resources.   
 

solution: we are making an information kiosk. It includes bus routes, shelters, useful 
information for someone navigating a city, hotlines, job opportunities, directions to 
places,  
 

target group: tourists, homeless people, people with no access to internet, and lost 
people.  
 
 

Fieldwork-  
Assumptions- all kiosks would be connected to the internet.  
 

Things learned- There should be preparedness tips in the kiosk. There should also be 
job interview tips.  
 

Sasha's entry: 
 

Today the main focus had been outlining the proposal and getting down a few 
paragraphs. Field work was discussed.  
Implementation issues and things to avoid.  
 
 



 

 



 



 
Journal for 23rd of February: 
 

We discussed our proposal and decided where to narrow in the scope of the project. 
We distributed the research jobs for the kiosk. We discussed physical features and 
programs inside of the kiosk itself. 
 

Entry #7:  
 



Discussed logistics about physical design and providing resources for the kiosk. 
Working on name and figuring out more community aspects. Thinking about a calendar 
with local events. 
 

Entry #8: 
 

Figured out kiosk name. Considering advertisement as a way to fund for maintenance of 
kiosks. Deciding how much it will be connected to the internet, and for what it would be 
used, whether it be for just busses and directions and more could encompass that. 
Deciding if calendar events would have to be payed for by the organizations that want it 
on there or have a system where anyone could request to put something up and 
someone goes through the offered events to decide what can pass. 
 

Entry #9: 
 

Outlined poster format and what would go where. Assigned more research and 
questions to answer for spring break. Sketched out what the kiosk and interface would 
look like. 
 

Entry #10: 
 

Worked on typing up poster information, and the digital drawings of the kiosk. Cleaned 
up the formatting of the poster, it is almost finished. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pictures from first 3 meetings: 



 



 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 



 



 
 
 


