The Myth of Liberal Oregon

A History of Discriminatory Legislation
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1850 Donation Land Act is passed. The DLA entitled white males
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1942 The WWII housing project Vanport is built. The Housing Authority of
Portland (HAP) managed Vanport and made the decision to make private
living quarters segregated, with blacks living in one area and whites living

in another. City Council member JE Bennett discouraged the attraction of
black workers into the city, particularly before the creation of Vanport (or

the outskirts of town)

1873 Portland City Council had passed the Cubic Air Ordinance, which
barred any residences from housing more than one person per 550 cubic
feet and required fine or arrest of all people living in such conditions. This
was mainly enforced in the shanties near Guild's Lake in Northwest
Portland, and in Chinatown, where there was the highest population of

Chinese residents 1942 The Oregon Plan followed the internment of Japanese-Americans by

Executive Order 9066, and forced those interned to do manual

labor during their captivity to supplement the labor force lost due to the
draft

1883 Thirty Ku Klux Klan members raid a half dozen Chinese farming
settlements on the banks of Guild's Lake, burning houses and tearing up
gardens and farming equipment. The attack sparked outrage and multiple
Oregonian articles condemned the Klan's attack, but whether or not the
farmers received any assistance after their farms were destroyed is
unclear
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