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Why dogs have no names (ed tc m/m w/tones)
u~tE!n tu~mE~ cE!, by Kaba Camara (ka)

Note: There are some unusual pronoun agreement patterns, singular and plural seem to be 
interchangeable in places (jd agrees)

tE!n tu~mE~ cE!
story dog def
The story of a dog.

a~ t´!pi!Œ
a~ c !́p-i~
1sg.sm start-i
Am I to start?

awa, abEn acE, pE helE mi palE a huN yom tEn 
a!wa~ a~-bE~n a~-cE! pE~ ye!l-yE! mi~~
okay ncm-old ncm-def pro call-stat 1sg
All right, elders, they called me for gossip

pa!lE~ a~ hu!N yo!m tE!n
say 1sg come agree story
It is said I come agreed (to tell) a story.

kOnOy, kOnOy ´tEn cE kO hi yom ki.
kO~nO~-i~ kO~nO~-i~ u~-tE!n cE~ kO~ hi~ yo!m ki~
but but ncm-story def pro 1pl tell now
but- but it is a story that we are telling.

lO fO NO yomO. nya ki kaba. 
lO~ fO! NO~ yo!m-O~ n~-ya~ ki~ ka~ba~
if must pro tell-ev emph-1sg here Kaba
If it must be told, here is Kaba.

nlO pE kom mi ka.
n~-lO~ pE~ ko!m mi~ ka~
emph-pro pro bear me here
This is where someone gave birth to me here.

a gbendi sOtO tinEn itOy ≠Ol nuN waN ka ki. 
a~ gbe!n-di~ sO~tO~ ti~-nE!n i~-tO!N-i~-nyO~l-nu!N-wa~N ka~ki~
1sg.sm finish-cmp get ncm-year ncm-twenty-ncm-four-and-ten here now
I am fifty (actually says ‘ninety’!) years old.

awa, kol nlOyE.
a!wa~ ko!l n~-lO~ yE~
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okay there emph-pro prt
All right, there it is.

awa, a ka gbEntdi tumE cE yo, 
a!wa~ a~ ka! gbE~nt-di~ tu~mE~ cE! yo!
okay 1sg.sm past catch-cmp dog def prt.emph
Ok, I caught the dog.

tumE cE nwO kom, ntoe layŒ
tu~mE~ cE! n~-wO~ ko!m n~ tO~E! la~- i~
dog def emph-3sg bear 2sg hear it q
The dog gave birth, do you hear?

´ komdi apOm agber. 
u~ ko!m-di~ a~-pO~mO~ a~-gbe!r
3sg bear-cmp ncm-child ncm-a lot/many
It bore many puppies.

nlOa wuN ce kol haN, 
n~-lO! Na~ hu~n ce~ ko!l ha!a!n
emph-pro 3pl come cop there until
It’s there they are until

palE ali sEmiyE leli, 
pa~lE! a~li! sE!m-i~-yE! le!li~
say for stand-cs-stat name
they say (the time) for giving names

fO ≠a tun sikuluN
fO! ≠a~ tu!n si~-ku~lu~n
must 3pl search ncm-goat
they must look for goats (for the sacrifice).

´fo ncE kOnO kO huN foni kO tun sikuluN, 
u~-fo! n~-cE! kO~nO~ kO~ hu!n fo!-n
ncm-go.out ncm.def dem go come go.out-mid
That search, it comes to go out
tc: weird agreement for ‘search’

i~ kO~ tu!n si~-ku~lu~n
sm go search ncm-goat
to go looking for goats,

´ tun, ´ tun, ´ tun, ´ ken, ´ sOtEn.
u~ tu!n u~ tu!n u~ tu!n u~ ke~-E!n u~ sO~t-E!n
3sg search 3sg search 3sg search 3sg see-neg 3sg get-neg
he looked, he looked, he looked, he didn't see any and he didn't get any.
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n~NO kO wON hun yOy,
n~-NO! kO! wO!-n hu~n yO~-i~
emph-pro go 3sg-emph come rel-i
When he came,

tumE cE ≠a gbendi wON pal.
tu~mE~ cE! Na~ gbe!n-di~ wO~-n pa!l
dog def 3pl finish-cmp 3sg-emph grow
the dog(s) had finished growing (they had become mature).

´ ≠alE "nbay," ´ ≠alE "nbay, nbay, apOm acE ≠a ki. 
u ≠a~lE! mba~ u~ ≠a~lE! mba~ mba~ a~-pO~m a~-cE! Na~ ki~
3sg say ok 3sg say ok ok ncm-child ncm-def 3pl here
They say "Ok," they say "Ok, ok, the puppies are here.

nOnO koe ´ ha wO."
nO~-o!-nO~ kwE~ u~ Na~ wO~
person-dist-person take 3sg? 3pl prt
Every one takes their name. ?

awa, nNO gbo wON koe ha wO yOy, 
a!wa~ n~-NO~ gbo! wO~-n kwE~ Na~ wO~ yO~
okay emph-pro just 3sg-emph take 3pl 3sg rel
Okay, they have taken their names

bOlO pE halE "mOn, n kO wON bEy lel."
bO~lO~ pE~ nya~lE! mO~-n n~ kO~ wO~-N bE! i~-le!l
and pro say 2sg-emph 2sg go 3sg-emph put ncm-name
and they say "You, go give it a name."  

awa, tumE sicEy ndo sOtO lel kol. 
a!wa~ tu~mE~ si~-cE! n~-lO~ sO~tO~ le!l ko!l
okay dog ncm-def emph-pro get name there
Okay, the dogs got their names there.

ndabilay tumE cE biyEn lel
n~-la~ bi~la~ tu~mE~ cE! bi~-yE!-E!n le!l
emph-pro why dog def have-stat-neg name
This is why dogs don't have names

fO n koyE wO mO wO bo koe, 
fO! n~ kwE! wO~ mO! wO~ bo! kwE~
must 2sg take 3sg 2sg 3sg pick can take
Unless you take the one you are able to take,

mO! wO~ bo yOki, 
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mO! wO~ bo! yO~k
2sg 3sg can bring
you can give it (a name).

bOlO ´ kO sOtO lel. n~dOyE, ´tEn bul kOyE.
bO~lO~ u~ kO! sO~tO~ le!l n~-lO~-E~ u~-tE!n bu~l kO~ yE~
and 3sg go get name emph-loc-prt ncm-story one pro rel
and he gets a name. That’s it, that’s one (the first) story.
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