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Why dogs have no names (ed tc m/m w/tones)
utén time cé, by Kaba Camara (ka)

Note: There are some unusual pronoun agreement patterns, singular and plural seem to be
interchangeable in places (jd agrees)

tén tume  cé

story dog def

The story of a dog.

a tdpi?

a cdp-i

1sg.sm start-i

Am | to start?

awa, aben ace, pe hele mi pale a hur) yom ten
dawa  a-bén a-c¢  pe  yél-yé mi
okay  ncm-old ncm-def pro call-stat  1sg
All right, elders, they called me for gossip

pale a htn yom tén
say 1sg come agree story
It is said | come agreed (to tell) a story.

konoy, konoy oten ce ko hi yom ki.

kdnd-i kdnd-i u-tén ce kd hi yom ki
but but ncm-story def pro 1pl tell now
but- but it is a story that we are telling.

I> f5 o yomo. nya ki kaba.

1515 nd yoém-3 n-ya Ki  kaba
if must pro tell-ev emph-1sg here Kaba
If it must be told, here is Kaba.

nlo pe kom mi ka.

n-15 pe¢  kém mi ka
emph-pro pro bear me here
This is where someone gave birth to me here.

a gbendi soto tinen itoy pol nun war ka ki.

a gbén-di sOtd  ti-nén 1-t3n-i-nydl-nan-war kaki
1sg.sm finish-cmp  get ncm-year ncm-twenty-ncm-four-and-ten here now
| am fifty (actually says ‘ninety’!) years old.

awa, kol nloye.
awa kol n-15 ye



okay there  emph-pro prt
All right, there it is.

awa, a ka gbentdi tume ce yo,

awa a kd gbent-di tume cé yo

okay  1sg.sm past catch-cmp dog def prt.emph
Ok, I caught the dog.

tume ce nwo kom, ntoe lay?

time¢  ¢cé  n-wd kém  n 3¢ la-
dog def emph-3sg bear 2sg hear it
The dog gave birth, do you hear?

1
q

9 komdi apom agber.

u kém-di a-pdmd a-gbér

3sg bear-cmp ncm-child ncm-a lot/many
It bore many puppies.

nloa wun ce kol harn,
n-13 na  hun ce kol haan
emph-pro 3pl come cop there until
It’s there they are until

pale ali semiye lelj,

palé ali sém-i-yé 1€0i
say for stand-cs-stat name
they say (the time) for giving names

fo pa tun sikuluny

5 na tin si-kultin

must  3pl search ncm-goat

they must look for goats (for the sacrifice).

ofo nce kono ko huy foni ko tun sikulun,

u-fé n-cé kdnd kd  hin f6-n
ncm-go.out  ncm.def  dem go come go.out-mid
That search, it comes to go out

tc: weird agreement for “‘search’

i kd tin si-kulun
sm go search ncm-goat
to go looking for goats,

2 tun, 9 tun, 9 tun, @ ken, o soten.

u tin u tin u tin u ke-én 1 sdt-én
3sg search 3sg search 3sg search 3sg see-neg 3sg get-neg
he looked, he looked, he looked, he didn't see any and he didn't get any.



nno ko won hun yoy,

n-nd kd wd-n hun yd-i
emph-pro go  3sg-emph come  rel-i
When he came,

tume ce pa gbendi wor pal.

time¢ cé€ mna gbén-di  wd-n pal

dog def 3pl finish-cmp 3sg-emph grow

the dog(s) had finished growing (they had become mature).

9 nale 'nbay, o pale 'nbay, nbay, apom ace pa ki.

u npalé mba U palé mba mba a-pdm a-cé na ki
3sg say ok 3sg say ok ok ncm-child ncm-def  3pl here
They say "Ok," they say "Ok, ok, the puppies are here.

nond koe o ha wo.!'

nd-6-nd kwe u ga  wd
person-dist-person take 3sg? 3pl prt
Every one takes their name. ?

awa, no gbo worn koe ha wo yoy,
awa n-nd gb6é wd-n kwe na wd yd
okay  emph-pro just 3sg-emph take 3pl 3sg rel
Okay, they have taken their names

bolo pe hale 'mon, n ko wor bey lel.

bal15 pe nyalé md-n n kd wd bé  i-1él

and pro say 2sg-emph 2sg go 3sg-emph put ncm-name
and they say "You, go give it a name."

awa, tume sicey ndo soto lel kol.

awa tumé  si-cé n-15 sotd  1€1 kol
okay dog ncm-def  emph-pro get name there
Okay, the dogs got their names there.

ndabilay tume ce biyen lel

n-la bila tume cé bi-yé-én 1€1
emph-pro why dog def have-stat-neg name
This is why dogs don't have names

fo n koye wo mo wo bo koe,

5 n kwé wd md wd béd kwe
must  2sg take 3s9 2sg 3sg pick can take
Unless you take the one you are able to take,

md wd bo yoki,



md  wd b6  ydk
2sg 3sg can bring
you can give it (a name).

bolo o ko soto lel. ndoye, oten bul koye.

bd3I> . k3 sdtd 1€1 n-15-& U-tén bul k5 ye
and 3sg go get name emph-loc-prt ncm-story one pro rel
and he gets a name. That’s it, that’s one (the first) story.



