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Admiring Agnes Varda forever through the
beauty of street art
BfRg

By Claudia Meza (0PB)
Aug. 19,2021 6 a.m.

Two Portland artists use street art to celebrate the work of an iconic French
filmmaker.
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“If we opened people up, we’d find landscapes.”’- Agnes Vardas
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Jennifer “JJ” Jones welcomed me into the sprawling backyard that she shares with a
neighbor, “We moved in here in ‘98, and then our good friends bought the house next
door to us. So we tore out the fence right away. There hasn’t been a fence here since
1999,” Jones says through a grin.

She offers me herbal iced tea while shooing away the clucking chickens gathering near
my microphone. As a multimedia artist, Jones i1s used to dividing her attention. She was
in the middle of explaining what inspired her latest project, “Agnes Varda Forever,”
before trailing off and running after the birds. “You guys, get out,” she shouts. “Go
somewhere else! Go take a dirt bath!” Jones returns huffing. “That’s one of my many
pastimes, chasing chickens.”

Another one of her pastimes is sharing her admiration for the iconic late French
filmmaker, Agnes Varda.

“What I love about Agnes is that she didn’t follow any rules,” Jones says. “She didn’t go
to film school. She watched some movies and thought: ‘I can do it better than that.’
Agnes is the only woman director from the French New Wave. She mixes fiction and
documentary. So her films are unlike other people’s films.”

Varda is known for capturing the quiet beauty of ordinary life.

She was only 25 years old when she helped kickstart a mid-century movement that
broke all the rules of conventional filmmaking and cleared the way for our modern-day
cinema. The French New Wave haphazardly strapped cameras to cars, preferred
character studies to plots, favored non-actors for the leads and embraced mistakes
through the final edit.

Agneés Varda: The Life, The Art, The Legend
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Never officially part of the boys club, Varda’s first film, “La Pointe Courte,” came fully
formed in the same ethos and style that the mold-breaking group adopted, nearly five
years before any of their most famous (Truffaut, Godard) debuted a film.

Film scholars widely credit Varda as “the mother of the French New Wave.” At only 30
years old, Varda already had film publications crowning her the “grandmother of the
French New Wave.” Varda has firmly pointed out she is only four years older than its
youngest member. Mother, it became.

During the pandemic lockdown, Jennifer JJ Jones watched a different movie every day
with her son, “We watched some Agnes movies and just talked all day about how great
she was.”

A filmmaker’s filmmaker, directors like Martin Scorcese consider Varda “one of the gods

of cinema” but she never found commercial success. “I didn’t have a career,” she’s been
known to say, “I made films. It’s very different.”

“And we said, ‘We should just plaster her name all over town and make everybody know
who she is!” My son said, ‘We should say Agnes f—g Varda. We should paint it on a
wall.” And I said, ‘You know, maybe we could make it a little more friendly.””

Switching out one F-word for another, Jones walked down the block and painted the
words “Agnes Varda Forever” on a telephone pole.
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The original pole Jennifer "JJ" Jones painted the now eponymous name of the street art project and film festival, Agnes

Varda Forever.
Laura Glazer

A few days later Laura Glazer, a friend of Jones, drove by and spotted the message.
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“I turned the car around and photographed it,” Glazer says. “Later in the evening, I
emailed JJ, ‘Hey, someone loves Agnes Varda as much as you and I do!” And then she
wrote back, ‘Oh my gosh, I painted that!” And my head just exploded at the serendipity.”

“Chance has always been my best assistant.” - Agnes Varda

Glazer is a graduate student studying Art and Social Practice at Portland State
University. This past spring for a class assignment, she was given $100 by her professor
and told to commission someone to do something.

“So I commissioned JJ to continue the project,” Glazer says.

500 copies later, brightly colored posters with the message “Agnes Varda Forever”
popped up all over Portland. At the bottom were pull tabs with titles from their favorite
Varda films.

%

“We all see things on posters and think, ‘Oh, that’s great. I’'m going to do that.”” Jones

says. “And then by the time you get home, you’ve forgotten all about it.”
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A pull-tab from an Agnes Varda Forever poster that includes the name and a short description of the film.

Laura Glazer

These public love notes for Varda quickly became an Instagram hashtag. Meanwhile,

Laura kept a close eye on her class assignment.

“As the project was growing we were tracking the number of Google searches for the
term ‘Agnes Varda,” and we could see that increasing in this region for that period of
time,” Glazer says.

Glazer also made Jones’ poster a downloadable PDF on agnesvardaforever.com.
Replicas soon began popping up in Los Angeles, Chicago, NYC, Washington DC —
even Laredo, Texas. Word of the posters eventually reached France where Agnes’

daughter, Rosalie, received the news enthusiastically.

“Rosalie comments on our Instagram stories and posts. And recently we had a few
messages back and forth with her in which she gave us her mailing address, so we can
mail some posters to her,” Glazer says.

@ Morning Edition
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An Agnes Varda Forever poster attached to a utility pole in downtown Portland, Oregon. Agnes Varda Forever is an ongoing
street art project by Jennifer "JJ" Jones and Laura Glazer that celebrates the cinematic works of the late French filmmaker.

Laura Glazer

“In my films, I always wanted to make people see deeply. I don’t want to show
things, but to give people the desire to see” - Agnes Varda

But Varda’s kin isn’t the only enthusiastic poster supporters.

“One day we got an email from one of the programmers at the Clinton Street [Theatre],
who said, ‘Inspired by your project, we’d like to do a film festival and we’d like to

'3)

collaborate with you on it. We are over the moon, so excited!” Jones says.

Each time she puts up a poster, Jones sees it as a tiny performance. A chance interaction
between her environment and anybody watching.

“At first, I tried to be really sneaky because a lot of people consider it garbage or graffiti
and they don’t want it,” Jones says. ““Then as I did it, I got bolder and I just walked right
up in front of the line at “Salt & Straw” and put that poster right up there. I don’t want
to be so bold as to say it’s something that Agnes would do, but it is certainly in the vein
of what she’s all about. Finding delight in everyday mundanity on the street, on a phone
pole, being surprised, advocating for art everywhere. I think it’s all something that she
would appreciate.”
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Jennifer "JJ" Jones stands in the background of diorama she made in celebration of the Agnes Varda Forever film festival

being held at the Clinton Street Theater in Portland, Ore.
Claudia Meza / OPB

The “Agnes Varda Forever” festival runs from Aug 19th - 31st at the Clinton
Street Theater.
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OPB's First Look newsletter

Sign up to get important news and culture from around the Northwest, delivered to your inbox six days a
week.

EMAIL

Sign Up

Related Stories

Morning Edition


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvXU2p9VljAKEFKGXszMgm_UUQhJhqB-wHuuCdq7jJUeOZlXHPy8naXMi1O2F8zr8lbk1I0OI_gVnmFQ3oJPlGSn2vH6l5kq_mqgmSSC0kMufl4MPdJHjhGI-yAk7QkgsHp4LiVOoLOMBJrQwPh3GgpHEYNvnuhmVuRg4JtxWJagCOfCnFoLbk-EOJdGQcfi4Vho8W_0ApkPoTXNb4afUICNcIhJ1NYFlfnmzPV6M5c6IQ1RFwyEIQgHOpI2gBm9Zlnc7Diu-bNDVfeM1bDCZbkfJa2vI9lwoG1-BUKQmc&sai=AMfl-YSuBjxdtxt6CdT_s4zBlO7B5D2YTUpNui2tWqpo2E2HD5j4faK8oyqrcbXypM8tdQ1tGEDiClaD1A-TFkHmYvPg9xj-lnoqHdhLQ220YFE6b34bSI8SiBZ5xDSdRSkifew_&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIPcYz7Ht-fs&fbs_aeid=[gw_fbsaeid]&adurl=https://www.streetofdreamspdx.com/p/newsandinfo/a-dream-for-many&nm=2

Never Look Away — A three-story-tall mural celebrating
LGBTQ icons

A new mural makes history as the first public art project in the state dedicated to LGBTQ+
community achievements and progress.

July 24, 2021
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Portland’s first gay rights march

With all the fun and celebration surrounding Gay Pride events, it might be less common for most
people to think about the decades of struggle. One of Oregon's leading civil rights speaks with us about
the wins and losses she sees throughout her years of fighting for LGBTQ+ rights.

June 12,2021
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Esperanza Spalding’s newest project: a sanctuary for artists of
color

Grammy-winning musician and composer Esperanza Spalding is gathering funds to build an artist
sanctuary in Portland, Oregon.
June 2, 2021
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