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National Socialists. Clearly, this final apotheosis was to be entirely 

reserved fer the 20th century's own leaders -- for Hitler and his cohort.s. 

Chamberlain's legacy was, of course, useful to the Nazis largely 

without alteration. For instance, the 1928 publication of his 

scientific speculations by his friend Uexkllll provided an opportunity to 

UJ;:date Chamberla:ln's criticisms. Uexldlll noted the current political 

"confusion" mandated that Germans gain a clear understanding of 

Chamberlain's "pathfinding ideas" in biology as well as in culture and 

history.80 Mere biology, with its counterpart of mere contemporary 

Weimar republicanism, was simply inadequate: what had Gestalt was l:ife; 

life was Gestalt. 81 Thus, Chamberlain's views were presented to the 

laity, which accordingly might then expect to comprehend the deeper 

meanings of trlle, German science. 82 As a mixture of Goethean specula-

tions about nature, of Indian and Kantian ideas, it \,ias hoped Cb8!Jlber-

Iron's notions would enrich the "geistigen Eesitz" of mankind, deal a 

death-blow to empiricist Evolutionism, and salvage true German meta­

physics and art. 83 The result of his scientific reformulations was this 

vie\-T of life as Gestalt within which racism, Wagnerism, and DeutschtlIDl 

provided the linking mediators. The whole was termed Weltallschauung. 84 

80Chamberlain, Natur und Leben, p. 80. 

81Ibid ., intI'oduction, p. 9. 

82Ibid., introduction, p. 16. 

83Ibj.d., section of the book reprinted from a Chamberlain letter to 
Baroness Ehrenfels, OctOber 22-23, 1896, p. 103. 

84Ibid., section of the book reprinted from C/. Chumber18in manu­
script of 1896 on the Lebenslehre, pp. 118-119. As mentioned in chapter 
VI, this was one of the basis for the "German science" movement sponsored 
by the Nazis. 
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less useful for the essentially non-religlo'.ls Nazi movement were 

Chamberlain's theological writings. The German Christian movement under 

the Third Reich had increasingly to reljnquish Chamberlain's personalized 

God for a collective, racial God. Also, such writers as Rosenberg had to 

revise Chamberlain's ideas of race "to :rake them more uncompromising." 

This hardening of Chamberlain's racist thought pressed on his original 

aesthetic formulations under National Socialism. 85 Perhaps with 

Chamberlain's last theological work, the Mensch ur_d Gott (1921) ther'e 

was visibJ.e a reerrphasis on sirrply Christianity. This was the culmination 

of IT\Ysticism in Chamberlain, who paradoxically always had insisted he was 

not a IT\Ystic. In the book he praised an Aryan religion beyond specifi c 

individuals, beyond doctrines, oriented sirrply toward a future purity of 

Aryan vleltanschauung. He insisted on the divine irrportance of every hair 

on the human head. 86 His formulations on theology thus seemed to have 

increasingly become divorced from the unpleasant republican realities of 

the 1920's.87 This' interpretation, at least, was expressed by a religious 

writer in the Nazi era who praised Chamberlain only as a theological 

writer. It was stated many of the day's Nazi "Religionsphilosophen" 

85"Houston Stewart Chamberlai.n: Prophet of Bayreuth," pp. 352-353. 

86This was mentioned in a revisionist book on Germany which oddly 
neglects the totality of Chamberlain's works and influence, but does 
state this theological concern. George Bailey, Germans: Biography of an 
Obsession (New York: Avon Books, 1972) p. 219. 

87 Thi~ has been interpreted in nt.ll'Terous ways. For instance, Mosse 
stated the neo-Kantians separated the "Ding an Sich" from a groundjng in 
phenorrenc~, resulting in a spiritualization of will. This seerr.~ a valid 
statement particularly about C'hamberlain' s later theological speculatiorlE. 
Mosse, The Crisis of German Ideology, p. 94. 
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could learn from Chamberlain's views on the primacy of faith. 88 

8~~iS was the interpretation of at least one writer in the Nazi 
era who praised Chamberlain only as a theological writer. Further, it 
was inferred this limited aspect of Chamberlain's thought should be the 
main model in the Third Reich. Gertrud Frischmuth, Houston Stewart 
Chamberlain als Christ (GUtersloh: C. Bertelsrnann, 1937), p. 25. 



CHAPTER X 

APOCAIYPSE AND PHOENIX 

While Chamberlain and the Bayreuth Idea thus were taken as simpli-

fied dogma. in the 'Ihird Reich, both Wagner's and Chamberlain's criticisms 

of their times had been complex, not sirrple. The evolution of their 

ideas had mirrored the day's aesthetic criticism and partaken of the 

day's prejudices. Their attacks on bourgeois values were hardly ori-

gjnal, and were often less volatile than the views of men such as 

Gobineau, Renan, Taine, Lagarde and Langpehn. Their actual output 

usually remained primarily aesthetic, dem:mstrating an ambiguous cos-

mopolitanism and yet provincialism, individualism and yet racism, 

spiri tualism and statism. 'Iheir atterrpts to unite man's disparate 

views were thus kindred to the phenomenon of alienated intellectuals. 

From the diligent work of Wahnfried, Wagner CaIre to be known af_; 

the prophet, and Charrberlain the John the Baptist of the Hitler movc-

rrent. To many of his contemporaries, Hitler was the Messiah sought 

by these earlier rren. Indeed, throughout the twelve year Reich thts 

was the fate of these two men's reputations in Germany. Wi th the 

lE:tters of Chamberlain to Hitler, the rUhrer was seen anointed as U1E-

"Savior" of Germanism. 

Outside Germany during the 1930's there was a partial rehabiU­

tation of Charrberlain's reputation. l Insofar as Germany's bur'Clen for 

lConparisons of Charrberlain with Carlyle were corrnnon in the 
Nazi era. rrhis conparison was made in England. The Bri tish 
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the World War was concerned, and as regprds Chanberlain's anti-Semitism, 

Ehgland, at least, appeared sorrewhat n)rgiving. 2 International friends 

of Wahnfried such as Lord Redesdale again made the "pilgrimage" to 

Bayreuth, and associated with Hitler and the leadership of the new 

government. 3 

The last year of peace in Europe, 1939, saw the death of the 

last of the Bayreuth Old-Guard, Hans von Wolzogen. A further indic:ation 

professor H. J. C. Grierson delivered a lecture series on this topic in 
1930 and his remarks were republished ::'1 book fom. He noted that mass 
society in the twentieth century had seemed to fulfill the worst fears 
of Carlyle, and this was evidenced by Catholic, Corrmunist and F'ascist 
successes. "Freedom of thought and of the Press have a short and pre­
carious history. Men desire to believe: hero-worship is not only an 
instinct, it is a need of the human spirit." H. J. C. Grierson, 
Carlyle & Hitler: 'Ihe Adarrson Lecture at the University of Manchester, 
I:ecember 1930, with additions and modifications by the author 
(Cambridge: At The University Press, 1933), p. 27. In a note inserted 
after the Nazi seizure of power the author defended his earlier enthu­
siasm for Carlyle with the reasonable observation, "If Ruskin led to 
Oscar Wilde, as a recent French critic declares, carlyle led direct to 
Nietzsche." Grierson, Carlyle & Hitler, p. 47. With a sensibility akin 
to Chamberlain's aesthetic predilections, Grierson argued the Zeitgeist 
seen by Carlyle was increasingly manifest in the twentieth century; 
the failure of men to act on Carlyle's insights had in part led to the 
dominance of derrocracy, World War Che, and the day's economic and . 
dictatorial events. Further, Grierson suggested parallels existed 
between Lenin, Stalin, Mussolini, Hitler, and even Roosevelt, Mosley 
and Cripps in their shared views of democracy, constitutional gover~l­
rent and liberty; all for him represented the reaction to rrodern deca,y. 
Grierson, Carlyle & Hitler, p. 62. This literary abnegation of 
Pealpolitik in the interwar period was as well similar to the splrH 
of such earlier Kulturkritiks as Chamberlain. 

2Holmes, "Houston Stewart Cha.nberlain in Great Britain," p. 36. 

31.or d Redesdale's family, the Mitfords, had a remarkable record in 
poli tical and aesthetic matters. Nancy Mitford, oldest of six daughters 
of the "eccentric" Lord Redesdale, was a writer. Unity Mitford fell in 
love with Hitler and shot herself. Heritage of Fire, pp. 91-94. Diane 
Mi..tford married the British fascist Sir Oswald M:>sley, Debo Mitford 
became Duchess of I:evcnshire, Jessica Mitford turned connrunist, went to 
Spain during the Civil War with a cousin of Sir Winston Churchill, Clnd 
was an active political and publishing figure in America in the 1960'~;. 
"Shrieking all the way ," review of Nanc~7 Mitford: A ~moir, by Harold 
Actcn, Newsweek (May 3, 1976), pp. 91-9t 'Ihe incidents at Bayreuth :in 
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of the change in the tirres was the need for a press release by the 

Nazi govemrrent explaining that the Berlin Chamber1ainstrasse was 

naned for Houston Stewart ~ not for Arthur Neville Chamberlain (1869-

1940) .4 Pepublications and exegeses of Chamberlain's works continued 

through the Second World War in Germany, and scholars in Bayreuth con­

tinued to deepen the Bayreuth Idea.5 

Thougtl Bayreuth was much more clearly politicised than it had 

been in the First World War, to many of the participants it seerred far 

removed from the day's political events. It was decided to keep the 

Festspielhaus in operation during the war to help strengthen nora1e. 

After 1939 Parsifal was dropped from the repertoire (perhaps due to 

its too-Christian elements), and the ~ was only performed through 

1942. Only Die Meistersinger, Wagner's only cornic opera, and the 

anbiguous vehicle for national as well as purely artistic inspiration, 

was continued until the end of 1944. With the declaration of total ~var 

in r:ecember~ 1944, even this last Bayreuth effort was ended. While 

rmny adherents of the Bayreuth Idea and fascism in general had hoped 

for a truly revolutionary praxis ~ their hopes were in fact dashed. rt'he 

students, the artists, the intellectuals who had sought an aestheti.c 

rebirth in Naticnal Socialism met quite conservative Nazi policies as 

the 1930's are further discussed in Friede1ind Wagner, Heritage of Fil'e, 
pp. 205-206. 

4Viereck, Metapolitics, p. 38. 

5Pub1ications about Wagnerism continued to be issued from 
Bayreuth during the war, and in 1943 there was a large festival 
celebrating Wagner's lVEistersinger. rr'he cpera was gt ven 16 t:imes 
for Hit1er~ other top Nazis, and nearly 300 ,000 soldiers and workers. 
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Hitler consolidated his hold. Alfred Baeumler stated that with the 

conp1etion of G1eichscha1ttmg the era of "Hegelian striving" was at an 

end. 6 Leadership by an elite and rigid insistence on social conformity 

stamped out the 1eftwing aspirations of many "third force" intellectuals. 

National Socialism replaced these yearningp with saccharine, nearly 

bourgeois sentiIJEnta1i ty and social conservatism tmder the guise of 

revo1ution~J anti-Bo1shevism.7 Even the cultural underpinnings for 

which aesthetes had worked were quite harshly treated under the Nazis. 

Ironically, Wagner and even Chamberlain had both shared affinities 

with this leftist, revolutionary aestheticism; but with apotheosis 

tmder the Nazis they themselves became all-encompassing symbols under 

which dissent was quashed. 

Bayreuth did survive 1945 as a focal point for art. '!he Bayreuth 

Idea was, to be sure, militarily defeated, and exists as a problem 

only to be debated, with few remaining adherents. Winifred Wagner's 

close association with Hitler was a major difficulty, however. Having 

been named a war criminal, she was placed with a gr'oup of major co11a-

. borators by a Denazification court. She was convicted of "turning the 

Wagner ITnlsic festivals at Bayreuth into a 'mecca for Nazi propaganda.'" 

!]his "War Festival" was described in a specially-printed booklet, 
R1.chard Wagner lmd seine Meistersinger (1943), unavailable in America 
through Inter-library loan. Quoted from Raphael, Richard Wagner, p. 133. 

6Der Bayr~uther Kreis, pp. 116-119. 

7Music educatiorl as well as other academic pursuits suffered a 
dramatic decline in the !]hird Reich. More useful to the new rulers 
were physical training and group activities stressing leader-follower 
relationships. An excellent short sumnary of the problems of music in 
the Nazi era is Richard Grunberger, 'lhe 12-Year Reich: A Soc-ial History 
of Nazi Germany, 1933-1945 (New York: Ballantine Books, 1971), pp. 
449-465. 
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Her sentence by a tribunal at Bayreutll was for 450 days hard labor, 

and· the confiscation of 60% of her property. 8 Penalties were sClll'ewi1at 

lessened on appeal, and Winifred worked out her sentence unflinchingly, 

earning the respect of many Germans. She remained Fiihrertreu and onlY . 
by releasing her personal ownership of the Festspielhaus to her sons 

Wieland (1917-1966) and Wolfgang (b.19l9) was a reopening of the 

Festspiele possible. She remains prominent am:mg the old-guard 

Wagrlerites, and has yielded none of her devotion to the Bayreuth Idea 

and to Adolf Hitler. 9 In postwar interviews she affirmed her prewar 

views and wished she could yet again see the "good mc1e from Bayreuth" 

visit Wahnfried. After all, Hitler had been kind to her. lO 

When the first postwar performances were finally to be given in 

1951, Winifred's sons made a difficult choice in breaking new artisttc 

ground. rrbey could have opted for the traditional Wagperian schema oJ' 

Cosima's era, before the Hitlerzeit. However, they took seriollsly 

Bwinifred Wagner: Guilty," Newsweek, vol. 30 (July llj, 1947), 
p. 44. 

9Arter nearly 30 years of silence, Winifred allowed a film to bt.' 
made of her, which defended her views on Hitler. 'Ibis amazing artifact 
was produced in 1975, entitled "Winifred Wagner and the HistOr:1 of Hau:5 
Wahnfried, 1914-1975" which has perhaps not made its way yet to AIrer:ica. 
Quoted in "Good Old Adolf," Newsweek (August 18, 1975), p. 33. More 
detail about this quite odd work is Wolf ronnel', "Winifred, Wahnfrted, 
Wagner; A Silence is Broken in Bayreuth," Encomter (D=cember, 1975), 
pp. 32-37. 

IGrhis has been a consistent aspect of Winifred's WeI tanschauunr-, 
cited and comnented on in Herzstein, "The Wagperian Ethos in German 
Hi " -story, p. 362. 



232 

Wagper's fanous injunction, "Kinder schaff't neues~ ,,11 '!hey utilized 

the stage theory of a friend of Chamberlain, Adolph Appia, whose ori­

ginal notions had been quite rudely rejected by Cosima Wagner in 

1896. 12 

Postwar Bayreuth has continued to be most "revolutionary" 'in 

interpreting the Meister's works. The great revival of interest in 

discredited Bayreuth owes much to an enphasis on psychological inter­

pretations of Wagner, and to the down-playing of his racism. 13 The 

performances have utilized laser beams, sparse sets, and some revision 

of Wagner's librettos. Much of what Wagner had originally desired was 

not technically feasible in his century, and in a quite credible 

. l~is has been the subj ect of several books already cited, and is 
present as well in the booklet printed for the 1976 Seattle Opera P.sscr 
ciation's ~ presentation, "Program for 'ter Ring des Niebelun~n, '" 
special issue published by Encore Magazine of the Arts (July 197 which 
featured a laudatory article by William Curren, "Bayreuth - The First 
Hundred Years," pp. 6-8, 23 and 29. . 

12Appia had written an article, "Notes zur l' Anneau du Nibelungen," 
in which he advocated a quite useful combination of lighting and stage 
effects. 'lhis entire question was taken up only af'ter World War Two by 
Bayreuth, although Siegfried and his son Wieland had experimented with 
Appia's innovations. Cosima.' s original corrment, however, was il1ustra­
ti ve of her entire rule at Bayreuth. She said that Appia did not 
realize the ~ had been performed in 1876 by the Meister himself with 
her in attendance--as a result only replication, not innovation, was 
possible. Cosima to Chamberlain, May 13, 1896, Brief'wechse1, pp. 4611-
466. Appia remains an important authority in rrodem stage craft today 
even beycnd Wagnerian opera productions. His relationship with 
Chamberlain was the subject of a recent article, Walther R. Vo11bach, 
"AdotP~' -Mia und Houston Stewart Chanber1ain," Die Musik Forschung, 
No. 19 ,mavai1able through University Inter-Library loan. 

l3autman, Richard Wagner: '!he Man, His Mind, and His Music, 
th., p. 359. 



fashion has been realized only with the 'new,' pootwar Bayreuth. 

Particularly, Wagper's drive toward the invisible stage as well as 

the invisible orchestra have been today achieved. Wagner's other 

works such as Parsifal have been less reworked, and the favorit~ 
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Die ~istersinger has been presented alm:>st as it was a century ago. 

'Ihrough errphasizing the htnnanistic aspects of Wagper it appears likely 

the Meister's works will continue to enjoy a great popularity--shorn 

as they are of the Bayreuth Idea. 14 

But Richard vlagper was above all an artist. His evolution needs 

to be viewed througp his orientation to aesthetics. Chanberlain, by 

contrast, instead of being an original thinker or even an innovative 

interpreter of art, was first a cormentator in his' a.rn day. His concern 

was in a'very real sense (despite his occasional disclairrers) to direct 

his contemporaries toward concrete gpals. 'Ihougp he never was elear on 

the division between his cultural aspirations and his practical values, 

he primarily viewed him3elf as a man for his own tines. As Herzstein 

l40ther :interpretations of Wagper's works have ranged from recent 
performances in Cassel where the Walku.f'ies wore leather tights and Y'rxle 
IIDtorcycles, to the 1976 Bayreuth Ring. 'Ibis latter event featur'E:~d 
Wotan as a Victorian dandy, the Rhine maidens as Soho tarts, and a 
backdrop of modem industrial blight. Fred Calland, "All Things 
Considered," National Public Radio (August 13, 1976). More traditional 
performances have been given in places such as Seattle, Washington 
which have stressed Wagner's literary and psychological talents. Along 
these lines, a translator of an Ehglish version of the Ring, Andrew 
Porter, wrote ''Wagner And ''Ihe Ring'" in the Seattle Opera Association's 
program, \vagper's The Ring of the Nibelung (July 1975), pp. 18-19. 
Addltionally, this organization sponsored the distribution of a 
Jungian psychologist's interpretation of Wagper, Franz E. Winc~,ler, 
For Freedom D=stined: r steries of Man's Evolution in Wa@1er' s Ring~ 
.92eras and Parsifal Garden City, New York: \<Jaldorff Press, 197 



asserted, Chamberlain was essentially an optmst who needed great 

symbols to sustain his faith. After 1870 he found Germanic culture, 

ai'ter 1914 the German anI\Y, and ai'ter 1923 Hitler. While he was 

"basically a good if confused man, Houston Stewart Chanberlain sym-

bolized a century which had been forced to choose between Kant and 

Bismarck. "15 Chamberlain was one of the first men of thougpt to be 

taken with National Socialism, but it was not with the vitality of 

a yOlmg man--as when he had earlier hailed WiTheJmine Germany and 

Bayreutlr-but as an old, quite ill and tired man, that he embraced 

Hitler. 16 

SchUler concluded that where the Bayreuth Kreis went wrong was 

with the conglomeration of all ideas under the tot ali tarian Bayreuth 
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symbol. nus tight, national scheme was easily manipulated by men less 

artistic, less idealistic. Thus where the ideology erred was with an 

. . . unrestrained boistrous speculative drive, an uncontrolled 
drive toward romanticization and mystification. Artistic 
endeavors belong to the gr'eat and indivisible entirety of 
mankind. As a foundation of metaphysical theories and political 
doctrines it is unsuitable. 17 

nus tentative conclusion, however, defending as it does the 

transcendental nature of art, ignores the interaction of aesthetic and 

social values. There reITEin considerable quantities of evidence, as 

shown in this study, which may lead to quite contradictory conclusions 

about the lives and works of such great artists as Richard Wa@1er and 

even about such notorious popularizers as Houston Stewart Chamberlain. 

The very existence of the Bayreuth Kulturkreis for a century presents a 

15Herzstein, "The Wagnerian Ethos in German History," p. 

16 17De . Bay th Kre' Ibid., p. 323. rreu er J.S, p. 

362. 

278. 



focal point for an ongoing investigation of society. '!his heavily 

docunented :institution 1Dplicitly denied any "Kantian" respect for 

human variation. 
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George M:>sse concluded one of his books with the observation that 

the predicamant of intellectuals in the mJdern age has led to a 

defensive separation of aesthetic f'rorn practical concerns. He noted 

the linking-as did SchUler-of the ideal and the real by twentieth 

century :Intellectuals to be in general a failure. '!he Bayreuth Kultur­

Kreis may be said to be such a failure. But the Kreis atterrpted in 

general to set boundaries for art, to establish rational goals for' man 

(as they perceived them), to make sense of the human condition. 'Ibis 

drive toward wholeness, toward integration of alienated interests, 

itself becaJre increasingly divorced, not synonoroous, with rationality 

and many accepted htunan values. As Masse concluded, other intellectuals 

not of Chamberlain's particular political orientation may have been 

equally "rootless" but seem to have nBde wiser ju~nts. 'Ihornas Mann, 

Andre Gide '. Romain Rolland and Julien Benda did indeed work for 

realizable political goals opposed to Nazism and the Bayreuth Idea. 

However, in order to do this, these "good Europeans" tended to separate 

their aesthetics from their politics: the integroative t\mction of art, 

religion, of philosophy itself was sacriticed.18 

Even with our own day, man ~ s yearning for overcoming alienation 

via quite deroonst;rable syrrbolism has not ended. In a less "total" 

fashion this continues in the la;rgely' aesthetic vogue with the r.te~~'s 

operas: on a roore concrete level it may be central to the goals of many 

1 %sse, Germms and Jews, pp. 15-16. 
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conternporary social and poli.tical movements. The unifying function of 

Bayreuth has found many imitators~ since it was itself not totally 

original, but shared in the reification of ideas in modern historical 

settings. It may reasonably be anticipated that even the failure of 

the Bayreuth Idea may be co-opted in future drives toward spiritual and 

social unity. The great power of such notions continues in a 

fascinating parallel to the most central Western problems of phHosophy, 

religion and art in a veritable ewige Wiederkehr. On this level it is 

ironic that 1976 begins the second hundred years of artistic ceremony 

on the Bayreuth Festspielhfigel. Bereft of the Kreis ideology, the 

centenary of Wagner's Festspiele continues to raise, not to resolve, 

questions of enduring human interest. 
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