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tion of expressive spatial adjectives in their polar, comparative and 

superlative forms as well as investigations involving other adjective 

types, such as size and shape. A longitudinal study in which the 

subjects are tested every two months would clarify the data concerning 

the acquisition of unmarked versus marked adjectives. Determination of 

the effect of socioeconomic status on the comprehension and/or expres­

sion of adjectives is also further suggested. 

Clinical 

As stated in the review of the literature, current standardized 

tests examined by this investigator provide data for no more than three 

items pertaining to any form of adjectives; age levels of comprehension 

were not included. The data collected in this study have provided age 

levels and the order of comprehension of selected spatial adjectives 

which are important guidelines for consideration of language develop­

ment. The information will provide valuable facts to aid in the 

identification of language delayed and disordered individuals and will 

provide a starting point in the management of deviant adjective compre­

hension. 
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APPENDIX A 

PERMISSION FORM 

I agree/do not agree to let my child 

participate as a subject entitled "Age and the Comprehension of Spatial 

Adjectives." This study is carried out by Barbara Cassidy under the 

supervision of Mary Gordon, thesis director, Speech and Hearing Sciences 

program, Portland State University. 

The purpose of the study is to determine the ages at which normal 

children acquire various adjectives. 

There are no risks or dangers inherent in the procedures of the 

study. My child will simply be asked to point to a series of pictures 

and to raise his/her hand upon hearing sounds. Subjects are free to 

withdraw from the study at any time. 

Signature oE ~arenf7Guardian 

Date 

Please return this form with your child tomorrow. If you have 
any questions, my home phone number is 287-6720. 

If you experience problems which result from participation in 
this study, please contact Richard Streeter, Office of Graduate Studies 
and Research, 105 Neuberger Hall, Portland State University, 229-3423. 
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Initials 
of Child 

C.L. 
E.B. 
B.D. 
M.W. 
K.S. 
M.G. 
M.G. 
C.K. 
M.B. 
B.K. 
D.B. 
K.R. 
E.S. 
J.L. 
I.S. 
D.K. 
R.C. 
J.C. 
E.D. 
R. S. 
M.R. 
M.A. 
N.C. 
C .A. 
R.R. 
J.B. 
D.A. 
A.P. 
A.O. 
A.S. 
S.D. 
I. y. 
D.N. 
A.M. 
A.M. 

APPENDIX C 

TOTAL NUMBER CORRECT ADJECTIVES FOR EACH CHILD 
AT EACH AGE LEVEL 

Age on Number Initials Age on 
Test Date Correct of Child Test Date 

2.0 1 S.H. 5.2 
2.0 4 M.W. 5.2 
2.1 1 S.P. 5.1 
1.11 2 J.P. 4.11 
2.1 3 L.S. 5.0 
1.11 2 J.M. 6.0 
2.0 1 A.T. 6.1 
1.11 3 M.L. 6.1 
2.1 2 E.C. 6.1 
1.11 2 K.M. 6.1 
2 .11 9 T.W. 6.0 
3.0 10 D.P. 6.1 
3.0 11 C.G. 6.1 
2 .11 10 T.M. 6.1 
3.0 12 K.P. 6.0 
3.0 6 T.B. 6.11 
3.0 12 S.F. 7.1 
2 .10 8 J.S. 6.10 
2 .11 10 M.S. 6.10 
3.1 9 M.H. 6.10 
4.2 12 E.L. 6.10 
4.1 12 S.S. 7.0 
4.2 11 M.D. 7.1 
3.10 9 D.S. 7.1 
3.11 11 N.P. 6.11 
3 .11 13 S.H. 7 .10 
3.11 10 T.W. 8.1 
4.2 13 M.K. 7 .11 
4.1 11 K.S. 8.2 
3.11 13 C.H. 8.0 
4.11 12 J.B. 7 .11 
5.1 13 J.B. 8.1 
5.0 14 J.M. 8.0 
5.2 14 C.J. 7 .11 
4.11 13 M.M. 8.0 

Number 
Correct 

12 
15 
13 
15 
16 
14 
13 
14 
15 
14 
16 
16 
14 
14 
15 
16 
16 
16 
16 
15 
15 
16 
16 
13 
16 
15 
15 
13 
15 
15 
16 
16 
16 
16 
16 


